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48. On February 28, 1973 Senate hearings commenced on the nomination 

of L. Patrick Gray to be Director of the FBI. Gray testified that he had 

shown interview reports and other data from FBI Watergate files to John 

Dean who had told him that the President specifically charged him with 

looking into any involvement on the part of White House staff members. 

Gray offered to open those files to any Senator on either the Senate 

Select Committee or Ssnate Judiciary Committee who wanted to see them. 
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49. On March 1, 1973 the President met three times with John 

Dean in the Oval Office -- from 9:18 to 9:46 a.m., from 10:36 to 10:44 

a.m. and from 1:06 to 1:14 p.m. The President decided that the White 

House would explain publicly that Dean sat in on FBI interviews because 

he was conducting an investigation for the President. 

49.1 Meetings and conversations between the 
President and John Dean, March 1, 1973 
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(received from White House) •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 730 

49.2 Memorandum of substance of Dean's calls and 
meetings with the President, March 1, 1973 
(received from SSC) and accompanying Fred 
Thompson affidavit, SSC Exhibit No. 70A, 
1794-95 •.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•. • .•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•. 737 
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50. On March 2, 1973 President Nixon explained at a press confer-

ence that John Dean had access to FBI interviews in July and August 

1972 because he had conducted an investigation at the direction of the 

President. The President stated that Dean's investigation showed that 

no one on the White House staff in July and August at the time Dean 

conducted his investigation had knowledge of or was involved in the 

Watergate matter. The President promised to cooperate with the 

Senate Select Committee if it conducted its investigation in an 

even-handed way. The President stated that because of executive 

privilege, no President could ever agree to allow the Counsel to the 

President to testify before a congressional committee. The President 

said that if the Congress requested information from a member of the 

White House staff, arrangements would be made to provide that 

information. 
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51. As Gray's confirmation hearings continued during the first 

week in March 1973, public reports circulated that John Dean would be 

called to testify. Dean has testified that on March 4 or 5, 1973 

he reported to Ehrlichman that it would be difficult to win a court 

test of executive privilege involving Dean as Counsel to the President 

because Dean had met with the President so infrequently. 
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52. On March 6, 1973 the President met with John Dean in the 

Oval Office between 11:49 a.m. and 12:00 noon. According to information 

supplied to the Senate Select Committee by White House Special Counsel 

Buzhardt, the President decided that executive privilege guidelines 

would cover former as well as present White House personnel. Dean has 

testified that the President told him to report directly to the President 

and not to involve Haldeman and Ehrlichman with Watergate-related matters. 

On March 7, 1973 the President met with Dean in the Oval Office from 

8:53 to 9:16 a.m. and, according to information supplied by Buzhardt, 

there was a discussion of executive privilege guidelines; Dean told the 

President that the White House was clear; and the President inquired as 

to how Gray was doing. Dean has tes .tified that the President instructed 

him to tell Attorney General Kleindienst to cut of{ Gray from turning 

over any further Watergate reports to the Senate Judiciary Committee. 

52.1 Meetings and conversations between the President 
and John Dean, March 6-7, 1973 (received from 
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53. On or about March 7, 1973 L. Patrick Gray and John Ehrlichman 

had a telephone conversation. Gray told Ehrlichman that he was being 

pushed awfully hard in certain areas and was not giving an inch, and 

that Ehrlichman knew those areas. Gray also told Ehrlichman to tell 

Dean to be very careful about what he said and to be absolutely certain 

that he knew in his own mind that he delivered everything he had to the 

FBI, and not to make any distinction between the recipients of the 

materials. 

53.1 Transcript of tape recorded telephone conver
sation between John Ehrlichman and L. Patrick 
Gray, March 7 or 8, 1973, SSC Exhibit No. 102, 

Page 

7 SSC 2950-51 .•.•.•••••.•.•.•.....••.••.•••••...•...••• 768 

53.2 John Ehrlichman testimony, 7 SSC 2785-86 ..•.•..•..••... 770 
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See Book II, Paragraph 37 and Book II, Paragraph 
45 for evidence regarding Dean's transmittal of 
material from Hunt's safe to FBI agents and Acting 
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54. After the call from Gray, Ehrlichman called Dean. Ehrlichman 

told Dean that Gray wanted to be sure that Dean would stay very firm 

and steady on his story that Dean had delivered every document to the 

FBI and that Dean not start making nice distinctions between agents and 

directors. Ehrlichman also told Dean that he thought they ought to let 

Gray hang there and "twist slowly, slowly in the wind." Dean agreed and 

said, "I wa~ in with the boss this morning and that is exactly where he 

was coming out." 
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55. On March 8, 1973 Dean met with the President in the Oval 

Office from 9:51 to 9:54 a.m. Dean has testified that the President 

asked if something had been done to stop Gray from turning over FBI 

materials to the Senate Judiciary Committee, and Dean replied that he 

believed the matter had been taken care of by Attorney General Klein

dienst. On March 10 the President and Dean spoke by telephone from 

9:20 to 9:44 a.m. Dean has testified that the President called to 

tell him that the executive privilege statement should be got out 

immediately, and that this should be done before Dean was called before 

the Senate Judiciary Committee in connection with the Gray hearings 

so that it would not appear that the statement on executive privilege 

was in response to the action by the Senate committee. 

55.l Meetings and conversations between the 
President and John Dean, March 8 and 10, 

·Page 
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56, On March 12, 1973 the President issued a statement on exec-

utive privilege. The statement set forth in part: 

A member or former member of the President's personal 
staff normally shall follow the well-established pre
cedent and decline a request for a formal appearance 
before a committee of the Congress. At the same time, 
it will continue to be my policy to provide all nec
essary and relevant information through informal 
contacts between my present staff and committees of 
the Congress in ways which preserve intact the Con
stitutional separation of the branches. 

56.1 President Nixon statement, March 12, 1973, 
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57. On March 13, 1973 the Senate Judiciary Committee voted in 

executive session to ask John Dean to testify in the Gray confirmation 

hearings concerning his contacts with the FBI during the investigation 

of the Watergate break-in. 
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58, On March 13, 1973 the President met with John Dean from 

12:42 to 2:00 p.m. The following is an index to certain of the subjects 

discussed in the course of the March'l3, 1973 meeting: 

Advisability of public disclosure. 

Possible public testimony of Sloan, Kalmbach, Stans 
and Mitchell. • • . . . . • • . • • • • • • 

The pre-June 1972 role of Gordon Strachan in 
Watergate and Strachan's statements to investigators 

The pre-June role of Jeb Magruder in Watergate • .• 

John Mitchell, H. R. Haldeman and Gordon Liddy's 
intelligence program at CRP . • ••••• 

• 

58.1 Tape recording of meeting between the 
President and John Dean, March 13, 1973, 
12:42-2:00 p.m., and House Judiciary 

TRANSCRIPT PAGE 

16-19, 65-69 
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61-63 
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59. On March 14, 1973 Dean wrote to Senator James O. Eastland, 

Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Connnittee, and, citing the doctrine 

of executive privilege, formally refused to testify in the Senate 

confirmation hearing on the nomination of Gray to be Director of the 

FBI. On the same day the President met with Dean and White House 

Special Counsel Richard Moore in his Executive Office Building Office 

from 9:43 to 10:50 a.m. and from 12:47 to 1:30 p.m. They discussed 

a press conference scheduled for the next day and making Dean a test 

case in the courts on executive privilege. 
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60. On March 15, 1973 the President held a press conference. 

He stated he would adhere to his decision not to allow Dean to testify 

before the Congress even if it meant defeat of Gray's nomination as 

Director of the FBI, because there was "a double privilege, the lawyer

client relationship, as well as the Presidential privilege." He also 

stated that he would not be willing to have Dean sit down informally 

and let Senators question him, but Dean would provide all pertinent 

information. 
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61. On or about March 16, 1973 E. Howard Hunt met with Paul 

O'Brien, an attorney for CRP. Hunt informed O'Brien that connnitments 

had not been met, that he had done "seamy things" for the White House, 

and that unless he received $130,000 he might review his options. On 

March 16, 1973 Hunt also met with Colson's lawyer, David Shapiro. 

According to Colson, Hunt requested of Shapiro that Colson act as 

Hunt's liaison with the White House, but was told that that was impossible. 
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62. On March 17, 1973 the President met with John Dean in the 

Oval Office from 1:25 to 2:10 p.m. (On April 11, 1974 the Committee 

on the Judiciary subpoenaed the President to produce the tape 

recording of the March 17 meeting. The President has refused to pro

duce that tape but has furnished an edited partial transcript of the 

meeting. After having listened to the tape recording of the March 17, 

1973 me~ting, the President on June 4, 1973 discussed with Press 

Secretary Ron Ziegler his recollections of that March 17 meeting. A 

tape recording of the June 4 discussion has been furnished to the 

Committee. The evidence regarding the content of the March 17 meeting 

presently possessed by the Committee also includes a summary of the 

March 17 meeting furnished, in June 1973, to SSC Minority Counsel Fred 

Thompson by White House Special Counsel Buzhardt and the SSC testimony 

of John Dean.) 

In his discussion with Ziegler on June 4, 1973 the President 

told Ziegler the following regarding the March 17 meeting: Up to 

March 17, 1973 the President had no discussion with Dean on the basic 

conception of Watergate, but on the 17th there began a discussion of 

the substance of Watergate. Dean told the President that Dean had 

been over this like a blanket. Dean said that Magruder was good, but 

that if he sees himse).f sinking he'll drag everything with him. He 

said no one in the White House had prior knowledge of Watergate, except 

possibly Strachan. There was a discussion of whether Haldeman or 

Strachan had pushed on Watergate and whether anyone in the White House 
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was involved. The President said that Magruder put the heat on, 

and Sloan starts pissing on Haldeman. The President said that "we've 

got to cut that off. We can't have that go to Haldeman." The 

President said that looking to the future there were problems and 

that Magruder could bring it right to Haldeman, and that could 

bring it to the White House, to the President. The President said 

that "We've got to cut that back. That ought to be cut out." There 

was also a discussion of the Ellsberg break-in. 

The edited partial transcript of the March 17 meeting 

supplied by the White House contains only a passage of conversation 

relating to Segretti and a portion of the conversation relating to 

the Ellsberg break-in. It contains no discussion of matters relating 

to Watergate. 

62.1 Meetings and conversations between the President 
and John Dean, March 17, 1973 (received from 
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63. On March 19, 1973 Paul O'Brien met with John Dean in the 

EOB and conveyed a message from E. Howard Hunt that if money for living 

and for attorneys' fees were not forthcoming, Hunt might have to recon

sider his options and might have some very seamy things to say about 

Ehrlichman, 

63.1 Paul O'Brien testimony, Watergate Grand 
Juiy, January 24, 1974, 30 (received from 
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64. On March 20. 1973 John Ehrlichman met with John Dean at 

the White House. They discussed ~oward Hunt's request for money, the 

possibility that Hunt would reveal activities of the Plumbers' opera

tions if the money were not forthcoming, and plans for Dean to discuss 

the matter with John Mitchell. According to Dean, Dean discussed the 

matter with Mitchell by telephone later that evening, but Mitchell did 

not indicate whether Hunt would be paid. On the afternoon of March 20, 

1973 Ehrlichman had a telephone conversation with Egil Krogh and told 

him Hunt was asking for a large amount of money. They discussed the 

possibility that Hunt might publicly reveal the Plumbers 1 .operations. 

Krogh has testified that Ehrlichman stated that Hunt might blow the lid 

off and that Mitchell was responsible for the care and feeding of 

Howard Hunt. 
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65. On March 20, 1973 Dean had a conversation with Richard Moore, 

Special Counsel to the President. Dean told Moore that Hunt was demand

ing a large sum of money before his sentencing on March 23, and that 

if this payment were not ~de, Hunt was threatening to say things that 

would be very serious for the White House. After this conversation, 

Dean and Moore met with the President from 1:42 to 2:31 p.m. According 

to information furnished to the Senate Select Committee by Special Counsel 

Buzhardt, the President and Moore agreed that a statement should be re

leased immediately after the sentencing of the defendants. According to 

Moore, following this meeting he told Dean that Dean should tell the 

President what he knew. According to Dean, Dean told Moore that Dean 

did . not think the President understood all of the facts involved in the 

Watergate and particularly the implication of those facts and that Dean 

felt he had to lay those facts and implications out for the President. 
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66. On March 20, 1973 John Dean had an evening telephone conversation 

with the President during which he arranged a meeting with the President 

for the next morning. According to the edited transcript of this con

versation made public by the White House, Dean requested a meeting with 

the President to go over soft spots and potential problem areas. Dean 

said that his prior conversation with the President had been "sort of 

bits and pieces" and that he wanted to paint the whole picture for the 

President. The President agreed to such a meeting, and the President 

also instructed Dean to try to write a general statement like one that 

would state categorically that based on Dean's investigation Haldeman, 

Colson and others were not involved in the Watergate matter. 

66.1 White House edited transcript of tape recorded 
telephone conversation between President Nixon 

Page 

and John Dean, March 20, 1973 ...................... 980 
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67. On March 21, 1973 the President met with John Dean from 10:12 

to 11:55 a.m. H.R. Haldeman joined the meeting at approximately 11:15 

a.m. The following is an index to certain of the subjects discussed in 

the course of the March 21, 1973 morning meeting: 

Possible involvement of Haldeman, 
Dean, Mitchell, Magruder, Colson, 
Strachan and Porter in Watergate 
matter 

Clemency and Watergate defen-

Transcript 
Page 

•••••• 5-28 

dants • • • • • • • • • • • • • 61-62 

Whether money should be paid 
to E. Howard Hunt. • • • ••••••• 40-42, 105-06 

67.1 Tape recording of meeting between the President 
and John Dean, joined later by H.R. Haldeman, 
March 21, 1973, 10:12 - 11:55 a.m., and House 
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68. On March 21, 1973 at 12:30 p.m. H.R. Haldeman spoke by telephone 

to John Mitchell, who was in New York City. In addition to reflecting 

the 12:30 p.m. call, Haldeman's telephone log for that day also shows 

a conversation with John Mitchell's office at 4:06 p.m. with a marginal 

notation "car - 9:30 a.m. (word illegible) Nat'l -- Amer 520." Haldeman 

has testified that he does not recall asking Mitchell on March 21 whether 

Mitchell was going to take care of Hunt's demand for money. 
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69. On the afternoon of March 21, 1973 Dean met with Haldeman and 

Ehrlichman. Ehrlichman and Dean have testified that the participants 

at the meeting speculated about John Mitchell's role in the Watergate 

affair, and wondered whether Mitchell's not coming forward was the cause 

of the beating everyone was taking on the subject of Watergate. Dean 

and Haldeman have testified that in the late afternoon of March 21, just 

before their second meeting with the President on that day, Dean told 

Haldeman that perhaps the solution to the whole thing was to draw the 

wagons around the White House. According to Haldeman, Dean also said 

that they should let all the chips fall where they may, because that 

would not hurt anybody at the White House since no one there had a 

problem. 
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70. On the afternoon of March 21, 1973 from 5:20 to 6:01 p.m. the 

President met with Haldeman, Ehrlichman and Dean. The following is an 

index to certain of the subjects discussed in the course of , the March 21, 

1973 afternoon meeting: 

Transcript Page 

Possibility of testimony before 
a new Grand Jury or before an 
independent panel established 
to investigate facts •••••• 1-4, 21-22 

Possibility of pardon or 
clemency for Hunt ••••••••• 5-6 

What was being done about 
Hunt's demand ••••••••• 6-7 

Existence of persons with 
knowledge ••••••••• 7~8 

Written report by Dean on which 
President at some later time 
could be shown to have relied. 

Ellsberg search and seizure may 

12-19, 23, 30-32 

be sufficient for mistrial •••••• 20 

Possibility of Magruder, Chapin, 
Dean and Haldeman going to jail ••••• 25-28 

Possibility of Mitchell stepping 
forward and making some kind of 
disclosure • • • • 35 

70.1 Tape recording of conversation among the 
President, H.R. Haldeman, John Ehrlichman 
and John Dean, March 21, 1973, 5:20 - 6:01 
p.m., and House Judiciary Committee tran-
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script thereof . ..................................... . 1148 
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71. On the evening of March 21, 1973 Fred LaRue caused approxi-

mately $75,000 in cash to be delivered to William Bittman, attorney for 

E. Howard Hunt. Earlier that day LaRue had called Mitchell when Dean 

refused to authorize the payment to Hunt, and Mitchell had approved 

the payment t:o Hunt. 
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Jury, August 3, 1973, 189-91, 194-96 
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Jury, July 17, 1973, 95, 111-12 (received 
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72. On April 17, 1973 the President issued the following 

public statement: 

On March 21, as a result of serious charges 
which came to my attention, some of which were 
publicly reported, I began intensive new 
inquiries into this whole matter. 

In his address to the nation of April 30, 1973 the 

President stated that in March 1973 he received new information 

regarding the involvement of members of the White House staff in 

the Watergate affair, and that: 

As a result, on March 21, I personally assumed 
the responsibility for coordinating intensive new 
inquiries into the matter, and I personally ordered 
those conducting the investigations to get all the 
facts and to report them directly to me, right here 
in this office. 
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73. On the evening of March 2l, 1973 the President dictated his 

recollections of the events that had occurred on that day. 

35- 905 (Pt. 2) 0 - 74 - 3 

73 .1 Dictabelt recording of the President': '·s 
recollections of March 21, 1973, and 
House Judiciary Committee transcript 
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74. On the morning of March 22, 1973 at 11:00 a.m. H.R. Haldeman, 

John Ehrliclunan, John Mitchell and John Dean met in Haldeman's office. 

Hlademan, Ehrlichman and Dean have testified that at this time Mitchell 

indicated that E. Howard Hunt was not a "problem any longer." Mitchell 

has denied making such a statement. At this meeting, according to 

Ehrlichman and Haldeman, Mitchell stated that the Administration's 

rigid.executive privilege policy was untenable, both from a legal and 

from a political standpoint, because it appeared to the public to be a 

cover-up on the part of the President. Haldeman testified that most of 

the discussion at the meeting concerned approaches to dealing with the 

situation, rather than a review of the facts. 
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74.9 John Dean testimony, SSC Executive 
Session, June 16, 1973, 129-31. ••.•••••••••••••.• ,1272 

74.10 John Mitchell testimony, 4 SSC 1663 •••••••••••.••• 1275 
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75. On or about March 22, 1973 John Ehrlichman met with Egil Krogh 

at the White House. Ehrlichman assured Krogh that Howard Hunt was 

stable or more stable, that his reconnnendation was just to hang tough, 

and that Hunt was not going to disclose all. 
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48. On February 28, 1973 Senate hearings commenced on the nomination 

of L. Patrick Gray to be Director of the FBI. Gray testified that he had 

shown interview reports and other data from FBI Watergate files to John 

Dean who had told him that the President specifically charged him with 

looking into any involvement on the part of White House staff members. 

Gray offered to open those files to any Senator on either the Senate 

Select Committee or Senate Judiciary Committee who wanted to see them. 

48.1 L. Patrick Gray testimony, SJC, Gray 
Nomination Hearings, February 28, 1973, 

Page 
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48.1 L. PATRICK GRAY TESTIMONY, FEBRUARY 28, 1973, SJC, 
GRAY NOMINATION HEARINGS, 1, 42-43, 45-46 

NOlUINATION OF LOUIS PATRICK GRAY III 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 1973 

U.S. SEXATE, 
CO:\IMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 

lVashington, D.O. 
The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:45 a.m., in room 1202, 

Dirksen Senate Office Building, Senator James O. Eastland (chairman) 
presiding. 

Present: Senators Eastland, McClellan, Ervin, Hart, Kennedy, 
Bayh, Byrd of West Virginia, Tunney, Hruska, Fong, Scott, Thur
mond, Cook and Gurney. 

Also present: John H. Holloman, chief counsel, and Francis C. 
Rosenberger, Peter Stc;(,-kett, and Thomas D. Hart; professional 
staff members. · 

The CnAlRMAN. These hearings are on. the nomination of L .. 
trick Gray III, to be Director of the Federal Bureau of 
vestigation. ,;: . 

enator Ribicoff. 

STATEMENT OF RON. ABRAHAivI 1UBICOFF, A U.S. SENATOR FROM 
CONNECTICUT 

Senator Rrn1coFF. Mr. Chitirman, we, in Connecticut, are proud 
of Pat Gray, and so am I. \Ve, in Connecticut, respect Pat Gray, and 
so do I.· 

Mr. Chairman, I have known Pat Gray for many years. I have 
always found him to be a man of outstanding ability, character, and 
integrity. Every job that Pat Gray has performed he has performed 
with excellence. There is no question in my mind that Pat Gray is a 
dedicated public servent \Yho will perform any task assigned to him 
in a nonpartisan manner. I respect the FBI, and the entire N n.tion 
respects the FBI. The FBI is one of the great law enforcement institu
tions in America. All of us know that when youngsters come to visit 
Washington, one of the first places they want to see is the FBI.. 

There is no question in my mind that as Director of the FBI, :.\Ir 
Gray will perform his tasks on a completely nonpartisan bt1sis. In all 
the years I have known Pat Gray he has never questioned the civil 
rights of individuals and the protection of constitut.icnal g1.rn.rantees. 
My feeling is that only the criminal has much to fear from Patrick 
Gray, and that the law-abiding citizen has nothing to fe11r from Pat 
Gray. He "-ill be a defender cf our rights, a. defender of the Consti
tution, and law enforcement in this N ,1tion ,vill be stronger with Pat 
Gray as Director of the FBI. He has my 11nqunlified supi>ort. · 

(1) 

(724) 



48. 1 L. PATRICK GRAY TESTIMONY, FEBRUARY 28., 1973, SJC, 

GRAY NOMINATION HEARINGS, 1, 42-43, 45-46 

42 

Mr. GRAY. Yes, sir, that is correct, Senator. 
Senator ERVIN. And your investigation of the history of the practice 

satisfied you that this information was gathered for the benefit of 
those FBI employees who may have a reason to contact, the se Con
gressmen for the FBI in the dealings between Con(Yress and the FBI. 

Mr. GRAY. Yes, sir. RiO'ht here at the nati~nal level men like 
In spector Dave Bowers, who conduct this kind of relationship with 
the Congress, who really-really it is a congressional services unit 
and th~t is what I have chan~ed it to in the reorganization. Those men 
are 9-omg ~hat now and are m what we call today the congressional 
sernces umt. , 

Senator ERVIN. As I understand from your letter and other public 
statements made by you, this practice has been discontinued and the 
FBI relies upon such things as the "Congressional Quarterly" and 
-other public information for any information of this character? 

, }.fr. GRAY. Right. I shut it down over the recommendations of the 
people in the Bureau that it be continued and I said absolutely not, it 
will not be continued. It is too readily subject to misinterpretation · 
and we don't need it. 

Senator ERVIN. As you know, the Senate has imposed upon me' 
and other members of the Senate Select Committee on Presidential 
Campaign Activities a very solemn and serious responsibility _in con- · 
nection with the so-called Watergate affair and various ramifications 
connected wit:tt-: it. I would have beeri happy if I could ha,e asked 

· you some of these questions I am now going to ask you after that 
committee has discharged those responsibilities. However, in view of 
the fact that your nomination has been submitted now, I am compelled 
in the nature of things to ask you these questions. · 

Mr. GRAY. Senator Ervin, I understand that. I would hope, of 
course, we would not get into the Watergate substantively, but I can 
readily see that the members of this committee have got to be assured 
that I went at this with the FBI's standard procedure, with its accus-: 
tomed vigor, and I will' do my very best to respond to any of your ' 
questions. I have absolutely nothing to hold back in connection 
with that and if we are going to take two bites of that apple why so 
be it, let's get on with it. 

Senator ERVIN. I have received by telephone the assurance of 
the Attorney Gene-ral that he and the Department of Justice will 
cooperate with the committee in the effort of the committee to investi
gate these matters. I take it from your statement a moment ago that 
you are also prepared to cooperate with the committee. 

:Mr. GRAY. Absolutelv, sir. Our raw data, our memoranda, what
ever !this committee wants, whatever the Ervin Select Committee 
wants, is available to the members. 

Senator ERVIN. I am frank to state that I am just a little bit 
troubled by the limitation that you announced. that only members of 
th e committee, that is only Senators, shall be allowt>d to inspect these 
r aw files, becau se I have got 10,000 other jobs besides that of in,e.sti
gating Watergate and I think that is true of all the other members of 
· th e committee. 

l\fr. GtiAY. I understand that, Senator. 
Senator ERVI N . Th e Seniite resolution authorizing irnd requiring 

thi s inve stigation specifies that th e only people who can hav e access 
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to these files would be either the member s of the committee or the 
chief counsel to the committee or the counsel for the minoritv or other 
members of the staff of the committee who might be designated by 
the chairman and the ranking minority member of the committee. 

Mr. GRAY. You are talking about your En-in Select Committee? 
Senator ERVIN. Yes. . 
Mr. Gau. I have no quarrel ,v--ith that. We will comply with the 

resolution of the Senate. But I am ti, lking about the procedure now, 
because Senators here who are members of this rnmmittee obviously 
are going to want to know how Gray handled the "\Yatergate before 
they are going to confirm this bloke for my position and I am prepared 
to teli you. · 

Senator ERVIN. In other words, I would think that the minority 
ranking member, who is now elected vice chairman of the committee, 
Senator Baker of Tennessee, would not want anybody but the most. 
reputable person to look at the files but we would like to have a 
member of the staff selected by both of us to do this work instead of . 
doing it in person. · 

.Mr. GRAY. Senator, as far as your committee is concerned, we in 
the FBI ";n abide by the joint resolution. I have some people I have 
to take some orders from, too. On the one hand, there were some who 
criticized 1Ir . . Hoover for being a feudal baron and now maybe it 
seems I sense a little criticism of me because I am takinrorders, but 
I am trying to, comply. Iam saying to this committee tnat my posi
tion has been from the beginning that we have nothing to hide and 
I am going to state it on the public record because I have stated it 
on the private record. · · 
. Senator ERVIN. Yes, that is the reason that I am concerned that 
·senators not be the only ones who ,,--ill have to do this work and so 
I understand- ·- · 

1\fr. GRAY. I meant, Senator Ervin, for this committee I am ,,illing 
to send over the materials and I am willing to send over two agents 
and a Senator can sit down \\ith them and question them any way 
they want. 

Senator ERVIN. And I might state that as far as I am concerned 
and as far as I can contrcl the matter, it is not the purpose of the 
committee to take and put any raw files or anything of that character 
in evidence . We just don't want to have to put the ta. .... payers to the 
expense of setting up a little FBI of our O\\U to conduct investigittions 
which have been made by the FBI. We want to learn from the FBI 
files who are witnesses possessing some knowledge which is worthwhile 

U
or the committ ee to hear. 

}\fr. GRAY. Right, and we have analyses and all other kinds of 
ooks and summaries and we will provide that to the En-in Com-
1ittee. \Ve have no problem on that. 
Senator E Rvr:-.. ~fr . • J. Edgar Hoo\ ·er ne, ·er had a Int)re ardent 

admirer in th e United States thun mvself, 11nd tlwre is nnbo1h · iu 
the United Sti1tcs 1d10 hns rP;;pected thrm1ghout the ye.trs the ,~·ork 
of the VBI more than I ha ve re,-pected it. As :i prncticing attorney 
and as ii. jud ge I had m,my contncts ,,·ith the Fill 11g~nts. I h:l\'t:' been 
impressed by th e highest sta.ndard of conduct aud the high chnrn.c.·tt'l" 
\\hich they possess . 

).fr. Gru.Y. Thnnk you, Senator En-in. 
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tell you. To give you that information I am going to have to take time 
to tell you how ,ve progressed on this investigation. 

Senator ERvr x. Well, that wouldn't be a likely procedure to be per,. 
mitted by the FBI, would it? · · 

l\:lr. GRAY. Of course not. We certainly would not. 
Senator ERVIN. So you, at the present time, can neither affirm nor 

denv that statement, 
11r. GRAY. No, I don't because I can't; I can't say with any degree 

of certainty testifying under oath that he was or was not. 
Senator ERVIN. I take it that you give the committee your assurance 

that if any such event happened, that is if any copy of the FBI inter
Yiew was given to Mr. Segretti it was not given by you or with your 
knowledge or consent, 

Mr . ffRAY. It was not done with my knowledge or consent, that is 
true. But I can go into it further if you want me to explain how it 
possibly could. · r Senator ERVIN. Yes, I would like to have that. . 

Mr. GRAY. When we started out this investigation, it was the most 
closelv held investigation that we have conducted in the FBI because 
of the fact that we did not know who might become involved. Dis--
semination of information on this was very limited, 1:11, my e'.\.-plicit 
order, and with the concurrence of the Attorney General of the United 
States. 

Now there was that contact between the case agents and the 
Assistant U.S. Attorneys that traditionally occurs in an investigation. 
There was contact also with the assistant attorney general of the crimi
nal division, and in accordance with then standard FBI operating 
procedures, on June 19 there was delivered to me a summary report of 
what had transpired to date, facts and circumstances, in Watergate. 
Coupled -with that was a letterhead memorandum, as I recall it, and 
I will introduce those documents for the record here, a letterhead 
memorandum transmitting this information to the Attorney General, 
and a letter prepared addressed to H.R. Haldeman. I said no, and I 
stopped it right then and there. That was in accordance with then 
standard FBI operating procedure. The material just came up, and I · 
said no. 

Now, as time went on we finally began delivering the investigative 
reports to the assistant attorney general of the criminal division and 
we have a listing of the dates on which we did that and I will 
submit that for the record. Then, I think it was the middle of July, · 
about the 19th, I was asked by the White House, by John Dean, to 
provide them ,.it,h a letterhead memorandum because . he wmtted to· 
have what we had to date because the President specifically charged 
him with looking into any involvement on the part of White Honse 
staff members. 

I asked my legal counsel to prepare n, memorandum regarding 
whether or not \Ve had a duty to send any material to the ,Vhite 
Rothe. The ,rnswer came bnt·k: On our own initi:1tive. no; in response 
to a dircctfre from an indi\"idirnl acting for the President of the 
United States, that is another matter nnd we do. 

::io I had prepared, ciwsed to be prepared , n letterhe.1tl memoTan
dum ., datPd July 21, and we will submit that for the rct·ord, ,tnd tha.t 
wn:; submitted to the AttonH'} Gt\nernl. 1 ha\·e cn'ry n'il::iun to beliC'n} 
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that that went over to ).fr. Dt~an at the 1Yhite Hou ::.;e. I ha.,-e no 
rea son to question that it should or shonld not, because I work for 
the President of the United States and I think the President of the 
United States is entitled to ask the Director of the F etlernl Bureau 
of Innsti gat ion: "What information do you hu,-e that implicates 
indi\ -i<luals who are members of my staff?" And I submitted it. . 

Later on, :-.fr. Dean asked to review the int t!rview reports of the 
Fecleral Bur eau of Inv est igation, an<l I submitted those to him. So you 
see the possibility here, Senator, and I think what is being driven at 
in this, the allegation is really directed toward :,[r. Dean having one of 
th 2se interview reports and showing it to 1Ir. Segretti down in )[iami. 

L I can tell you this, that when this new;:;paper report hit I c1tlled John 
Dean and I asked him if he had done this, and he said: . "l did not. 
I didn't even haYe those documents ,vith me." 

Senator ERV!~. Now, am I corre ct in inferring that it had been 
the prncti ce to supply information collected hy the FBI, either in the 
form of summaries or in the form of copies of interviews, to officials 
of the Department of Justice or the district attorneys, . 

:Mr. GRAY. Our regular procedure, Senator Ervin, of course, is to 
work very clo;:;ely \\ith the as;:;istant U.S. attorneys and with U .S. 
attorneys, and then at FBI headquarters levels to work with the 
Assistant Attorney General haYing cognizance of the case, an<l the 
answer to your question is "Ye s; we keep them informed.'' In this case 
we were even tight with information there . · 

Senator ERVIN. Let me see if I understand another thinir vou said. 
Some information or a summary of some information coll~cted by 
the FBI in regard to some aspect of the Watergate matter, accom
panied by a proposed letter, was to be sent to 1fr _ Haldeman? 

Mr. GRAY. Yes, sir; that happened on June 19, and I will submit 
those documents for the record. I will show them exactly as they 
came up to me, and I said "No.'' 

(Mr. Gray subsequently submitted the following documents:) 
JUNE 19, 1972. 

To: The Attorney Gener:i.l from Acting Director, FBI. 
Re Jmne~ \Valter ~IcCord, Jr., and others, burglary of Democratic Party National 

Headquarters, Wa shington, D.C . 
Enclosed is a memorundum containing the results of inve~tigation of the 

burglary of the Democratic Party Natio!1al Headquarters, Wa tergate Apart
ments, W::ishington, D.C., on June 17, 1972. 

A copy of t he memorandum has abo been furnished t.o Honorabl e H. R . H alde
man, As,;istant to the Pre sident . Investigation concerning this nmtter is continu
ing and rep orts of inv est-igation will be furnished to the Criminal DiYision as 
soon as they a re received. 

H on. H. R. HALDE~I.\X, 
A ssist ant to .the Pre.sidmt , 
Th e White HouM, 
1Va.~hinglon, D.C. 

--·-
U.S. DF.P.\RTMF.:ST OF Ju-sTrcr-:, 

FED ER AL Bcn t-:,\U OF lX VF.S TtG.-\TION, 
Washington, D.C., June 19, JD;'J. 

lh :.\Jt Mn . H .\ LD E\L\X : Enclo .,f:'d is a m enwr:rndum containi?1g the re;.ults of 
inv est igation of the burglar.v of th e DP111<Jcra tic P,trty Xational He:hiqu,,rters, 
Wate rg:tte AµartmPnts, Washing t,,n, D. C., on JunP 17, !!l72 . 

. .\ c,,py of thP mem,1nrndum . h :1., al .,,, beC'n ftJrwarci tiJ r11 t he . .\ttorney Gl'ne _ral 
and inYf'iiti .~ari ()tl b.\· the F'BI i.-, cont innlng. · 

::iineere ly your s, 
L. P .\nucK <.;,t.\Y, 1n, 

Act in! / Dir .:dor. 
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49. On March 1, 1973 the President met three times with John 

Dean in the Oval Office -- from 9:18 to 9:46 a.m., from 10:36 to 10:44 

a.m. and from 1:06 to 1:14 p.m. The President decided that the White 

House would explain publicly that Dean sat in on FBI interviews because 

he was conducting an investigation for the President. 

49.1 Meetings and conversations between the 
President and John Dean, March 1, 1973 
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49.1 MEETINGS AND CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND 
JOHN DEAN, MARCH 1 1973 

· -101530 
.M:EETINGS AND T_ELEPHONE CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN 

THE PRESIDENT ANO JOHN W. DEAN, III 

No contact between the President and John W. Dean, III, during January, 
February, and March 1972 

April 13, 1972 

PM 4:31 4:34 President met with Frank PeMarco, Jr., and 
John Dean to sjgn 1971 income tax returns. 

May 1, 1972 

PM 3:02 3:07 President had photo opportunity in Rose Garden for 
National Secretaries Week. Mr. De-an attended 

No contact between the President and John W. Dean, III, during Jul).e and 
July 1972 •. 

August 14, 1972 

PM 
12:45 1:11 
12:49 1 :09 
12:49 1:11 
12:49 1:11 
12:49 1:12 
12:49 I :12 
12:49 I :12 
12:49 , I :12 

The President met to sign personal legal documents with: 
The First Lady 
John J. Ratchford 
Mr. Butterfield 
Mr. Haldeman 
Mr. Ehrlichman 
John W. Dean, III 
John H. Alexander 
Richard S. Ritzel 

No other contact during August 1972 
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September 15, 1972 

PM 

3:15 6:17 
5:27 6:17 

The President met with: 

Mr. Haldeman 
Mr. Dean 

(The President talked with Mr. MacGregor by 

phone from 5:36 to 5:38) 

No other contact during September 1972 

October 9, 1972 

PM 3:10 3:34 

3:23 3:34 

The President met with Samuel Newhouse, President . 

of Newhouse Newspapers and Newhouse Broadcasting 

and Herb Klein. 
John Dean joined' the meeting. 

November 8, 1972 

The President attended a senior staff meeting in the 

Roosevelt Room. Mr. ·John Dean w'as in 

attendance. 

November 12, 1972 

8:40 8:44 The President met aboard 11Spirit of !76" with 

Rose Mary Woods and Mr. and Mrs. John Dean 

No contact between the Preside;t and Johri W. Dean, III, during November 

and December 1972. 

'M~~ ~ ' ·~ ~-J 
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101530 
January 21, 1973 

AM 11 :05 12:04 President and First Lady hosted Worship Service. 
John Dean attended. 

February 27, 1973 

PM 3:55 4:20 President met with John Dean alone in Oval Office. 

February 28, 1973 

AM 9:12 10:23 President met with John Dean in Oval Office. 

March 1, 1973 

AM 9:18 9:46 President met with his Counsel, John W. Dean, III, 
/ in the Oval Office. 

i./{At 9:36 the President rec'd a c·an from AG Kleindienst. Dean 
}0:36 10:44 President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. too the ca,11.) 

v-{Mr. Kissinger was present from 10:30 - 10:37.) 
PM I: 06 1: 14 President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office 

March 6, 1973 

AM 11:49 12:00 President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. 

March 7. 1973 

AM 8:53 9:16 

March 8, 1973 

A!v! 9:51 9:54 

President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. 

President met with };fr. Dean in the Oval Office. 
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March 10, 1973 1·01530 

AM 9:20 9:44 President talked long distance with Mr. Dean. · 

March 13, 1973 

President initiated the call from Camp David 
to Mr. Dean who was in Washington, D. C. 

.PM 12:42 2:00 President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. 

March 14, 1973 

AM 8:36 

8:55 8:59 
9:43 10:50 

(Mr. Haldeman was present from 12:43-12:55) 

President telephoned Mr. Dean. The call was not 
completed. . 

Mr. Dean returned the call and talked with the President. 
President met with Mr. Dean in the P's EOB Office. 

Also present were: 
Mr. Kissinger (departed at 9:50) 
Ronald L. Ziegler 
Richard A. Moore {9:55-10:50) 

PM 12:27 12:28 President telephoned Mr. Dean.. 
12:47 l:io President met with Mr. Moore and Mr_. Dean. 
· 4:25 4:26 President talked \vith Mr. Dean. (The President 

initiated the call. ) 
4:34 4:36 President talked with Mr. Dean. (Mr. Dean 

initiated the call.) 

- fa-arch 15, 

V PM .£36 

35 - 905 (PL 2) 0 - 7 4 - 4 

1973 

6:24 President met with Mr. Dean and Mr. Moore 
in the Oval Office. 

l~J~] 
- ,j .. ] 
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49.1 MEETINGS AND CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND 
J'OHN DEAN, MARCH 1, 19 7 J 

10153u 
AM 10:34 11 :06 President met with Mr. Dean . in the Oval 0£fice. 

Mr. Ziegler was present from 10:58-11: 10. 

PM 8:14 8:23 President talked with Mr. Dean. (The President 
initiated the call. ) 

March 17, 1973 

PM 1:25 2:10 President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. 

March 19, 1973 

PM 4:59 President requested that Mr. Moore and Mr. Dean 
join him in his EOB Office. 

5:03 5:41 President met with Mr. Moore and Mr. Dean in 
his EOB Office. 

March 20, 1973 

AM 10:46 10:47 President talked with Mr. Dean. (The President 
initiated the call. ) 

PM 12:59 I :00 President talked with Mr. Dean. (The President 
initiated the call. ) 

1:42 2:31 President met with Mr. Dean and Mr. Moore. 

7:29 7:43 President talked with Mr. Dean. (The President 
.initiated the call.) 

lnt~n -• ... ] 
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March 21, 1973 

AM 10:12 11:55 President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. 
Mr. Haldeman ,vas also present for at least 
part of the time. 

PM 5:20 6:01 President met withMr. Dean in the President's _ 
EOB office. Also present were: 

Mr. Ziegler (departed at 5:25) 

Mr. I-ialde~an . _ . lO \ ~::-3Q 
Mr. Ehrlicnman (5:25-6:01) ...._O . 

V'cen. Sco,vcroft (5:27-6:05) 

March 22, 1973 

PM 1:57 3:43 President met with Mr. Dean in the President's 
EOE Office. Also present were: 

Mr. Ehrlichm.an (2:00-3:40) 
Mr. Haldem2.n (2:01-3:40) 
Mr. Mitchell (Z:01-3:43} 

. March 23, 1973 

PM 12:44 1:02 President talked · long distance with Mr. Dean. 
(The President initiated the call from Florida 
to Mr. Dean who was iri ·Washington, D. C.) 

3:28 3:44 Pre s ident talked long di£tance "vith Mr. Dean~ 
('l'he Pre siclent initiated ·the call from Florida 

to Mr. Dean who w~s in Camp David, Md.) 

No contact during the period April 1-14 

April 15, 1973 

PM . 9:17 10:12 President met with 1v1r. Dean in the President's 
EOB Office. 

· / March 22: 
V 

Deleted - - (Mr. Dean was scheduled to attend the President's 
staff briefing in the EOB Briefing Room which 
the President attended from 8:44-9:03. ·Attendance 

was not confirmed on this briefing.) 
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April 16, 1973 

AM 10:00 10:40 President met with Mr. Dean in Oval Office. 

PM 4:07 4:35 President met with Mr. Dean in the President's 
EOB Office. 

4:04 4:05 President talked with Mr. Dean. (The President 
initiated the call. ) 

· April 17, 1973 

AM 9:19 9:25 President talked with Mr. Dean. (The President 
initiated the call. ) 

IOIS30 
April 22, 1973 

AM 8:24 8:39 President phoned Mr. Dean from Key Biscayne. 
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49.2 MEMORANDUM OF JOHN DEAN'S CONVERSATIONS WITH THE PRESIDENT 
MARCH 1, 1973 ~ 

.J , .a. F ·'nl ·,973 

L 
March b, 1973 

March 7, 1973 

Dean r,-~ported on IRS investi~ati 0J.1 of f,;:,.,:q: O'B ,·>,1. 
I>C:c1.n i'(!po1·t(:!d on \Vate1 .. gate indict1-r:,-:nts. 

Disc1.1ss,::d ,::xecucivc priviL::ge, rninority counsel 
for Vfa.t0~·gatc Committee. Dc:an suggested Vfhite 
I~[oust.:! ai<les sL~_:,n1it ans,v,1rs to inter1:-ogatories. 

r>rcsir l cnt inquired of \Vat~rgati:,. D-~·;-!-il ::;;;_{(l ao 1/{hitc 

House involverncnt, Stans was v~cti111 of cir,:u:11.;t;;nc,!s, 
Colson was ligh;;ning rod bccai.:se ,1f his rcimt;i.tion. 
Discussed wi1·ct,,ppings \Vhich had :,,::en brought up 
in the Gcay he;:,.ri.1gs. Sullivan, Deputy Director, 
was fric . .-.d of Dc,an and Dean suggested they make 
sure that wil-etaps of prior years {other Adrninistra
tions) be made known. 

Preparation for 21·e ss co.1fercnce ·· - go ovc1· •i.ucstinn 
a-;-.1.d ans\,v(!·r 1)ook. \\'as dccidt~d ti1c c~ucsllon v::ould 

co,,,.:: t,,) as to \vh,y Dean \Vas sitting in on FBI inter·· 
vi Q \Vs o..~1d t1~a t t~1e ·1· ca sot1 \va s lie v-~ .. c. s co nd n cti 11g·· an 

i::Y\te .;tiba'Lion for trl(! PJ.·csidcnt. I'r~sldt::nt asked 
Dean to wri~,~ a r,;:),)rt. Dean··was ;,Jso c ... ·i',{r.al of 

Ci ray . 

(J~arch 2 press conference) 

:::)isci.:ssed executive privilege guidelines, decided 
to cover for,:-ier "White House personnel as well as 
pr\...-sent. 

~~.gain discussion executive privilege guidelines. 
Dean a.gain told the President the "\Vhite House was 
clear. The President inquired as to h,)\V :'at Cr: .. y 
\.Vas doing. D .. - , • . ~ r, ear: 1~: ;:or11.1ea n.1.m t. _:.;t. 

) 7-

(737) 



49. 2 FRED THOMPSON AFFIDAVIT, SSC EXHIBIT NO, . ?OA, 4 SSC 1794~95 

17!)4 

EXflllilT =-:o. iOA 

L"'i THE U~ITEO ST..:CT.ES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

SENATE SE ... EC7 COW.M.ITTEE ON PRESIDENTIAL ) 

· CAMPAIGN ACTIVITIES, ET. AL: ) 

J 
Plainti!fa ) 

) 
) 
) 

v. ) Civil 
) Action 
) No. __ _ _ 

) 

~IyHARD ?-.1.. ~"IXO~ . ) 
INDIVIDUALLY A.'.""D AS.PRES!DEXT OF TF.E u"':\1:TED STATES) 

) 

THE WH!T.E i-iOUSE ) 

W ASHI~GTO~. D, C. ) 
) 

Defendant ) 
) 

AFFID.~,:vrr OF FRED D. THO).~PSON' 

1. Ea.:-ly in Ji..ne. 19i3. the Wb.ite Houae tra.::.unitted 

to tlle Select Cor...inittee a. ~emo:-a.ndum (whic!:i is attached to t.'us 

a!fida.vit) l:sti..,g ·ce:-ta.in oral co::-~~unicatio::.s. both £a.ce-to-£a.ce a.nd 

telephonic. betweeo President :R_ic:i.ard '-{. Nixon a.nd John Wesley Dean III. 

This memora.odum, int-;r a.Ha ;- includes the -exact tunes and durations of 

these cornmW1ica.tions. a.nd. in the case of fa.ce-to-!a.ce corr.Inunications, 

the other pa.rtici?a.nts. i! any, in those conversations. 
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Z. Shortly the rcaftc r, I ·received a tele;,hone r:.-..11 

fron-, J. Fred Buzha.rdt, ~P"=i~l Ccu.-,.sel to the President. During 

this tele?hone call, Mi~. Buzhardt related to me his u.-,.derstanding 

a.s to fae substance -of certain portio:.s- of the enumerated conve:-satio:u, 

between ti:e ?resident and Mr. Dea:1. 

3.. During my discussio~ with Mr. Buzha.rdt, I 

made cetailed nc,tes on the· in!or:.:. ... tion that he- gave me. upon 

conclusion of the, conve,rsation, I p:-omptly prepared a "Merno:andum 

of Si.bsance oi Dean's Calls and ::1-!eeting wit.li. the President." a 

co;:,y of ~ii.ic~ is a.ttachud to fais a::'.:.davit. It is my belief that this 

me::nora~c:c.-:i accurately =e:"lec~;; fae 'irifo=ma.tion imparted to me by 

i:"red , 
\ 
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invoh·ed in an obstruction of justice. He would not accept ,my analysis 
and did not want me to get into it in any detail other than what I had 
just related. He reassured me not to worry, that I had no legal prob
lems. I raised this on another occasion with the President, ·when Dick 
) foore ,,. as J resent. 

MEETING OF )I.ARCH 1 

The first meeting on this date and the afternoon meeting which 
ccurred on March 1, related to preparing the President for his forth
oming press conference. The. President asked me a number of ques

tions about the Gray nomination hearings and facts that had come 
out during these hearings. In particular, I can recall him stating_ that 
there should be no problem with the fact that I had received the FBI 
reports. He said that I was conducting an im·estigation for him and 
that it would be perfectly proper for the counsel to the President to 
have looked at these reports. I did not tell the President that I had 
not conducted an investigation for him because I assumed he was well 
aware of this fact and that the so-called Dean investigation was a 
public relations matter, and that fre'l_nently the President made refer
ence in press -conferences to things that never had, in fact occurred. 

I was also aware that often in answering Watergate quest.ions, that 
he had made reference to my report and I did not feel that I could 
tell the President that he could not use mv name. There had been con
siderable adverse publicity stemming fron1 the Gra:v hearings and the 
fact that Gray was turning over ·FBI information to the Senate 
,Judiciary Committee, which caused the President to tell me at this 
morning meeting that Gray must be ,:pulled · up short.,: He told me 
that he had talked with the Attorney General to tell him to read the 
chapter in his book "Six Crises/ 1 dealing ,,.-ith the Hiss case regarding 
the lack of cooperation which Truman and the FBI had £rin)n to his 
investigation. He also told me the FBI Watergate materials should 
not be turned over by Gray. I informed him that I had had a meeting 
several days prior with Mr. Sullivan who had been at the FBI for -
many years and Sullivan had alluded to the fact that the FBI had been 
used for political purposes by past administrations. I cited a few 
examples that Mr. Sullivan had given me. The President told me to 
get this information from Sullivan. The President told me that he 
was reading a book at that time called ';The 1~ )Iistnkes of Kennedy," 
and 'he told me that I should read the chapter regarding Kennedy's 
use of the FBI. He also told me that I should gather anv material I 
could gather regarding the uses and abusrs of tl~c FBI bv ·past admin
istrations so that we coi1lcl show that we had not abused the FBI for 
political purposes. 

The President told me that he was com-inced that he had been wire
t.apped in 1968 and the fact that DeLoach had not been forthcoming 
indicated . to the President that De Loach ,ms pmbabl_v lying. He told 
me that I should call Don Kendall, DeLoach's employer. and tell him 
that DeLoach had better start tellinrr the truth because ,:the bovs are 
coming out. of the woodwork.:: He s,-iid this ploy may smoke DeLoach 
ont. I might respond that I newr did call }fr. Kendall. He also asked 
me who else might know about the bugging: of his 19n8 campaign and 
I suggested that }Ir. Tolson. Hoo\·er's former assistant, might have 
some knowledge of it. He told me that he probably ought to call Mr. 
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Tc:>lson and wish him happy birthday or good health and 'Possibly get 
some information from him when he was talking to him. The dis
cussion then turned back to the Hiss case and I reminded the Presi
dent ofthe strong statement he had tnade in 1950 regarding Truman's . 
refusal to provide his committee with information 7 and that speech 
might he raised at his press conference. He asked me to go get a copy 
of that speech. 1I returned to his office shortly with a copy of the speech, 
and he asked me to discuss with him how it could be differentiated 
from the present situation . 

.During the March 1 afternoon meeting the ·President also asked 
me some questions about executive privilege and the timin& on the 
release of the execufoie privilege statement which .he had discussed 
in· his press conference on January 31. I told him that the statement, 
as far as I was concerned, was ready for release and merely would 
require the sign.off of a handful of other .people. I told him I thought 

._ __ _.·~.,uld be out within a week. , -· 
It was during the days after this series of March 1 meetings with 

the President that the name Dean began coming increasingly to the 
fo~efront in the Gray confirmation hearin~, and the rumblings were 

>that there was going to be a situation wnere Dean could he called 
to the committee to testify and a number of Senators were anxious to 
use me as a vehicle to test executive privilege. On March 4 or 5, I 
had a conversation with Ehrlichman in which I might add occurred 
in the hall of the '\1'{ est Building, in which •I told him that I though~ 
it would be very difficult to maintain a court test of executive privilege 
over me, when in fact I had only met with the President infrequently 
and had had very few conversations with him that would be protected. 
It was followinO' this conversation with Ehrlichman that I began 
meetin~ and talking with the President, at his request, with ever 
increasing frequency. The Presidential meetingof March 6. 

Senator ERVIN [presiding]. A Yote has been called on a IO-minute 
basis. I expect the committee had better go and come back. "\Ve will 
finish this statement this afternoon. 

[Recess.] 
Senator ERVIN. The committee will resume. 
Mr. ·DASH. Mr. Dean, you can proceed. Senator Weicker is here 

making a quorum, as required by our rules. . 
1\Ir. DEAN. Thank you. · 

1\-fEETING OF MARCH 6 

This meeting was brief and a general discussion of the status of 
the Gray hearings and the President reminded me again that I should 
report directly to him and not inrnlve Haldeman and Ehrlichman 
with ,vatergate-related matters. · · 

MEETING OF ~L\RCH 7 

The President was yery unhappy with Gray's nerformance before 
the Senate Judiciary Committee. I1i my meeting with him on this elate 
he made a reference to the fact that Gm v's comnwnt rc>p:arding my sit
ting in on the investigations by the FBI was absnrcl. }fo felt it was 
perfectly proper that I was present at those intP1Tiews and said that 
Gray's attitude that he "jolly well" went. forward because he had no 
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50. On March 2, 1973 President Nixon explained at a press confer-

ence that John Dean had acc1:!.ss to FBI interviews in July and August 

1972 because he had conducti:!.d an investigation at the direction of the 

President. The President stated that Dean's investigation showed that 

no one on the White House staff in July and August at the time Dean 

conducted his investigation had knowledge of or was involved in the 

Watergate matter. The Pres:Ldent promised to cooperate with the 

Senate Select Connnittee if it conducted its investigation in an 

even-handed way. The President stated that because of executive 

privilege, no President could ever agree to allow the Counsel to the 

President to testify before a congressional committee. The President 

said that if the Congress r1:!.quested information from a member of the 

White House staff, arrangemimts would be made to provide that 

information. 

Page 

50.1 President N:Lxon news conference, March 2, 1973, 
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faith and to believe in it, and to practice a life of diffi
culties and hardships and pioneering and to build for the 
future. 

If we had the choice, if people would say to us, "Look, 
you can only have one friend in this world. Choose," I 
have no doubt whom we would have chosen. Throughout 
the years, in these very recent years, you know very well 
what you and your people mean to Israel. 

I have personally very many thin 6,s to be thankful for 
in my long life. I include even the difficulties that I had 
to face, because I can honestly say at least one thing: I 
never ran away from a difficult situation. I have more 
courage to face our young men and women at home. 

We discussed at the table the heroes, the heroes of the 
wives and parents of your prisoners of war, the joy that 
we feel, all of us in the world, that they are coming back 
to their families. The difficulty to sit around at home for 
me with a group of these young wives--not very many, 
thank God, only 13 men in Egypt and in Syria~but I 
look at these young women, with their little children, and 
their husbands torn away from them, brave, courageous, 
or when I have to face widows, orphans, mothers, and 
fathers who have lost their dear ones--in moments of 
that kind, I have been able to be stronger in my ability 
to face these real heroes of all nations, because, Mr. Presi
dent, you have made it possible for us to know we are 
not alone. 

And again, I have been privileged-I don't know 
why-that in the last few years I should be the messenger 
to bring this great message to my people, young and old, 
and say to my people, "We are not alone; we have a 
friend." This people, through the man who carries the 
greatest burden and highest office, through its President, 
made it pos.sible for us to know in the dangerous position 
that we still are, that we are not alone. 

For this, Mr. President, for all that you have done, for 
your understanding of what we are striving for, for your 
not doubting that what we really want is an honest and 
real and true and lasting peace with our neighbors, that 
the greatest dream that we are dreaming is to cooperate 
with our neighbors, to cross the borders not with tanks but 
with tractors, to help, together with our neighbors, to build 
the area that has known so much bloodshed and so much 
war and so much destruction, to build together with our 
neighbors an area where people, men and women and 
little children, will be happy and will live and will find 
all this worthwhile. 

When that great day comes-I said the other night to 
a group of friends, we have a song about peace, what 
will happen when pea;:e comes, and the song has a re
frain: This is not a fantasy, this is not a dream, this is 
true; i.f it won't happen today, then tomorrow; if not 
tomorrow, then the next day, but this is not a fantasy and 
not a dream. 

Mr. President, when that great day comes, and I am 
convinced that it will come, we will always remember that 
in days of sorrow and difficulty and danger, we were not 
alone, we had a friend. 

Ladies and gentlemen, to the President. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10: 01 p.m. in the State Dining Room 
at the White House. 

THE PRESIDENT'S 
NEWS CONFERENCE OF 
MARCH 2, 1973 
THE PRESIDENT. I have one announcement for those who 
are members of the traveling press. 

MEETING WITH PRESIDENT THrEU 

We have now set the date for the San Clemente meet
ing with President Thieu, and it will be April 2 and 3. 
Those of you who desire to go should make your plans, if 
you could, to leave on the Friday before, because I am 
going to California to attend a dinner on that occasion for 
John Ford on Saturday night, the 31st, and then the meet
ings will start the following Tuesday and will be concluded 
that week. 

I will take any other questions you have. 

QUESTIONS 

CEASE-FIRES IN LAOS AND CAMBODIA 

Q. Mr. President, there has been considerable specula
tion and interpretation after the Laos cease-fire pact to the 
effect that the Communists gained more out of this than 
they did out of the Geneva Accords, and also a situa- · 
tion in Cambodia that no one seems to be able to inter
pret. Originally you hinged your peace settlement on 
all of Indochina. 

\Vha,t is your expectation in these areas, and how much 
confidence do you have that stability will be maintained? 

THE PRESIDENT. Mr. Sheldon, first, with regard to 
Laos, the agreement there was made by the Royal Laotian 
Government, and it is an agreement which we, of course, 
supported and we accept. I have noted that ,·arious ele
ments within Laos have questioned the decision by 
Souvanna Phouma to make the agreement that he did. 
But the key to that agreement, and what will make the 
cease-fire work is an unequivocal prm·ision in the agree
ment that we made and that is for the withdrawal of all 
foreign forces from Laos. We expect that to be adhered 
to, and when that is adhered to, we believe that the 
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as :1. B11t what mattere d wa ~ tha t in the end , the average 
worked out so that we almost achieved our goal of 3 per
cent. Wcgottn3.+. 

Now what we are concerned about is to see that in 
the negotiations in the year 1973 those negotiations are 
undertaken with enough flexibility- some will go a little 
higher, some will go a little lower-but with enough flexi
bility so that we don't have a wage-price push which would 
destroy the goai that everybody unanimously agrees we 
should try to achieve of 2.5 at the end of the year at the 
retail level. I am sure that confuses you. 

THE AMERICAN DOLLAR 

Q. Mr. President, what kind o'r trouble is the American 
dollar in in Europe, in your judgment? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, the American dollar, I think, 
is being attacked by international speculators. I know that 
when I use that term my sophisticates in the Treasury De
partment shudder because they believe these great forces 
are not determined by speculation and the rest. But as 
I look at the American economy, as I look at the American 
rate of inflation, I would say that the dollar is a good 
bet in the world markets today. 

The United States has the lowest rate of inflation of 
any major industrial country. The United States has cer
tainly the strongest economy of the major industrial coun
tries . The United States also has a program, which we 
believe is going to work, for continuing to control inflation. 
We have a very tight budget, or I should say a responsible 
budget. Let me point out, it is not a budget which is cut; 
it is a budget, however, which does not go up as much 
as some would want it to go, and therefore, one that will 
continue to cool the inflationary fires. And, of course, 
under these circumstances, we believe that the dollar is 
a sound currency and that this international attack upon 
it by people who make great sums of money by speculat
ing-one time they make a run on the mark and the 
next time it is on the yen, and now it is on the dollar
we will survive it. 

Let me say there will not be another devaluation. I 
would say, second, we are going to continue our program 
of fiscal responsibility so that the dollar will be sound 
at home and, we trust as well, abroad .. And we also arc 
going to continue our efforts to get the other major coun
tries to participate more with us in the goal that we believe 
we should all achieve, which we set out at the time of the 
Smithsonian and the other agreemen ts, and that is of 
get ting an international monetary system which is flexible 
enough to take care of these, what I believe are, temporary 
attacks on one currency or another. 

Q. Can we do anything to bring these speculators under 
con trol? 

TH E PRESIDENT. \Ve cannot, because I would say for 
the most part they are operating in the international area, 
and all that we can do is to keep our do.liar a;; sound as we 

can at home , to keep our economy a, ,ound as we can, to 
he as respon, iblc as we can so th;it the run on the dollar 
does n<, t mean a w•:akne,;s of the ,\merican economy or of 
the dollar, in fact, that we spend here at home. 

RENT CO>iTROLS 

Q. Mr. President, are you possibly giving any thought 
to reviving the Rent Control Board? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, we are not. Rent controls have an 
enormous public appeal, particularly when you see some 
of the gouging that goes on in individual cases. The diffi0 

culty with rent control, however-and any of you who 
have visited Paris or some of the other major cities which 
have had rent control almost since W arid War II and see 
what has happened to rents, particularly of new dwellings, 
know what I am talking about-the difficulty with rent 
control, if you put a rent control ceiling on that is not 
economically viable so that the builders and those who will 
rent apartments and so forth cannot and will not make 
their investment, all that happens is that you get a shortage 
of housing, the pressures go up, and also you find that the 
landlords don't keep up the places. 

No , I do not think that rent controls is the right answer. 
I think the answer to the problem of rents is production of 
housing which will deal with it. 

THE WATERGATE CASE 

Q. Mr. President, now that the Watergate case is over, 
the trial is over, could you give us your view on the verdict 
and what implications you see in the verdict on public 
confidence in the political system? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, it would not be proper for me 
to comment on the case when it not only is not over, but 
particularly when it is also on appeal. 

I will simply say with regard to the Watergate case 
wha t I have said previously, that the investigation con
ducted by Mr. Dean, the White House Counsel, in which, 
incidentally, he had access to the FBI records on this par
ticular matter because I directed him to conduct this 
investigation, indicates that n~ one on the White House 
Staff, at the time he conducted the investigation-that 
was last July and August-was involved or had knowl
edge of the Watergate matter. And, as far as the balance 
of the case is concerned, it is now under investigation by 
a Congressional committee and that committee should 
go forward, conduct its investigation in an even-handed 
way , going into charges made against both candidates, 
both political parties. And if it does , as Senator Ervin has 
indicated it will, we will, of course cooperate with the 
committee just as we cooperated with the grand jury. 

CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS AND EXECUTIVE PRIVILEGE 

Q. Mr. President, yesterday at the Gray hearings, 
Senator Tunney suggested he might ask the committee to 
ask for John Dean to appear before that hearing to talk 

Vofvme 9-N umb•r 9 

(745) 



50.1 PRESI DENT NIXON NEWS CONFERENCE, MARCH 2, 1973, 
9 PRESI DENTIAL DOCUMENTS 214, 219-20 

220 PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: RICHARD NIXON, 1973 

about the Watergate case and the FBI-White House 
relationship . Would you object to that? 

THE PRESIDENT. Of course. 
. Why? 

, HE RESIDENT. \Veil, becau se It 1s executive pnv1-
lege. I mean you can't-I, of course- no President could 
e\·cr agree to allow the Counsel to the President to go 
down and testify before a committee. 

On the other hand, as far as any committee of the Con
gress is concerned, where information is requested that 
a member of the White House Staff may have, we will 
make arrangements to provide that information, but 
members of the White House Staff, in that position at 
least, cannot be brought before a Congressional commit
tee in a formal hearing for testimony. I stand on the same 

osition there that every President has stood on. 
EPORTER. Thank you, Mr. President. 

Q. Mr. President, on that particular point, if the Coun
sel was involved--

THE PRESIDENT. He always gets two. (Laughter) 
Q. -if the Counsel was involved in an illegal or im

proper act and the prima facie case came to light, then 
would you change the rules relative to the White House 
Counsel? 

THE PRESIDENT. I do not expect that to happen, and 
if.it should happen I would have to answer that question 
at that point . 

Let me say, too, that I know that, since you are on your 
feet, Clark [Mollenhoff), that you had asked about the 
Executive Privilege statement, and we will have that 
available toward the end of next week or the first of the 
following week, for sure, because obviously, the Ervin 
Committee is interested in that statement, and that will 
answer, I think, some of the questions with regard to how 
information can be obtained from a member of the White 
Hou se Staff, but consistent with executive privilege. 

REPORTER. Thank you again. 

:SOTE: 'President Nixon's thirtieth news conference was held at 11 : 08 
a .m. on Friday, March 2, 1973, in the Briefing Room at the White 
Hou se. 

"Heart-of-the-Year" Award 
to the President 

Exchange of Remarks Between the Pre.<ident and Dr. 
Paul N. Yu, President of the American Heart 
Association, at the Presentation Ceremony. 
March 2, 1973 

DR. Yu . Mr. President , each vear the American Heart 
A~sociation has been pri,·ilcgcd 'to honor a distinguished 
America n with the "Heart-of -the-Year" Award. For the 
past 4 years, Mr. President, you have graciously consented 

to present the award in our name . This year we would 
like very much to have you keep it. 

Mr. President, we · are really extremely plea5ed and 
proud to present the 1973 "Heart-of-the-Year" Award 
to you in recognition of your consistent support and en
couragemrnt of the voluntary action in th e health field. 
Your support has helped make it possible for us to expand 
the role of the volunteer and of our voluntary health 
agency to fight the number one health problem-heart 
and blood diseases. 

As you know, the goal of the American Heart As.soci
ation is to conquer heart and blood vessel diseases through 
the support of cardiovascular research, education, and 
commingled services. We are very confident that with the 
sustained guidance, support, and encouragement we will 
achieve our goals. 

So, Mr . President, please accept this award as a small 
token of our great appreciation, 

The citation reads: "1973 Heart-of-the-Year Award. 
Presented by the American Heart Association to President 
Richard M. Nixon for his consistent support and encour
agement of voluntary programs combatting the nation's 
most serious health problem-heart and blood vessel 
diseases,'' 

Thank you very much . 
THE PRESIDENT. Thank you very much, Dr. Yu. 
In accepting this award, Doctor, I want to accept it on 

behalf of those of you who deserve it, and that is the 
volunteers both here in the District of Columbia and all 
over this Nation. 

I noted in my talking papers that I was to mention 
the fact that I should accept it because, and make note 
of the fact that this Administration has committed ap
proximately $100 million to research in the field of heart 
disease. 

But I cannot take the credit for that. The taxpayers of 
America, all of the American people, have made it possible 
to do research and go forward. 

That is the governmental side, but what is done on the 
voluntary side, which you represent here today, is equally 
important . This is the seed money, and then the volunteers 
will go far beyond that in finding, certainly, a solution to 
this problem . 

Just let me say one thing personally. As you presented 
this here in this Oval Office of the President, I think about 
the two Presidents-the three Presidents-who preceded 
me in this office. President Eisenhower, of course, had a 
heart attack in 1955, and e,·entually that was the cause 
of death; and that President Johnson had a heart attack 
while he was in the Senate, and that that was the cause 
of death. 

I think back over my public life of going to vi, it Presi
dent Eisenhower in Denver right after his heart attack, 
which is something that I will never forget, and also 
going to visit President Johnson when he was in Bethesda 
Hospital. I am not suggesting by that that Presidents are 
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faith and to believe in it, and to pra ctice a life of diffi
culties and hard ships and pioneering and to build for the 
future. 

If we had the choice, if people would say to us, "Look, 
you can only have one friend in this world. Choose," I 
have no doubt whom we would have chosen. Throughout 
·the years, in ·these very recent years, you know very well 
what you and your people mean to Israel. 

I have personally very many things to be thankful for 
in my long life. I include even the difficulties that I had 
to face, because I can honestly say at least one thing: I 
never ran away from a difficult situation. I have more 
courage to face our young men and women at home. 

We discussed at the table the heroes, the heroes of the 
wives and parents of your prisoners of war, the joy that 
we feel, all of us in the world, that they are coming back 
to their families. The difficulty to sit around at home for 
me with a group of these young wives--not very many, 
thank God, only 13 men in Egypt and in Syria-but I 
· look at these young women, with their little children, and 
their husbands tom away from them, brave, courageous, 

· or when I have to face widows, orphans, mothers, and 
fathers who have lost th~ir dear ones--in moments of 
that kind, I have been· able to be stronger in my ability 
to face these real heroes of all nations, because, Mr . Presi
dent, you have made it possible for us to know we are 
not alone. 

And again, I have been privileged-'-! don't know 
why-that in the last few years I should be the messenger 
to bring this great message to my people, young and old, 
and say to my people, "We are not alone; we have a 
friend." This people, through the man who carries the 
greatest burden and highest office, through its President, 
made it possible for us to know in the dangerous position 
that we still are, that we are not alone. 

For this, Mr. President, for all that you have done, for 
your understanding of what we are striving for, for your 
not doubting that what we really want is an honest and 
real and true and lasting peace with our neighbors, that 
the greatest dream that we are dreaming is to cooperate 
with our neighbors, to cross the borders not with tanks but 
with tractors, to help, together with our neighbors, to build 
the area that has known so much bloodshed and so much 
war and so much destruction, to build together with our 
neighbors an area where people, men and women and 
little children, will be happy and will live and will find 
all this worthwhile. 

When that great day comes--! said the other night to 
a group of friends, we have a song about peace, what 
will happen when peace comes, and the song has a re
frain : This is not a fantasy, this is not a dream, this is 
true; if it won't happen today, then tomorrow; if not 
tomorrow, then the next day, but this is not a fantasy and 
not a dream. 

Mr . President, when that great day comes, and I am 
convinced that it will come, we will always rcmemher that 
in <la}'s of sorrow and difficulty and dan ger, we were not 
alone, we had a friend. 

Ladies and gentlemen, to the President. 

NOTE: Th.- President spoke at 10:01 p.m. in the State Dining Room 
at the White House. 

THE PRESIDENT'S 
NE"WS CONFERENCE OF 
MARCH 2, 1973 
THE PRESIDENT. I have one announcement for those who 
are members of the traveling press. 

MEETING WITH PRESIDENT THIEU 

We have now set the date for the San Clemente .meet
ing with President Thieu, and it will be April 2 and 3. 
Those of you who desire to go should make your plans, if 
you could, to leave on the Friday before, because I am 
going to California to attend a dinner on that occasion for 
John Ford on Saturday night, the 31st, and then the meet
ings will start the following Tuesday and will be conduded 
that week. 

I will take any other questions you have. 

QUESTIONS 

CEASE-FIRES IN LAOS ANO CAMBODIA 

Q: Mr. President, there has been considerable specula
tion and interpretation after the Laos cease-fire pact to the 
effect that the Communists gained mere out of this than 
they did out of the Geneva Accords, and also a situa
tion in Cambodia that no one seems to be able to inter
pret. Originally you hinged your peace settlement on 
all of Indochina. -,,. 

What is your expectation in these areas , and how much 
conf.dence do you have that stability will be maintained? 

THE PRESIDENT. Mr. Sheldon, first, with regard to 
Laos, the agreement there was made by the Royal Laotian 
Government, and it is an agreement which we, of course, 
supported and we accept. I have noted that various ele
ments within Laos have questioned the decision by 
Souvanna Phouma to make the agreement that he did . 
But the key to that agreement, and what will make the 
cease-fire \vork is an unequivocal provision in the agree- · 
ment that we made and that is for the withdrawal of all 
foreign forces from Laos. We expect that to be adhered 
to, and when that is adhered to. we belie\·e that the 
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·" :L Bm -.vlrnt 111attt:red was th at in the enJ , the avcra~e 
wnrkr:d out so that we almost achieved our goal of 3 per
cent. We g-ot to 3.4-. 

Now what we are concerned about is to see that in 
the negotiations in the year l ::l73 those negotiations are 
undertaken with enough flexibility-some will go a little 
higher, some will go a little lower-but with eno;1gh flexi
bility so that we don't have a wage-price push which would 
destroy the goal that everybody unanimously agrees we 
should try to achieve of 2.5 at the end of the vear at the 
retail level. lam sure that confuses you. · 

THE AMERICAN DOLLAR 

Q. Mr. President, what kind of trouble is the American 
dollar in in Europe, in your judgment? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, the American dollar, I think, 
is being attacked by international speculators. I know that 
when I use that term my sophisticates in the Treasury De
partment shudder because they believe these great forces 
are not determined by speculation and the rest. But as 
I look at the American economy, as I look at the American 
rate of inflation, I would say that the dollar is a good 
bet in the world markets today. 

T!ie United States has the lowest rate of inflation of 
any major industrial country. The United States has cer
tainly the strongest economy of the major industrial coun
tries. The United States also has a program, which we 
believe is going to work, for continuing to control inflation. 
We have a very tight budget, or I should say a responsible 
budget. Let me point out, it is not a budget which is cut; 
it is a budget, however, which does not go up as much 
as some would want it to go, and therefore, one that will 
_continue to cool the inflationary fires. And, of course, 
under these circumstances, we believe that the dollar is 
a sound currency and that this international attack upon 
it by people who make great sums of money by speculat
ing--one time they make a run on the mark and the 
next time it is on the yen, and now it is on the dollar
we will survive it . 

Let me say there will not be anothe r devaluation. I 
· would say, second, we are going to continue our program 
of fiscal responsibility so that the dollar will be sound 
at home and, we trust as well, abroad. And we also are 
going to continue our efforts to get the other major coun
tries to participate more with us in the goal that we believe 
we should all achieve, which we set out at the time of the 
Smithsonian and the other agreements, and that is of 
getting an international monetary system which is flexible 

·· enough to take care of these, what I believe are, temporary 
attacks on one currency or another . . 

Q. Can we do anything to bring these speculators under 
control? 

THE PRESIDENT. We cannot, because I would say for 
the most part they are operating in the international area, 
and all that we can do is to keep our dollar as sound as we 

can at horne, to keep our cconomv a., sou nd ,L-; we can , to 
lie a.s rcsron,iblc :ts we can so that the run on the dollar 
does not mean a weakness of the Ameri can economy or of 
the dollar, in fact, that we spend here at home. 

RENT CONTROLS 

Q . Mr. President, are you possibly giving any thought 
to reviving the Rent Control Board? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, we are not. Rent controls have an 
enormous public appeal, particularly when you see some 
of the gouging that goes on in individual cases. The diffi
culty with rent control, however-and any of you who 
have visited Paris or some of the other major cities which 
have had rent control almost since W arid War II and see 
what has happened to rents, particularly of new dwellings, 
know what I am talking about---the difficulty with rent 
control, if you put a. rent control ceiling on that 1s not 
economically viable so that the builders and those who will 
rent apartments and so forth cannot and will not make 
their investment, all that happens is that you get a shortage 
of housing, the pressures go up, and also you find that the 
landlords don't keep up the places. 

No, I do not think that rent controls is the right answer. 
I think the answer to the problem of rents is production of 
housing which will deal with it_ 

THE WAT-ERGATE CASE 

Q. Mr. President, now that the Watergate case is over; 
the trial is over, could you give us your view on the verdict 
arid what implications you see in the verdict on public 
confidence in the political system? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, it would not be proper for me 
to comment 0:1 the case when it not only is not over, but 
particularly when it is also on appeal. 

I will simply say with regard to the Watergate case 
what I have said previously, that the investigation con
ducted by Mr. Dean, the White House Counsel, in which, 
incidentally, he had access to the FBI records on this par
ticular matter because I directed him to conduct this 
investigation, indicates that no one on the White House 
Staff, at the time he conducted the . investigation-that 
was last July and August-was involved or had knowl
edge of the Watergate matter. And, as far as the balance 
of the case is concerned, it is now under investigation by 
a Congressional committee and that committee should 
go forward, conduct its investigation in an even-handed 
way, going into charges made against both candidates, 
both political parties. And if it does, as Senator EiVin has 
indicated it will, we will, of course cooperate with the 
committee just as we cooperated with the grand jury. 

CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS Al\D EXECUTIVE PRfVILEGE 

Q. Mr. President, yesterday .at the Gray hearings, 
Senator Tunney suggested he might ask the committee to 
ask for John Dean to appear before that hearing to talk 
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I :ibout the \Vatcrgate ca5e and the FBI-White Hou se 
L.:~!/tion:,hip. \Yould you object to that? 

1'1u : PRESIDENT. Of course. 
· Q. Why? 

THE PR ES IDE;-<T. Well, because it is executive pnv1-
lege. I m".an you can't-I, of course-no President could 
e,-er agTee to allow the Counsel to the President to go 
down and testify before a committee. 

On the other hand, as far as any committee of the Con
gress is concerned, where information is requested that 
a member of the White House Staff may have, we wiIJ 
make arrangements to provide that information, ·. but 
members of the White House Staff, in that position at 
least, cannot be brought before a Congressional commit
tee in a formal hearing for testi..'"!1ony. I stand on the same 
position there that every President has stood on. 

REPORTER. Thank you, Mr. President. 
Q. Mr. President, on that particular point, if the Coun

sel was involved--
THE PRESIDENT. He always gets two. (Laughter) 
Q. -if the Counsel was involved in an illegal or im

proper act and the prima facie case came to light, then 
would you change the rules relative to the White House 
Counsel? .-

THE PRESIDENT. I do not expect that to happen, and 
if it should happen I would have to answer that question 
at that point. 

Let me say, too, that I know that, since you are on your 
feet, Clark [Mollenhoff], that you had asked about the 
Executive Privilege statement, and we will have that 
available toward the end of next week or the first of the 
following week, for sure, because obviously, the Ervin 
Committee is interested in that statement, and that will 
answer, I think, some of theequestions with regard to how 
information can be obtained from a member of the White 
House Staff, but consistent with executive privilege. 

REPORTER. Thank you again. 

l<OTE: 'Pre,ident Nixon's thirtieth new, conference was held at 11: 08 
a .m. on Friday, March 2, 1973, in the Briefing Room at the White 
House . 

"Heart-of-the-Year" Award 
to the President 

Exchange of Remarks Between the President and Dr. 
Paul N. Yu, President of the American Heart 
Association, at the Presentation Ceremony. 
March 2, 1973 

DR. Yu. Mr. Pn:sident, each year the American Heart 
Association has been privileged to honor a distinguished 
American with the " Ht"art-of-the-Year" Award. For the 
past 1 vears, .Mr. President, you have graciously consented 

RICHARD NIXON, 1973 

to pn:sent the award in our name. This year we would 
like very much to have you keep it. 

Mr. Pr~i dcnt, we are really extremely pleased and 
proud to present the 1973 ;'Heart-of-the-Year" Award 
to you in recognition rif your consistent support and en
couragement of the volunt ary action in the health field. 
Your support has helped make it possible for us to expand 
the role of the volunteer and of our voluntary health 
agency to fight the number one health problem-heart 
and blood diseases. 

As you know, the goal of the American Heart Associ-. 
ation is to conquer heart and blood vessel diseases through 
the support of cardiovascular research, education, and 
commingled services. We are very confident that with the 
sustained guidance, support, and encouragement we will 
achieve our goals. 

So, Mr. President, please accept this award as a small 
token of our great appreciation. 

The citation reads: "1973 Heart-of-the-Year Award. 
Presented by the American Heart Association to President 
Richard M .. Nixon for his consistent support and encour
agement of voluntary programs combatting the nation's 
most serious health problem-heart and blood vessel 
diseases." 

Thank you very much. 
THE PRESIDENT. Thank you very much, Dr. Yu. 
In accepting this award, Doctor, I want to accept it on 

behalf of those of you who deserve it, and that is the 
volunteers both here in the District of Columbia and all 
over this Nation. 

I noted in my talking papers that I was to mention 
the fact that I should accept it because, and make note 
of the fact that this Administration has committed ap
proximately $100 million to research in the fidd of heart 
disease. 

But I cannot take the credit for that. The taxpayers of 
America, all of the American people, have made it p<)Sfilble 
to do research and go forward. 

That is the governmental side, but what is done on the 
voluntary side, which you represent here today, is equally 
important . This is the seed money, and then the volunteers 
will go far beyond that in finding, certainly, a solution to 
this problem. 

Just let me say one thing personally. As you presented 
this here in this Oval Office of the President, I think about 
the two Presidents--the three Presidents--who preceded 
me in this office. President Eisenhower, of course, had a 
heart attack in 1955, and eventually that was the cause 
of death; and that President Johnson had .a heart attack 
while he was in the Senate, and that that was the cause 
of death. 

I think back over my public life of going to visit Presi
dent Eisenhower in Denn:r right after his heart attack, 
which is something that I will never forget, and :tlso 
going to ,·isit President John son when he was in Bethesda 
Hospital. I am not suggesting by th:i.t that Presidents are 
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Tolson and wish him happy birthday or good health and possibly get 
some information from him when he was talking to him. The dis
cussion then turned back to the llis.<J case ancl I reminded the Presi
dent of the strong statement he had made in U)5() regarding Truman's 
refusal to provide his committee with information, and that speech 
might be raised at his press conference. He asked me to go get a copy 
o:f that speech. 1I returned to his office shortly w'ith a copy of the speech, 
and he asked me to discuss with him how it could be differentiated 
from the present situation. 

During the March 1 afternoon meeting the President also asked 
me some questions about executive privilege and the timing on the 
release o:f the executive privilege statement ,vhich he had discussed 
in his press conference: on January 31. I told him that the statement, 
as far as I was concerned, was ready for release and merely would 
require the signo:ff o:f a handful o:f other people. I told him I thought 

n. t could be out within a week. 
It was during the days after this series of }larch 1 meetings with 

he President that the name Dean began coming increasingly to the 
:forefront in the Gray confirmation hearings, and the rumblings were 

. that there was going to be a situation where Dean could be called 
to the committee to testify and a number o:f Senators -were anxious to 
use me as a vehicle to test executive privilege. On )larch 4 or 5, I 
had a conversation with Ehrlichman in which I might add occurred 
in the hall o:f the vVest Building, in -which I told him that I thought 
it would be very difficult to maintain a court test o:f executire priYilege 
over me, when in fact I had only met with the President infrequently· 

L
and had had very fe-w conversations -with. him that -would be protected .. 
It -was :following this conversation -with Ehrlichman that I began 
meeting and talking with the President, at his request, with ewr 
mcreasmg :frequency. The Presidential meeting o:f )Iarch 6. 

Senator ERnx [presiding]. A rnte has been called on a 10-ruinute 
basis. I expect the committee had better go and come back. ,v e will 
finish this statement this afternoon. 

[Recess.] 
.:,,::uator ERYIX. The committee will resume. 
Mr. DAsH. Mr. Dean, you can proceed. Senator 1Veicker is here 

making a quorum, as required by our rules. . 
)Ir. DEAN. Thank you. 

MEETING OF )faRCH 6 

This meeting -was brief and a general discussion of the status of 
the Gray hearings and the President rPminded me again that I should 
report ctirectly to him and not invoh·e Haldeman and Ehrlichman 
with ,y aterga te-related matters. 

MEETING OF ')faRCH 7 

The President was wry unhappy with Gray·s l'l'rformaneP before 
the Senate ,Judiciary Committee. In nw meeting with him on this date 
he ma.de a. reference.to the fa.ct that G1:av's eon1nH'nt n•g-anling nn- sit
ting in on the im·estigations by the FDI was ahsunt' II,, f1.:lt it wa:,; 
perfectly proper that I was prC'sent at thost' intPn-ipw:-: :111tl said thnt 
Gray's attitude that he "jolly well" went forward bec:rn~e lw had no 
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52. On March 6, 1973 the President met with John Dean in the 

Oval Office between 11:49 a.m. and 12:00 noon. According to information 

supplied to the Senate Select Connnittee by White House Special Counsel 

Buzhardt, the President decided that executive privilege guidelines 

would cover former as well as present White House personnel. Dean has 

testified that the President told him to report directly to the President 

and not to involve Haldeman and Ehrlichman with Watergate-related matters. 

On March 7, 1973 the President met with Dean in the Oval Office from 

8:53 to 9:16 a.m. and, according to information supplied by Buzhardt, 

there was a discussion of executive privilege guidelines; Dean told the 

President that the White House was clear; and the President inquired as 

to how Gray was doing. Dean has tes .tified that the President instructed 

him to tell Attorney General Kleindienst to cut oft Gray from turning 

over any further Watergate reports to the Senate Judiciary Connnittee. 

52.1 Meetings and conversations between the President 
and John Dean, March 6-7, 1973 (received from 

Page 

White House) •...•.••.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•••.• 754 

52.2 Memorandum of substance of Dean's calls and 
meetings with the President, March 6-7, 1973 
(received from SSC) and accompanying Fred 
Thompson affidavit, SSC Exhibit No. 70A, 
4 SSC 1794-95 ....•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.....• . -.... 761 

52.3 John Dean tes t imony, 3 SSC 994-95 .•••••.••••••••••••• 764 
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52.1 'MEETINGS AND CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND 
JOHN DEAN MARCH 6-7 3 1973 

101530 
1vfEETINGS AND TELEPHONE CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN 

THE PRESIDENT AND JOHN W. DEAN, III 

No contact between the President and John W. Dean, III, during January, 
February, and March 1972 

April 13, 1972 

PM 4:31 4:34 President met with Frank PeMarco, Jr •• and 
John Dean to sign 1971 income tax returns. 

May 1, 1972 

PM 3:02 3:07 President had photo opportunity in Rose Garden for 
National Secretaries Week. Mr. Dean attended 

No contact between the President and John W. Dean, III, during June and 
July 1972. 

August 14, 

PM 
12:45 
12:49 
12:49 
12:49 
12:49 
12:49 
12:49 
12:49 

1972 

l :11 
1 :09 
1 :11 
1:11 
1 :12 
I :12 
l: 12 
1 :12 

The President met to sign personal legal documents with: 
The First Lady 
John J. Ratchford 
Mr. Butte:.:field 
Mr. Haldeman 
Mr. Ehr lichman 
John W. Dean, III 
John H. Alexander 
Richard S. Ritzel 

No ·other contact during August 1972 
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52.1 MEETINGS AND CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND 
JOHN DEAN, MARCH 6-73 19?3 

September 15, 1972 · -~ 0, ·1 ~ ·- , ; ._.,. ... 
-11 ·o . . :.c,· , 
1 ·

1 iS"0'0 
PM 

3:15 6:17 
5:27 6:17 

The President met with: 

Mr. Haldeman 
Mr. Dean 

{The President talked with Mr. MacGregor by 
phone from 5:36 tti 5:38) 

No other contact during September 1972 

October 9, 1972 

PM 3:10 3:34 

3:23 3:34 

The President met with Samuel Newhouse, President· 
of Newhouse Newspapers and Newhouse Broadcasting 
and Herb I<1ein. 

John Dean joined' the meeting. 

November 8, 1972 · 

The President attended a senior staff meeting in the 
Roosevelt Room, Mr. ··John Dean ~vas in 
attendance. 

November 12, 1972 

8:40 8:44 The President met aboard 11Spirit of !76" with 
Rose Mary Woods and Mr. and Mrs. John Dean 

No contact between the President and John \V. Dean, Ill, during November 
and December 1972. 
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52.1 MEETINGS AND CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND 
JOHN DEAN; MARCH 6-7., 1973 

101530 
January 21, 1973 

AM 11 :05 12:04 President and First Lady hosted Worship Service. 
John Dean attended. 

February 27, 1973 

PM 3:55 4:20 President m:et ,vith John Dean alone in Oval Office. 

February 28, 1.973 

AM 9:12 10:23 President met with John Dean in Oval Office. 

March 1, 1973 

AM 9:18 9:46 President met with his Counsel, .John VI. Dean, III, 
/ in the Oval Office. 

i/(At 9:36 the President rec'd a c-an from AG Kleindienst. Dean 
}0:36 10:44 President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. too the call. 

v-{Ivfr. Kissinger was present from 10:30 - 10:37.) 
PM 1:06 1:14 President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office 

March 6, 1973 " 

AM 11 :49 12:00 President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. 

March 7, 1973 

AM 8:53 9:16 President met with Mr. Dean in _the Oval Office. 

March 8, 1973 

AM 9:51 9:54 · President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. 
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52.1 MEETINGS AND CONVERSATIO NS BETWEEN THE .PRESI DENT AND 

JOHN DEAN, MARCH 6-7 19 73 

March 1 0, 1 9 7 3 

AM 9:20 9:44 

March 13, 1973 

101530 

Presiden t talked long distance with Mr. Dean . . 

President initiated the call ~rom Camp David 

to Mr. Dean who was in Washington, D. C. 

_PM 12:42 2:00 President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. 

March 14, 1973 

AM 8:36 

8:55 8:59 

(Mr. Haldeman was present from 12:43-12:55) 

President telephoned Mr. Dean. The call was not 

completed. 
Mr. Dean returned the call and talked with the President. 

9:43 10:50 President met with Mr. Dean in the P's EOB Office. 

Also present were: 
, Mr. Kissinger (departed at 9:50) 

Ronald L. Ziegler 
Richard A. Moore (9:55-10:50) 

PM 12:27 12:28 President telephoned Mr. De~. 

12:47 1:30 President met with Mr. Moore and Mr. Dean. 

· 4:25 4:26 · President talked with Mr. Dean. (The President 

initiated the call. ) 

4:34 4:36 President talked with Mr. Dean. (Mr. Dean 

initiated the call.} 

fa.arch 15, 

V PM £36 

1973 

6:24 - President met with Mr. Dean and Mr. Moore 

in the Oval Office. 
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52.1 ME'ETINGS AND CONVE'RSATIONS BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND 
JOHN DEAN MARCH 6-7, 1973 

1(.11:\ ') .1 Mar ch 1 6, 197 3 ~ ...., cJ .... 

AM I 0:34 11 :06 President met with Ivir. Dean in the Oval Office. 
Mr. Ziegler was present from 10:58-11:10. 

PM 8:14 8:23 President talked with Mr. · Dean. (The President 
initiated .the call. ) 

March 17, 1973 

PM 1:25 2:10 President met with :tvir, Dean in the Oval Office. 

March 19, 1973 

PM 4:59 President requested foat Mr. Moore and Mr. Dean 
join him in his EOB Office. 

5:03 5:41 President met with Mr. Moore and Mr. Dean in 
his EOB Office. 

March 20, 1973 

AM 

PM 

e 

i0:46 10:47 President talked with Mr. Dean. (The President 
initiated the call. ) 

12:59 1 :00 President talked with Mr. Dean. (The President 
initiated the call. ) 

1:42 2:31 President met with Mr. Dean and Mr. Moore. 

7:29 7:43 President talked with Mr. Dean. (The President 
initiated the call. ) 

i:\l~J - ~ ~] 
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2.1 MEETINGS AND CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND 

JOHN DEAN, MARCH 6-?, 19?3 
March 21, 19 73----...;::.;::;;.::.:.~~::'.!:....~'....2_±:?..:_~----------

AM 10:12 11:55 President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. 

Mr. Haldeman was also present for at least 

part o! the time. 

PM 5:20 6:01 President met withMr. Dean in the President's 
EOB office. Also present were: 

Mr. Ziegler (departed at 5:25) 

Mr. Haldeman O l c- 3 Q 
Mr. Ehrlich.man (5:25-6:01} 1 ;_J 

vGen. Scowcroft (5:27-6:05) 

March 22, 1973 

PM 1:57 3:43 . President met with Mr. Dean in the President's 

March 23, 1973 

EOB Office. Also present were: 
Mr. Ehrlichm.an (2:00-3:40) 
Mr. Haldem?.n .(Z:01-3:40) · 
Mr. Mitchel] (Z:01-3:43) 

PM 12:44 1:02 President talked· long distance with Mr; Dean. 
(The President initiated the call from Florida 
to Mr. Dean who was iri ·Washington, D. C.) 

3:28 3:44 President talked long didance with Mr. Dean. 
(The President initiated the call from Florida 

to Mr. Dean who wL1.s in Camp David, Md.) 

No contact during the period April 1-14 

April 15, 1973 

P:M . 9:17 10:12 President met with Mr. Dean in the President's 
EOB Office. 

/March 22: 
L . 

Deleted -- (Mr. Dean was scheduled to attend the President's 

staff briefing in the EOB Briefing Room which 
the President atten.ded from . 8:44-9:03. Attendance 

was not confirmed on this briefing.) 
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52.1 MEETINGS AND CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND 
JOHN DEAN MARCH 6-7, 1973 

April 16, 1973 

AM 10:00 10:40 President met v,.rith Mr. Dean in Oval Office. 

PM 4:07 4:35 President met with :tvlr. Dean in the President's 
EOB Office. 

4:04 4:05 President talked v.rith .Mr. Dean. (The President 

initiated the call. ) 

April 17, 1973 

AM 9:19 9:25 President talked with Mr. Dean. (The President · 
initiated the call. ) 

101S30 
April 22, 1973 

AM 8:24 8:39 President phoned Mr. Dean from Key Biscayne. 
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52.2 MEMORANDUM OF JOHN DEAN'S CONVERSATIONS WITH THE PRESIDENT, 
MARCH 6 .. 7 1973 

3. M::::v;ORA~DljM OF SUUS':'A'i\"CI•: OF DEA~·s CJ\ f,LS 

, 
1973 •, 

, 
1973 o, 

Dean reported on IRS investigation of L:-.,,ry O'fL_-;.,n. 

Dean re;_)ortcd on Watergate indictn--,,,,,ts. 

Discussed · L~xccuti vc privilege, n1inority counsel 

for Vfate :tgate Con,miLtce. Dean suggested White 

!-louse aides Sl~~Yn1it a;"ts\Vf!:CS to i,1terrogatories. 

Pre sidcnt inquired of 1.Vatc1·g2..t ,'. D,:•?..t\ s;:;.i.rl .,o '.\'hi ~i:: 

House involven1ent, Stans was .': icti,n. of cir,:,1: ·nst:1_nces, 

Colson was lightning rod bccai:i:,c of his rc;,mt:\tion. 

Discus scd wi rct,,ppings ,vhich had ~)ecn brought up 

in the G:a.y hc;;.rings. Sullivan, Deputy Director, 

was frie:.d oi Dean and Dea~ suggested they make 

sure that ,vil·etaps of prior years (other Adrninistra.

tions) be made known. 

Pre?ara~ion for press con£ere11ce -- ~io 0'.-4.!1.· (i_Ut~sti,.-··n 

3.~.id c .. ns\V'3l'" 1)ook. \V;J.s d(!cidcd t!1c c ... iJ.\°;stt,)rl. ''.;.·oeld 

co :,,.c n,) as to ·,vhy Dc? .. n was sitting in on YBI inter -· 

vi0vls c..11d that t~1e reason \Vas i1e \Vas co:1<l\,1cting an 

it.vesti&:ation for the P :i:esidcnt .. Presid~~rit as~ed 

Dean to writ,, a ,·,: p ,.-,rt. 9can·"...,.-as dso c .,1:~,:2.l of 

Gray . 

(March 2. press conforence) 

Discussed executive privilege guidelines, c.ecided 

to cover ior.,,er- 'White House p.:,rso.:nel as well as 

pr..:: sent. 

:v~a:rch 7, 1973 Again discussion executive privilege guidelines. 

Dean again told the President the White Hou;;c was 

clear. The Presicent inquired as to he,-.,: =-:-2 .. t C,·::,y 

,va. s Going. D C.7:.!1 i ;·. for1-11,)d 11.i!n E. B. ·:.\· :; : ::-. ::r. s >.:~d L 
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52.2 
FRED THOMPSON AFFIDAVIT., SSC EXHIBIT NO. 

?OA, 4 SSC 1794~95 

17!)4 

EXHIBIT XO . 70A 

l.N THE UN'ITED STJ.::TES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DLSTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

SENATE SEi.:E:CT COW ... VJTTEE ON PRESIDE!l:TIAL 

CAMPAIGN ACTIV!TIES, ET. AL.' 

Pla.inti!!a 

v. 

) 
) 
) 

> 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

tu<;HARD :!I.!. NDi:O!lt, ) 

INDIVIDuALLY A.',.) AS PRES::>E~T OF TEE u":\"ITZD STATES) 

THE WHITE nOUSE 
W ASHDiCTOX, D. C. 

Defenda.nt 

AFFIDAYIT OF FRED D. THOY.FSO~ 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Civil 
Action 
No.__,,_ 

Free! D. Tho::i.? ·so:i, being swof'!1, c!e:;,oses a.nd says: 

1. Ea.:-ly in June, 19i3, the 'Nl::.ite House tra.~smitted 

to the Select Cor..rnit';ee a. memo:-anc!um {which is attached to t.'us 

affidavit) l:.sl:i::ii ce::tai.::i oral cor:-.rnunica.tions, both face-to-face and 

telephonic, between President R_ichard M.. Nixon and John Wesley D.ean III.. 

This memoraudwn, inter alla , include& the -exact times a.ad durations 0£ 

these cornmun.icatio:is, and, in the case 0£ face-to-face corr.rnunica.tion.s. 

the other partici?a.ots, if any, io. those . conversations. 
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52.2 FRED THOMPSON AFFIDAVITJ SSC EXHIBIT NO. ?OA, 4 SSC 1?94~95 

179.) 

2. Shortly the n,a.:tc r, I -received a t'!l~p~one- ,:;;,.H 

from J. Fred Buzhardt, :>P"~i~l Cou.'lsel to the Presitler,t. Duri:-,g 

this tele?hone call, Mr. Buzhardt related to me his u.'\derstanding 

as to t:.e substance -0£ certain portions-- o! the enumerated conve::-sations 

between tr.e ?rt! sident and Mr. Dean. 

3. Duri.ng my c!iscussiox:. with Mr. Buzhardt, I 

ma.de detailed notes on the · in!or:n ... Hon that he· gave me. upon 

cor.clusi.on o! the conver.sation, I promptly prepared a. "Memorandum 

of Sl.bs~nce oi Dean• s Calls and :-.~eeting wit.',. the President," a. 

CO?Y of •ilic!::. is attached to fais a:::.d:a,vit. It is m.y belie£ th;.t this 

~red 

( 

(763) 



52.3 JOHN DEAN TESTIMONY, JUNE 25, 1973, 3 SSC 994-95 

994 

Tolson and wish him happy birthday or good health and possibly get 
some information from him when he was talking to him: The dis
cussion then turned back to the Hiss case and I reminded the Presi
dent of the strong statement he had made in 1950 regarding Truman's 
refusal to provide his committee with information, and that speech 
might be raised at his press conference. He asked me to go get a copJ 
of that speech. •I returned to his office shortly with a copy of the speech, 
and he asked me to discuss with him how it could be differentiated 
from the present situation. 

-During the March 1 afternoon meeting the ·President also asked 
me some questions about executive privilege and the timing on the 
release of the executive privilege statement which he had discussed. 
in his press conference on January 31. 'I told him that the statement, 
as far as I was concerned, was ready for release and merely would 
require the signoff of a handful of other 'people. I told him I thought 
it could be out within a week. 

It was during the days after this series of :March 1 meetings with 
the President that the name Dean began coming increasingly to the 
forefront in the Gray confirmation hearings, and the rumblings were 
that there was going to be a situation where Dean could be called 
to the committee to testify and a number of Senators were anxious to 
use me as a vehicle to test executiYe privilege. On March 4 or 5, I 
had a conversation with Ehrlichman in which I might add occurred 
in the hall of the 1,Vest Building, in which 1I told him that I thought 
it would be very difficult to maintain a court test of executive privilege 
over me, when in fact I had only met with the 'President infrequently 
and had had very few conversations with him that would be protected. 
It was following this conversation with Ehrlichman that ;I began 
mooting and talking with the President, at his request, with ever 
increasmg frequency. The Presidential meeting of March 6. 

Senator ERYIX [presiding]. A rnte has been called on a 10-minute 
basis. I expect the committee had better go and come back. 1Ve will 
finish this stat~ment this afternoon. 

[Recess.] 
Senator ERVIX. The commjttee will resume. 
l\fr. ,DASH. Mr. Dean, you can proceed. Senator Weicker is here 

making a quorum, as required 'by our rules. 
Mr. DEAN. Thank you. 

l\:fuETING OF ~faRCH 6 

This meeting was brief and a general discussion of the status of 
the Gray hearings and the President reminded me again that I should 
report ctirectly to him and not involve Haldeman and Ehrlichmah 
with 1,Vatergate-related matters. 

MEETING OF l\fARCH 7 

The President was very unhappy with Gray's nerformance before 
the Senate Judiciary Committee. In my meeting with him on this date 
he made a·reference to the fact that Gray's commmt ref!arding- my sit
ting in on the im·estig-ations by the FBI was absurd. He felt it was 
perfectly proper that I was present at those interdews and said that 
Gray's attitude that he "jolly well" went forward because he had no 
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52.3 JOHN DEAN TESTIMONY, JUNE 25, 1973, 3 SSC 994-96 

gg5 

alternatirn was absnrd. I also cliscnssed with the President the fad 
that Ziegler was considering endorsing the .ACLl ~ lett er to the .Tudi
ciar)'. Committee regarding the turning over of FBI materials. ~he 
President thought that that was a good idea .. At the end of the meet mg-

. the President instructed me to tell the ..-\.ttornev General to cut oti 
Gray from turning over anv further "\Yatcrgate i·eports to the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. He said this just had to cease. ----. 

35 - 905 (Pt. 2 ) O - 74 - 6 

~IEETIXG OF :\!ARCH 8 

I had a very brief meeting with the President on this date during 
which he asked me if somethin~ had been done to stop Gray from turn
in~ over FBI materials to the Senate.Judiciary Committee. I told him 
I tnought that the matter had been taken care of . by the Attorney 
General. · · 

PHO).'E Co:xvERS.\TIO:. OF :\!ARcH 10 • 

The phone conversation of :March 10. The President called me to tell 
me that he felt we should ~et the executive privilege stat~ment out 
immediately; that this should be done before I was called before the 
Senate Judiciary Committee in connection with the Gray hearings so 
that it.would not apeear that the statement on executive privilege was 
in response to the action by the Senate committee. 

~lEETI~G OF ~faRCH 13 

This was a rather lengthy meeting, the bulk of which was taken up 
by a discussion about the Gray hearings and the fact that the Senate 
Judiciary Committee had voted to invite me to appear in connection 
with Gray's nomination. It was at this time we discussed the potential 
of litigating the matter of executive privilege and thereby pren~nting 
anybody from going before any Senate committee until that matter was 
resolved. The President liked the idea ,·ery much, particulady when 
I mentioned to him that it might be possible that he could also claim 
attorney/client privilege on me so that the strongest potential case on 
executive privilege would probably rest on the counsel to the President. 
I told him that obviously, this area would have to be researched. He 
told me that he did not want Haldeman and Ehdichman to go before 
the Ervin hearin$5 and that if we were litigating the matter on Dean, 
that no one woulct have to appear. Toward the end of the conYet-sation, 
we got into a discussion of ,vatergate matters specifi.callv. I told the 
President about the fact that there were money demand:;being made 
by the seven convicted defendants. and that the sentencing of these 
individuals was not far off. It was during thiscom·ersation that Halde
man came into the office. After this brief interruption by Haldema.n's 
coming in~ but while he was still there~ I told the President about the 
fact that there was no money to pay these individuals to meet their 
demands. He asked me how much it would cost. I told him that I could 
only make nn estimate that ·it might be as high as Sl million or 
more. He told me that that was no problem! and he also looked o,·er at 
Haldeman and repeated the same statement. He tht>n asked me who 
was demanding- this money and I told him it was principally coming 
from Hunt th!'Ough his attorney. The Presidl'llt then refen~d to the 
fact that Hunt had been promised Executin' clemency. He snid that he 
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53. On or about March 7, 1973 L. Patrick Gray and John Ehrlichman 

had a telephone conversation. Gray told Ehrlichman that he was being 

pushed awfully hard in certain areas and was not giving an inch, and 

that Ehrlichman knew those areas. Gray also told Ehrlichman to tell 

Dean to be very careful about what he said and to be absolutely certain 

that he knew in his own mind that he delivered everything he had to the 

FBI, and not to make any distinction between the recipients of the 

materials. 

53.1 Transcript of tape recorded telephone conver
sation between John Ehrlicbman and L. Patrick 
Gray, March 7 or 8, 1973, SSC Exhibit No. 102, 

Page 

7 SSC 2950-51 ..••.•••••.••..••••.•••.••••••••.••••••.•• 768 

53.2 John Ehrlichman testimony, 7 SSC 2785-86 ••.••.•••••.••• 770 

53.3 L. Patrick Cray testimony, 9 SSC 3469-70, 3537-39 •••••• 772 

See Book II, Paragraph 37 and Book II, Paragraph 
45 for evidence regarding Dean's transmittal of 
material from Hunt's safe to FBI agents and Acting 
FBI Director Gray. 
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53.1 TRANSCRIPT OF EHRLICHMAN/GRAY CONVERSATION~ MARCH? OR 8~ 19?3~ 
SSC EXHIBIT NO. 102~ ? SSC 2950-51 

2950 

ExHmIT No. 102 

Conversation with Pat Gray, March 7 or 8, 1973 
E. Ebrlichman 
G •. Gray 

E. Been •testifying today? 
G. Yeah, I'm having a ball. ·Let me just tell you an unusnal development that 

happened today I think you'll be interested in and it's not a disaster .or any
thing, it's just a total surprise I think to everybody including me and all 
the committee members. Over the weekend I had prepared a rather fGrceful 
sta.tement saying that this function of the committee was • . the function of 
this committee was to look into my quali.tlcations and to examine my pro
cedural conduct of the Watergate not to get into substance that this bad 
been assigned to the ·Ervtn select subcommittee and they would ereet the 

· proper safeguards to protect those who were innocent and were just stand
bys in this whole matter here of ,this criminal offense and II talked a•bout 
constitutional due process and the right to privacy and all that kind of stu1f. 
What the hell should turn up this morning to the chairman of the committee 
and each member of the committee and then a copy was delivered to me in 
the hall as we were walking into the hearing room but a three page letter 
from ,the !A.OLU practically saying the same damn thing. So what has hap. 
pened is that we got a state ot consternation up there right now with the 
A.OIJU and the FBI in the same bed. And I don't know what the ·hell they're 
going to do on that. I wanted you to know that that development occurred 
and I also got another letter today along the same lines from a ,profeeeor 
who's pretty highly respected and I talked with Jim Eastland. We're go~g 
to throw that letter into the hopper tomorrow, t.oo. I'll read that-that's 
one of the first things I'll do tomorrow morning. . 

Another thing I want to talk to you about is that I'm· being pushed awfully· 
hard in certain areas and -I'm not giving an inch and you know those areas 
and ·I think you've got to tell John Wesley to stand awful tight in the saddle 
and be very careful about wba,t he says and to be absolutely certain that he 
knows in his own mind that he delivered everything he bad to the FBI and 
don't make 8.111 distinction between .•• but tbat he delivered everything 
.he had to the FBI. 

E. ·Right. 
G. •And that he delivered it to those agents .•. this is absolutely" imperative. 
E. fill right. 
G. You know I've got a couple of areas up there th1lt I'm hitting hard and I'm 

G. iI wanted you to know that. LJ 
just taking them on the a,ttaek, 

E. OK 

E. Good. Keep up the good work, my boy. Let me know if I can help. 
G. All right. !He can help by doing that. 
E. Good, I'll do it. 

Conversation with John Dean same day immediately following 

E. Ehrlichman 
D. Dean 

D. ·Hello. 
E. •Hi. Just had a call from your favorite witness. 
D. Which ls? 
E. i"atrick J. Gray 
D. Oh, really? 
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SSC EXHIBIT NO. 102 ? SSC 2950-51 

2951 

E. •And be says to ·make sure that old John W. Dean stays very very flnn and 
steady on bis story that be delivered every document to the FBI and that 
he doesn't start making nice distinctiou between agents and dlrectors. 

D. He's a little worried, is be? 
E. Well, he just doesn't want there to be any question. He says he's hanging 

very ftrm and tough and ther-e's a lot of probin' around. 
D. Yeah, he's really banging tough. You ought to read the transcript. It Jost 

makes me gag. · · , -
E. Really? 
D. Oh, it's awful, John. 
E. Why did be call me? To cover bis tracks? 
D. Yeah, sure. I laid this on him yesterday. 
E. Oh, I see. OK. . . 
1). I laid it on him to, Y<>U know, to fuse the issue so I don't.have any idea what 

he said up there today. · . . . . . . 
E. I see. It was a tunny phone call. Said he was going · in ' to oojeet to the juris

diction of the group to get into the substance and that their own jurisdlction 
was to ..• was procedural efforts and his . competence and he says the ACLU 
put a letter in to the same effect. · 

D. Yeah. Wally picked up an interesting one on the grapevine today that planned 
strategy now is to proceed in this one as they did in the Kleindlenst. 

E. Down to the point of calling you? · · · 
D. Down to the point of calling me and-
E. Let him bang there? 

Well I think we ought to let him hang there. Let him twist slowly slowl7 
in the wind. . 

D. That's dgbt. . I was in with the boss thl8 morning and that's exactly where 
he was coming out. He said I'm not Slll'e that Gra,Y's smart enough to nm 
the Bureau the way he's handling himself. 

E. Well, OK, you':reoo top of it. Good. 
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Senator WEICKER. Let me repeat Mr. Helms' testimony or his inter
view rather, his interview with this committee. Helms had no idea. 
what they were talking about with respect to Mexico and when he 
asked he was told: "Never mind what it's all about" but they wanted 
Walters to go to Pat Gray right then and there? 

Mr. EHRLICHMAN. The President's instructions were not to me, they 
were to Mr. Haldeman and he is going to be your best witness as to 
tJhose instructions but my understanding of those instructions second
hand is that the President said that h<' wanted General Walters and 
Pat Gray to work this out between them. And that was confirmed to 
me by the President at a later time but I didn't know it at the time of 
this meeting. 

Senator WEICKER. And then we also have General Walters' memo
randum which I have read to you in which he ,indicates concern over 
the Watergate investigation in a political sense and you disagreed 
with that? 

Mr. EHRLICHMAN. I am-the memorandum that you read to me 
was dated the 28th of--

Senator vVEICKER. Have you got that memorandum? 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. June 28 which ·was considerably-
Senator WEICKER. Five days afterward? 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Yes; and, as a matter of fact after the CIA 

finally determined that it had no involvement or exposure on the 27th 
and orally informed the Bureau to that effect. It was then and only 
then that General Walters sat down and reconstructed these meetings. 

Senator WEICKER. So, in effect, your testimony stands in conflict 
with the versions of that meeting told by, as I have read them to you, 
of both General Walters and Director Helms? 

LICHMAN. Yes, sir . 
.-l@e~n~a~r~~EICKER. One last series of questions, Mr. Chairman, and 

then I will move along here. I would like to, if we could, get to the 
taped telephone conversations, the conversations which you taped. 

Do you have both those before you? 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Which are those, Senator¥ 
Senator vV EICKER. These would be to-I find it strange in the United 

States to say which are those as ,if this was normal practice. These are 
the conversations with Pat Gray on March 7 or 8, and the following 
conversation with John Dean, w'hatever that happens to be. 

I •wonder if at this time ,we might not, Mr. Chairman, have these 
entered as exhibits. 

Senator ERVIN. What do you want entered ·as exhibits? I didn't 
quite get what you wanted entered as exhibits. 

Senator WEICK.ER. The two, the transcriptions of the two taped tele
phone conversations, the first between M:r. Ehrlichman and Pat Gray, 
the second one between Mr. Ehrlichman and John Dean. 

Senator ERVIN. Did Mr. Ehrlichman identify the one that he was 
a party to? 

Senator WEICKER. He was a party to both, Mr. Chairman. 
Senator ERVIN. The two papers •will be marked as ex:hibits and 

admitted as such. I am sorry, I thought m&J"be you were referring to 
the General "Walters matter, the memorandum which you read pre· 
vionsly. ·we will also enter that with the appropriate exhibit number._ 
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[The documents referred to were marked exhibits Nos. 101,102, and 
103.*] 

Mr. vVn.soN. Is there a pending question, Mr. Chairman? 
Senator ,VEICKER. I want to be sure Mr. Ehrlichman has -a chance 

to look over the material. 
·Mr. EHRLICHl\L<\.N. That is fine. 
Senator "'\VEICKER. All right, let's get first to the conversation be-

tween yourself and Pat Gray. The •first portion of it, let me try to 
i-ynopsize that, Gray makes some preliminary-unless you want the 
whole thing read. If y6u want the whole thing read we can do that. 
"\V ould that be better to handle it that way so there won't be any 
unfair--

Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Why don't you just ask whatever you have on 
your mind, Senator, and see if I can answer. 

•Senator vVEICKER. Well, Gray, Pat Gray made some preliminary 
remarks concerning the position at the judiciary, these are phone con
versations of March 7 or 8, 19731 when Pat Gray is before . the 
Judiciary Committee. Subject of his confirmation, Gray made some 
preliminary remarks concerning his position, that the Judiciary Com
mittee could only question his procedural conduct of the investigation, 
not the substance since the Ervin committee would do that. He also 
pointed out the very same day that ACLU submitted a letter to the 
committee stating the same position. 

Gray then went on to say, and then I am going into the exact quote, 
and this is Gray to Ehrlichman: 

Another ithing I want to talk to you abowt is that I'm ·being ,pushed awfully 
hard in certain areas and I'm not giving an inch and you 1.--now those areas 
•and I think y-0u've ·got to tell John Wesley •to stand a •wful tight m the saddle 
and be very careful about what he says and to be absolutely certain that he 
knows in his own mind that he delivered everything he bad to the FBI and 
d-0nlt make any distinction between-

And then something goes on that is inaudible
but that he delivered everything he had to the FBI. 

Now what did you assume this to mean, what is he talking a.bout 
here when he says, "And you know those areas I think you have got 
to tell John vVesley'_' i 

Mr. EHRLICHMAN. I assume he was talking about his method of 
the delivery of the contents of Hunt's safe, the fact that some went to 
the vVashington field office and some went to the Director directly. · 

Senator vVEICKER: 
EHRLICHMAN . Right. 
GRAY. And tlmt he delivered it to those agents • • • this is absolutely . 

imperntive. 
IDHRUCHMAN . ·AH right. 
GRAY. You know I've got a couple of areas up there ,that I'm hitting hard and 

I'm just taking them on the attack. 
EHRLICHMAN. OK. 
GRA.Y. I wanted you to know that. 
EHRLICHMAN. Good. Keep up the good work, my b-Oy. Let me know if I can help. 
GRAY. AU right. He can help by doing that. 
EHRLICHll[AN. Good, I'll do it. 

You then immediately called Mr. Dean; is that correct 1 
Mr. Ennucul\IAN. Yes, sir. 
•see pp. 2048-2952. 
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sen's presence to inform )fr. Petersen that he had turned two files from 
Hunt 's safe, having nothing to do with vVatergate. over to me. :.\Ir. 
Petersen told me that he informed Dean to take it up with me and 
asked me if Dean had clone so. I told Mr. Petersen, truthfully, that 
Dean had not. I certainly did not acknowledge to Mr. Petersen that 
Mr. Dean had turned over any such files to me but I do not recall )Ir. 
Petersen asking me that question on this occasion. . 

I must acknowledge the possibility, however, that :Mr. Petersen may 
have asked me if Dean had turned over such files to me. If he did ask, 
I am certain that I would have denied receipt of such files because of 
the instructions I received from Messrs. Ehrlichman and Dean on 
.Tune 28, the information I had been given about their national security 
LTilplications and the injunction that they "shculd never see the light 
of day." 

I recall calling John Dean shortly thereafter and asking him 
wliether he had told Henrv Petersen about the two files. He told me 
that he had. I then asked ·him, in effect, if he told Mr. Petersen the 
whole story, namely, that the files were given to me in John Ehrlich
man's presence with the a~urance that they had nothing to do :with 
·waterga:te, were sensitive and classified with national security over
tones, should not be part of the FBI files, were politic.al dynamite and 
clearly should not see the light of day. He said he had not told · )fr. 
Petersen all of this. I told Mr. Dean that, if, as I had b~en assured, 
these files were of the character he described and had nothing to do · 
with Watergate he ought not to be discussing them at all but that, if · 
he did, he sh6uld at least tell Mr. Petersen the full story of their sig
nificance and the instmctions to me. 

I 
Within a few days after this cail, perhaps the next day,_I called John 

Ehrlichman. This is the com-ersation which, unknown to me, John 
Ehrlichman tape-recorded. I believe this committee has a transcript 
of that itape. I believe this call to be a call reflected in my logs as maae 
on March 6, 1973, at 6 :M p.m. I come to this conclusion in substantial . 
part because at the outset of the conversation the transcript reports 
me as informing Ehrlichman that during my oonfinnation hearings 
"this morning," members of the Judicir. .ry Committee received copies 
of -a letter from the American Civil Liberties Union objecting to my 
offer that members of the .J udiciarv Committee could examine the 
entire FBI 1Vatergate file. The transcript of my confirmation hearings 
reveals that such a letter was received by the committee on the morning 
of March 6. 

The transcript 'of this conversation · with Mr. Ehrlichman also 
reveals that I state to Mr. Ehrlichman that: "I am being pushed 
awfully hard in certain areas and I am not giving an inch and you 
know those areas." The assumption appears to have been made by 
Mr. Ehrlichman and by various members of this committee in their 
questioning of :Mr. Ehrlichman that . the "certain areas" in which I was 
being pushed was the receipt by the FBI of the contents of Hunfs safe. 
In fact the subject of the contents of Hunt's safe did not arise in my 
confirmn:tion hearin~ until the next day, )farch 7. 

I was bPing pushed, however, with respect to my turning owr FBI 
reports 'to :Mr. Dean and it was clear to me that ID)" relationship with 
:Mr. Dean was coming under increasing criticism bv members of the 
,Judiciary Committee. There is no doubt that I was concerned that the 
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committee would, as it subsequently did,, inquire into the drcumstances 
of the turnover to the FBI of the contents of Hunt.'s safe. Because of 
the instructions I had received from )Iessrs. Dean and Ehrlichman 
when the two files were given to me and my absolute conviction that 
these files, tinged with political and national security implications. 
had nothing whatsoernr to do with 1Yatergate, I Jiacl no intention of 
rnlunteering to the committee my receipt and destniction of these files 
and did not do so. I would not and did not make anv false statements 
under oath but I acknowledge that I purposely did 11ot rnlnnteer this 
information to the committee. 

I justified my reticence not only because I then beliewd in the recti
tude of the administration whose nominee I was and in the integrity 
of the men who gave me the files and instructions, but because my brief 
look at the file of State Department cables had confirmed for me 
what I thought were overwhelming considerations of national security. 
I had no way of lrnowing then, of course, that the cables were· fab
ricated nor, I might add, did I know then what I ha,·e since learned
that I was being left, in :Mr. Ehrlichman's ·elegant phrase, to "hang 
there and twist slowly in the wind." 

L 
It was in this context, and lrnowing that :Mr. Dean had alreadv told 

Mr. Petersen about the files, that :Chad mv conversation with )Ir. 
Ehrlichman on :March 6. There is no doubt that the m~---sage I intended 
to give to Mr. Ehrlichman was that he should tell )fr. bean that he 
should not disclose the deliverv to me of those two files. 

At about 10 :30 p.m. on the evening of April 15, 1973, I receh·ed a 
call from Mr. Ehrlichman. His remarks were very sho1t, terse, and to 
the point. He simply told me that Dean had been °talking to the prose
cutors for some time and "we think you ought to know about it." It 
was obvious from his tone and the manner in which he spoke. that no 
questions were invited and none were asked. I merely said thanks as he 
was hanging up the phone. I may have said. "Good evening, .John'' or 
"Hello, John" when I picked up the phone and it is mv firm recollec
tron that he sbuted talking right away and made no response. 

At shortly after 11 p.m. Ehrlichman called me again. This time his 
remarks were just as short, terse, and to the point. He said, "Dean has 
been talking about :the. files he garn you and you better check your hole 
carcl." 

I said, ",John, those papers were destroyed long ago." 
Again it was plain and obvious from his tone and the manner in 

which he spoke that no questions were im·ited and none were asked. 
Both of these calls were of extremely short duration, less than 15 

seconds each. His manner was fast talkii1g and he seemed tense. 
I know that Mr. Ehrlichman has testified that in these connrsations 

I told him I would deny receidng the files and asked him to support 
me in that denial. I have absolutely no recollection of such an exchange 
and beliern that both com·ersations were suhstantiallv as I hare 
described them. I realize that the COiffersations nui ,. h,l\"e been 
recorded without my knowledge. • 

On 1fonday, _\pril 16, H17:3, at 10 ::i-i a.m .. .Assistant Attorney Gm
Pr:11 Pl'tt'I-Sen came to see me. Ill' said that )fr. Dean told the prose
cutors he had tunwd o\·er two of Hunt's filPs to me. I denied that I had 
recei\·ed them. )fr. PPtersen went on to s:w that )Ir. Dean had sai.d 
these two files had nothing to do with '\Y.1tergate. He also said that 
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charge of the Criminal Division. The Attorney General could have 
called me at any time irnd said I want this or I want that from you. 
He didn't. 

Senator ::\IoxTOYA. Thank you very much. My time has expired. 
Senator ERVIN. During the ,Judiciary hearing on your nomination, 

you contacted John Ehrlichman daily, didn't you, by telephone? 
:Mr. GR.A Y. Sir? 
Senat-0r ERVIN. During the time the Senate ,Judiciary Committee 

was passing on your nomination to be Director of the FBI, you had 
daily conversations by telephone with John Ehrlichman. 

Mr. GRAY. l\Ir. Cluiirman, I don't know whether they were dailv or 
not but whatever my logs show in that regard that-- • 

Se~ator E.nn.:-'. You have a copy of the tape of :\Ir. Ehrlichman of 
)farcn 7 or 8, 19,3? . 

~fr. GR . .\Y. I have Tuesday, March 6, 1973, Mr. Ehrlichman called 
me at 6 :34 p.m. that evening. 

Senator Em'Ix. Now, you were very much concerned that it might 
· come out in the Judiciary Committee hearings that the contents of 
Hunt's safe were delh·ered, a part of them were delivered at. one time 
to agents of the FBI other than yourself and that these two envelopes 
were delievered to you yourself at another time t . 

l\fr. GRAY. I do not know that I was concerned. The message-if you 
arc referring to that telephone call, the message that I was O'tYing him 
then in that March ij telephone call did not have to do with the contents 
of--

Senator ERvix. I am asking about the next one. In oth~ords, it 
says "another thing"-now, this is you talking to ~hrlichman-"an
other thing I want to talk to you about is that I am being pushed 
awfully hard in certain areas and I am not gh·ing an inch and you 
know those areas and I think you have got to tell ,John Wesley"-a 
good l\[ethodistname-",John Dean to stand awfully tight in the saddle . 
and be nry careful about what he says and to be absolutely certain 
that he knows his own mind, that he delivered eYerything he had to 
the FBI and do not make anv distinct.ion between, but that he de-
li ,·ered e\'erything he had to the FBI." . 

Now, that was in effect asking ,John Ehrlichman to tell ,John Dean in 
case he testified before the Judiciary Committee that he must say that 
eYerything was delivered to the FBI at onetime. . 

l\fr. GRAY. Se1iator Ervin, what I was telling l\fr. Ehrlichman. there 
was told to him on the evening of l\Iarch 6 because---

Senator Ennx. Yes. 
Mr. Gn.\Y. It is not )larch 7 or 8 because that is the dav on whiC'h we 

receiYed a letter from the AC'Lr and what I was-I c:111 pin it down 
with that l>Pcansr the language of mine is rig-ht there with reference 
to the letter that was delin•rrd on that dav mid tlrn.t call was in the 
ernning of ~larch ft · 

Senator ERVIX. Well--
Mr. GR,\Y. In the areas, l\fr. Chairman-)fr. Chairman. if I mav. 

thr arPaS I wns being pushed awfnlJ~, hard in were the fact that I had 
rri,·Pn fo :\fr. Denn rrports of FBI inte1Tiews and had permittPd )[r. 
DPnn to 'sit in on Fin interdcnvB. 

S1'nator Ennx. "\Yrll. the intrrpretation I place on this is that you 
were askin~ ,John Ehrliehman to tell .Tohn "\Yesley Dean'to bt> careful 
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what he said and to say that all of these things that came out, all the 
contents of Hunt's safe were delivered to FBI agents at one time 
instead of some of them being delivered to the agents and the other 
being delivered to the Acting Director? 

Mr. GRAY. That is correct, and, :Mr. Chairman, let me say that the 
message I gave to Mr. Ehrlichman was to tell John Dean to shut up 
but was not certainly a message to tell him that if asked under oath 
that he could not testify because I had previously spoken to .John Dean 
on this very subject and had asked him if he had told Henry Petersen 
everything about those \.·ery same files that he had told me. 

Senator ERVIN. Well, John Ehrlichman said, "right,'' in reply to 
your statement~ 

~fr. GRAY. !do not know what thatmeans,sir. 
Senator ERVIN. ·well, you asked him to tell John Dea.n to say that 

all of the contents of the safe were delivered to the FBI at one time 
instead of part of them being delh·ered to the agents and others being 
delivered to you. 

Mr. GRAY. I was tellinp: .John Ehrlichman to tell .John Dean to shut 
up unless he told the real facts about it, no question about that. · 

. iSenator ERVIN. And at the top of the next page it states "and he''

. that is Dean-"delivered it to those agents. This is absolutely 
'. imperative." 
i Mr. GRAY. That is correct. I told him that to distinguish between 
I the Watergate evid~nce and the non-Watergate evidence as they told 
me. 

Senator ERVIN. And Ehrlichman says. ",All rhrht." And this bn,r
,!!ing that .Tohn Ehrlichman ~id shows that he called Dean and he told 
Dean that you had called him and that you had said to him. Ehrlich
man. to make sure that old .John W. Denn stays Yery firm and steach; 
on his story that he delivered everv docnment

0

to the FRI and that lie 
does not sta ·rt makinl? nice distinctions between agents and directors i 

Mr.GRAY. Yes,sir,Idid. . 
Senator ERVIN. And then Ehrlichman asked Dean. wln· did you call 

mei that is, why did you caUhim_:_"to cover his tracks.?'' Arid Dean 
. says. "yeah , sure. I laid this on him yesterdiiy." 

"Ehrlichman. Oh, I see. OK." · . 
Now, as a matter of fact, is not the interpretation of that transaction 

that you called Ehrlichman and asked him to see that Dean said, when
ever he talked, that all of the contents of HunCs safe had been deli,ered 
to the FBI at one time, to the agents rather than part to the agents 
and part to the Director! 

Mr. GRAY. I think you l1ave got to put that in the proper context, 
i:\fr. Chairman. I had just had a call the day before from .Tohn De:rn 
,regarding this in which I wrnt. into it chanter and wrse with him 
\because he had told Henrv Petersen of the delirnrv of these two files 
;to me and I had asked ,John Dean if mu .• Tohn, have told Henrv en!'rY
\th~ng-you told me about those files. that they were non-W~ter~:ite 
fndrnC'e. non-'\Vatergatr-rrlatrd. should cle.arl~· not be perm1tted to 
j~ee thC' light of <lnv. \\"ere political dynamite. So this hns gnt to be put 
m that proper cont<'xt hnt. th<'rl' is no q11rstion about it that in that 
telephone call I was sa.vin,!! to .Tohn Ehrlichman to tell ,Tohn De:m 
to shnt np h<'<'ahse he was making- nic<' distinC'tions there that those 
two did not. make with me at all. )Iy a:::smnption wns that they ha<l 
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delivered all of the ·w atergate evidence that was in l\fr. Hunt's files 
to tho Agency. 

Senator Envrn. It seems to me this is a very simple proposition. Is 
this not it in its sense, that you asked John Ehrlichman to see that 
Dean refrain from telling the truth about this and tell on the contrary 
that all of them w·ere delivered to the FBI at one time and John 
Ehrlichman agreed to do that and to call Dean and repeat your request 
to himi 

Mr. Gn.u. Certainly, that was not my understanding of the call. 
They cannot tell me one thing, M:r. Chairman, you know, and then tell 
another thing. I certainly told-I do not make any bones about it. I 
told ,John Ehrlichman to tell John Dean to shut up. 

Senator ERVIN. Yes. 
Mr. GR.\Y. But just the day before---

- Senator ERVIN. Mr. Gray-- _ 

L 
l\Ir. GRAY. I told-
Senator Ennx. Is it not the interpretation to be placed on this that 

you were asking Ehrlichman to tell John Dean not to tell the truth 
about how some of them got to you and some of them to the agents of 
the FBH -

l\fr. GRAY. No, sir, because--
Senator ERVIN. ·well, I do not believe I will question further. Just 

let the record show that the two tapes from John Ehrlichman-well, 
the recording, I believe, instead of bugging, two recordings of John 
Ehrlichman of his conversations be put in the record at this point 
unless somebody else interprets-it. _ 

Now, this was thought to be a sort of ordinary burglary at first and 
then it came out that one of the burglars was the chief security officer 

· of the Committee To Re-Elect the President. Then in a short time 
it was discovered that a White House consultant who then had an 
office in the ·white House was implicated, and that the chief counsel 
of the Stans' committee, Finance Committee To Re-Elect the Presi
dent; was also implicated, did it not f 

Mr. GRAY. Yes, sir, that is right. _ 
Senator ERVIN. So it came out while the burglary might have been 

ordinary, the bu"rglars were extraordinary [laughter]. And a short 
time after that you found the FBI investigations got a le-ad indicating 
that some political money was possibly involved in the form of four 
)fexica.n checks and the Dahlberg check, a total of $114,000. 

J\fr. GnAY. That is correct, sir. ,ve found those earlv'in the investi-
gation in the Republic National Bank. ~ 

Senator ERVIN. And after you started working on that you got a 
phone call from ,Tohn Ehrlichman informing you that ,fohn Dean 
was interested in the 1Vhite House in connedi1m with the FRI and 
the CIA. 

l\fr. GRAY. I do not-1fr. Chairman, I am not sure whether vou are 
referring to the first tr1e1ihone com·prsation-- · 

Senator Envrx. Yes. 
Mr. GnAY. I had with-from )fr. Rhrlichman on .TmH' 21. 
Senator Rnnx. I do not kno" whetlwr it ~ms thl;- first one hut the 

time lw ra1kd yon up and told you that .John Dean was repn•st>nting
the ,vhit<• House in this inwstigation. 
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54. After the call from Gray, Ehrlichman called Dean. Ehrlichman 

told Dean that Gray wanted to be sure that Dean would stay very firm 

and steady on his story that Dean had delivered every document to the 

FBI and that Dean not start making nice distinctions between agents and 

directors. Ehrlichman also told Dean that he thought they ought to let 

Gray hang there and "twist slowly, slowly in the wind." Dean agreed and 

said, "I wa~ in with the boss this morning and that is exactly where he 

was coming out." 

54.1 Transcript of tape recorded telephone conver
sation between John Ehrlichman and John Dean, 
March 7 or 8, 1973, SSC Exhibit No. 102, 7 SSC 
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EXHIBIT Xo. 102 

Conversation with Pat Gray, March 7 or 8, 1973 
E. Ehrlicbman 
G. Gray 

E. Been ,testifying today? 
G. Yeah, I'm having a ball ·Let me just tell you an unuS'lllll development that 

happened. today I think you'll be interested. in and it's not ·a dl.8aster or any
·thing. it's just a total: surprise I think to everybody including me and all · 
the committee members. Over the weekend I had prepared a rather fvrte!ul 
statement saying that this function of the committee was . . the function of 
this committee was to look into my quaillications and to examine my pro
cedural conduct of the Watergate not to get int() substance that this had 
been assigned. to · the Ervin select subcommittee and they would erect the 

· proper safeguards to protect those who were innocent and were just stand
bys in this whole matter here of .this criminal ot?ense and II talked about 
constitutional due process and the right to privacy and all that kind of stua: .. 
What the bell should turn up this morni.ng to the chairman of the committee 
and each member of the committee and then a copy was delivered to me in 
the hall aa we were walking into the hearing room . but a three page letter 
from the 1ACLU practically saying the same damn thing. So what has hap. 
pened is that we got a state of consternation up there right now with the 
AO!JU and the FBI in the same bed. And I don't know what the hell they're 
going to do on that. I wanted you to kno.w that that development occurred 
and I also got another letter today along the same lines from a professor 
who's pretty highly respected. and I talked with Jim Eastland.. We're going 
to throw that letter into the hopper tomorrow, too. I11 read that-that's 
one of the first things I'll do tomorrow morning. . 

Another thing I want to talk to yoa about is that I'm · being pushed awfully · , . 
hard in certain areas and rm not giving an inch and you know thoae areea 
and I think you've got to tell Johll Wesley to stand awful tight in the saddle 
and he very earefal about what he says and to be absolutely certain that he 
knows in bis own mind that be delivered evel'1tbing he bad to the FBI and · 
don't make any df8tinction between .•. but that be delivered everything 
he had to the FBI. 

E. ·Right. 
G. •And that he delivered it to thoae agent& ..• this is abeolutely_imperative. 
E. '.All right. 
G. You know I've got a couple of areas up there that I'm hitting bard and I'm 

Jnst ta'ldng them on the attack. 
E. OK 
G. ,1 wanted you to know that. 
E. Good. Keep up the good work, my boy, Let me know if I can help. 
G. All right. He can help by doing that. 
E. Good, I'll do it. 

Convel"l!lation with John Dean same day immediately following 

E. Ehrllehman 
D. Deen 

D. H~lo. 
E. Hi. Just had a call from your favorite witness. 
D. Which is? 
E. ·Patrick J. Gray 
D. Oh, really? 

/ 
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E. ·And he say,s to make sure that old John W. Dean ,stays very very firm and 
steady on his story that he delivered every document to the FBI and that 
he doesn't start making nice distinctions between agents and directors. 

D. He's a little worried, is he? 
E. Well, he just doesn't want there to be any questi'on. He says he's hanging 

very frrm and tJougb and there's a lot of probin' around. 
D. Yeah, he's really banging tough. You ought to read the transcript. It just 

makes me gag. 
E. Really? 
D. Oh, it's awful, John.. 
E. Why did he call me? To cover his tracks? 
D. Yi!ah, sure. I laid this on him yesterday. 
E. Oh, I see. OK. , 
D. I laid it on him to, you know, to fuse the issue so I don't have any idea what 

he said up there today. . . . . . . . 
E. I see. It was a ,funny pho~ call. Said he was going in to object to the juris

diction of the group to get into the substance and that their own jurisdiction 
was to ... was procedural eff'orts and his competence and he says the A.OLU 
put a letter in to the same eff'ect. 

D. Yeah. Wally picked up an interesting one .on the grapevine today that planned 
strategy now is to proceed in this one as they did in the Kleindienst. 

E. .Down to the point of calling you? 
D. Down to the point of calling me and--
E. Let him bang there? . 

Well I think we ought to let him hang there. Let him twist slowly slowly 
in the wind. · 

D That's .right. I was in with the boss this rooming and that's exactly where 
he was coming out. He said I'm not sure that Gray's smart enough to run 
the Bureau the way he's handling himself. 
Well, OK, you're on top of it. Good. 
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[The documents referred to were marked exhibits Nos. 101, 102, and 
103.*] 

Mr. WILSON. Is there a pending question, Mr. Chairman~ 
Senator 1VEICKER. I want to be sure :Mr. Ehrlichman has-a chance 

to look over the material. 
Mr. EHRLicH~UN. That is fine. 
Senator 1VEICKER. All right, let's get first to the conversation be

tween yourself and Pat Gray. The .first portion of it, let me try to 
synopsize that, Gray makes some preliminary-unless you want the 
whole thing read. If you want the whole thing read we can do that. 
Would that he better to handle it that way so there won't be any 
nnfair--

·:Mr. EHRLICL.MAN. vVhy don't you just ask whatever you have on 
your mind, Senator, and see if I can answer. 

Senator vVEICKER. ·well, Gray, Pat Gray made some preliminary 
remarks concerning the position at the judiciary, these are phone con
versations of March 7 or 8, 1973, when Pat Gray is before the 
Judiciary Committee. Subject of his confirmation, Gray made some 
preliminary remarks concerning his position, that the Judiciary Com
mittee could only question his procedural conduct of the investigation, 
not the substance since the Ervin committee would do that. He also 
pointed out the very same day that ACLU submitted a letter to the 
committee stating the same position. 

Gray then went on to say, and then I am going into the exact quote, 
and this is Gray to Ehrlichman: 

Another :thing I .wD!t to talk to you about is that I'm being pushed awfully 
hard in certain areas and I'm not giving an inch and you know those aree.s 
and I think you'Ye ·got to tell John Wesley to stand a,wful tigh,t ·in the saddle 
and be very careful abowt what he says and to ,be absolutely certain that he 
knows in his own mind that he delivered eYerything he had to the FBI and 
don't make any distinction between-

And then something goes on that is inaudible-
but -that he delivered everything he had to the FBI. 

Now what did you assume this to mean, what is he talking about 
here when he says, "And you know those areas I think you have got 
to tell John Wesley" ? 

Mr. EHRLICHMAN. I assume he was talking about his method of 
the delirnry of the contents of Hunt's safe, the fact that some went to 
the Washington field office &nd some went to the Director directly. 

Senator vVEIC.KER: 
EHRLICHMA.N. Right. 
GRAY • .And that he delivered it to those agents • • • this is a:bsolutel.y 

imperative. 
EHRLICH~IA.N. All right. 
G&A.Y. You know I've got a couple of. areas up there that I'm hitting hard and 

I'm just taking them on the attack. 
EHRLICHMAX. OK. 
GRAY. I wanted you to know that. 
EHRLICHMAN. Good. Keep up the good work, my boy. Let me know if I can help. 
GRAY. Alt right. He can help by doing ,that. 
EHRLICHMAN. Good, I'll do.it. n.! o_u then immed~at~ly Ct~lled Mr. Dean; is that correct? I _;Ii. EHRLICHMA:-.. Yes, sir. . 
•se~ pp. '.!.9-iS-2952. 
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Senator WEICKER. I would like to go ahead and read, if we could, 
this conversation. 

DEAN. Hello. 
rJIIRLICHMAN. Hi. Just bad a call from your favorite witness. 
DE~ ..... Which is? 
EIIRLICHJl!AN. Patrick J. Gray. 
DEAN. Oh, really? 
ElHRLICHMAN. And he says to make sure that old John W. Dean stays very, 

very firm and steady on his story that he delivered every document to the FBI 
and that he doesn't start making nice distinctions between agents and directors. 

DEA..'i. He's a little worried, is he? 
EHRLICRJIIAN. WeH, he just doesn't want there to be any question. He says he's 

hanging very firm and tough and there's a lot of probing around. 
DEAN. Yeah, he's really hanging tough. You ought to read ,the transcript. It just 

makes me gag. · 
ERRLICHMAN. Really? 
DEAN. Oh, it's awful, John. 
EHBLICHMAN. Why did he eall me? To cover his tracks? 
DEAN. Yeah, -sure. I laid this on him yesterday. 
ERRLICHMAN. Oh, I see. OK. 
DEAN. I laid it on him to, you know to fnse the issue so I don't have any idea 

what he said up there today. 
EIIRLICHMAN. I see. It was a funny phone call. Said he was going in to object 

to .the jurisdiction of the group to get into the substance and that their only 
jurisdiction was to--

again inaudible there-
was procedural efforts and his competence and he says the :A.OLU put a letter in 
to the same effect. · 

DEAN. Yeah. Wally picked up an interesting one on the grapevine today that 
planned strategy now is to proceed in this one as they did in the Kleindienst. 

EHRLICH MAN. Down to the point of calling you? 
DEAN. Down to the point of calling me and-
EHRLICHMAN. Let him hang there? 
Well, I think we ought to let him hang there. Let him twist slowly, slowly in 

the wind. · 
DEAN. That's right. ·I was in with the boss this morning and that's exactly 

where he was coming out. He said I'm not snre that Gray is smart enough to run 
the Bureau the way he's handling himself. ~ 

EHRLICHMAN. Well, OK, you're on top of it. Good. 

Now, Mr. Ehrlichman, that portion of the transcript, "Yes, sure, 
I laid this on him yesterday," and you said "Oh, I see! OK." What is 
being ref erred to there? 

:Mr. EHRLICH~rAN. I do not know. I do not know and never did 
know, I do not know what Mr. Dean had talked to him the previous 
day about. I was looking as you were reading, to see if I could see what 
had been transpiring in that particular week in those hearings, and it 
seems to me that the issue was primarily--

Senator 1VEICKER. Dean sat in on the interviews that the FBI con
ducted during the 1Vatergate investigation and the question of whether 
Dean would come to the ,Tudiciarv Committee and testifv. 

)fr. EHHLICIDL\N. I think that' this was one of a series of telephone 
calls that Mr. Grav made to me and Mr. Dean at the close of his testi
fving every day to give ns his view of how things had gone for the 
day, sometimes rather optimistic, but in direct response to your ques
tion. I do not know to ·what that does refer, that is to sav, what Mr. 
Dean talked to him about the previous day. · 

35-905 (Pt. 2) 0 - 74 - 7 

Senator 1YEICKER. In other ,vords. that would then go into the same 
area of "I laid it _on him, too. you know. to fuse the issue.'' Again your 
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response would be similar there-you do not understand what. he was 
talking about? 

L :Mr. EHRLICIE\IAX. ·wen, that is correct; unless it refers back to this 
qu~--tion of who the documents were delivered to. If it refers to some 
other subject, I do not know. 

Se.nator WEICKER. Let me ask you a question. Yesterday you testified 
to two separate events. One was April 15 where l\fr. Petersen and 
Attorn_ey General Kleindienst informed the President, and I think 
you said yourself also, of the fact that the record, the Hunt records, 
had been burned by Pat Gray and that precipitated the phone con-
versation. , 

Mr. EHRLICHlfAN. No, sir. They had a conversation--
Senator WEICKER. If I can finish that, that pre-0ipitates the phone 

conversation to Gray in the evening1 
Mr. EHRLICHlfAN. No. At the time of that telephone call in the 

evening, neither the President nor I knew or had any reason to believe 
that Mr. Gray had destroyed the documents. 

Senator WEICKER. Well, I think it might be-let me get back to 
that question, I will get back to that auestion in just a minute. 

You also -let me drop back in time:-at the beginning of April, you 
went out and you had a talk with Judge Byrne relative to the FBI 
directorship. Now, it is clear from this taped telephone conversation 
that you do not think very much of Mr. Gray unless for some reason 
or another swinging around in the breeze is a new term of endearment 
that I do not 1.110w anything about, and obviously, from what John 
Dean says, the President does not think very much of Pat Gray. He 
says that "I am not sure Gray is smart enough to run the Bureau the 
way he is handling himself," and obviously, Dean, Dean says, "He 
makes me gag." So John Dean does not thing very much of Pat Gray. 
What in heavens' name is Pat Gray doing up there at these confirma
tion hearings as the nominee of the administration? 

Mr. EHRLICH~U:N. Well, Senator, I think you will remember those 
confirmation hearings and the revelations of the manner in which l\Ir. 
Gray responded durmg the hearings, and I think it is fair to say that 
there was pretty general disenchantment in the manner in which he 
handled himself during that time. What I was looking at while you 
were reading was the various events that took place starting back. 
around the first of the month in those hearings, and climaxing on the 
23d of March wit:h l\fr. Gray saying that John Dean probably lied to 
the FBI, and then later privately recanting t.hat charge to :Mr. Dean 
and admitting that it was an overstatement, and so on. At this point 
in time there was general disenchantment of Mr. Gray's conduct in the 
process of confirmation, there is not any question a bout it. 

Senator WEIC"KER. But, do yon mean to tell me if there is this degree 
of disenchantment that yon are going to keep this man on as the 
nominee and then later on as Acting Director, in fact, until April 27, 
when, in fact: it is Pat Gray that steps down, is that correct? There 
nmst be some reason.there must he some reason. 

l\fr. Emu,rcinr.,x. "\Yell, I think the situation was evaluated as being
perlrnps doubtful and pain fol as it existed but perhaps more painf1il 
to withdraw the problem, and so there was a weighing of the .1.lterna
t.ive evils, and it was felt on balance that at some time along in there 
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55. On March 8, 1973 Dean met with the President in the Oval 

Office from 9:51 to 9:54 a.m. Dean has testified that the President 

asked if something had been done to stop Gray from turning over FBI 

materials to the Senate Judiciary Committee, and Dean replied that he 

believed the matter had been taken care of by Attorney General Klein

dienst. On Marc h 10 the President and Dean spoke by telephone from 

9:20 to 9:44 a.m. Dean has testified that the President called to 

tell him that the executive privilege statement should be got out 

immediately, and that this should be done before Dean was called before 

the Senate Jud i ciary Committee in connection with the Gray hearings 

so that it would not appear that the statement on executive privilege 

was in response to the action by the Senate committee. 

55.1 Meetings and conversations between the 
President and John Dean, March 8 and 10, 

Page 
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55.3 Memorandum of substance of Dean's calls and 
meetings with the President, March 8, 1973 (received 
from SSC) and accompanying Fred Thompson affidavit, 
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55.1 MEETINGS AND CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT 
AND JOHN DEAN1 MARCH 8 AND 10 1 1973 

101530 
:tvfEETINGS AND TELEPHONE CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN 

THE PRESIDENT AND JOHN vr. DEAN' III 

No contact between the President and John W. Dean, III, during January, 
February, and March 1972 

April 13, 1972 

PM 4:31 4:34 President met with Frank I)eMarco, Jr.; and 
John Dean to sign 1971 income tax returns. 

May l, 1972 

PM 3:02 3:07 President had photo opportunity in Rose Garden for 
National Secretaries Week. Mr. Dean attended 

No contact between the President and John W. Dean, III, during June and 
July 1972 •. 

August 14, 

PM 
12:45 
12:49 
12:49 
12:49 
12:49 
12:49 
12:49 
12:49 

1972 

1 :11 
1 :09 
1 :11 
1:11 
1 :12 
1 :12 
l :12 
1 :12 

The President met to sign personal legal docu.ments with: 
The First Lady 
John J. Ratchford 
Mr. Butterfield 
Mr. Haldeman 
Mr. Ehr lichman 
John W. Dean, ill 
John H. Alexander 
Richard S. Ritzel 

No other contact during August 1972 
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PM 

3:15 6:17 
5:27 6:17 

The President 1net ,vit:\: 

Mr. Haldeman 
Mr. D~an 

-i .' '\ .,. -·· f • - \ 

· -rotsfi{1 

(The President talked with Mr. MacGregor by 
phone from 5:36 to 5:38) 

No other contact during September 1972 

October 9, 1972 

PM 3:10 3:34 

3:23 3:34 

The President met with Samuel Newhouse. President 
of Ne\vhouse Newspapers and Newhouse Broadcastir.g 
and Herb Klein. · 

John Dean joined· the meeting. 

November 8; - 1972 

The President attended a . senior staff meeting in the 
Roosevelt Room. 1v1r. ·John Dean ,vas in 
attendance. 

November 12, 1972 

8:40 8:44 The President met aboard 11Spirit of !76 11 with 
Rose Mary Woods and lvlr. and Mrs. Joh..--i Dean 

No contact between the President and Joh..., W. De2.n, III, during November 
and December 1972. 
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January 21, · 1973 

AM 11 :05 12:04 President and First Lady hosted Worship Service. 
John Dean attended. 

February 27, 1973 

PM 3:55 4:20 President met with John Dean alone in Oval Office. 

February 28, 1973 

AM 9:12 10:23 President met with John Dean in Oval Office. 

March l, 1973 

AM · 9: 18 9:46 President met with his Counsel, John W. Dean, III, 
/ in the Oval Office. .· 

i,/{At 9:36 the President rec'd a call from AG Kleindienst. Dean 
}0:36 10:44 President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. too the call.) 

v-(Mr. Kissinger was present from 10:30 - 10:37.) 
PM 1:06 1:14 President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office 

March 6, 1973 

AM 11 :49 12:00 President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. 

March 7, 1973 

AM 8:53 9:16 

March 8, 1973 

A!vl 9:51 9:54 

President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. 

President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. 
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AND JOHN DEAN, MARCH 8 AND 10, 1973 

March 10, 1973 

AM 9:20 9:44 

March 13, 1973 

\VH 
101530 . 

President talked long distance ·with Mr. Dean. 
President initiated the call from Cainp David 
to Mr. Dean who was in. Washington, D. C. 

PM 12:42 2:00 President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. 

March 14, 1973 

AM 8:36 

· 8:55 8:59 
9:43 10:50 

(Mr. Haldeman was present from 12:43-12:55) 

President telephoned Mr. Dean. The call was not 
completed. 

Mr. Dean returned the call and talked with the President. 
President met with Mr. Dean in the P's EOB Office. 

Also present were: · 
Mr. Kissinger (departed at 960) 
Ronald L. Ziegler 
Richard A. Moore (9:55-10:50) 

PM 12:27 12:28 President telephoned Mr. Dea,ll. 
12:4 7 l :JO President met with Mr. Moore and Mr. Dean. 
· 4:25 4:26 President talked with Mr. Dean. , {The President 

4:34 

faarch 15, 

V PM 21:36 

initiated the call. ) 
4:36 President talked with Mr. Dean. {Mr. Dean 

initiated the call. ) 

1973 

6:24 · President met with Mr. Dean and Mr. Moore 
in the Oval Office. 

lM~~ 
- ·J ..i j 
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WH 
March 16, 1973 10153u 
AM 10 :34 11 :06 President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval .Office. 

Mr. Ziegler was present from 10:58-11:10. 

J?M 8:14 8:23 President talked with Mr. Dean. (The President 
initiated the call. ) 

March 17, 1973 

PM 1 :25 2:10 President met with fvfr. Dean in the Ovar" Office. 

March 19, 1973 

PM 4:59 President requested tba t Mr. Moore and Mr. Dean 
join hiln in his EOB Office. 

5:03 5:41 President met with Mr. Moore and Mr. Dean in 
his EOB Office. 

March 20, 1973 

AM 

PM 

i0:46 10:47 President talked with Mr. Dean. (The President 
initiated the call. ) 

12 :59 1 :00 President talked with Mr. Dean. (The President 
initiated the call. ) 

1;42 2:31 President met with Mr. Dean and Mr. Moore. 

7:29 7:43 President talked with Mr. Dean. (The President 
.initiated the call.) 
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March 21, 1973 

MEETINGS AND CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT 
AND JOHN DEAN

1 
MARCH 8 AND 101 1973 

AM 10:12 11:55 President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. 
1\.1.r. Haldeman was also present for at least 
part of the time. 

PM 5:20 6:01 President met withMr. Dean in the President's 
EOB office. Also preser .t were: 

March 22, 1973 

Mr. _Ziegler (departed at 5:25} 

. Mr. Haldeman . C) l~·:-3Q 
Mr. Ehrlichman (.5:25-6:01) 1, J 

VGen. Scm.vcroft (5:27-6:05) 

PM 1:57 3:43 President met with Mr. Dean in the President's 

March 23, 1973 

EOB Office. Also present were: 
Mr. Ehrlichman (2:00-3:40) 
Mr. Haldem,m .{2:01-3:40) 
Mr. Mitchell (2:01-3:43) 

PM 12:44 1:02 President talked · long distance with Mr. Dean. 

... 
(The President initiated the call from Florida 
to Mr. Dean who \vas iri ·Washington, D. C.) 

3:28 3:44 Presid .ent talked long didance \.vith Mr. Dean. 
(The President initiated the call from Florida 
to Mr. pean who was in Camp David, Md.) 

No contact during the period April 1-14 

April 15, 1973 

PM . 9:17 10:12 President met with i\1r. Dean in the President's 
EOB Office. 

,March 22: Deleted -- (Mr. Dean was scheduled to attend the President's 
staff briefing in the EOB Briefing Room \vhich 

I ,, 

1../ 

the President attended from 8:44-9:03. Attendance 

was not confirmed on this briefing.) 
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Apri116, 1973 

AM 10:00 10:40 President met with Mr. Dean in Oval Office. 

PM 4:07 4:35 President met with Mr. Dean in the Pres ,ident' s 
EOB Office. 

4:04 4:05 President talked with Mr. Dean. {The President 
initiated the call. ) 

April 17, 1973 

AM 9:19 9:25 President talked with Mr. Dean. · (The President 
initiated the call. ) 

101530 
April 22, 1973 

AM 8:24 8:39 President phoned Mr. Dean from Key Biscayne. 
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995 

alternatin} was absurd. I aL-,o discussed \\·ith thl' Pre _;;ident the far:t 
that Ziegh'.r ,ms considering t'rnlorsiug ti1r: _\.CLr ll'ttL'r to the .Tudi
ciary Committee regarding the turning on:r of FBI nrnteriab. The 
President thought that that was a good idea .. A.t the end of tlw meetin!! 
the President instructed me to tell the _\.ttornev General to cut off 
Grav from turning O\-er anv further ,vatergate i·eports to the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. He said this just had to cease. 

l\IEETIXG OF l\LrncH 8 

I had a \·ery brief meeting with the President on this date during 
which he asked me if something had been done to stop Gray from turn
in~ over FBI materials to the -Senate Judiciary Committee. I told him 
I tnought that the matter had been taken. care of by · the Attorney 
General. 

PHo~"E CoxvERSATIOX OF ~.URCH 10 

The phone con,ersation of )!arch 10. The President caUed me to tell 
me that he felt we should get the executh-e privilege statement out 
immediatel,y; that this should be done before I was called before the 
Senate Judiciary Committee in connection with the Gray hearings so 
that it .would not appear that the statement on executive privilege was 
in response to the action by the Senate committee. · 

}fEETIXG OF. MARCH 13 

This was a rather le~gthy meeting, the bulk of which ;as taken up 
by a discussion about the Gray hearings and the fact that the Senate 
Judiciary Committee had voted to invite me to appear in connection 
with Gray's nomination. It was at this time we discussed the potential 
of litigating the matter of executi,,e p1frilege and thereby pre,·enting 
· anybody from ~oing before any Senate committee until that matter was 
resolved. The President liked the idea very much, particularly when 
I mentioned to him that it might be possible that he could also claim 
attorney/client privilege on me so that the strongest potential case on 
e:s:ecuti.-e privilege would probably rest on the counsel to the President. 
I told him that ob\-;ously, this area would have to be researched. He 
told me that he did not wan~ Haldeman and Ehrlichman to go before 
the Ervin hearings and that if we were litigating the matter on Dean, 
that no one would ha,·e to appear. Toward the end of the conYersation, 
we got into a discussion of ,Yatergate U1atters specificallv. I told the 
President about the fact that there were money demand:lbeing made 
bv the seYen convicted defendants. and that the sentencini:r of these 
indiYiduals was not far off. It was di.iring this con ,·ersation tiiat Halde
man came into the office. After this brief interruption by Haldeman's 
coming in, but while he was still there 1 I told the President about the · 
fact that. there was no money to pay these individuals to meet their 
demands. He asked me how much it would cost. I told him that I could 
only make an estimate that ·it might be as high as Sl million or 
morl'. He told me that that was no problem. and he also looked on•r at 
Haldeman and repeated the same statement. He then asked me who 
was demanding this money and I told him it ,ms principally coming 
from Htmt throu~h his attorney. The President then referred to the 
fact. that Hunt had hel'n p1:omi~ed .Executi ,·e clemency. He said that he 
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MARCH 8 1973 , 

' '. ·. . '. : ] I). ] ')'i 3 

\~: · , •: ll l 3, 19 '/ 3 

' , 
Lr)• 

.: 

l)rc :-;ir~c nl: ~.clq 11i. 1..·c(l ;-:..s to \•;h, -!::ht.! r Ci -.:.;:,.l,Jin c.::-.i: 

i1r'!1,.)l ; (: s .. !;~·c\·:t~i. l ) c:- t.11 ~;;1.id no. 

? 

(\t;_;1.. ,·Ch l? .: I ·:) ;_:,;.:_,; rl ::,: :it i·; 111.(! n t f) n ,·; X•!f;~ ~!.i·1/t:! ,.) !.-i. t...-i ~ ,; ze. 
C.-t:)-~)1.J.,..::s to prl~: -~<;r1t a.n rl fut."111c1· :->t~1_;f er::.; b 1..Lt \•.rill p .co

v1 de i 11: (J ·L· .c; t? .. ti o ;1.. ) 

I') 1-c: p;:~ re:,.:,_ ion for . _,, . .-es s con [1~ 1.·,; nee . ~_-,.,r (; nt fj "-,i ~ r c:;.1..:(! s

ti ons ~:i.:nd an :3\ver s. l:>i"(!sidcnt ir :q ui1.·ed as to Ken 

Rietz. D t!an s <:i.id no ilL ::!;;2..lit y invol·.:ed. ?1·esidcnt 

~ ;;.s :-(cd if C o lson or Ifaldeman i-::.ne\v S·! ~~":etti. l~rcsidcnt 

:1sked if N.i.itchc ll and Colson ~.:t:~\v ,)f \\r;::_~,;1·ga::e. 

] )(!an ::;?.,id thc.!1·,:; \\'Zl. S nothing specific Qn <.:olson; t11~-t 

he di(~n 1t ki10\v ;_:.~)o ut Mitchell but th at Str·achan c ould 
~ ; 

be },: v, ):\..-,'!<l. l? _.>:sir1ent states again +ha-t D.ean s11ould 

Cc.>n1:) i l, .:! u ,v 1·it ~:1~n i.&Ci)Ort about the l:U:3.. Lter. Dean 

s ,:.~id Si ::i<:a v,·a s a hrtnf~ ing j1-1dge, the P1·e si .dent said 

he lik0d h-:1n~i i·,g j iv1~~ '".fh~y discGssed fund raisi .ng 

b\~foi·e P~:_)ril 7. J)~an said t!la_t Cvc1 .. yfhing that 1-.. ad ~j ,:!Cn 

done \va s legal. 

P: te ss cot1.fcr.~nce \Vas discussed -- qu est i on s a n d 

z1.11s\V(!."CS. Disct:SS\!d ,:x, ::cu .. ~~-v~ ~).riv.:1.lc.;e. D~cided 

t h t:!Y :i C<~dcd a Su~)1·err1 ~ Gou .ct t~s t . D e cid ,::C th:::._t 

t \c: :-=>l·1.!sident shou:C. discuss his 1·1-~s posi:.. i on. 

'f!1; , t a:'ternoo rJ. the P1-esident s1_:~;gcst~d Dean should 

p·o ;_,_._~~:):y ::t i):Jca ·-.· ~1cf,:,:;.-e the t) ::c'3S ~;-,d discusseci ,~-h<3the r 

C::o.~)~ .i1 :;.\,.)ul d 1·;-.,~:J..::~~ a ·;t t~t, : n1...:nt c:--1.bout Scgretti. 'T'}1e 

G:·,.y :-..~;,d.1::;s ·c.:1,l ti~~ •., se oi FBI iiles were also 

discGssc:d. 

Pres id e~1t h~ld ~) ~-C!~;s co nf e1·ence. That ai"i: t,;rnlJOn 

discussed t hat C..;:-'1.y'.; :)r..:! ss conf\:!r\?.n .ce c_nd d~ciC:~ ~G on 

use oi ''separation of ?O w e::.-s" ir::;tead of. .::xecuth·e 

privilege tenni a ology. 

The P:·esident re ite::.-ated his iJOSition on use of raw 

l-... 3I :~:-.l8 s. Su gg est~d Dean's ,,tritten report be 

2.c.-: ,=,:-."':._?:·. :~icd by affidavits. D~~ln · sub g e.s~~d un tin-:~l y 

r L'".;;-.·~s--; o f \Vrittcn report r~1ight ~)'~·0ju.c""1ic2 ri~hts vi 

i :-~·:: ,),.:(:i"i~ -
1
_),~0~Jl~. i)i scu~s~ d ~Jo:.,~"i.bil~ty o:' :-;etri t'.J 

. '< 
-.~ 

-2 -
· \ ··.~ ~ 

'"-:·:-;,/ · 
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55. 3 FRED THOMPSON AFFIDAVIT., SSC EXHIBIT NO. ?OA, 4 SSC 1?94-95 

liD4 

EXHIUIT ~o. 70A 

L..,_ THE UNITED STAT.ES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

SENATE SELEG':. COM.W...tTTEE ON PRESIDENTIAL 
CAMPAIGN ACTIVITIES, ET. AL: 

Plainti.f fa 

v. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

~!<;HARD M. ~"1:XO~ ) 
INDIVIDuALLY A.,XD AS PRESIDENT OF THE u~"ITED STATES) 

THE WHITE nOUSE 
W ASHL.~GTO~. D. C. 

Defecda.nt 

AFFIDAVIT OF FRED D. THOMPSON 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Civil 
Action 
No. __,...._ 

Fred D. Thompson, being sworn, ceposes and says: 

l. Ea.;-ly in June, 1973, the White Houae tra.:::uunitted 

to the Select Committee a. memorandum (whicb. iii attached to this 

affidavit) listing certai.l oral communications, both face-to-!ace and 

telephonic, between President Richard :M. Nixon a.nd J'ob:a. \Vesley Dea.nm. 

This memorandum, inter alia • includes the exact tunes aud durations of 

these corn:rnunic:ations, and, in the case of fa.ce-to-fa.c:e communica.tions. 

the other participants, i! any, in those conversations. 
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55, 3 FRED THOMPSON AFFIDAVIT~ SSC EXHIBIT NO. 70A., 4 SSC 1794-95 . 

l 7!J,) 

2. Shortly thereafter, I -received a te!1,p!-.one ,~.,:i 

from J. Fred :Buzhardt, Special Cou."lsel to the Presirier.t. Durir..; 

this telephone call, Mr. Buzhardt rel:!.ted to me his un•lerstanding 

as to the s~bstance of certain portions of the enumerated conversatio::s 

between th _e ?resident and Mr. Dea:1. 

· 3. During my discussion with Mr. · Buzhardt, I 

made detailed notes on the · informa.tion that he gave me. lipon 

conclusion of the conversation, I promptly prepared a. "Memorandum . 

of Sl..bs:ance oi Dean's Calls and Meeting with the President," a 

copy o: ,-nich 1s attached to t::,is .a::~davit. It is my belie£ that this 

me::nora:lc= a.ccurate!y :-e;1ec:,; the 1n£o:-rnation imparted to me- by 

/Fred D. 

( 
·Subscribed. a:-:.! s.,o~n to. be!'c:-e 

me. this 9u d.;.v ,of . ct,,<L~-.Ji· 'j_c-.7J 

CJ 
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56. On March 12, 1973 the President issued a statement on exec-

utive privilege. The statement set forth in part: 

A member or former member of the President's personal 
staff normally shall follow the well-established pre
cedent and decline a request for a formal appearance 
before a connnittee of the Congress. At the same time, 
it will continue to be my policy to provide all nec
essary and relevant information through informal 
contacts between my present staff and conunittees of 
the Congress in ways which preserve intact the Con
stitutional separation of the branches. 

56.1 President Nixon statement, March 12, 1973, 

Page 

9 Presidential Documents 253-54 •••••••••••.••••••••••.. 796 
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56,1 PRESIDENT NIXON STATEMENT, MARCH 12, 1973, 
9 PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 253-54 

Sr 1_:ll Business Weck, 1973 

Povlamtzlion 4195. i'r!arch 12, 1973 

By t!:e President of the United Sta/es of America 
a Proclamation 

In no facet of our national life is the Americ:rn genius 
for indcpem!ence, innovation and self-improvement better 
di,rilavd than in the small busines.s community. 

i1.f instinct to cre:i.te, sustain and expand an inde
pendent enterpri:.e is as old as America herself-an im
pubc that brought the earliest settlers to our shores and 
moti\·ated generation after generation of our citizens in 
their onward, upward march. Nowhere is it more clearly 
evident today than among our Nation's 8 million small 
businesses. 

In the past year alone, more than 70 thousand new 
companies were started. Nineteen out of every twenty 
firms are considered small business, and they provide ap
proximately 35 million jobs, and contribute more than 
$4 20 billion to the gross national product. 

They also provide a ladder of opportunity to hard 
working, ambitious Americans of all races and creeds-
the chance to harness individual initiative and ability to 
the mighty potentials of the free enterprise system. As 
long as America remains true to her heritage, the small 
busines.sman will continue as a mainstaf of our economy 
and our society. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD Nrxox, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby designate the week 
beginning May 13, 1973, as Small Business .Week. I ask 
all Americans to share with me during this week a 
deep pride in the many accomplishments or our Nation's 
small businessmen and women, and in the invaluable con
tribution they have made to our free way of life. 

IN ·wrrNESS ,VHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this 12th day of March, in the year of our Lord n;neteen 
hundred seventy-three, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the one hundred ninety
sevcnth. 

RICHARD NIXON 

' [Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 2 :57 p.m_, 
March 12, 1973] 

( Executive Privilege 

f Statement b-y the President. J,,Jarch 12, 1973 

During my press .wnference of January 31, 1973, I 
st~ttrt1 th:tt I ~voukl is.-;ue a statement out1intng n1y \·ic1.vs bn 
t\.~·.·1:ti 1:c pnvilegc. 

Thi: doctrine of cx~c:.1tl.vc privil~ge is \•;eU. e,~r2.Lli.3hed. 
It h-,,s first invoked by Presicknt Wa;hington, a.'1d it ha.3 
been rccogni:.cd .:md utilized hy our President, for almost 
200 -years since that time. The doctrine i.; roo~~d Lr! the 
Ccn;dtution, whir:h .-ests "the f.xecutive Power" sold,· in 
the President, and it is designed to protect communications 
within the executh-e branch in 2 variety of circumstances 
in i:ime of both war and peace. Without such p~o,eccion, 
our military security, our relations with other countries, 
our iaw enforcement procedures, and many other aspects 
of the national interest could be significantly damaged and 
the decisionmaking process of the executive branch cocld 
be in1p:tired. 

The general policy of this Administration regarding the 
use of executive privilege during the next 4· years ·will be 
the same as the one we have followed during the past 4 
years and which I outllned inmy press conference: Execu
tive privilege will not be used as a shie!d to pr~·ent em
barrassing information from being _made available · but 
will be exercised only in those particular instances in which 
disclosure would harm the public interest. 

I fost enunciated this policy in a memorandum of 
March 24, 1969, which I sent to Cabinet officers and 
head, of agencies. The memorandum read in part: 

"The policy of this Administration is_ to comply to the 
fullest extent possible with Cong~ional requests for 
information. While the Executive branch has the re
sponsibility of withholding certain information the dis
closure of which would be incompatible .with the public
interest, this Administration will invoke this authority 
only in the most compelling circumstances and after a 
rigorous inquiry into the actual need for its exercise. 
For those reasons Executive privilege will not be used 
,,ithout specific Presidential approval." 

In recent weeks, questions have been raised about the 
availability of officials in the executive branch to present 
testimony before committees of the Congress. As my 1969 
memorandum dealt primarily with guidelines for provid
ing information to the Congress and did not focus specifi
cally on appearances by officers of the executive branch 
and members of the President's personal staff, it would be 
useful to outline my policies concerning the fatter question. 

During the first 4 years of my Presidency, hundreds of 
Administration officials spent thousands of hours freely 
testifying before committees of the Congress. Secrec:uy of · 
Defense Laird, for inst1rn:e, made 86 separate appe::u-anc.:s 
befor:: Congressional committees, engaging in over 327 
hcu.-s of testimony. By contrast, there were onlr three oc
casions during the first term of my Administration when 
executi\-e privilege w:u invoked anywh.:re in th.: e_-..:ecuth-e 
branch in re-,ponse to a Congrc;sional request for informa
tion. These facts spe:tk not of a closed Administr:!tion but 
of one that is pkdgc>d to openness. and is_ prnud :o sund 
on i::,; record_ 

Volo:ni!' 9-Number 11 
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56.1 PRESIDENT NIXON STATEMENT, MARCH 12, 1973, 
9 PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 253-54 

254 P~ESIOENTI.\L DOCUMENTS: RICHAR!> NIXON, 1?73 

Rcqut"Sts for C::in:..,'Tessional app:'.aranr:cs h•: members rif 
thr, .:'re~idem·s pers;nal staff p;~.sent a d:fic~ent .,itu:,tion 
and r:iise difi::rcnt considerations. Such request~ h,we been 
rdatively infrequent through the years, and in past admin
istrations they have been routinely declined. I have fol
lowed that same tradition in my Admin:stration, and I in
tend to continue it during the remainder of my term. 

Under the doctrine of separation of powers, the manner 
in which the President personally exercises his assigned 
executive powers is not subject to que.stioning by another 
branch of Government. If the President is not subject to 
such questioning, it is equally appropriate that members of 
his staff not be so questioned, for their roles are in effect 
an extension of the Presidency. 

This tradition rests on more than Constitutional doc
trine: It is also a practical necessity. To insure the effec
tive discharge of the executive responsibility, a President 
must be able to place absolute confidence in the advice and 
assistance offered by the members of his staff. And in the 
performance of their duties for the President, those staff 
members must not be inhibited by the possibility that their 
advice and assistance will ever become a matter of public 
debate, either during·thcir tenure in Government or at a 
later date. Otherwise, the candor with which advice is 
rendered and the quality of such assistance will inevitably 
be compromi.~d and' weakened. What is at stake, there
fore, is not simply a question of confidentiality but the 
integrity of the decisionmaking process at the very highest 
levels of our Government. 

The considerations I have just outlined have been and 
must be recognized in other fields, in and out of govern
ment. A law clerk, for instance, is not subject to inter
rogation about the factors or. discussions that preceded a 
decision of the judge. 

For these reasons, just as I shall not invoke executive 
privilege lightly, I shall aTso look to the Congress to con
tinue .this proper tradition in asking for executive branch 
testimony only from the officers properly constituted to 
provide the information sought, and only when the elicit
ing of such testimony will serve a genuine legislative 
purpose. 

As I stated in my press conference on January 31, the 
question of whether circumstances warrant the exercise 
of executive privilege should be determined on a case-by
case basis. In ma.1-ing such decisions, I shall rely on the 
following guidelines: 

1. In the case of a department or agency, every official 
shall comply with a reasonable request for an appearance 
before the Congress, provided that the performance of 
the duties of his office will not be seriously impaired 
thereby. If the official believes that a Congressional request 
for a particular document or for testimony on a particular 
point raises a substantial question as to the need for in
voking executive privilege, he shall comply with the pro
cedures set forth in my memorandum of 1farch 24, 1969. 

Tims, cxcrntive p:-ivilege wi!l not bt: in,;,Jked. u:Hil th~ 
comp~!ling need for its exercise ha~ h<:<".!1 clearly demon
strated and the request has been approved first f1y the 
Attorney General and then by the President. 

2. A Cabinet officer or any other Government official 
who also holds a position as a member of the President's 
pers,mal staff shall comply wit~ any reasonable. request 
to testify in his non-White House capacity, provided that 
the performance of his duties will not be seriously impaired 
thereby. If the official believes that the request raises a sub
stantial question as to the need for invoking executive 
privilege, he shall comply with the procedures set forth 
in my memorandum of March 24, 1969. 

3. A member or former member of the President's per
sonal staff normally shall follow the well-established prec
edent and decline a request for a formal appearance be
fore a committee of the Congress. At the same time; it 
will continue to be my policy to provide all necessary and 
relevant information· through informal contacts between 
my present staff and committees of the Congres., in ways 
which preserve intact the Constitutional separation of the 
branches. 

KOTE: The text of the memorandum to which the statement refen 
was also made available by the White House Press Office, as follows: 

Mardi 2+, 1969 

MEMORANDUM Fort THE H£ADs OP Exi;cunvE DEPAJ<TME:NTS AJ.D 

AoE,-.c1Es 

SuBJ£ci: EsTABL1SH1,-.o A Paoce1>vu TO GovERN Co~PLL\.'<CZ 
WITH Co,-.ortEssro:s.,L DeMA.'lDs FOil l:sFOIUIATtON 

The policy of this Administration is to comply to the fullest 
extent possible with Congressional requests for information. While 
the Executive branch has the responsibility of ... ithholding certain 
information the disclosure of which would be incompatible with 
the public interest, this Administration will invoke this authority 
only in the most compdling circumstances and after a rigorous 
inquiry into the actual need for its exercise. For those reasons Execu. 
tive privilege will not be used without specific Presidentfal appro,,al. 
The following procedural steps will gOYem the invocation of Execu
tive privilege: 

I. If the head of an Executive department or agency (hereafter 
referred to as "department head") believes that compliance with 
a request for information from a Congressional agency addressed 
to his department or agency raises a substantial question as to the 
need for invoking Executive privilege, he should consult the Attor
ney General through the Office of Legal Counsel of the Department 
of Justice. 

2. If the departn1ent head and the Attorney General agree, in 
accordance with the policy set forth above, that Executive privilege 
shall not be invoked in the circumstances, the information shall be 
released to the inquiring Congressional agency. · 

3. If the department head and the Attorney General agree that 
the circumstances justify the invocation of Executive privilege, or 
if either of them bcliC\•es that the issue should be submitted to the 
President, the matter shall be transmitted to the Counsel to the 
President, who will advise the department head of the Presicent's 
decision. 

4. In the event of a Presidential decision to imrolce Executi,.'C 
privilege, the departm<ent head should ad,·ise the Con:;ressionJ.I 
agency that the chim of Excf'ufive privilege is being made with !..lie 
specific approval of the Pres:dent. 

S. Pending a fin3l detennin:1tion of the 1n:1ttc:\ the depart:nent 
head s.h0uld request the Congres:;io:ial agenC"y to ho?d i~s c!em:tnd 
for the information in ~be~tancc until such dctc:mination C3.n be 
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57. On March 13, 1973 the Senate Judiciary Committee voted in 

executive session to ask John Dean to testify in the Gray confirmation 

hearings concerning his contacts with the FBI during the investigation 

of the Watergate break-in. 

Page 

57.1 Washington Post, March 14, 1973, Al, A12 •••••••.••••••• 800 

57.2 John Dean testimony, 3 SSC 995 ...••.•••••••••.••••••••• 802 
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57,1 WASHINGTON POST, MARCH 14, 1973, Al, A12 

f ~ ~ 

P,\ .,., C'·!l ~ 
\ • I · 1 t (;·..a 
J.:....L:.. 'J .. .Lv 

Bv Carl nerns(ri 11 r,,~~-,,···~. . .. , ...... ., ... _,,. ,., ' what DC'mOl'l'J\i(' sr,un·rs ,aid 

a,;d Doll \\"uodward I is their -current s!rnlr,: y in 

µ' Washlni:ton Po ~t S:Jff \\'nkr... ..,.,. I clcnling with the Cray nomi-
he Senatc

1 
Judi_ciar.v 

1
Com - [' __ ./ nation: To gil·c :.\Ir. :\ixon the 

\tee \'otec una111mous Y y,•,. , ,. ; ,· t! :oice of eith ct· .,c:1din~ ]Jean 
t crday lo invite l)l'l''.-.tdClll ~\i.\ · r.: r Yoluntarily c,r r:in· thC pos'si-
on's \\'hitc HouH· l'Ollnsel, · ; bili{~: of Cray's nomin:ttion 

. ,John \Ve")i(·~· Uc:in 111. lo le . ..;- 1 
/ hein.!:.! shC'l\'c.•d ur1til :i sl'IL·rl 

tif.y nt c·onfirmation !1(':triw..'.... \ :;;:~:~. f ' S(•nalL' ill\'('~1 it!; tt i !l'.! nimmit-
on the nomin~1tlon of L. !' a~- J t c p :-=.uhmits it :,; fi 11:it t1·;i:,rt l1rid.: Cr:i1· Ill tu be 1'<'!'111"11,•n:. r 011 th e 11·a1C'r:.:alv ,-:.,,• 11,•xt 

~£1t·tor of th<' VBL t\ ¢. F d >ruar~·. lf tl)e.\· c:1n po ' \· 
TIIC" \"ote f1,llow('d the co :. '-' pon e :lC'th•n until 1hr·u. l ih_·:--·c 

lap se of l:C'puhlil'an cl fo rt s t11 .· ~our<:es s~i<I. 1 ht 'Y h1·lil'\ 'l~ the 
atl:tdi limit s to lhl' invit:\lio11 .~· ./ .~--1 i'n• :•::!d<'n' . \t·ilJ w i I h '1 1· aw 
and it ~ct lh <' s \:t! !C for a sho '.\. Cr:1y· ~ n o 1n i 11:tti1 .•11. 
down between th e <.·omm!ll t' l' There ;ip :.,,'~1:·l·d to be a 
~nd Prcsidt•nt ::\ixo11. who h;d ~-.rm·.in '..! fr1..•lin~ ;1m,,n~ s,•n:1-
already said he would rdus ·i lnrs of both p:m'( ·., y,•.,1, rda,· 
to a.How Dean to appear. l '1::t (in1v·:-: nnnuti:11111n 1~ i;, 

Late YC'~tercli1Y, the \\'bite ~1·ri11us j~·11j1:1rd,\· un\- . ..::-: lh•: 1 n 
Hou>e rriteratcd .\Jr. \'i,on's 1,·.,tifics. 
stnted position thnt '·no JJn .,:si- .: ..• ,; ,i__. •• · · · ·--·· __ j L.·: h ~ . .. -. ..... 1 , .•. ~ ,:. Onr 1:l•pui1Iic~:n .--•·n;;tor pre· 
dent roulcl CH'!' a~rec to allow dkll'd la , l ni~h• tl,:'1 IN1no-
the counsel to the Prcsiclt •nt .101!:0- \\'. llE.\:0- Ill L l',\Tl:tc:, Gl:.\Y Ill ,·r:,t s ha,·c ~urfi (i<-11: 1·01,·, in 
to go clown and tc~tify h(~forc .. . his t<•stimony sou~ht ... hi"i 11unl i11.1th.n1 ,lt.•!iall•d 1 llc ,Jtr(!ir.i::1·v ('o:11111it1c<' to 
a committee,.'' • ~h!oeh: C:r;,:,-·S no:11in:ilitrn if 

The two principal leadPrs o[ ;i-~r(•ement lt; turil" 0 ,·e·r iu, ·e :,:;-, inl'd c;r;i:·:- c!t':llin:!~ with ; DL':111 doC'~n·t t(•s1!t\ :in~I sriid: 
the mon ~n:l'n~ to . r~1!1 Dran. ; u·~ati ·d~ l't•pons to Dl'iln. :\~cm· ~ LJc·;in . , _'ll look s lik e the 1, t1:1J·•!'l 1<.; :!o 
Senate ~laton\Y \\ lup l !obc·rt : · . . . . . , . ; 111•; u1> on thh 111•,· It l•>oks! 
C. Byre! (D-i\':\'a.) and Sen .. h(•rs nt th~ .lu(llcwry Co111n11l-j S,,n. le d 11 ;, r c1 \!. Ken!!cdy !,Le mnr c op;>o, ition ,, build-
John v. Tunney (D-Calif.) ,' tce want lu <ll.'l~rm1ne 11 ll e:in i D-\ la ss.l, ahu a rnc>mb('I' of 0 in·:: a~ ain ~l Gra:··· tli:111 de1el
said aftC'r the vo1e tiwt th t_;vi 1.-1i.')u~1:d ;Iii.- i11l'urrnt1tiu:1 In: l •:· :tlle jmi i~·i:11·:: C111nrnittcL', :::;.ain up L·d i11 l~ :">L .,l·::1 ·s i 1<il \i.t · lJ\t'f 

belic-,·c they can force '.h~ ' ccin ·d from till' FDl. lnf lcr th e• 111,·t:lin~: ··111 ,·iew , t11" cu11fir111:iliu 11 c,l .\ll utw:y 
White House to witl1draw . ··Jr the \\'hilc House w:,nls'of tucl;,; ··, st ron,: bip:1rli'ca11: (;,,1H·ral Hid1ard C. Klein. 
Gray's nomination if Dean rc- ' PMric-k Gm;· they· will hal"<~ :ieti on, l lwpe tlH' Pn•sicl,•nt d,c•nst. 
fuses to testifv. : John Dean tome and tcstif;·," ll'ill sec lit~ wi,ciom'' of per-' Gray ha, b ee n nl"lin .~ di•·cc·· 

A central is~ue that has dc.•Scn . Byrd said yesterday. add-1111itti112 Dt-an tn tC'.<(sfy. Kf'n.:t,w of the Flll s ine<: '.!:,y :J. 
v_elopccl h1 Gray's conlirrna-!in:.: : " If !,c UOl'S not appc.or. 1 11,•clr aclckcl: ··r tl,i1_1kil woulcl See GTL\Y,.\J"?, Col. I 
t,on heann:!s has bcc>n thc , tlt e Sena!(' ou ~hl not act unt,\ : t,p mul"11 n,un: cl1fuullt !or 
FD l's han.dli-ng of the \\".au·r· i af ter lhc Scnatl' ha~ rondt1el· ! .\!r. Cr:i .,· t o tw cont'irmed Jn1111 Derw i~- r·n;;,..:irfrrl!rl 
gate invcstig~tion and. p:-in ic · '. ec! it~ O\\"Jl i 11\·c,sti ~ation of the : ,, it !wu t ~ ! r. I )(•;1 n a !}PCJ ri n.'.!." I (1 sh czr;.1 mid c:1, ,,, }~!,·! t"! !I 111) 

ularly 1 the propriety of Gr;i y ·s : n·at~r gat(' ra sl·'' and cx.1111- i Their r('llli.1rks rt'fle('tcd ; al .\'irn,1 (li,fi:. !'1:r,c Al:?. 

:·, . -:,·" i~ :% 'it * 
nece ssa ry that !Jean rccci\'el doned. the sources said . 

~GRAY, From Al I ::i~ri~lt ss or whether Dean FBI information in rondueti:1g i J~:.~icr~t stlcommand . a 9.7 ma, 
hi s inquiry anrl ha s clcnicd i · 0 ie committee , bu t 

S1fo~te :i\!ajority Leader De mocrats on the Jueic'iarv lha t Dran leaked any of the/ \'Otes . seldom follow striet 
?.like Mansfield, who had pre-I Com mit tee have questioned FBI 's rrports lo the Commit· party hnes 111 it.; cld1beratio11~. 

· wheth er Gray has generally tee for tl 1c I'e- clc~t1·on of the !, Si~nific ,1ntl.v, the viously announced his support been too political during his • ' , sourres 
of the Gray nomination. was tenure as acting FBl director Pre .sident or elsewhere. '. reported th ,11 Sen. Charles 
asked yesterday if he belie\'es I and ha\'e suggested that he , c_stt •rday's unammous \"Ote'illcC. lllat~11as /~ -:.\lei.) did not, 
action should be postponed bowed to· White House pres-, to ask tl!at Dean appear be- Jo111 othe,_ . GCH meH:bers of 
until .after a special Senate\ sures in conducting the Water-! fore th e Jud1c1ar;· Commlllce the eomm111ee 111 urgrng thati 
committee completed its in\·es- ga te inquiry. / was _taken dunng an cxecutiye' I 
tigation of the Watergate cas _c\ 1.h t d i h· , I sess ion 111 which Democrats conditions be attachecl to the. 

d lat d alle nat1·011s of po cy re pea e Y .i\ c ques- , ,,·er·e re• 1c rt 'til · · d 
an re e ·"' · tionecl Grav about his fre. l 1 .' c "lll 110 moo tooean inYi tation. awl remained ,

1 litical spying and sabotage . " ! · . 
1 

D 
1 , compromi se. -1 t d · th ,. · 

would think so," replied :.\Ians.

1 

qu en t contact wit 1 can, w 10' .\e r1· .., t . . . . s1 en unn ;: ~ c,1scuss1011. 1 
h 

, t· Iwd recommended that one of ·
1 

cotrl 111•0 0. sou,ces P_tes- Democrats opposing the Gra y , 
field "but t at s a ques wn th e n1cn sub sequentl y con- I, en at ic merung, Hcp.u bl1ca11 nomination arc hopeful oC. 
for the Judiciar y Committ_ee memb ers contcn I <.I t t 11 
to decide." 'fhc :\Ia.1onty , \' icted in the i\"atcrg~(c co11-1 '. ·' t r l) 'e ,ia .10 winn ing :11:ithil~' support in 

L d dd ~rl 111a, the hc·ltc\'es 1 spiracv, G. Gordon Lidd \', he l 
11
1" '1 

3 
'
011 10 ca n s

1
l1uuld 111• a showdown c·n11i irm :1t ion \·o:r ea er a .. . 1 · ~ 1 1 ·c : l ' uc c :-1n ;igr ee mcnt t wt he be. . . . 

Dean ,hould appear before the ' h1rec as coun ,e or tic_ om: , questioned onl\· abuut hi• 1f De a n docs nol test1f), 
committee . I, m1ttc,e for the Re-~lecrion of, ck al in~, with C,r:iy and th;. l'.ollowni g (h e \'o iec. \"O(~ to 

;\lcanwhilc, the powc·rful th e I resident. . . , ll .ic 0 r Fill d~ta rnv,tc De a n to tr su ly , ::-en. 
1 ·rman of the committee: Dc:rn conducted an 11n-est1- ' f . · 1 . Philip Har t (() .\Jich) succc<s. c 1a1 ·. )' .., t" f ti i\'·1t .,, t ,, . i , o,•:c, ·er. 111 l 10 midst of · · . ·. · · · 

Sen. ,Janw" 0. Lastbncl O . _a .'o'.' . o _ ,c . .' e, _a c c<1sc • 1111., ,lisl'uss ion Srn. John ~le- fully mo\'Cd t o 1n\"1te three 
llliss.), rcitrrated I11s belief fo1 _1 ,cs,~'.'nt ;-.;,:on th.it ail.: Cldl :rn ID-,\rk.), who is con- other witn essrs whose names 
that. _Cray will he conf,nncd ,uh'.·d cu_11?11t mc_mhr,_, o_t the sic!(•rr:d a ke v swin~ ,·ote i, ha\'e fi .~l::·,,rJ in tlw (;r3y con-

a<ln1111ist1at1on f1om ,lll) lll· 11,,., , . · 1' firnwtwn J,(':1:-11;c·,: ,Judith llo· 
,·cdvc·llll'llt in lhe bu !·.:111" c,f ! ," co1111111ttec>, announcccl I ·k ti , f . ,, ·· sr· t l 
[) • .... I I ". ·. 'I , : t11:11 lil' f:t\ ·n:·cd an u1 1rl~:"1lri ·t .: inl , H. o1111 r a:-.:-:iJ . • in . o c1110( 1.1t1c 1cac c1tia,, ., s. l H , ·, , .· , . L . the tr, ,3 .,u: ·r·r of the Comm1l· 
\Vhite Ilouse has sa 1<i it was :\d .. ' 11'.' 1" 1'011 and the llcpuh :tee for the Hc-cl,•ction of th, : 

; , ir ,llh ;1r~u m\'n ; \\ as ~ban 
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57.1 WASHINGTON POST, MARCH 14, 1973, Al, A12 

!President; Thomas Lumbard," 
a Washington bw;-cr who says 
he worked with Dean and Lid
'dy on a 1\"ixon campaign proj
ect; and Thoma.s Bishop, for-. 
mer deputy director of the i 
FBI. . I I The vote to t·all Bishop 
passed H to l; :llrs. Hoback I 
I was unani mou~Iy requested to . 
appear and Lumbard 's inl"ita- 1 · 
lion cleared on an S-7 rnte, 
with :l!athias voting with the 
Democrats and Eastland with[ 
the Republicans . ;\lcClellan 

I 

~;d by then left them~~~ Senators have said th<'y,of D0an. Cbmmon·cause, a cit-\ 
Of the three,. only ~umbanLparticularly want to question 

I 
i:'.rns' lobbying organization, [ 

a':'cepte~ the rnvitt,tlon, and'oean ahoat whether he tolcli h.:s sued to force disclosur~ of: 
his testimony was scheduled, . . . 1 (' ·, 1 f ~'i"Ol' amp 0 ·~ I 

, , . lthe :\'1xon campat"n or ganizn- • ,le nJn CS O " ·' • C . alen 
fot 2 p.m._ toda). Lumba1d, ai. . " . _, , 'contributors who gave pnor to 
former ass1s~ant U.S. attorney

1
twn_. a~ouJ ~I;s. Hoba'.k s ,n·! ,\pi·il 7, l972, when the new 

here, has said th_at Dean _and lt~n1e,,. fhe) :ilso \l~nl to i Plcction finance law took ef-1 
Watergate conspirator L1ddy

1
ct1scuss another alleged Dre:ich ;fert 

worked closely to gether on ,of the confidentiality of Fill 11 ·\ ·t . , f C 
· · 1 .. 1 th' d r " .. 1, , to1 nc~s or ommon 

;campaign fmance matters. 111 es, is 01:e _ea Ill~ ,11 ,1, Cause maintain that the old i 

! 
Bishop recently retired 'Donald u_. s~ ,,rett1. .. . law also requir<>cl full disch,. j' 

from the FBI after reportedly Segrctt1, an alleged po11t1- sure. As a result of the suit, 
disagreeing with Gray '~ man- cal saboteur worl-..ing on _b~-j th•' Nixon committee pre,·i· · 

\agement. Gray has said Bishop 1lialf of tlH' 1\"1xon re,elccllonl o:isly agreed to di:,ctosc the 
'was involved in sending a \effort, reportedly was sho,,·n I 1wmes of some donors who 
teletype message-over Gray'sl~opi~~ of his ow~ FBI reports , colltributed about S5 million 

:name-to FBl field offices\bY r\1:rnn campmgn a1d0s dnr·l prior to April 7. There is at 
asking for information thltli.ng the Republican ?\ationall Jcast another $3 million in un· 
would aid the White Housc',Convcntion in )liarni Bcal'h.lcJisclosed contributions . 
in President N_ixon's campaig!'· The White House has denie~ I The six other persons sub
Gray has marntainecl he did mggestion~ that_ De~n showca f poenaed are Nixon campaign i 
not know about the messageJ •them to Segre\(! , 1 aides Jeb Stuart l\la grudcr, 
until after it was ser.t and 1 In another matter relatin;; , Hobert C. Odk Jr., De Van L. j 

!would not have approved it. t to Dean, Common Cause ob- I Shumway, )lurray i\1. C:ho-j 
. !\!rs. Hoback, who declin~d ! tained a subpoena ycstl'rd3i 'l tiner, High \\' . Sloan Jr. and \ 
her invitation yesterday aftcr- i for Dean and six prcsid, , 1,ti:tl ! Hnrry S. Flcmi11~. The subpoe
noon has ~i;rnect an affid:ivit : camp:iign aides in an ntl,'lllPl i n;;s ca.ll for "all letters, corre-1 
sayin'g that within 48 hours of :to ;;ct. information about the: sµondencc, documents , re-, 
a supposedly confidential FB[ :collectwn of funds by the :cords, memorancti,, an<!..,othcr : 
interview. she was questioned' President's re-election commit·: writings" that relate to \'lrtu
about the inten·iew bv offi- !tee. , ally every aspect of the Prcsi-

1 
cials. of President !\'ixo-n's re-! The \\'hite_ House is ex-: d:nts campai;n finance opcr-
_electLOn ~omm1ttee. I pected to resist the subpoena: at10n. . 
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57.2 JOHN DEAN TESTIMONY, JUNE 25, 1973, 3 SSC 995 

995 

alternative was absurd. I also discussed with the President the fact 
that Ziegler was considering endorsing the A.CL C letter to the !Judi
ciary Committee regarding the turning over of FBI materials. The 
President thought that that was a good idea. At the end of the meet inz 
the President mstructed me to tell the Attorney General to cut off 

· Grav from turning over an;y further 1Vatergate reports to the Senate 
J ud1ciary Committee. He said this just had to cease. 

MEETIXG OF MARCH 8 

I had a very brief meeting with the Presiqent on this date~ring 
which he asked me if something had been done to stop Gray fro turn
in~ over FBI materials to the Senate Judiciary Committee. I tol him 
I tnought that the matter had been taken care of by the Attorney 
General. -

PHo~'E CoxvERs·.\Tio:x OF MARCH 10 

The phone conversation of )!arch 10. The President called me to tell 
me that he felt we should get the executive privilege statement out 
immediatelJ; that this should be clone before I was called before the 
Senate J ud1ciary Committee in connection with the Gray hearings so 
that it.would not apJ?ear that the statement on executirn privilege was 
in response to the action by the Senate committee. _ _ _ 

}UETIXG OF MARCH 13 

r-- This was a rather lengthy meeting, the bulk of which was taken up 
I by a discussion about the Gray hearings and the fact that the Senate 

L Jucliciary Committee had voted to invite me to appear in connection 
with Gray's nomination. It was at this time we discussed the potential 
of litigating the matter of executi re prfrilege and thereby pre,·enting 
anybody from going before any Senate committee until that matter was 
resol rnd. The President liked the idea verv much, particularly when 
I mentioned to him that it might be possible that he could also claim 
attorney/client privilege on me so that the strongest potential case on 
executive privilege would probably rest on the counsel to the President. 
I told him that obdously, this area would han:? to be reSC'arched. He 
told me that he did not want Haldeman and EhrJichman to go before 
the En·in hearings and that if we were litigating the matter on Dean, 
that no one would have to appear. Tmrnrd the end of the conversation, 
we got into a discussion of 1Yatergate matters specifically. I told the 
President about the fact that there ,vere monev demands being made
by the seven convicted defendantsi and that the sentencing of these 
individuals was not far off. It was during this conn•rsation that Halde
man came into the office. After this brief interruption bv Haldeman's 
coming in, but while he was still there, I tol<l the Presicfont about the 
fact that there "·as no money to pay these individuals to meet their 
demands. He asked me how much it would cost. I told him that I could 
only make an estimate thnt .jt might be as high as $1 million or 
more. Hclold me that that was no problem, and he al.so looked o,·er at 
Haldeman and repeated the same statement. He then asked me who 
was demanding this money and I told him it was principally coming 
from Hunt tht·ough his attonwv. The President then referred to the 
facttlutU-Iunt haclJH't'll prnmised Executi .,·e cl~nwncy. He said that he 
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58. On March 13, 1973 the President met with John Dean from 

12:42 to 2:00 p.m. The following is an index to certain of the subjects 

discussed in the course of the March'l3, 1973 meeting: 

Advisability of public disclosure. 

Possible public testimony of Sloan, Kalmbach, Stans 
and Mitchell. • • . . • . . • . • . , • • • 

The pre-June 1972 role of Gordon Strachan in 
Watergate and Strachan's statements to investigators 

The pre-June role of Jeb Magruder in Watergate ••• , 

John Mitchell, H. R. Haldeman and Gordon Liddy's 
intelligence program at CRP . . ••••••• 

58.1 Tape recording of meeting between the 
President and John Dean, March 13, 1973, 
12:42-2:00 p.m., and House Judiciary 

TRANSCRIPT PAGE 

16-19, 65-69 

46-49 

58-59 

59-60 

61-63 

Page 

Committee transcript thereof .•.••••.•.•••.•..•..•••.. , • 804 
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58.1 TRANSCRil'T OF MARCH 13, 19?3 MEETING, 1-?6 

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE IMPEACHMENT INQUIRY STAFF 

FOR THE 

HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

OF A RECORDING OF A MEETING AMONG 

THE PRESIDENT, JOHN DEAN AND H. R. HALDEMAN 

ON 

MARCH 13, 1973, FROM 12:42 TO 2:00 P.M. 
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HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

58 .1 TRANSCRTPT OF MARCH 13, 1973 MEETING, 1-76 

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE IMPEACHMENT INQUIRY 
STAFF FOR THE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE OF A 

RECORDING OF A MEETING AMONG THE PRESIDENT, 
JOHN DEAN AND H. R. HALDEMAN ON MARCH 13, 1973, 
FROM 12:42 TO 2:00 P.M. 

Say, did you raise the question with the President on, 

on, uh, Colson as a consultant? 

No, I didn' t. 

Was that somebody [unintelligible]? 

It was -- the thought was --

[Unintelligible] 

well [unintelligible] it's a consultant without doing 

any consulting -- Yeah. 

He wanted it [unintelligible] 

He wants it for continued protection on, uh --

Solely for the purposes of, of executive privilege 

protection. So that --

One of those things that's kept down in the personnel 

office, and nothing's done on it. 
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58.2 TRANSCRIPT OF MARCH 231 2973 MEETING1 2-76 

PRESIDENT: What happens to Chapin? 

DEAN: Well, Chapin doesn't have quite the same problems 

appearing that Colson will. 

HALDEMAN: Yeah but -- you have the same, you, you have the same 

problems as Chapin appearing versus Colson. 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALD~: 

Well, can't -- That would be such an obvious fraud to 

have both of them as consultants, that that won't work. 

I think he's right. Uh, you'd have to leave Chapin --

Well, you can't make Chapin a consultant, I -- we've 

already said he's not, 

Yeah. 

Yeah. 

'cause we wanted the separation. The question is, if 

he -- are, are you then, going to let -- As of now, the 

way they have interpreted executive privilege, is that 

you are not going to let Chapin testify, 

Anybody. 

because it applies to executive privilege but --

[Unintelligible] 

by the former people in relation to matters while they 

were here. 

-2-
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58 .1 TRANSCRIP.f OF MARCH 131 1973 MEETING, 1-76 

DEAN: And the problem area is that Chuck~ 

HALDEMAN: That same thing would apply to Colson. 

DEAN: Well, yes, if Chuck were truly going to be doing nothing 

from the, this day on. 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

That's right. He's concerned about what he's doing. 

Colson's concerned about what he's doing from now on, and 

he would apply the consulting thing to what, to if he 

were called regarding actions taken now 

That's right. 

that relate to Watergate actions. 

Probably 'cause,because [unintelligible] he will be out 

stirring up, you know, uh, counter-news attacks and 

things of this nature and --

Jesus Christ • . Is he ~upposed to do that and be consulting 

with the President on it? 

No, no. But he's consulting, uh, it's a, you know, wide 

open consultantship. It doesn't mean he consults with you. 

Your idea was just to put this in the drawer, in case 

{unintelligible] 

Put it in the drawer, and then --

-3-
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58.1 TRANSCRIPT OF MARCH 13, 19?3 MEETING, 1-?6 

PRESIDENT: Not decide it. 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

Uh, it would be a consultant without pay. 

I'd even tell Chuck that, uh, that, well, just tell 

Chuck something, 

Better not tell Chuck. Chuck's [unintelligible] 

is, there is something in the drawer. And just say we --

There is no reason to tell Chuck is there? Why -- I 

would, I would tell him that, uh, for -- he's not to 

say anything, frankly. 

The point would be to date it back last Saturday, so 

it, it's continuous. 

Continuous. 

That, that is his consultant fee stopped, for the present 

time, but he's still available for purposes of consulting 

on various problems and the like. 

Right. 

Unpaid consultant? 

Yes. 

[Laughter] 

We have some of those. 

Good ones. -4-
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58.1 TRANSCRIPT OF MARCH 13, 1973 MEETING, 1-76 

HALDEMAN: That's right. 

PRESIDENT: Well, uh -- What are the latest developments Bob should 

get something on? 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

Yeah. Uh --

Before going into that uh, uh, I was wondering on that, on that, 

[unintelligible] jackassery about some kid who was in

filtrating peace groups, which of course is perfectly 

proper. Christ, I hope they were. I would hope, I would 

expect we were heavily infiltrated that way, too. 

The only, the only problem there, Mr. President, is that --

Did he get paid? 

Uh, he was paid, uh --

By check? 

Uh, he was paid by personal check of another person over 

there who, in turn, was taking it out of expense money. 

Uh, when the ultimate source of the money -- as best, as 

quickly as we've been able to trace it was pre-April 7th 

money. Uh, there, there could be some potential embarrass

ment for Ken Reitz, uh, along the way. 

Oh. Working for him. 

-5-
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58.1 TRANSCRIF"r OF MARCH 13, 1973 MEETING, 1-76 

DEAN: So he is -- But I, I, I think it's a confined situation. 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

Obviously it's something that's going to come up with the 

Ervin hearings, but, uh, it's not, not another new 

Liddy-Hunt, uh, operation. 

Well, it's such a shit-ass way to think. 

Oh, it is. 

For Christ sake. 

It is. 

I mean, uh, what, what happened to the kid? Did he just, 

uh, decide to be a hero? 

That's right. He apparently chatted about it around 

school, and the word got out, and he got confronted with 

it and he knew he'd chatted about it, so there he was. 

It's, uh, absurd; it really is. He· didn't do anything 

illegal. Uh --

[Unintelligible]. Apparently you haven't been able to do 

anything on my 

But I have, sir --

project of take the offensive 

No, to the contrary. 

-6-
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58.1 TRANSCRIPT OF MARCH 13, 1973 MEETING, 1-76 

PRESIDENT: based on Sullivan. 

DEAN: No, uh --

PRESIDENT: Did you kick a few butts around? 

DEAN: Uh, I have all of the information that we have finished -

that we've collected. There is some there, and, uh, I've 

turned it over to Baroody. Baroody is having a speech 

drafted for Barry Goldwater. And there's enough material 

there to make a rather sensational speech just by: "Why 

in the hell isn't somebody looking into what happened to 

President Nixon when, during his campaign -- look at 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

these events. How do you explain these? Where are the 

answers to these questions?" Uh, there's enough of a 

thread, I've --

Double standard. 

Yeah, and I've, I've pulled all the information --

Also, the Senator then should also present it to the, 

uh, to the Ervin Collllllittee and demand that that be in

cluded. 

A letter --

He is a Senator, 

-7-
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58.1 TRANSCRIPT OF MARCH 13, 1973 MEETING, 1-76 

DEAN: What I'm working on now 

PRESIDENT: a Senator --

DEAN: is a letter to Senator Ervin saying, "This has come to 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HANDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

my attention, and why shouldn't, uh, why shouldn't this 

be a part of the inquiry?" And he can spring out of '64 

and then quickly to '72. And, and we've got a pretty good 

speech, uh, Baroody tells me, if we can get out our 

material. 

Good. 

So it's in the mill. 

Good. [Unintelligible] friends have you got [unintelligible] ., 

That's right. 

Thank God. 

Why has there never been [unintelligible] come up and did 

it before? 

Just wasn't enough stuff. They couldn't get anybody to pay 

any attention. For example, the investigations were supposed 

to have been taken for the thirty-four million-odd contri-

buted to McGovern in small Oh Christ, there's a lot of 

hanky-panky in there, and the records used on it are just 

too bad to find out anything. 

-8-
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58.1 TRANSCRIP':r OF MARCH 13, 1973 MEETING, 1-76 

DEAN: That's one of the problems that he has--

PRESIDENT: That's the problem, and can that be an issue? 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

WAITER: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

35-905 (Pt. 2) 0 - 74 - 9 

That will be an issue. That we have -- There is a crew 

working that, also. 

Do you need any IRS ·[unintelligible] stuff? 

Uh -- Not at the --

Would you care for some coffee? 

No, thank you, I'm fine. Uh, there is no need at this hour 

for anything from IRS, and we have a couple of sources over 

there that I can go to. I don't have to fool around with 

Johnnie Walters or anybody, we can get right in and get 

what we need. 

Talk to Elliot Gompers. 

I've, I've been preparing the, uh, the answers for the briefing 

book and I just raised this with Ron, uh. It's my estimation, 

for what it's worth, that probably this week will draw more 

Watergate questions than any other week you're likely to see, 

uh, given the Gray hearings, the new revelations about -

they're not new, but they're now substantiated -- about 

Kalmbach and Chapin that have been in the press. 

-9-
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58 .1 TRANSCRIPT OF MARCH 13, 1973 MEETING, 1-76 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

To the effect of what? They --

That Chapin directed Kalmbach to pay Segretti, the 

alleged saboteur, somewhere between thirty-five and 

forty thousand dollars. Uh, there is an awful lot of 

that out in the press now. 

Yeah. 

There is also the question of Dean appearing, not 

appearing -- Dean's role·. There was more stories in the 

Post this morning that are absolutely inaccurate, uh, 

about my turning information over to the Re-election 

Committee for uh, uh -- some woman over there, Mrs. Hoback, 

signed an affidavit, gave it to Birch Bayh, said that 

I was, uh, brought into Mardian's, Bob Mardian's office 

within forty-eight hours after a private interview I had 

with the Bureau, and confronted with it. How did they 

know that? Well, it came from internal sources over there, 

is how they knew it. 

From what? 

Internal sources -- this girl had told others that she 

was doing this, and they just told, uh, just quickly 

filled her to the top when she was out on her own. 

[Unintelligible] 

-10-
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58.1 TRANSCRI'Pr OF MARCH 131 1973 MEETING, 1-76 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

She did. Said we had two or three of those. 

Why did she do that? Was she mad? 

She's a registered Democrat. 

Why did we take her in? 

I'll -- To this day, I do not understand what she was 

doing. And she was --

Who was she working for? 

She worked in Stans' operation. 

[Unintelligible] that was a bright move. 

It wasn't a good move. He had -- in fact, that was one 

of our problems, was the, uh, the little pocket of women 

that worked for Maury Stans. No doubt about it, that was 

things would have sailed a lot smoother without that pack. 

Not that they had anything that was devastating. 

Yeah. Well, now, with regard to the questions, and so 

forth, sure, uh, it would be my opinion, though, not to, 

not to dodge it just because there are going to be 

questions. 

Well, it's going to be -- You're probably going to get more 
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questions this week. And the tough questions. And some 

of them don't have easy answers. For example, did Haldeman 

know that, uh, there was a Don Segretti out there? That 

question is, is likely. 

Did he? I don't know. 

He had, he had knowledge that there was somebody in the 

field doing prankster-type activities. 

Uh huh. 

Uh --

So I don't know that. [Unintelligible] 

So at this -- I mean that's the other thing --

Yes, but what about, what about my taking, uh, basically, 

just trying to have to fight this thing at one time. I can 

fight it later, but it's not going to get any better. I 

don't think that the way to get into this, did he know or 

not, I think the thing to say "This is a matter being con

sidered by a committee and I'm not going to comment upon 

it while it's being -- I don't want to get into the business 

of taking each charge that comes up in the Committee and com

menting on it. It is being considered by, and it's being 

investigated. I'm not going to comment on it." 
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DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

Well, that's, that's exactly the way I drafted these. I 

have kept them general answers. 

And I just cut them off. No. If I start getting, I think, 

John, if I start breaking down -- it's like on the Court 

thing -- the Watergate stuff, I'm not going to comment on 

it. I know all of these questions. "I am not going to 

comment on that. That's a matter for the Committee to 

determine." Then, I'll repeat the fact that I, as far as 

the Watergate matter is concerned, there was no knowledge 

there, I am not goin~ to comment on anything else. Let 

the Committee find out. What would you say? You don't 

agree? 

Well, uh, the bottom line, on, on a draft that -- before 

I came over for [laughs] lunch -- was, well, if you have 

nothing to hide, Mr. President, here at the White House, 

why aren't you willing to spread on the record everything 

you know about it? Why doesn't the Dean Report be made 

public? Why doesn't everyone come out? Why does Ziegler 

stand out there and bob and weave, and no-comment? That's, 

that's the bottom line. 

Well, all right. What do you say to that? 

Well --
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You -- we are furnishing information. We will do something. 

I think we -- well, of course, we have --

We have cooperated. 

We have cooperated with the FBI in the investigation of the 

Watergate. 

That's right. 

We will cooperate with the investigation of, a proper in

vestigation by the Senate. 

Right. We will make statements. 

And, indeed, we have nothing to hide. 

We have furnished information; we have nothing to hide. So 

we have [unintelligible] have to handle it. 

Uh huh. 

What else can we do, really. I mean, we can't -- you 

see, I can't be in the position of basically hunkering 

down because we got a lot of tough questions on Watergate, 

and not go out 

True. 
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PRESIDENT: and, and talk on other issues because they're going to be, 

they're embarrassing. It's not going to get better • 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

• j 

It's going to g~t worse. Do you agree? 

That's -- I would agree. I think it's cyclic somewhat. I 

think after the Gray thing takes one course one way or the 

other, there'll be a dead period of news on Watergate until 

the Ervin hearings start again. 

Yeah. 

Uh, this has obviously sparked the news again. 

Well, let me just, just run over the questions again. Now, 

isn't it best, "What about Mr. Haldeman, Mr. Segretti, and 

so forth." "That's a matter which is being considered by a 

Senate connnittee; I'm not going to connnent on it." That's 

true, isn't it? 

That's correct. That's specifically 

[Unintelligible] 

spelled out in their resolution that they will --

I am not going to connnent on that one [unintelligible] being 

considered by a connnittee. [Unintelligible] as I have 

already indicated. Uh, I am just not going to connnent on 

it. You already indicated my views on the Watergate thing. 
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DEAN: Did Mr. Chapin's departure have something to do with his 

involvement with Segretti? 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

No. The answer's "No," And, uh, "But what about, uh, 

what about Mr. Dean?" My position is the same: "We are 

going to be -- We were -- We've been cooperative. We 

cooperated with the Justice Department, with the FBI -

completely -- in trying to, in furnishing information that 

was relevant in this matter. We will cooperate with the 

Conunittee under the rules that I have laid out in my st-

my statement on executive privilege." Period. Now what 

else? Let's see. 

Well, then, you'll get a barrage of questions probably on, 

will you supply, will Mr. Haldeman and Mr. Ehrlichman and 

Mr. Dean go up to the Committee and testify? 

No. Absolutely not. 

Mr. Colson. 

No. No. 

I think that's --

No. Absolutely not. I -- No. It isn't a question of, 

the question is not -- under what, uh., or somebody, or 

Ziegler, or somebody had said that, uh, that we, we in 

our executive privilege statement it was interpreted as 
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being that we would not furnish information. Oh, well. 

We said we will .furnish information, but we're not going 

to publicly testify. That's the position, But, will 

Dean, a.nd all the rest, will they furnish, you'll furnish 

information, won't you? 

Yes. Indeed I will. 

Yeah. Sure. 

Well, I think possibly by the time --

See, that's what I do. My feeling, John, is that I better 

hit it now, frankly, as tough as it is, and, uh, rather 

than just let it build up to where we, we're afraid of 

these questions and everybody and so forth, and let 

Ziegler get out there and bob and weave around. I know 

the easier thing is just to bug out, but I'd rather hit 

it now. 

You're right. I was afra i d for the sake of debate, 'cause 

I was having reservations . And, uh, 

I think so. 

uh, it is a, it, it's a bullet-biter and you just got to 

do it, and, because they're not going to go away, the 

questions. Now the other thing that we talked about in 
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the past, and I, I still have the same problem, is to 

have sort of a "Well, here it all is" approach. Uh, if 

we do that --

And let it all hang out. 

And let it all hang out, uh, 

Yeah. 

uh, let's say with the Segretti situation --

I guess, I guess if we were going to do that, we have 

passed that point. 

We have passed that point plus the fact; they're not going 

to believe the truth. That's the incredible thing. 

They won't believe the truth, they don't even believe 

when they convicted seven people. 

That's right. They will continually try to say that there 

is {unintelligible] 

They'll say, "Haldeman did it." And then they'll say I 

did it. 

That's right. 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

I don't think they'll get to that point. They might 

question his political savvy, but not mine. Not on a 

matter like that. 

[Laughs]. No. Well, the thing on Sullivan which I have. 

Sullivan, uh, who as I told you, and, have been prompting 

him and I said, "Bill, I would like, for my own use, to 

have a list of some of the horribles that you're aware 

of." Well, he hasn't responded back to me, but he sent me 

a note yesterday saying that, "John, I am willing at any 

time to testify to what I know if you want me to." What 

he has, as we already know, has got a certain degree of, uh 

it's a, it's a dynamite situation what he's got already --

the '68 bugging, the surveillance that Goldwater [unintelligible] 

It's not -- we [unintelligible] on the '68 bugging, that it was 

ordered, but he doesn't know whether it was carried out. 

That's right. Uh --

But at least he will say that --

Yes. 

Tell them; for example, I mean I --

I would think --

That kind of thing. 

Well, I've never talked to Bill about this so it must be --
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PRESIDENT: 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 
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I've never really gone into detail, because he's always been 

very up close about it, but he is now getting to the point if, if 

we wanted him to do this, someone -- and I don't think the 

White House should do it -- should sit down with him and really 

take him over cross-examination of what he does know and, and 

how strong it is, what he can, can substantiate. 

John, who the hell could do it if you don't? 

Well, that's, that's probably -- there's no one. That's the, 

uh --

That's the problem. 

That's the problem. Now, the other thing is, if we were going 

to use a tactic like this: Let's say in the Gray hearings 

[Unintelligible] 

where everything is cast that, that we're, we're, that we're 

the political people and they're not -- that Hoover was above 

reproach, which is just not accurate. 

Bull shit. Bull shit. 

Total bull shit. The, uh, the person who could, would destroy 

Hoover's image is going to be this man, Bill Sullivan. Uh, 

that's what's at stake there. Also, it's going to tarnish 

quite severely, uh --
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PRESIDENT: Some of the FBI. 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

some of the FBI. And a former President. 

Fine. 

Uh, he's going to lay it out, and he, it's just all hell is 

going to break loose once he does it. It's going to change 

the atmosphere of the Gray hearings. It's going to change 

the whole atmosphere of the Watergate hearings. 

Not much. 

Now the risk --

How will it change, John? 

How will it change? Because it'll put them in context that, 

that, uh, a government institute was used in the past for 

the most flagrant political purposes. 

How does that help us? 

How does it help us? 

I'm being, I'm just being --

Yeah, I, I appreciate what you are doing. 

Red herring. Is that what you mean? 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 
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Yes. It's a, it's a red herring. It's what the public 

already believes. It's just that people would just, I 

would say react, that,' oh Christ, more of that stuff. 

Uh, they're all, you know, they're all bad down there. 

Because it's a one way street right now --

[Unintelligible] 

Pardon. 

Do yo1,1 think the press would use it? They may not play it. 

It'd be difficult not to. Uh, it'd be difficult not to. 

Why is it that Sullivan'd be willing to do this? 

I think the, the quid pro quo with Sullivan is that he wants 

someday back in the Bureau very badly. 

That's easy. 

That's right. 

Do you think after he did this to the Bureau that they'd 

want him back? "They," if there is a "they." 

Uh, probably not. But I think that, uh, he could also 

possibly do -- What, what Bill Sullivan's desire in life 
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is, is to set up a national, or domestic national security 

intelligence system, a plan, a program. He says we're 

deficient. Uh, we've never been ef--, efficient, since Hoover 

lost his guts several years ago. If you recall, he and 

Tom Huston worked on it. Uh, Tom Huston had your instruction 

to go out and do it. Then the whole thing just crumbled. 

Do you think Hoover would have cooperated? 

That's all Sullivan really wants. Even. if we just put 

him off studying it for a couple of years, we could put 

him out in the CIA or some place else where he felt 

Put him there; we'll do it. 

I think that's what the answer is. I've never really --

No problem with Sullivan. We'll put him -- I mean, 

he's a valuable man. Uh, now, would the FBI then turn 

on him, piss on him? 

There would be some effort at that. That's right, they 

would say he's disgruntled. He was canned by Hoover. He 

is angry, he's coming back. But that would kind of, I 

would think a lot of that would be lost in the, uh, in 

the shuffle of what he is laying out. I don't know if 

he's given me his best yet. I don't know if he's got more 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

allllllunition than [unintelligible] he has already told me. 

Those were just a couple off-the-cuff remarks. 

And that's why you said that -- Why do you think he is 

now telling you this? Why is he doing this now? 

Well, the way it came out is, when I, when the Time 

Magazine article broke on the fact that it charged that 

the White House had directed that newsmen and White 

House staff people be, uh, subject to some sort of 

surveillance for national security reasons, I called, 

in tracking down what had happened, I called Sullivan 

and I said, "Bill, you'd better come over and talk 

to me about that and tell me what you know." I was 

calling him to really determine if he was a leak. That's one 

of the reasons. I was curious to know where this might 

have come from because he was the operative man at the 

Bureau at the time. He's the one who did it. Uh, he would 

not, you know, he came over and he was shocked and, uh, 

distraught, and, and the like [unintelligible] his own, 

uh, uh, his own [unintelligible] [laughs] frankly, uh, 

and then, and after going through his explanation of all 

what had happened, he started volunteering this other 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

NOTE: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

35 - 905 (Pt. 2 ) 0 - 74 - 10 

thing. He said, "John, what, this is the only thing I 

can think of during this Administration that has any taint 

of political use but it doesn't really bother me 'cause 

it was a national security purpose. These people worked 

there was sensitive material that was getting out, was 

getting out to reporters." 

[Unintelligible] what we ordered? 

That's right. 

Of course, [unintelligible] the stuff was involved in the 

God damned Vietnam War. 

That's right. 

That's what it was. 

At this point, a portion of the discussion has been 

deleted. 

But he said, "John, what does bother me is that you all 

have been portrayed as politically using--" 

And we never did. 

And we never have. He said the Eisenhower Administration 

didn't either. The only 
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PRESIDENT: Never. 

DEAN: times that he can recall that there has been a real 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT 
and DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

political use has been during Democratic tenure. I said, 

"For example, Bill, what are yqu talking about?" Then 

he told me this example of, of, uh, the Walter Jenkins 

affair, when DeLoach 

Yeah. 

and, and Fortas, and --

[Unintelligible] 

The Kennedys, the Kennedys used it, let me say, politically 

on that steel thing. 

That's right. 

That was not, that was not a national security, was it? 

No. Now I asked, uh, I asked somebody about that and they 

told me that what happened there is that, uh -- they were 

being defensive of Kennedy, and so that the person who would 

defend Kennedy necessarily -- was saying that Kennedy had 

given Hoover orders and Hoover, being typical in his 

response, tried to get it yesterday as far as the answer 
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for the President. And that's why he sent people out in 

the middle of the night and the blame really fell on 

Hoover. And, and this might be !unintelligible] over 

there though, who knows. 

!Unintelligible] 

Well, that's right. 

It's still wrong. 

That's right. Sure. 

Good God. Can you imagine if somebody -- steel company that 

had raised hell about, uh, or an automobile company, about, 

something, silly thing, Ruckelshaus does, and we send FBI 

agents out to arrest? Jesus Christ, now. Does he know 

about the bugging of ·Martin Luther King? 

Yep. 

I wonder if he'd tell that, that would be good. 

I think he would tell everything he knows. 

You do? 

Uh huh. That's why I'm saying he is, he is, he is a 

trem-- he's a bomb, Uh, now the fact is 
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PRESIDENT: You really have to keep telling --

DEAN: Well, if that's, that's the, the real problem is, how 

it's structured, how can it be done. Uh, he sent me this 

note and I called up and I said, "Bill, I appreciate 

getting that note very much." I said, "It takes a lot 

of guts to send a note like that to me." And he said -- I 

said, "It's kind of a pleasure to see a man stand up, 

blowing a little smoke up him and the like." Uh, he said, 

"Well, John, I mean it. I am perfectly willing to do 

anything you want. If you want me to go up and testify, 

I will." I said, "Well, how much, you have just given me 

some tidbits that you, in our conversation and I would 

really like to again repeat: Can you put together what 

you do know; just for your own use right now, just put it 

together on a pad, go through all your recollections; and then 

also tell me how you can substantiate it, and, what kind 

of cross-examination you might be subject to on it if you 

did testify." So he is doing that. Now, the question 

I've, I've had is, how in the world can we program some-

thing like this? The, wa-- I, I just have a feeling that it 

would be bad for one Bill Sullivan to quietly appear up on, 

uh, on some Senator's doorstep, and say, "I've got some 

information you ought to have." "Well, where did you get 
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it? Where -- why are you up here?" "The Wh:lte House 

sent me." That would be bad. The other thing is, maybe 

th:ls informat:lon could be brought to the attention of the 

White House, and the White House could say to the, uh, to, 

uh, Eastland, "I think you ought to call an executive 

session and hear his testimony. This is quite troublesome, 

the information that has been presented to us. It's so 

troublesome, we can't hold it here and hope to, uh, and 

rest comfortable." 

Why, why 0 n the other hand doesn't he just present it to Eastland? 

I mean, uh -- Why executive session? That doesn't serve 

Well it would, one, because you're trying -- The first 

approach would be not to destroy the Bureau, not to tarnish 

the name. It's going to leak out of there, though, quite 

obviously. If it doesn't, we'd make sure it did. Uh -- [coughs] 

If, if, uh, Sullivan went up to Eastland cold and just said, 

or Hruska, I would think they would say, "Go on back.down 

to the Department of Justice where you work, and let's not 

start all this." 

Suppose another thing, Patrick Gray says to either Eastland 

or to, or to Hruska or anybody on that Committee -- Who is 

the tiger on the Committee on our side, on the Committee, the 

Judiciary Committee? 
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DEAN: Cook's --

PRESIDENT: [Unintelligible] 

DEAN: Gurney, Gurney has been good. Gurney was good during the 

ITT hearings, and he -- he'll study, he'll get prepared. 

~-

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

But, would he go after the Bureau? [Unintelligible] 

They're not going after the Bureau. What they are doing 

is, they're taking the testimony of somebody who is going 

after the Bureau. 

Yeah. I know that. I'm just thinking of the --

Yeah. 

They all look down the road and see what would be the 

result of what they are doing is, won't they? I would 

think so. I mean, I'm just trying, how -- Would they go 

after Johnson? Let's look at the distant future. ~. look 

at the -- How bad would it hurt the country, John, to have the 

FBI so terribly discredited? [Unintelligible] 

[Unintelligible] I've, I've, kicked this around with Dick 

Moore, these, these broader questions, and, I think it 

would be damaging to the FBI, uh, but maybe it's time to 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

shake the FBI and rebuild it. 

[Unintelligible] 

'I'm not so sure the FBI is everything it's cracked up to 

be. I, I'm convinced the FBI isn't everything the public 

thinks it is. 

No. 

I know quite well.it isn't. 

[Unintelligible] if you could get, uh, Jerry Wilson in 

there rather than a political appointee. What is your 

feeling at the moment about Gray? Can he hang in? 

Should he? I don't know. 

Uh --

Awfully close. 

I -- they're going to vote this -- They have an executive 

session this afternoon to invite me to testify. 

Sure. 

Uh, there's no question, they're going to invite me. Uh, 

I would say, based on how I handle the: (1) the formal 

letter that comes out of the Committee asking for informa

tion, and I programmed that they do get specific, just 
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what in the hell do they want to know that I've got, and 

lay it out in the letter that's sent down here asking me 

to appear so I can be responsive, fully --

Respond to the letter. 

Respond to the letter in full. I think I have, I feel I 

have nothing to hide, as far as, uh, the issue they've 

raised. 

Would you respond under oath? 

I think I would be willing to, yes. 

That's what I'd say because that's what I am preparing in 

the press thing. I'll say you'll respond under oath in a 

letter. You will not appear in a formal session. 

That's, that's our present pos1tion. 

What if they say, what if they say, "Would he be willing 

to be questioned under oath?" 

That's not what the question is. Yes, I'd be willing to 

be questioned under oath, but we're not going up. 

No, no. But here? 

Oh. I think that would be a hell of a bad precedent. 

-32-

(836) 



58.1 TRANSCRIF"r OF MARCH 131 1973 MEETING, 1-76 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

Okay. I just wanted to be sure we don't cross that bridge. 

I agree. You -- but you would respond to written inter

rogatories. 

That's right. 

That's it. Okay. 

Now, uh, after, after that, if we've been responsive, their 

argument for holding up Gray's confirmation based on me is, 

should be gone. Sure, they're going to say it raises more 

questions than it answers, but if we're -- but that can go 

on forever. We've taken the central points they want 

answers to, given them the responses, that puts something in 

Eastland's hand that can say, "All right, it's time, it's 

time to vote." And Eastland says he's got the votes to 

get Gray through. Now, but what happens on the Senate 

Floor is something else, 'cause Byrd is opposing Gray. 

Byrd's got good control of that Southern bloc. 

Not totally. 

No. 

Byrd is running for leader of the whole Senate. A lot of 

them may desert him on this. 

But Mansfield, on the other hand, of course, has come out 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

and said that he favors, initially he supported Gray's, uh, 

confirmation. 

My feeling is that they would like [unintelligible], I think 

that they'd like to have a,an excuse not to do it. Maybe 

they'll use, not you, but all this crap about hearings 

[unintelligible] 

Well if they say, if they say they have to hold up Gray's 

confirmation until the Watergate hearings are completed --

Oh -- That's great. • 

That's the vehicle --

The best of both worlds for us, John» 

That's right. 

because Gray, in my opinion, should not be the head of the 

FBI. Not because of any character or other flaws or 

thoughtless flaws, but because he is going to be too much 

like Kleindienst. After going through the hell of the 

hearing~ he will not be a good Director, as far as we're 

concerned. 

~ think that's probably true. He'll be a, he'll be a very 

suspect Director. Not that I don't think Pat won't do 

what we want. I, I read him a little differently than 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

Dick in that regard. Like he's still keeping close touch 

with me. He's calling me. He's given me his private 

line. We talk at night, just how do you want me to handle 

this, so and so forth. So he still plays, playing in 

tight, and still being involved. But I think he --

But he couldn't do it. 

But he can't do it. He's under, he's going to be under 

such surveillance by his own people -- watch every move 

he's making -- uh, that'll be the difficult thing for Pat. 

Not that Pat wouldn't want to still play ball, but he may 

not be able to. 

I agree. That's what I meant. 

Pat has already gotten himself, himself, in a situation 

where he's got this Mark Felt as his number two man. 

These other people are surrounding him. If you put a guy 

like Jerry Wilson in there he could just, you know, wipe 

this, and say, "Gentlemen, I'm putting my own team in, and 

I'm going to bring people in I've met around t~e country 

who are good office directors; Sacks out of Chicago," 

wherever, and just put his own team together for the, for 

the Headquarter's Office. 

So where do you come out? 

-35-

(839) 



DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

58.1 TRANSCRIPT OF MARCH 13, 1973 MEETING, 1-76 

Gray's already been locked into, to major personnel 

decisions. I wouldn't be surprised to see [unintelligible] 

occur if they say that they cannot go forward with Gray's 

hearings because of the Watergate. 

Where would that be done, John, at what point in the Com

mittee or on the Floor or both? 

It could happen. It would certainly be voted on first in 

the, uh, uh, in the Committee, in the Judiciary Connnittee. 

[Unintelligible] 

The question is, then, whether, uh, it'll be put on the 

calendar by the leadership. I assume that that's 

The leadership might determine that we will not put it on 

the calendar until after the Watergate hearings. 

That's right. 

Then we could then, Gray could then come in and say 

I will not wait that long. 

And they'll -- when they -- you're "This, you're, 

this is damaging to the leadership of the FBI, and I will 

have to withdraw based on this." What would be nice for 

all would be to get Gray voted out of the Committee 

Yeah. 
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DEAN: with a, with a positive vote, uh, enough to get him out 

of Comn:ittee, and then lock him at limbo there. 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

What is Moore's judgment about Sullivan? Does he know? 

Yeah, he's, uh, uh, he says it's a piece of dynamite. He 

says it depends and we both agree, that it, it -- the 

way it would be done would be a secret, whether it was 

done. Whether -- this isn't the sort of thing we could 

just leap out and do. Have to be very carefully thought 

through. Have to be -- have to decide in advance should 

the White House not be involved or should we be involved? 

If we're going to play with it, we are going to probably 

have to say that we were involved and structure it in a way 

that there is nothing improper with our involvement. 

The difficulty with the White House being involved is 

that if we are involved in pissing on Johnson, [unintel

ligible] that concerns me. 

That's right. 

That's why it really ought to be, I mean -- If he could 

just --

I suppose the answer is saying, to, to have him -- to 

say to him --
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PRESIDENT: [Unintelligible] 

DEAN: You've got, you know, this is something -- "What you've, you've 

intimated a few things to me, uh. The proper place to take 

that information is to the Senate Judiciary Committee or to 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

the Attorney General, possibly. 11 And then have 

Dick take it to the Committee. Or is that too close to the 

President, still? 

First hand, if he takes it to the Committee, it's better 

if the Committee's conducting a hearing. [Unintelligible] 

Wait a minute, he works for the Attorney General, doesn't 

he• 

That's right. If he takes it to Kleindienst, Kleindienst 

is going to say, "Bill, just don't do it because you are 

going to take DeLoach's name down with it, and DeLoach is 

a friend of ours." 

Bull shit. 

Something I have always questioned. 

Nobody is a friend of ours. Let's face it. Don't worry 

about that sort of thing. 

Well, it's something I will, uh, I think I ought to 

[unintelligible] kick around with Dick Moore, 'cause 
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Yeah. 

But first of all, I've got to, uh, just have to be 

thought through every inch of the way. It came here 

Sure. 

late yesterday afternoon. 

Sure. 

It was not -- Bob said, uh, when I talked to him, he 

said he was quite excited about it, as Ehrlichman said, 

gave a very favorable "Uh huh." Uh, and I said, "Well, 

I'm not going to rush anything on this. It's We've 

a little bomb here that we might want to drop at one" 

Yeah. 

"point down th~ road." 

Yeah, yeah. 

Maybe, maybe the forum to do it is something totally out 

of the Committee context between the Gray confirmation 

hearings and the Watergate hearings. Maybe let him go 

over to U.S. News, or, who knows what it would be, but 

we ought to consider every optio n , now that we've got it, 

and see if --
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

Rather than doing it in a hearing, noing it in the press. 

Then that will force the hearing to call him. That's 

another way you can do on this. Have him be selected to 

Give an interview. 

to give an interview. I would do it in U. S. News. Do it in 

[unintelligible] wire service guy or something. A 

respected damn reporter. Why not go to a jackass like 

Mollenhoff? No, he's too close to us. 

Well, that's interesting. Now, Mollenhoff is, is close 

but by God, you can't program Mollenhoff to do anything. 

No. 

And if, uh --

No. And also, we are in a position on Mollenhoff, who's 

been fighting us some, that maybe, maybe Mollenhoff would 

be a pretty good prospect for this thing because it's the 

kind of a story he loves, he digs on some. You couldn't 

tell him, however, uh [unintelligible] story part. Or 

Sullivan just goes to talk to him, says, "Well, now, hell, 

you're a hell of a, hell of a guy, and, uh, I just 

want to tell you a few things." 
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DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

35-905 (Pt. 2) 0- 74 - 11 

Or, can you call Clark and say -- can I call Clark and 

say, "Listen, Clark, a guy has brought me a piece of 

dynamite I don't even want in the White House?" 

He will write that, though, won't he? 

Yeah. Because that'd look like that's a set-up deal. 

Well, Clark Mollenhoff is the first guy to uncover 

Yeah. 

[unintelligible] anything, and he will say no way. 

But he's willing to do it. 

Uh huh. 

That's very important, at least. 

Uh huh. 

Broadens the scope. Getting to the bottom of the whole 

thing, don't you feel that that's the need here is to 

broaden the scope of the damned thing, instead of --

The focus is right on us. That's the problem. 

Yeah. Nothing on the Democrats, and nothing, 

Nothing. 

nothing on what the previous three Administrations did. 
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Nothing. It's making, 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

Yeah. 

well, it, it -- of course it's still a Washington 

story. You go out of this city 

I know. 

and you can't find anybody that even knows what's happening. 

Although it's increased in the network coverage. That NBC 

thing last night, which is just a travesty as far as --

the very thing Ron was talking about, about shabby journa

lism. They took the worst edited clips they could, out of 

context, to respond to things they would say on the lead 

and they would have a little clip of Ron saying, "Well, 

I deny that." And he was denying something totally other 

than what they were talking about in their charge. It 

was incredible. Someone is going through and putting that 

all together right now, and, Ron ought to be able to have 

a field day back with that one on NBC. It was just ver--, 

it was very, very dishonest television reporting of a 

sequence of events. It was out of sequence. 

Well, you see, John -- Yeah. I know the situation. 

Ervin gets up there and, you know, gassing around, he was 

huffing and puffing about his being a great Constitutional 

lawyer and all. I guess it just makes us wonder about our first 

decision, doesn't it, [unintelligible] about sending 

Gray up. Probably a mistake, but then, we didn't anticipate 
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DEAN: Well --

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

Or you think not. Who knows? 

Who knows? That's right. Uh, if you didn't send him up, 

why didn't you send him up. Because he was --

Right. I know. That's what they --

That's true. 

That's what they -- You send somebody else up 

to take them on, not a big clown. You know what I mean? 

Yeah. 

I won't even announce any [unintelligible]. I think the 

problem is, the reason that the Senate was not [unintel

ligible] being reasonable was because [unintelligible] 

a lot of this stuff hanging out there [unintelligible] Ervin 

Committee. 

Well, we, you know, one, one thing is that I, the 

saturation level of the American people on this story is 

[laughs] depressing. Pretty close -- in fact [laughs] 

the saturation level in this city is getting pretty high 

now. They can't take too much more of this stuff. 

Think not? 
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DEAN: Nothing, nothing really new is coming out. 

PRESIDENT: Some kid, they said-- I don't think that anybody, in

cidentally, will care about somebody infiltrating the 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

peace movement that was demonstrating against the President, 

particularly on the war in Vietnam. Do you think so? 

No. 

Anyway, I don't care about that. What happened to this 

Texas guy that took his m0ney back? Was he --

All hell broke loose for him after. This was Allen. 

No, no. Allen -- yeah. 

Allen, not Duncan, there were two 

Nothing to do [unintelligible]. 

[Unintelligible]. All hell broke loose for Allen for this 

reason: He, uh, uh -- The money apparently originally 

came out of a subsidiary of one of Allen's corporations 

down in Mexico. It went to a lawyer in Mexico who put 

it down as a fee billed to the subsidiary. Then the, then 

the lawyer, the Mexican lawyer, sent it back into the 

States, and it came back up here. But, the weakness of 

-44-

(848) 



PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

58 .1 TRANSCRIP'r OF MARCH 13, 1973 MEETING, 1-'16 

it is, is, uh, the Mexican lawyer: (1) didn't have a 

legitimate fee; (2) it could be corporate contribution. 

So Allen wanted, and Allen had personally put a note up 

with the corporation to cover it. But Allen is meanwhile 

having problems with his wife, and a divorce is pending, 

and tax problems. So he --

fUnintelligibleiThe only problem I saw there was where you 

put it off -- lay it off - [ unintelligible] the fact that 

it was being used for Watergate. 

That's -- I don' t know why that went in the letter. I, 

uh -- it wasn't used for the Watergate. That's the, that's 

the interesting thing. 

It wasn't? 

No. It was not. What happened is these Mexican checks 

came in. They were given to Gordon Liddy, who said, 

''What do we -- why don't you get these cashed?" Gordon 

Liddy, in turn, took them down to this fellow, Barker, 

in Florida, and said, ''Would you cash these Mexican checks." 

Uh, and so that's how they went through Barker's bank 

account back in here. They could have been just as easily 

cashed at the Riggs Bank. There was nothing wrong[laughs] 

with the checks. Why all that rigamarole? It's just like 
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a lot of other things that happened over there. God knows 

why it was all done. It was totally unnecessary, and it 

was money that was not directly involved in the Watergate. 

It wasn't a, a wash operation to, to get money back in to 

Liddy, and the like. 

Who is going to be the worst witness up there? 

Sloan. 

Unfortunate. 

Without a doubt. He's --

He's scared? 

He's scared. He's weak. He has a, uh, a compulsion to, 

uh, cleanse his soul by confession. Now, we're, he's 

going, we're giving him a lot of stroking, uh, telling 

him you're doing a beautiful job. The funny thing is, 

this fellow goes down to the Court House here before 

Sirica, testifies [laughs] as honestly as he can testify, 

and Sirica looks around and calls him a liar. [Laughs] He's 

a sad -- Sloan can't win. So Kalmbach has been dealing 

with Sloan. Sloan [unintelligible] as a child. Kalmbach 

has done a lot of that. The person that will have the greatest 

problem with -- as a result of Sloan's testimony is Kalmbach 
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and Stans. So they're working closely with him to make 

sure that he settles down. 

Kalmbach will be a good witness. 

Oh yes. 

Knowing what Kalmbach has been through. 

Kalmbach has borne up very well. In fact, I decided he 

may be --

Kalmbach, Kalmbach, of course, this is somewhat 

embarrassing, he is, they say, lawyer for the President. 

Well, hell, I don't need a lawyer. He handles that, that 

property out there. 

He's sensitive on that point. He, uh, over -- he saw a 

briefing, uh, saw a transcript of a, of a briefing where 

Ron was saying, "Well, he's really not, that's not the 

right nomenclature, this 'personal attorney'." Herb said, 

"Well, gee whiz. I don't know if Ron knows what all I 

do." And I said, "Herb, well, don't worry about it." 

Well, what I meant is that this -- I don't care about that, 

but I meant, it's just the fact that it's played that way, 

as if he's in, that I am, he's in talking to me all the 

time~ I don't ask him [unintelligible] 
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I know that. 

I don't talk to him about anything. I maan, I don' t know, 

I see Herb once a year when he brings the income tax 

returns. 

That's right. 

I'm sure that he, he handles that San Clemente property and 

all the rest, but he's, he isn't a lawyer in the sense that 

most people have a lawyer. 

No, no. Although he didn't even handle the estate plan, 

he's done some, you know, dove-tailing on it, like 

Well, but anyway, we don't want to back off of him. 

No. Anyway he's solid. He's solid. 

He will, uh, how does he tell a story when he gets, 

[unintelligible]? He's got a pretty hard row to hoe, he 

and Stans have. 

He'll be good. He's going over every -- Herb is the kind 

of guy who will check, not once, not twice, on his story, 

not three times, but probably fifty to a hundred times. 

Literally. He will go over it. He will know it. There 

won't be a hole in it. He'll have thought it -- he, he'll 

do his own Q. and A. He'll be -- have people cross-examine 

him from ten ways. 
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Good. 

He will be ready, as John Mitchell will be ready, as 

Maury Stans will be ready. 

Yeah. 

Uh, it's, uh --· 

Mitchell is now studying, is he? 

He is studying. Sloan will be the worst witness. I think 

Magruder will be a good witness. This fellow, Bart Porter, 

will be a good witness. They've already been through it, 

theyrve been through f;rand Jury. They have been through 

trial. Uh, they did well. [Coughs] And then, of course, 

people around here 

I [unintelligible] 

won't be witnesses. 

They won't be witnesses. 

Won't be witnE!sses. 

Hell, no. They will make statements. That's -- That'll be 

the line which I think we've got to get across to Ziegler, 

in all of his briefings where he is constantly saying we 
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will furnish information. That is not the question. It 

is how it's to be furnished, and we will not furnish it 

in a formal session. That would be to break down the 

privilege. Period. Do you agree with that? 

I agree. I agree. I have always thought that's the bottom 

line, and I think that's the good thing about what's 

happening in the Gray hearings right now. If we, they 

send a letter down with specific questions, I send back 

written interrogatories, sworn. You know as a, as a 

lawyer, that, uh, you can handle written interrog--, inter-

rogatories, where cross-examination is another ball game. 

I know. 

They can -- you can make a person look like they're in

accurate even if they're, even if they are trying to tell 

the truth. 

"Well now, really, you sh--, you can't mean that." You know, 

uh, I know -- All their face-making and all that crap. I 

know; [unintelligible]. Written interrogatories you can --

Can be artfully, accurately answered and give the full 

information. 

[Unintelligible] that there will be total and full [unintelligible]. 
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Well, what about the sentencing. When the hell is 

he going to sentence? 

We thought he was going to sentence last Friday. Uh, 

I know; you've said that. 

no one knows what in the world Sirica is doing. It's 

getting to be a long time now. It frankly is. 

[Unintelligible] 

And no one really has a good estimation of how he will 

sentence. There's some feeling that he will sentence 

Liddy the heaviest. Liddy's already in jail~ he's in 

Danbury. He wants, he wanted to start serving so he can 

get good time going. Uh, but Hunt, he'll probably be 

very fair with. 

Why? 

Pardon? 

Why? Why Hunt? 

He likes Hunt. He liked Hunt. He thought Hunt was being 

open with him and candid, and Hunt gave a statement in 

open court that he didn't know of any higher-ups involved 

and, a,:id, uh, Hunt didn't put him through the rigors of 
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trial, and Hunt was a beaten man, the loss of his wife, 

uh, was ill, they tried to move and have a, him severed 

from the trial. And Hunt didn't cause a lot of problems. 

Bittman was cooperative, uh. Whereas Liddy played the, played 

the heavy in the trial. His lawyer raised all the objections 

and the like, and embarrassed, uh, the judge for some 

in-chambers things he'd said, and --

But Liddy 1s going to appeal the sentence? 

Liddy is going to appeal the decision,uh, the trial. He 

will appeal, appeal that. 

He will appeal the trial? 

Trial -- And there's --

He was convicted. 

There is an outside chance that this man has gone, this 

judge has gone so far in his zeal to be a special 

prosecutor --

Well, some of those statements from the bench --

Incredible statements. 

To me, to me, incredible. 

-52-

(856) 



DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

58.1 TRANSCRIPT OF MARCH 13, 1973 MEETING, 1-76 

Commenting on witnesses' testimony before the jury, was 

just incredible. Incredible. So he may have, there may 

be a mistrial. I don't -- There may be reversible 

error, even. I don't know. 

What about the Cubans? 

The Cubans will probably be thought of as hired hands, and 

nowhere near the sentences of Liddy, I would think. Uh, 

not all of them. Barker, uh, the lead Cuban, may get more 

than the others. It's hard to say. I, you know, I just 

don't have any idea. Sirica's a strange man. He is known 

as a hanging judge. Uh --

That's the kind that I want. 

That's right. [Laughs] 

I understand. 

That's right. He's tough. He, he is tough. Now, the other 

thing, Sirica there was some indication that Sirica 

might be putting together a panel. They have this system 

down there now, based on this informal agreement, where 

a judge, a sentencing judge, convenes a panel of his own 

to take advice from. If Sirica were being shrewd, he just 

might get himself a panel and take their recommendations. 
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When will the Ervin thing be hitting the fan most, 

I mean [unintelligible] 

Well, I would say that, uh, uh, the best indications 

we have now is public hearings will probably start about 

the first of May. Now, they will, you know, there'll be 

a big, probably, bang of interest, initially~ We have 

no idea how they will proceed yet. We do have sources to 

find that out, other than Baker, Incidentally, Kleindienst 

was, was, had called Ervin again, returned the call. Ervin 

is going to see him this week, uh, with Baker. That's --

Public hearings the first of May. Well, that'll be a big 

show. The public hearings, I wouldn't think, though, I 

know from ex--, experience that, my guess is that, uh, I think 

they could get through about three weeks of those and then 

I think it begins to peter out somewhat. Do you agree? 

No, I --

ITT went longer, but that was a different thing, and it 

seemed more important. 

When I told Bob, oh, several months ago, I hope they don't 

think [unintelligible]. He said the way they could have 
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those hearings and db a masterful job on us, is to hold 

one hearing a week on Thursdays, Thursday mornings, 

they cov--, they cover it live. That way, you'd get 

live coverage that day; you'd get the networks that 

night; the national magazines that week; the -- get the 

weekend wrap-ups. You could stretch this thing out for 

nearly --

We should insist -- Our members of the Connnittee at least 

should insist, "Let's get it over with, and go through 

five day sessions, and so forth." 

Yeah. Well, they, you know, they, they're not that, I 

don't think they are that 

No. 

perceptive to, to figure that, 

Well, so be it. This is a, I mean, I noticed in the news 

sunnnary Buchanan was viewing with alarm the [unintelligible] 

the great crisis in the confidence of the Presidency, 

and so forth. [Unintelligible] 

Well, the best way --

How much? 
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Pardon? 

How much of a crisis? I mean, it'll be, it'll be in a 

newspaper [unintelligible] but the point is that every

thing is a crisis. I mean, Christ, we've had -- screw 

around with this thing for a while [unintelligible] it'll be 

mainly a crisis among the upper intellectual types, the ass 

holes, you know, the 

That's right. 

soft heads, soft -- our own, too -- Republicans, Democrats 

and the rest. Average people won't think it is much of a 

crisis unless it affects them. But it'll go on and on 

and on. 

Well, I think it'll -- I, I, you know, I think after the 

Ervin hearings, they are going to find so much -- there will 

be some new revelations. Uh, I don't think that. uh, the 

thing will get out of hand. I have no reason to believe 

it will. 

Oh, yes, there'll be the revelations in, in Watergate. 

They, they [unintelligible]? That's the point. 

Well, they want to, they want to find out who --

Who -- is there a higher up? 
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Is there a higher up? 

They're really, let's face it, after, I think they are 

really after, uh, Haldeman. 

Haldeman and Mitchell. 

Mitchell -- I mean, Colson is not a big enough name for 

them. He really isn't. You know, he is a thorn in their 

side, but Colson's name bothers them none. So they get 

Colson. They're after Haldeman and after Mitchell. Don't 

you think so? 

That's right. Or I bet they'd take Ehrlichman if they 

could drag him in but they've been unable to drag him 

in in any way. 

Ultimately, uh, Haldeman, uh, Haldeman's problem is 

Chapin, isn't it? 

Bob's problem is, is circumstantial. 

What I meant is, looking at the circumstantial, I 

don't know that [unintelligible]. On top of that, Bob had 

nothing -- didn't know any of those people, like the Hunts and 

all that bunch. Colson . did. But, uh, bob, bob ciid know Chapin. 

That's right. 

Now, what -- Now however the hell much Chapin knew I'll 
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be God damned, I don't know. 

Well, Chapin didn't know anything about the Watergate, 

and --

You don't think so? 

No. Absolutely not. 

Did Strachan? 

Yes. 

He knew? 

Yes. 

About the Watergate? 

Yes. 

Well, then, Bob knew. He probably told Bob, then. He 

may not have • He may not have. 

He was, he was judicious in what he, in what he relayed, 

and, uh, but Strachan is as tough as nails. I --

What'll he say? Just go in and say he didn't know? 

He'll go in and stonewall it and say, "I don't know any

thing about what you are talking about." He has already 

done it twice, as you know, in interviews. 
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Yeah. I guess he should, shouldn't he, in the interests 

of -- Why? I suppose we can't call that justice, can 

we? We can't call it [unintelligible) 

Well, it, it --

The point is, how do you justify that? 

It's a, it's a personal loyalty with him. He doesn't 

want it any other way. He didn't have to be told. He 

didn't have to be asked. It just is something that he 

found is the way he wanted to handle the situation. 

But he knew? He knew about Watergate? Strachan did? 

Uh huh. 

I'll be damned. Well, that's the problem in Bob's case, 

isn't it. It's not Chapin then, but Strachan. 'Cause 

Strachan worked .for him. 

Uh huh. They would have one hell of a time proving 

that Strachan had knowledge of it, though. 

Who knew better? Magruder? 

Well, Magruder and Liddy. 

Ahh -- I see. The other weak link for Bob is Magruder, 

too. He having hired him and so forth. 
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That's applies to Mitchell, too. 

Mitchell--Magruder. Now, where do you see Colson coming 

into it? Do you think he knew, knew quite a bit, I can't 

I can't -- yet he could know a great deal about a lot of 

other things and not a hell of a lot about this, but I 

don't know. 

Well, I've never --

He sure as hell knows Hunt. That we know. And was very 

close to him. 

Chuck has told me that he had no knowledge, uh, specific 

knowledge, of the Watergate incident before it occurred. 

Uh, there have been tidbits, that I have raised with Chuck, 

I have not played any games with him, I said, "Chuck, I 

have indications--" 

Don't play games. 

I don't -- I --

You've got to be -- the lawyer has got to know everything. 

That's right. And I said, "Chuck, people have said that you 

were involved in this, involved in that, involved in this." 

And he said, "I -- that's not true," and so on and so 

forth. Uh, I don't, I think that Chuck had knowledge that 

something was going on over there. A lot of people around 
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here had knowledge that something ,1as going on over there. 

They didn't have any knowledge of the details of the 

specifics of, of the whole thing. 

You know, that must, must be an indication, though, of 

the fact that, that they had God damn poor pickings. 

Because naturally anybody, either Chuck or Bob, uh, was 

always reporting to me about what was going on. If they 

ever got any information they would certainly have told 

me that we got some information, but they never had a 

God damn [laughs] thing to report. What was the matter? 

Did they never get anything out of the damn thing? 

No. I don't think they ever got anything. 

It was a dry hole, huh? 

That's right. 

Jesus Christ. 

Well, they were just really getting started. 

Yeah. Yeah. But, uh, Bob one time said something about 

the fact we got some information about this or that or the 

other, but, I, I think it was about the Convention, what 

they were planning, I said [unintelligible]. So I assume 

that must have been MacGregor, I mean not MacGregor, but 

Segretti. 
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No. 

Bob must have known about Segretti. 

Well, I -- Segretti really wasn't involved in the intelli

gence-gathering to speak of at all, 

Oh, he wasn't? 

No, he wasn't, he was out just, he was out --

Who the hell was gathering intelligence? 

That was Liddy and his, his outfit, 

I see. Apart from Watergate? 

That's, well, that's right. That was part of their whole 

Watergate was part of intelligence....gathering, and this 

Well, that's a perfectly legitimate thing. I guess that's what it was 

What happened is they --

What a stupid thing. Pointless. That was the stupid thing. 

That was incredible. That's right. That's right. 

[Unintelligible] to think that Mitchell and Bob would allow, 

would have allowed this kind of operation to be in the 

Committee. 

-62-

(866) 



DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

58 .1 TRANSCRIPT OF MARCH 131 19'13 MEETING1 1-76 

I don't think he knew it was there. 

You kidding? 

I don't --

You don't think Mitchell knew about this thing? 

Oh, no, no, no. Don't mis-- I don't think he knew that 

people -- I think he knew that Liddy was out intelligence

gathering. 

Well? 

I don't think he knew that Liddy would use a fellow like 

McCord, for God's sake, who worked for the Committee. I 

can't believe that. Uh, you know, that --

Hunt? Did Mitchell know Hunt? 

I don't think Mitchell knew about Hunt either. 

So Mitchell's thing is [unintelligible] said, "Gee, 

and I hired this fellow and I told him to gather intelli

gence, but I -- " Maybe [unintelligible]. 

That's right. 

Magruder says the same thing? 
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Magruder says that -- as he did in the trial -- he said, 

it was, uh, --"Well, of course, my name has been dragged 

in as the guy who sent Liddy over there," which is an 

interesting thing. That's a 

[Unintelligible] 

That's right. They said, well what happened is -

Magruder asked for a lawyer -- he wanted to hire my 

deputy over there for General Counsel and I said, "No 

way. I can't give him up." 

Was Liddy your deputy? 

No, Liddy never worked for me. Uh, there was this 

fellow Fred Fielding who works for me. And I said, 

"I can't give him up." He said, Magruder said, "Will 

you find me a lawyer?" I said, "I will be happy to 

look around." I checked around the White House, Krogh 

said, "Liddy might be the man to do it, to go over 

there -- he would be a hell of a good lawyer. Uh, 

he has written some wonderful legal opinions over here 

for me, 

Right. 

and I think he is a good lawyer." 
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Yeah. 

So I relayed that to Magruder. 

How the hell does Liddy stand up so well? 

He's a strange man, Mr. President. 

Strange or strong, or both? 

Strange and strong. 

Good. 

Uh, he -- his loyalty, I think, is just beyond the pale. 

He's just -- nothing. 

He hates the other side too. 

Oh, absolutely. He's strong. He really is. 

Well, what about the hang-out thing? 

[Unknown person enters, receives instructions from the 

President to take something to Haldeman, and leaves 

the room.] 

Uh, is it too late to, to, frankly, go the hang-out 

road? Yes, it is. 

I think it is. I think -- Here's the -- The hang-out 

road --
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The hang-out road's going to have to be rejected. I, 

some, I understand it was rejected. 

It was kicked around. Bob and I . and, and, and --

I know Ehrlichman always felt that it should be hang-out. 

{Unintelligible] 

Well, 1 think I convinced him why that he wouldn't want to 

hang-out either. There is a certain domino situation here. 

If some things start going, a lot of other things are going 

to start going, and there are going to be a lot of problems 

if everything starts falling. So there are dangers, Mr. 

President. I'd be less than candid if I didn't tell you the 

-- there are. There's a reason for us not -- not everyone 

going up and testifying. 

I see. Oh no, no, no, no, no. I didn't mean go up and 

have them testifying. I meant 

Well I mean just, they're just starting tohang-out and say 

here's our, here's our story --

I mean putting the story out to PR buddies somewhere, 

Here's the story, the true story about Watergate. 

[Unintelligible] 

They would never believe it. 
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That's the point. 

The point is -- the two things they are working on on 

Watergate 

Who is "they"? The press? 

The press, 

The Democrats? 

-- the Democrats, the intellectuals --

The Packwoods? 

Right. Right. "They" would never buy it, uh, as far as 

(1) White House involvement in the Watergate which I think 

there is just none, uh, for that incident that occurred over 

in the Democratic National Committee Headquarters. People 

just, here, would did not know that that was going to be 

done. I think there are some people who saw the fruits 

of it, but that's another story. I am talking about the 

criminal conspiracy to, to go in there. The other thing 

is that, uh, the Segretti thing. You hang that out, uh, 

they wouldn't believe that. They wouldn't believe that, 

that, uh, Chapin acted on his own to put his old friend, 

friend Dick Segretti in to be a Dick Tuck on somebody 
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else's campaign. They would, they would have to paint 

it into something more sinister, something move involved, 

a part of a general plan. 

Shit, it's not sinister. None of it is. 

No. 

Segretti's stuff isn't been a bit sinister. 

It's quite humorous, as a matter of fact. 

As a matter of fact, it's just a bunch of crap. It's just 

is a [unintelligible]. We never knew. Never objected to -

You don't object to such damn things, oh, anyway. On, and 

on and on. No, I tell you this, the last gasp of the, of 

the, you know, of the, our partisan opponents. They've 

just got to have something to squeal about. 

The only thing they have to squeal on• 

Squeal about that, that, and perhaps inflation, but 

that will end. Oh, yeah, they're going to squeal and 

then they're [unintelligible]. They're having a hell 

of time, you know. 
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They got the hell kicked out of them in the election. 

[Unintelligible]. They are, they're, they're going to 

Watergate around in this town, not so much our opponents, 

but basically it's the media, uh, I mean, it's the 

Establishment. The Establishment is dying, and so they've 

got to show that after some rather significant successes 

we've had in foreign policy and in the election, they've got 

to show, "Well, it just is wrong because this is -- be

cause of this." In other words, they're trying to use 

this to smear the whole thing. 

Well, that's why I, in fact, I keep coming back with 

this fellow, Sullivan, who could, 

-- who could --

could change the picture. 

How would it change it though? 

Well it --

By saying you're another? Is that what it is? 

That's, yeah. But here's another, and it happens to be 

Democrats. Your, uh -- I, you know, I just, I just wish--

If you get Kennedy in it, too, I'd be a little more 

pleased. 
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Well, now, let me tell you something that's -- lurks 

at the bottom of this whole thing. 

Yeah. 

If, in going after Segretti, I -- Segretti, right -

they go after Kalmbach's bank records, you'll recall 

that sometime back -- maybe you, you perhaps _didn't 

know about this, it's very possible -- that right after 

Chappaquiddick somebody was put up there to start ob

serving. Within six hours. 

Did we? 

That's right. 

I didn't know that. 

That man watched that -- he was there for every second 

of Chappaquiddick, uh, for a year, and almost two years 

he worked for, uh, he worked for Jack Caulfield, who was 

originally on John 

Oh, I heard of Caulfield, yeah. 

He worked for Caulfield originally and then he worked for, 

when Caulfield worked for John, and then when I came over 

here I inherited Caulfield and this guy was still on this 
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same thing. 

Yeah.. 

Well, if they get to those bank records between, uh, it 

starts on July of 1 69 through June of '71, and they say, 

"What are these about? Who is this fellow that's up in 

New York · that you paid?" Th.ere comes Chappaquiddick 

with a vengeance. This guy is a, is a twenty year detec

tive on the, uh, New York State, uh., New York City Police 

Department. 

In other words, we --

He is ready to disprove and to show that, everything 

from --

!Unintelligible] consider that wrong, do we? 

Well, if they get to it, uh, it's going to come out and 

the whole thing is going to turn around on that one. 

I mean, if Kennedy knew the bear trap he was walking into --

How do we know -- uh, why, why don't we get it out anyway? 

Well, we sort of saved it. [Laughs] 

Does he have any record? Is it any good? 

Uh, h9 is probably the most knowledgeable man in the country. 

-71-

(875) 



PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

58.1 TRANSCRIPT OF MARCH 13, 1973 .'MEETING,. 1-76 

He can't, you know, there are certain things he runs up 

against walls when they closed the, when they closed the 

records down, things he can't get, but he can ask all 

of the questions and get some, many of the answers. As 

a, as a twenty year detective, but we don't want to sur-

face him right now. But if things ever surfaced, uh, this is 

what they'll get. 

Now, how will Kalmbach explain that he'd hired this 

[unintelligible] Chappaquiddick? Did he -- out of 

what type of funds? 

We'd have -- he had, he had money left over from, uh, 

pre-convention --

Are they going to investigate those funds too? 

They are funds that were quite legal. There's nothing 

illegal with those funds. 

How can they, how can they investigate them? 

They can't. 

Huh? 

They -- The only -- The -- What they would -- happens what, what 

would occur, you see, is they would stumble into this in 

going back to, say '71, on Kalmbach's bank records. They've 

-72-

(876) 



PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

35 - 90~ (P t. 2) 0 - 7 4 - 13 

58.1 TRANSCRIPT OF MARCH 13, 1973 MEETING, 1-76 

already asked for · a lot of his bank records in connec

tion with Segretti, as to how he paid Segretti. 

Are they going to go back as far as Ch_appaquiddick? 

Well, yeah, but this, this fellow worked into '71 on 

th~s. He was up there. He talked to everybody in 

that town. He, you know, he, he's the one who caused 

a lot of embarrassment for Kennedy already by saying 

he went up trLere as a newspaperman. "So why aren't 

you checking this? Why aren't you looking there?" And 

pointing the press's attention to things. Gosh, the 

guy did a masterful job. I have never been, had the 

full report. 

Coming back to t he Sullivan thing, you'd better now go 

ahead and talk to him. You will now talk to Moore, 

again to Moore and, uh, then what? 

Uh, I'll see if we have something that's viable. And 

if it's ·--

In other words -- Have you talked to Sullivan again? 

Oh, yes. Yes, I plan on it. 

Why the hell don't you get him in and talk to him? [Unintelligible] 

Well, he's -- I asked him last night and he said, "John 
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give me a day or so to get my, all my recollections 

together," 

Right. 

and that was yesterday. So I thought I would call him 

this evening and say, uh, "Bill, I'd just like to know 

You see, the fact that you've talked to him will become 

known. So maybe, maybe the best thing is to say "I am 

not concerned here," and you say that he, he's to turn 

this over, and you say we will not handle it. Then make, 

then anyway, it gets to the Committee, aren't they going 

to say, "The White House turns over information on the 

FBI?" That's the -- I don't know how the Christ to get 

it down there. 

Well, that's what I think I can kick around with Dick 

Moore. He and I do very well just bouncing these things 

Yeah. 

II 

back and forth and coming up with something that we don't have 

to be embarrassed about it. 

I think a newsman, a newsman, a hell of a break for a newspaper. 

Oh yeah. 

A hell of a story. Uh, maybe the Star would just run a hell of 

a story, I mean a real bust on the FBI. Then, and then, and 
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then the Committee member, the man you, you, for 

example, on this basis could call Gurney, and say, 

"Now look. We're on to something very hot hera. I can just 

tell you, I'm not going to tell you anything more. Go 

after it, forget you ever had this call." Then he goes. 

Uh huh. 

It seems to me that that's a very effective way to get it out. 

Uh huh. Another thing is, I don't think Sullivan would 

give up the White House. Sullivan -- as I said could, there's 

one liability in Sullivan here, is that's his knowledge 

of the earlier things that occurred, uh --

That we did? 

That we did. 

Well, now you should tell them. Oh, you mean he wouldn't, 

he'd say, he'd say, "I did no politic!"al work at all. My, 

my work in the [unintelligible] Nixon Administration was, was 

solely in the national security." 

That's right. 

And that is totally true. 

That's right. 

Okay. Well, good luck. 
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DEAN: All right, sir. 

PRESIDENT: It's never dull, is it? 

DEAN: Never. 
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101530 
MEETINGS AND TELEPHONE CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN 

THE PRESIDENT AND JOHN W. DEAN, III 

No contact between the President and John W. Dean, III, during January, 
February, and March 1972 

Apr·il 13, 1972 

PM 4:31 4:34 President met with Frank :OeMarco, Jr., and 
John Dean to sjgn 1971 income tax returns. 

May 1, 1972 

PM 3:02 3:07 President had photo opportunity in Rose Garden for 
N?-tional Secretaries Week. Mr. Dean attended 

No contact between the President and John W. Dean, III, during June and 
July 1972 •. 

August 14, 1972 

PM 
12:45 1:11 
12:49 1 :09 
12:49 l :11 
12:49 1 :11 
12:49 l :12 
12:49 1 :12 
12:49 1 :12 
12:49 1 :12 

0 

The President met to sign personal legal documents with: 
The Fir st Lady 
John J. Ratchford 
Mr. Butterfield 
Mr. Haldeman 
Mr. Ehrlic1unan 
John W. Dean, III 
John H. Alexander 
Richard S. Ritzel 

No other contact during August 1972 
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Sept e mber 15, 1972 

PM 

3:15 6:17 
5:27 6:17 

The President met with: 

Mr. Haldeman 
Mr. Dean 

(The President talked with Mr. MacGregor by 
phone from 5:36 to 5:38) 

No other contact during September 1972 

October 9, 1972 

PM 3:10 3:34 

3:23 3:34 

The President met with Samuel Newhouse, Pre ·sident 
of Newhouse Newspapers and Newhouse Broadcasting 
and Herb .Klein. 

John Dean joined ' the meeting. 

November 8, 1972 · 

The President attended a senior staff meeting in the 
Roosevelt Room. Mr. ··John Dean was in 
attendance. 

November 12, 1972 

8:40 8:44 The President met aboard "Spirit of ~7611 with 
Rose Mary Woods and Mr. and Mrs, John Dean 

No contact between the President and John W. Dean, III, during November 
· and December 1972. 
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101530 
January 21, 1973 

AM 11:05 12:04 President and First Lady hosted Worship Service. 
John Dean attended. 

February 27, 1973 

PM 3:55 4:20 President met \vith John Dean alone in Oval Office. 

February 28, 1973 

AM 9:12 10:23 President met with John Dean in Oval Office. 

March 1, 1973 

(. 
AM 9:18 9:46 President met with his Counsel, .John W. Dean, III, 

/ in the Oval Office. 
i/(At 9:36 the President rec'd a call from AG Kleindienst. Dean 

J0:36 10:44 President met ,vith Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. too the call.: 
vfMr. Kissinger was present from 10:30 - 10:37.) 

PM 1 :06 1 :14 President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office 

March 6, 1973 • 

AM 11:49 12:00 President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. 

March 7, 1973 

AM 8:53 9:16 

March 8, 1973 

A!vI 9:51 9:54 

President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. 

President met with .Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. 

' ·-~.f~_-·,·J· "-.' :~1 . 
....... . i .... 
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MARCH 14, 1973 

WH 
1{]1~;30 Ma rch 1 0 , 1 9 7 3 u 

AM 9:20 9:44 Presid ent talk e d long distance with Mr. Dean. 
President initiated the call from Camp David 

to Mr. Dean who was in Washington, D. C. 

M a rch 13, 1973 

.PM 12:42 2 : 00 President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. 
(Mr. Haldeman was present from 12:43 - 12:55) 

March 14, 1973 

AM 8:36 President telephoned Mr. Dean. The call was not 

completed. 
· 8:55 8:59 

9:43 10:50 
Mr. Dean returned the call and talked \Vith the President. 

President met with Mr. Dean in the P's EOB Office. 

PM 12:27 
12:47 

L::;: 
farch 15, 

V PM £36 

Also present were: 
, Mr. Kissinger (departed at 9:50) 

Ronald L. Ziegler 
Richard A. Moore (9:55-10:50) 

12:28 President telephoned Mr . Dean. 
1 :30 President m.et with Mr. Moore and Mr . Dean. 

4:26 President talked with Mr. Dean. {The President 
initiated the call. ) 

4:36 President talked with Mr. Dean. (Mr. Dean 
initiated the call. ) 

1973 

6:24 · President met with Mr. Dean and Mr. Moore 
in the Oval Office. 
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March 16, 1973 10153..; 

AM 10:34 11:06 President met v1ith Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. 
Mr. Ziegler was present from. 10:58-11:10. 

PM 8:14 8:23 President talked with Mr. Dean. (The President 
initiated ,,the call. ) 

March 17, 1973 

PM 1:25 2 : 10 President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. 

March 19, 1973 

PM 4:59 President requested tba t Mr. Moore and Mr. Dean 
join him in his EOB 0£fice. 

5:03 5:41 President met with Mr. Moore and Mr. Dean in 
his EOB Office. 

March 20, 1973 

AM 

PM 

. 
i0:46 10:47 President talked ,vith Mr. Dean. (The President 

initiated the call. ) 

12:59 I :00 President talked with Mr. Dean. (The President 
initiated the call. ) 

1 :42 2:31 President met with Mr. Dean and Mr. Moore. 

7:29 7:43 President talked with Mr. Dean. (The President 
. initiated the call. ) 
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MARCH 14 1973 · 

1viarch 21, 1973 

AM 10:12 11:55 President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. 

Mr. Haldeman was also present for at least 

part of the time. 

PM 5:20 6:01 President met withMr. Dean in the President's 

EOB office. Also present were: 

Mr. Ziegler {d~parted ~t 5:25} 

Mr. Haldeman · . {) 1 ~:: 3 0 
Mr. Ehrlichma.n (5:25-6:01) 1, ....,J 

VGen. Scowcroft (5:27 --6:05) 

March 22, 1973 

PM 1:57 3:43 President met with Mr. Dean in the President's 

March 23, 1973 

EOB Office. Also pre sent were: 

Mr. Ehrlichman (2:00-3:40) 

Mr. Haldem;; -.n .(2:01-3:40) 

lvir. Mitchell (:Z:01-3:43) 

PM 12:44 1:02 President talked· long distance with Mr; Dean. 

(The President initiated the call from Florida 

to Mr. Dean who was iri ··Washington, D. C.} 

3:28 3:44 President talked long di::::tance with Mr. Dean. 

(The President initiated the call from Florida 

to Mr. Dean who \V2.S in Camp David, :Md.} 

No contact during the period April 1-14 

April 15, 1973 

PM . 9:17 10:12 President met with 1v1r. Dean in the President's 

· EOB Office. 

1 
/March 22: Deleted - - (Mr. Dean was scheduled to attend the President's 

staff briefing in the EOB Briefing Room which V 

the President attended from 8:44-9:03. Attendance 

was not confirmed on this briefing.) 
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MARCH 14 1973 

April 16, 1973 

AM 10:00 10:40 President met with Mr. Dea11 in Oval Office. 

PM 4:07 4:35 President met with Mr. Dean in the President's 
EOB Office. 

4:04 4:05 President talked v,rith .Mr. Dean. (The President 
initiated the call. ) 

· April 17, 1973 

AM 9:19 9:25 President talked with Mr. Dean. (The President 
initiated the call. ) 

101530 
April 22, 1973 

AM 8:24 8 :39 President phoned Mr. Dean from Key Biscayne. 

(888) 



) 

) 

) 

.. . , 

) 

;,.{:c,ch 13, 19'/3 

'L 
\·: ;;;~ rch ' -1'), 1973 

:v:arch. 16, 19·13 

59,2 MEMORANDUM OF JOHN DEANfS CONVERSATIONS WITH THE PRESIDENT, 
MARCH 14, 1973 

l''rc:-;it:cnl it,quii·cd .::-~s to v.;h_•!th,~r Ch;;.~1inh ... ~::..d 

hel:Jr..:d S1..:-!gr\~!tti. f}ean said -no. 

? 

(~'iaL·ch ll: I:'.")SU\~d :-.;~.1.b-.:111.cnt on ex,:;ci,.ti·,,.-1.! ;_)ri\-i;r;z~. 
a:)pli\:: s tt) pri..;scr...t and foI_·111c r sta.{£ers °!)t-4t v;ill p.1."'0-

v.ide in{,Jrr·,i2 .. tion.) 

I'rcp~;.rzt.tion for .. 1 .:cs5 conf.~:ce:nce. \Vent over '"i_l;.C!S.

tions and an:3\vcrs. :i?:,:t:!sidcnt inquired as to Ken 
Rietz. Dean said no illegality involved. P:.:esidcnt 

~ as:,ed if Colson or Iialdern-an. ~ne\V S,~g.t\~tti. l~resir.lent 
asked if ?v1itchcll and Colson :;a:,.:w of \V;,_t,~rg'lte. 
})~an said the;1·e \vas nothing_ sp~(:ific on <":olson; th~t 
h~ didn 1t kL10\V tLhout Mite he 11 ·~ut t11at Strac11a.n could 
be i~~volve<l. 1:>_(~sident states again that Dean sl1ould 

corn~)ili.~ a ,v1."itt.<~n. i"CI_)ort about.trle matter. Dean 
said Siri,:a \\·as a hanging judge. the President said 
he lik..;d 1:z-1.ng~.ng j,i,-1;;\..: ri'hey disc1..1ssed fund raising 
bt!.forc ... ~ .. pril .7. J)can said t11at cveryt11ing t!1at· had ~;~~en. 

done was lcg;i.l. 

P):ess conferi;~nCc \\ra.s discussed -- questions and 
a1i.S\V13rS. l)i.scuss(!d _cx(~cu~ive ().t"ivilege. Decided 

they ni:<!ded a Su:_):cen:e Cou.ct t~st. J~.cidr:!d th;:..t 
the I?:t,~sidt~nt shou:G. discuss l1is 19-';-8 position. 
·r11a t a:~~t~ .rnoon. the President- su;ge stcd Di!a11 s h•JGld 
pos::.;i.:):y ::i.p:)cal." iJefu1·e tile ·?: .. css ai1G disc1.1sseci·;,·1:ct11er 
c:--.c..:):~[',. :....:.:!ould ::-:--.Z::.~·:·~ a st2-t01-y1._~nt about Segretti. The 
G:-.s.y l-~t~C",.J."iags ;.-.nli t'h.e 1.15e of FBI iile-s \\'"ere also 

discG.SS~d. 

Pre side cit held conference. Tha.1: a:;::c rnoon 

discussed that C!ayr,; ?rcss conf~rence 2.nd d~ciC:t:d on 
use of 11 separ·ation of po\ver::i 11 iG:>tead 0£ executiv.:! 

privilege terinbology. 

The President reiterated his ,>0sition on use of raw 
~F'BI :~ul~ s. Sugg~"!st~d Dean's ,,-ritten report be 
~ic\:o:.-~:._);:._:1ied by affidavits. l)c::i.:1. st1gg~sted unri-tl"'.t."),ly 

rL'~_,.::r::;St3 of ,vritt:cn report i;.1igl1t :):tr~jt:t::.ce ri~1~ts of 

it1not.::et"' .. ~ ~),?O~)lt~. TJiscu5scd ~:,.ossibility 0£ ::;.~ttit:~ 

-2-
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59. 2 FRED THOMPSON AFFIDAVIT, SSC EXHIBIT NO. ?OA, 4 SSC 1794-95 

17f)4 

EXlllBIT No . 70:\ 

L'i THE U.N!TED STAT.ES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

SENATE SELECT COW.i..WTTEE ON PRESIDENTIAL 
CAMPAIGN ACTIViTlES• ET. AL: 

Pla.inti.£fa 

v. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
} 
) 
) 
) 
) 

-¥tl(:HARD M. . l\"'IXO!'t, ) 
INDIVIDuALLY A.,.:> AS PRESIDE:-;T OF 'I'nE u°':'."ITED STA.TES) 

THE WHITE iiOUSE 
WASHIXGTO~. D~ C. 

Defenda.nt 

AFFIDAVIT.QF. . l:'REP .D. THOMPSON 

) 
) 
} 
) 
) 
) 

Civil 
Action 
No. ___,_,.,.... 

Fred D. Tho:':\? ·son, being sworn, c!eposes a.nd sa.ys: . 

1. E.a.rly in June, 19i3, tb.e White Houae transmitted 

to the Select Con--.rnittee a memorandum (which is attached to this 

affidavit) listi.:ig certain oral communications. both £ace-to-face and 

telephonic. between 'President Rich~.-d l\t. N~on and John Wesley Dea.n III. 

This rnernora.ildwn, inter alia. , includes the exact times and durations o( 

these conununica.tio::1.s. and, in the case of face-to-face corr.rnunica.tions. 

the other participants, if .i.ny, in those convers,1.tions. 
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179,) 

2. Shortly thereafter, I -received a. tele 1,h.one r: .. n 

fro.-n J. Fred Buzhardt, Special C ou :i.sel to the President. Dur i :-• .; 

this tele;,hone call, Mr. Buzhardt related to me his understanding 

as to t:ie subs tance of certain portions of the enumerated conve::-sation;. 

between me President and Mr. Dea:1. 

3. During my discussior. with Mr. Buzhardt, I 

made cietailed notes . on the - in!orm ... tion that he gave me. upon 

conclusion of the conversation, I prom?tly prepared a "Memorandum 

of Si.bs;ance oi Pean' s Calls and ::'v~eeting with the·. President," a 

copy of ,i,.ich is attached to fais a.:;::davit. It is my belief th;.t this 

n-.e.:nora~ciu.-:-. accurately :;e :1ec~;; the 1nfo::'m;r.tiou imparted to r:ne by 

Subscribed a:-:.! s-:,orn to. be!<>=e 
me. this -tJfal .da..v of ~~~1-c-.7.$. 

I ~a I · :=0-=2.=:; ?-..toli~c~-. -n/1'""'.c-'_"----~ 

L Us Co=.=:..ssic-:: F.xp!.::es~ • 2·J'!? 

·. . . . . 

(891) 



59.3 JOHN DEAN TESTif,,KJNY, JUNE 25, 1973, 3 SSC 995-96 

995 

alternative was absurd. I also discussed with the President the fact 
. that Zieglet· was considering endorsing die ACLl; letter to the .Judi
ciary Committee regarding the turning o\·er of FBI materials. The 
President thought that that was a good idea. _\.t the encl of th e u1eeting
the President instructed me to tell the .A.ttorney General to cut oft 
Gray from turning over any further 'Watergate reports to the Senate 
J ud'iciary Committee. He said this just had to cease. 

MEETIXG OF MARCH 8 

I had a very brief meeting with the President on this date during 
which he asked me if something had been done to stop Gray from turn
ing over FBI materials to the Senate Judiciary Committee. I told him 
I thought that the matter had been taken · care of by the Attorney 
General. · 

PHONE CoxYERSATrox OJ:' MaRCH 10 

The phone conversation of March 10. The President called me to tell 
me that he felt we should get the executive pri\'ilege statement out 
immediately; that this should be clone before I was called before the 
Senate Judiciary Committee in connection with the Gray hearings so 
~hat it .would not ap:pear that the statement.on executive privilege was 
m respon,se to the action by the Senate committee. 

"·~' 

l\fEETIXG OF MARCH 13 

This was a rather lengthy meeting, the bulk of which was taken up 
by a discussion about the Gray hearings and the fact that the Senate 
Judiciary Committee had voted to inYite me to appe>ar in connection 
with Gray's nomination. It was at this time we discussed the potential 
of litigating the matter of executh·e pri,·ilege and thereby pre,-enting 
anybody from going before any Senate committee until that matter was 
resoh-ed. The President liked the idea Yerv much, particularly ,Yhen 
I mentioned to him .that it might be possible that he could a1so claim 

· attorney/client privilege on me so that the strongest potential case on 
executirn privilege would probably rest on the counsel to the President. 

-I told him that obviously, this area would ha\·c to be researched. He 
told me that he did not want Haldeman and Ehrlichman to go before 
the En-in hearings and that if we were litigating the matter on Dean, 
that no one would ham to appear. Toward the encl of the conversation, 
we ~t into a discussion of ,vatergate matters specifically. ~ told the 
President about the fact that there were money demands bemg made 
by the se,-en convicted defendants, and that the sentencing of these 
individuals was not far off. It was dnring this con n•rsation that Halde
man caiue into the office. After this brief interruption by Haldeman's 
coming in, but while he was still there: I told the President about the 
fact that . there was no money to pay these individuals to meet their 
demands. He asked me how m\1ch it would cost. I told him that I could 
only make an estimate that ·it might be as high as $1 million or 
.more. He told me that that was no problem, and he also looked over at 
Haldeman and repeated the same statement. He then asked me who 
was demanding this money and I told him it was r)["incipally coming 
from Hunt throu~h his attorney. The President then referred to the 
fact that Hunt had been promise<l Executi\·e clemency. He said that he 
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had discussed this matter with Ehrli chman arnl contrary to instruc
tions that Ehrlichman had given Colson not to talk to the P resident 
ahout it, that Colson had also discussed it with him later. He expressed 
some annoy ance at the fact that Colson had also discussed this matter 
with hi.m. · 

The conversation then turned back to a question from the President 
regarding the money that was being paid to th e defendants. He asked 
me how this was done. I told him I didn't know much about it other 
than the fact that the money was laundered so it could not be traced 
and then there were secret deliveries. I told him I was learning about 
things I had never known before, fa1t the next time I would certainly 
be more knowledgeable. This comment got a laugh out of Haldeman. 
The meeting ended on this note and there was no further discussion . 
of the matter and it was left hanging just as I have described it. 

MEETINGS OF l\fARCH '14 

The meetings which occurred on this day principally involvedpre
paring the President for a forthcoming press conference. I recall talk
mg about executive privilege and making Dean a test case in the courts 
on executive privilege. The President said that he would like very 
much to do this and if the opportunity came up in the press conference, 
he would probably so respond. I also recall that durmg the meetings 
which occurred on this day, that the President was going to try t-0 
find an answer that would get Ziegler off the hook (>f the frequent 
questions asked him regarding the Watergate. He said that he was 
going to say that he would take no further questions on the ,vatergate 
until the completion of the Ervin hearings and that Ziegler in turn 
could repeat the same statement and avoid future interrogation by the 

ress on the subject. 
.1\IEwrING OP M.mcn 15 

It was late in the afternoon after the President's press conference 
that he asked Dick Moore and I to come over to visit with him. He woe; 
in a very relaxed mood and entered into a general discussion .about the 
pr ess conference. The President was amazed and distressed that the 
press had paid so little attention to the fact that he had made an 
historic announcement about Ambassador Bruce opening up the liaison 
office in Peking. He said he was amazed when the first question follow
ing that announcement was regarding whether or not Dean would 
appear before the Senate ,Tndiciary Committee in connection with the 
Gray hearings. The conversation then rambled into a discussion of 
the H-iss case, and l\fr. l\Ioore discussed his memory of the President's 
handling of the case. 

MEETING OF MARCH 16 

This meeting was a discussion with Ziegler on how to follow up on a 
number of matters that had arisen in the press conference of the 
preceding day. 

MEETING OF MARCH 17 

This was St. Patrick's Day and the President was in a very good 
mood and rnry relaxed and we engaged in a rambling c01n-crsat.ion 
with only some brief reference to the Gray hearings and the problems 
that were then confronting the White House regm·ding the PrE'sident's 
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Mr. Tumrrsox. Let me ask you about the meetings that you and 
Mr. Dean had with the President, and I will start with March 14. 

:Mr. l\fomm. Yes. 
l\fr. TuOl\rrsox. vVould you tell us what yon discussed at that meet

ing, the purpose of the meeting; ,vhat was discussed and what was 
resolved, if anything? 

)fr. ~fooRE. Yes. 
l\f r. THOMPSON. As of this year? 
l\fr. MooRE. The purpose of the meeting was to go over with the 

President the possible questions that might be asked in the next day's, 
the next morning's press conference on the general subject of executive 
privilege and these hearings, the Gray hearings were still also going 
on, and in that sense the Watergate. Now, Dean and I-the way that 
worked was l\Ir. Buchanan, who usually coordinates the President's 
briefing book, had sent us a list of at least 20 questions that could be 
asked, more were handed, and for 2 or 3 clays before that we divided 
them up, ,ve suggested answers or gave background answers so that 
the President could consider them, and they were then edited by Mr. 
Buchanan and put in the briefing book. 

The President now wished to discuss those answers with us. 
Mr. THOMPSON. Had the President made a statement on executive 

privilege by that time? 
Mr. Moo RE. Yes; he had made that on March 12 and this meeting 

too~ place on l\farch 14 and it was a very hot issue at that moment 

J: r. HOMPSON. vVhat about March 15 ~ 
Mr. MooRE. March 15 was a very pleasant and relaxed meeting at 

the end of the day in the Oval Office where the President kind of 
wanted to chat about the press conference. 

Mr. TumrrsQN. The press conference had been earlier that" day? 
l\Ir. l\fooRE. Earlier that day and he wanted to know how we thought 

it ,vent. and Mr. Dean correctlv testified that the President said, "You 
know, the very first thing that I said, I made an announcement that 
I thought was quite historic, first representative to the People's Re
public of China, and I was nominating a most important man as our 
first representative, David E. K. Bruce. I made the announcement 
and what do you think the first question was? Dean's testimony at the· 
hearings and it shows where their minds are." And then we talked a 
little bit about the press conference and then he got into this discussion 
where he had been thinking more and more where we had been using 
the wrong, the more narrow phrase that what was involved here was 
the separation of powers and the President's responsibilities to pre
serve that ser>aration, and I think I told vou how he went through, 
how we invite each other, that Congressmen will come here by invi
tation, that v;e go there but neither of us can command the other, and 
that is the way it has to be and we went into that. 

And then he got talking a'bout how he wanted us to be outgoing and 
he recalled the days when he was a Congressman, when he could not 
get a report, an FBI report, not raw· files but an FBI report, in the 
Hiss matter, and he said, "But we are going to tell this oommittee, 
give them anything that they want in terms of information. Now we 
may do it," he said. "That is where you fellows come in," he said, "It 
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Ileari:n.g 
Sl1111111ecl 
By Dean 

Aide to Nixon 
Instead Offers 
Written Reply 

Jly Carl Bernstein 
and Bob Woodward 

· ~ash l nc t on Po . .,,t Starr W r i~er:'!I 

Cittng the doctrine of ex
ecutive privilege, presiden
tial counsel John W. Dean 
III yestertlay formally re
fused an i n v i t a t i o n to 
testify in the Senate confir
mation hearing on the 

~

mination of L .. Patrick 
ray III to be director of 
e FIH. 
Dean's refusal put the 

White House on . a collision 
course with Democratic mem
bers of the Senate .Judiciary 
Committee who have vowed lo 
block Gray's nomination un
less Dean testifies about mat
·ters pertaining to the Water-
gate:case . . . · 

Both Republican and Demo
cratic sources on the commit
tee said privately ,·csterday 
that Dean's refusal had placed 
Gray's nomination in serious 
jeopardy and predicted :in ex-. 
tremely dose vote on report· 
ing the nomination to the Sen
ate floor. Leaders of the move 
to call Dean as a witness said 
they believe they can block 
the nomination in committee. 

Dean·s refusal to testify had 
the immediate effect of inten
sifying Dernc,cratie opposition 
on the committee and shiftin~ 
the focus of the Grny confir
n1ation h(•arings "wa.)' from 
the nominee and closer to the 
issues of executive pril'ilege 
anrl the \'.'hite House roh~ in 
the f'Rl's ll'atergate im·cstiga
tion. 

Executive privilege - the l 
doctrine that Presidents h:tl'CI 
a right to confidential ad\'ice 
which need not h~ disclo se:! 
to Congre ss-is not ·,vri1.lc n 1 

[.nto law and therefore is suh-1 
iect to many interprl·taurn ,s. 
Democrats on the .Tucl1c1~rv 1 
Committee contend that t:1c \ 
concept is being app!iC'd too \ 
broadly in Dean's crrse llPca11,c· 
they want to ask him about !Jisl 
communlcations with Gray --1 
not the President. I 

h:is bc'ccine central to the Gray 
isoniinat ion because or what 
<;en .. John V. Tunney (D-C:tlif.) 
!-,as c~il!u.I DL'nn's "omnipl'l'S
Pr.ce" in the J<'BI's inVl'stigation 
ol the \Vatcr~ate case. Gray 
lr<lific<I that his frequent con
t:1ds with Dean W<'l'c' based on 
",: p, ·esumption or rcguh1rity· · 
ir \nc White House. 

.-\s \\'hitc llousc counsd , 
lJ\~;u1 l'P{'Pived regular re-· · 
por\s of FBI inten·iews in the! 
i,we~\i g~tion. sat 1n on all1 
int,,n·iews with \\'hile Housel 
stc:d"f lllt ' n1bcrs nnd . after a 
one-wee I; de lay . turned over 
to the FBI \lie personal ef· 

A central issue that ha s I 
neveloped in Gray's confir
mation hearings has been the . 
propriety c·f his a ,;rccmenl to 
turn over invcsti;:ali\'e repo r t, I 
in the Watergate case to Dr:.n.J 
J\Iembers of the Judiciary fcl'ts of one of the Watergate 
Committee want to dct<'rmin~ ! conspirators. former White 
if Dean misused . the infnrm -1

1 

Hl>.hC ,·onsultanl E. Howard 
ation he received from the Hunt Jr . 

FBI. J Before conclucting a . White 
Senate l\Iajority \'.'hip Rob - lfuthc investi,c:ation of the 

crt C. Byrd <D-W.Va.), one of: hug;ting for President Xixon,,· 
the leaders of the lllOH' to r.ill i Dc, 111 Imel recommended that 
Dean took the Senate floor to' :,not!ier of the Watergate eon
deno~nce the White Hou se for I spirators - former \rhiLe

1 claiming executive privi!r ge , lJouse :dde G. Gordon Liddy 
"in such a questionable are,1." 1-lw hired as counsel for the 

"Mr. Dean's testimony \Jc. I Commillee for the Re-declion 
fore the Judiciary Committee J of the President. 
is vital to any considered, rol· 11 D,·,l!l's refusal to testifv was 
lective commit1ee jud gment / contained in a two-paragraph 
~n the proper conduct of the J<:tter to Judiciary Committee 
FBI investi.gation of the I 'Chairman James 0. EaHland 

Sec Glt.\Y, AS, Col. 1 <D-:lliss.l. a supporter of the 
________ • _____ L. Grny nomination. Dean did of· 

I
' fer to n•ply in writing to the 

" • ' r rt East land described as "better 
Gil\ y· F o Al ] committee's questions, which 

Watergate break-in and :llr., !than getting nothing." 
Gray's fitness to be di>·cctor 0 ([ I Howev,·r. utlwr memhers of 
the bureau," Byrd said. Ile'! the 9-tu-7 Democratic majority 
added: Ion the committee were under- · 

"Withotit the testinwny o[ 1\lr. J stood to be unanimous in re
Dean relating to these and many i jecting Dean's offer, and He· 
utt1er unJ'Csolvcd q11est1011s. thc 1 publican Charles ~k. :\lathias: 
Judiciarv Committee has he- ' (11-:\!d.) was also · expected to ; 
ft,re it a record that is inl'Oll\·' reject it. ·: 
,,J, te ... . The Senute ou.~hl to Sen. John L. l\!Clcllan (D· · 
1-p, use to give i ts consent to .-\rk.i, wlio \\ith i\Iathias holds 

. th~ nomination.'' the crucial swing votes on the . 
Sen . Birch B,1yh ( D-Incl. l. cumrnit tee, said Dcan·s offer 

who during the confirmation to stq,ply written answers "is . 
lic:1rings has praised Gruy's lll'I'· just not sufficcnt for the com -
1·onar integrity while question- mittee's need to interrogate · 
inu whether he allowed thel wit1ws<'s." 
\'.'!tile House to interfere with. ~lf'Ckllan ~aid that he has 
tl~(' F'BI'$ \\"..itcrg:.ite prut,e. s~dd nut mc.H!C' up his mind whether 
he now thinks t he rnmmillc'c to ,·o,c for or :i~:1i11-t the nom -, 
~'iould rejc<:t the nomin ,1ti, ,n. in~:ticnl of Ct°ay~ \•; ho has pC'cnJ 
Da, h oh;l'r,·e1l: "I thin:; the :,•·tin:~ rlin 'etur of ti1c 1-'G[ sineel 
Prc,iclcnl h:i; don<' a ~n·:it dis- .\l;,y 2. rnn . 
s•·n·i,·e to ;\lr. (~ray liy i-cfu :-;in g· ~- ,_ ;. . ... 
to arow ~Ir. Oc•an to :ippe:ir." 

1'hc ({\J\ • . .,ti,)n of JJi..•:111's c.1p
pearn11ce bel ,.,re tile l'Omm~tlce1 
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' A spokesman fol' :\lathias I That special investigating1 nominee again on the witness I 
.said the :\laryland senator too committee, · headed by Sen. I' stand. I 
has not decided how he will fi. Sam J. Ervin (D-.N'.C.), is not , It was also announced that 1 
nally vote on the nomination. !scheduled to make its final re-1call pean _as a . witness. in I 

A spokesman for Hugh Scott port until next February . i Grays conf1rmat1on hearings· , 
(R-Pa), the Senate i\Iinorityl Leaders of the mo\'ement to I have argued that unless Dean I 
Leader, said that, ''If the ma- testifies Gray's qualifications, Thomas Lumbard, a former as-, 
jority ,~ants to ~ursuc the I cannot be ernluatt-cl until the sistant U.S. attorney here who I 
matter in. good fa1th-rathei·:Ervin committee has made its was scheduled to appear before1 
~han making waves - theY;final report. th ·tt t d h·d '. 
I Id t I · 1·1· · , e comm1 ee yes er av a 

s 1ou accep t us o . '.'!'.· . I If those Democrats cannot : . . . · ' ' 
"Under the restrict ions of : win the ei oht \'Otes necessary : declined to test1f,1,. 

executi\'e pr iv i I e g c, l\Ir. it 0 bloek tl~e Gl'ay nomination( Lumbard, who provided 
Dean's offer is a pretty goo!! ! olitri .ght, they are expected to 

I 
volunteer legal ad\'ice last 

deal for the committee.". he! attempt to hold it in -abeyance i year to the White House on 
added. "?.lr. Gray's nomrna- i until nfter the Ervin commit- · . f' h 'd 
· ·ct · 1 , . campaian mances as sa1 t10_n as. a pre~, ent1a .. ap- i tee has completed 1ts work . . :, . ' " 

pomtee 1s before the Judiciary, Success in this, members of that Dean and \11 atergate bu,,
Committec, not the \Yatergate/ i both parties have said, would ging conspirator G. Gordon , 
case .. The Select. Committee prnbably force the President Liddy worked closely together 
unammous!y ap1~01nted b~ _the .. , 'to w.ith<!raw the nomination. in 'the . months before, the 
Senate to 1m·esttgate pohtical l\leanwhile, Ea~tland an- . . . . 
espionage. is the place to ex- :nounced the hearings on Gray's break-1~ at Democratic N at10n
amine the Water;zate c:ase-jnomination will resuine at al National headquarters on 
not the Judiciary Committee ." 110:30 a.m. Tuesday with the June 17, 1972. ·-- ----· -·- --~- ·-· .. - ..... 
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60. On March 15, 1973 the President held a press conference, 

He stated he would adhere to his decision not to allow Dean to testify 

before the Congress even if it meant defeat of Gray's nomination as 

Director of the FBI, because there was "a double privilege, the lawyer

client relationship, as well as the Presidential privilege." He also 

stated that he would not be willing to have Dean sit down informally 

and let Senators question him, but Dean would provide all pertinent 

information. 

60.1 

Page 

President Nixon news conference, March 15, 1973, 
9 Presidential Documents 271-73 .•••.•.•••.•.•••.•••• 898 
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:n l,t:half L'f foitcc children, so tk1t they r,ny crtjtly the 
sound development that comes from a full and happy 
family life. 

hundred Stc·venty-th:-ee, 3.nd of th:: Indr.:penciencc of the 
United States of America the one hundred ninety-s<!venth. 

RICHARD N1xo:-

Ir,; WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
lh:s 14-th day of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regi;ter, 3:04 p.m., 
1'!arch l?, !9731 

I THE 

l 
PRESIDENT'S NE\VS CONFERENCE OF 

MARCH 15, 1973 

UNITED STATES LL\ISON OFFICE IN PEKING 

THE PRESIDENT. Ladies and gentlemen, I have an announcement with 
regard to our Liaison Office in Peking. 

The office will open approximately on May 1, and An1bassador 
David Bruce will be the Chief of the Liaison Office. In the office will be 
approximately a total complement of 20 ( 30), of whom 10 will be at 
what we call the expert level; the others, of course, for the support level. 

The two top assistants, top deputies to Ambassador Bruce-how
ever, we should note, I call him Ambassador, but his title ""·ill be Chief 
of the Liaison Office-will be Mr. Jenkins from the State Department, 
who, as you know, is one of our top experts on Chinese-American rela
tions in State; and Mr. Holdridge from the NSC [National Security 
Council], who is_the.:top man in the NSC advising in this area there. 

We selected these two men because Mr. Jenkins and Mr. Holdridge 
not only are experts in Chinese-they are bilingual, incidentally, in both 
Chin~se and American; they speak well; in fact I remember both assisted 
in translations when I have been there-but in addition to that, they are 
men who have from the beginning been participating in the new initiative 
between the People's Republic and the United States. They have accom
panied me on my trip, and they have accompanied Dr. Kissinger on 
his trips. 

A word about why Ambassador Bruce was selected. ·we called him 
out of retirement because I thought it was very important to appoint a 
man of great stature to this position. The Chinese accepted that view 
themselves, and we expect soon to hear from them as to the appointment 
of the man they will have as his opposite number here in ·w?~<;hington. 
Another reason that I selected Ambassador Bruce ,,,as because of his 
great experience. All of you know that he has been Ambassador to Britain 
and Ambassador to Germany, Ambassador to France, and also headed 
our delegation in Paris in the Vietnam talks in 1971 and '72, in the early 
part of '72. 

A third reason, perhaps, has even greater significance. l\fany of you 
in this room were on the trip to China, and sometimes I suppose the feel
ing must have developed, "\Vell, this is a one-shot deal." I never con
sidered it that, and all of you who reported on it did not consider it that. 
It was the beginning, we trust, of a longer journey, a journe}· in which 
we ,, ill have our differences, but one in \\·hich the most populous nation 
in the world and the United States of America can \\·ork together where 
il1,:i, i11tcrests cnincick for the cz1usc nf peace :me! better relations in the 
Pacific and in the world. 

Volvm'! 9-NombA-r 11 
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!"1 is n·~~C1"SSJYY r'.1~·,t ilti;\ }v,: tl1!·}·r·fr1!·r:, a h:p:ut~san cnt~:r~;ris,-.: in the 
!1i.2;hcst :::.en::c of the \YunL 

l\Ir. Bruce, as you knuw, while he has not been engaged in partisan 
politics, as such, is a Democrat. He has served four Presidents with equal 
distinction, Democratic Prcsicknts as well as Republicans. And we bdieve 
that appointing him as head of the ddcgation ir;clicatcs our intc:ntinn that 
this initiative will continue in the future, \\·hether the Presidency is c;ccu
pied by a Democrat or a Republicar :. Of course, I am not making any 
predictions as to what will happen when I leave. 

But that is the end of my announcement. 'We will now go to your 
questions. l\fr. Risher. 

QUESTIONS 

TESTl:\fO:S:Y O:!' WH[TE HOUSE COUNSEL BEFORE 

CONGRESSIONAL CO~fMITTEE 

Q. Mr. President , do you plan to stick by your deci
sion not to allow Mr. Dean to testify before the Congress, 1 

even if it means the defeat of Mr. Gray's nomination? 

Tmc; PRESIDENT. I have noted some speculation to the 
effect that the Senate might hold Mr. Gray as hostage to a 
decision on Mr. Dean. I can.not believe L'lat such respon
sible Members of the United States Senate would do that, 
because as far as I am concerned, my decision has been 
made . 

I answered that question rather abruptly, you recall, the 
last time it was asked by one of the ladies of the press 
here. I did not mean to be abrupt, I simply meant to be 
firm. · 

Mr. Dean is Counsel to the White House. He is also 
one who was counsel to a number of people on the \Vhite 
House Staff. He has, in effect, what I would call a double 
privilege, the lawyer-client relationship, as well as the 
Presidential privilege. 

And in terms of privilege, I think we could put it an
other way. I consider it my con~titutional responsibility 
to defend the principle of separation of powers. I recog-. 
ni.ze that many Members of the Congress disagree with my 
interpretation of that responsibility. 

But while we are talking on that subject-and I will go 
on :,.t some length here because it may anticipate some of 
your other questions-I am very proud of the fact that in 
this :\dministration we have been more forthcomino- in 
tem1s cj[ the relationship between the executive, th~ White 
House, awl the Congress, than any administration in my 
memory. \V c have not drawn a curtain down and said 
that th,:rc could be no information furnished by members 

1 S,:-,~ p.1:?t: '.25.J of rhis tssue. 

of the White House Staff became of their special rela
tionship to the President. 

All we have said is that it must be under certain cir
cumstances, certain guidelines, that do not infringe upon 
or impair the separation of powers that are so essential to 
the survival of our system. 

In that connection, I might say that I had mentioned 
previously that I was once on the other side of the fence, 
but what I am doing here in this case is cooperating with 
the Congress in a way that I asked the then Presiqent, Mr. 
Truman, to cooperate with a committee of the Congress 
25 years ago and in which he refused. 

I don't say that critically of him now-he had his rea
sons, I have mine. But what we asked for in the hearings 
on the Hiss case-and all of you who covered it, like Bill 
Theis and others, will remember-what we a~ked for wa5 
not that the head of the FBI or anybody from the White 
House Staff testify. There was very widespread informa
tion that there was a report of an investigation that had 
been made in the Administration about the Hiss case. We 
asked for that report. We asked for the FBI information 
with regard to that report. 

And 1fr. Truman, the day we started our investigation, 
issued an executive order in which he ordered e,·erybcdy 
in the executive department to refuse to cooperate with 
the committee under any circumstances.' The FBI refused 
all information. We got no report from · the Department 
of Justice. And we had to go forward and break the case 
ourselves. 

We did. And, to the credit of the Administration, after 
we broke the case, they proceeded to conduct the prosecu
tion and the FBI went into iL 

I would like to say, incidcntall!f, that I talked to ~Ir. 
Hom·er at th,1t time. It was with reluctmcc that he did 
not tum over that infom1ation-reluctance, becau,e he 

:i Se~ PllbEc Papers of t!:tt" Prc~~dr_;:1u. J[arry S. Truma:1~ 1943 
n,!un~e~ lt::m l 70['r]. 

V-:,fom~ 9-f'lumb~r 1 I ,.-/ 
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felt that the information, tl'lc investigation they had c:on
dud ~'d _, \v "~L-; \.Ti~/ pt~rfrri::nt to ·s! .. t;lt th e r (,rnu:\t.t,:,: \Vi' ." 

doing. 
Now, I thought tliat decision w;is wron~. And so when 

thi, i\dmini str,ttiou has come in , I have alwars imistcd 
that we should cooperate with Member.; of the Congre;;s 
and with the committ ees of the Congr ess. And that is 
whv we have furnished information. But, howe\'er, I am 
not going to have the Coumd to the Pr esident of the 
Ui;itcd State s testify in a formal sc;;sion for the Congrc.:;s. 
I-r,.,•.,.:.::ver, t\J r. f) ean \vill [u!·:1ish in forrn a t!on ,vh cn an y 
of i1. is n:qu cstcd, p rovided it is per tin<::nt to the investiga
tion. 

Q. l\fr. l're.sident, would you then he willing to have 
wir. Dean sit down inform;ill}' and let some of the Senators 
question him, as the)' have with Dr. Kissinger? 

THE PRESIDENT. N'o, that is quite a different thing . 
In fact, Dr. Kiss:nger, Mr . Ehrlichman, as you know, not 
only informally meet with Members of the Congr.:ss on 
matters of substance, the sa:ne is true with membas of 
the press. As you know, Dr. Kissinger meets with you 
ladies and gentlemen of the press and answers questions 
on matters of substance. 

In this case, where we have the relatiomhip that we 
have with Mr. Dean and the President of the United 
States~his Counsel-that would not be a proper way to 
handle it. He will, however-the important thing is, he 
will furnish all pertinent information. He will be com
pletely forthcoming--something that other Administra
tions have totally refused to do until we got here. And I 
am very proud of the fact that we arc forthcoming, and I 
would respectfully suggtst that Members of the Congress 
might look at that record as they decide to test it. 

CEASE-FIRE VIOLATIONS IN VIETNAM 

Q. :Mr. President, can you say, sir, how concerned you 
are about the reports of cease-fire violations in Vietnam? 

TnE PP.ESID£NT. \"{ ell, I am concerned about the 
cease-fire violations. As you ladies and gentlemen will re
call, I have consistently pointed out in meeting with you, 
th3t we would expect violations because of the nature of 
the war, the guerrilla nature, and that even in Korea, in 
which we do not have a guerrilla war, we still have vio
lations. They recede every year, but we 'still have them 
long-15, 20 years-after the war is over. 

In the case of these violations, we are concerned about 
them on two scores. One, because they occur, but hrn, 
we arc concerned because of another violation that could 
lead to, we think, rather serious consequences-we do not 
believe it will; we hope that it will not--and that is the 
reports th at you ladies and gentlemen ha,·e been recei,·
ing from your colleagues in Vietnam with regard to 
infiltration. 

You will m,te that there have been report s of infiltra
::<Jil Ly t/J;: i~or ~h \lictn;Hn t :i<; int0 So 1~th \ ' i!:t.n;,!n of 

equipment exceeding the arnount s that were agre ~d upon 
in the ,cttlr:mtnt . 

Now, sornc C')L1ip;, 1cnt can come in - -in other wore!.,, 
repbu:mcnt equipmc:nt, but no new equipment, nothing 
which step, up the capacity of the North Vietnamese or 
the Vietcong to wage war in th e South. No new equip
ment is allowed under the agreement. 

Now, as far as that concern is concerned, particu!arlr 
on the infiltr at i!>n- that is th e more im? o;t :rnt point, 
rznbcr than the <:ea.-;c-l!n.: \·!olation.:,; which ;..,-e th ink

1 
over 

a period of time, will be reduced-but in term s of the 
infiltration, I am not going to say publicly what we have 
~aid. 

I will only suggest this: that we have informed the 
Xorth Vietnamese of our concern about this infiltration 
and of what we believe it to be, a violation of the cease
fire, the cease-fire and the peace agreement. Our concern 
has also been expressed to other interested parties. And 
I would only suggest that based on my actions over the 
past 4 years, that the North Vietnamese should not lightly 
disregard such expressions of concern, when they are 
made, with regard to a violation. That is all I will say 
about it. 

Q. Mr. President, in connection with this matter, there 
is a report also that not just equipment, but a new infusion 
of North Vietnamese combat personnel have been intro
duced into Sou:h Vietnam, which is apart from just 
equipment. Can you confirm this? Is this partly what you 
are talking about? 

THE PRESIDENT. Mr. Theis, the reports that we get 
with regard to infiltration, as you know, are always either_ 
too little or too late or too much. And I am not going to 
confirm that one, except to say that we have noted the 
report having been made. \Ve, however, are primarily 
concerned about the equipment, because as far as the 
personnel are concerned, they could. be simply replace
ment personnel. 

Q. Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDE.NT. Go ahead, you are up in front. 

Q. Sir, why have we not gone through the ICCS 
[International Commission of Control and Supervision] 
to complain about this infiltration? 

THE PRESIDENT. The ICCS is being used, As you 
know, there are some probkins . there. The Canadiaru 
have expressed considerable conccrr{ about the fact that 
they don't want to be on a commission which is not being 
effectively used, and we will continue through the ICCS 
and any other body that we can effectively appeal to, 
to attempt to get action there. I can only answer in 
that way at thi, point. 
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61. On or about March 16, 1973 E. Howard Hunt met with Paul 

O'Brien, an attorney for CRP. Hunt informed O'Brien that commitments 

had not been met, that he had done "seamy things" for the White House, 

and that unless he received $130,000 he might review his options. On 

March 16, 1973 Hunt also met with Colson's lawyer, David Shapiro. 

According to Colson, Hunt requested of Shapiro that Colson act as 

Hunt's liaison with the White House, but was told that that was impossible. 

61.1 Paul O'Brien testimony, Watergate Grand Jury, 
January 24, 1974, 27-30 (received from Watergate 

Page 

Grand Jury) . •.•.•...•.•...•.•.•.•.•.•.•.......•.•.•. 902 

61.2 E. Howard Hunt testimony, Watergate Grand Jury, 
July 17, 1973, 87-95 (received from Watergate 
Grand Jury) ..•.•.•.•.•.•...•.•.•...•.•.• ..........•.• 906 

61.3 E. Howard Hunt testimony, Watergate Grand Jury, 
January 29, 1974, 63-71 (received from Watergate 
Grand Jury) .•...•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•...•...•.•. 915 

61.4 Charles Colson draft statement prepared for 
delivery to SSC, September 1973, 37-38 (received 
from SSC) . •.•.•.•.•.•••.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•. .•. 924 
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LJ\I 27 

Q In substance did he say that he wasn't going to 

2 , assu..~e responsibilty for it or did not regard himself as havina 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

responsibility? 

Yes, he did. 

Q What did he say about having talked with Mr. Moore 

that gave you the impression that Mr. Y!Dore had brought up 

the subject with Hr. !-Iitchell? 

A I was under the impression that Mr. Moore could 

have even possibly been in l1r. Hitchell 's office when I called 

him, although I'm not certain, but he indicated specifically 

t!1at Mr. Moore had been there and that he had talked with hin 

and that this subject had been brought up and he had made his 

position clear to Mr. Moore. CQ Now on or about March 16th, 1973, did you have a 

ng with Mr. Hunt? 

A I did. 

Q Can you tr:11 the Grand Jury how that came about? 

A I received a telephone call from Mr. Bittman who 

indicated that his client was extremely upset, that he had 

received word that he was going to be sentenced on the 23rd 

of March, if that's a Friday, and that he was attempting to 

put his affairs in order and to take care of such matters as 

have to be taken care of regarding his children and his so-

called commitments had not been met and that it was imperative 

241 
that I come to his office and discuss the matter with 1'-~r. Runt 

2s I 
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9 

10 
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12 
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14 

15 

16 

17 

18 
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20 
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22 

23 

6.1.1 PAUL O'BRIEN TESTJMONY, JANUARY 24, 1974, WATERGATE 
GRAND JURY, 27-30 

~ J .. ~. "V" L.J . 28 

,.:ho was at that time there. 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Did you go ov(~r to Hr. Bittman' s office? 

Reluctantly, yes. 

Did you thereafter meet alone with Hr. Bunt? 

I did. 

How did it happen that you met with Mr. 'Hunt alone? 

I went to nr. Bittman's office and Hr. Bittman was 

on the telephon· at the time. :r suggested that Mr. Bittr.1an 

accompany me. He was busy and said, •co talk to him. He 4 s 

going to tell you the sar~e thing I've told you." 

I do not recall whether it was at the end of the 

hall that Hr. Bittman wai3 on, but it was either in ¥.r. Mittleris 

office - he was out of the office that day -- or in a small 

conference room~ but it was in another room that I met with 

~..r. Hunt. 

Q 

A 

BY ?.m. BEN-V'E1:USTE: 

What did Hr. Hunt tell you? 

Mr. Hunt went over essentially the same ground: thai 

his commitments hadn't b1:?en met, that he was going to be sen-

tenced. He seemed partii:~ularly disturbed and agitated. 

I told him that I didn't have anything to do with 

his comnitments, that I was sorry but I didn't think that I 

could help him. 

l!e had no intention of letting me out on that basis. 

He • .. ;cnt on and stated that he had $60 ,ooo in legal fees out-

{903) 



61.1 PAUL O'BRIEN TESTIMONY, JANUARY 24, 19?4, WATERGATE 
GRAND JURY 2?-30 . 

UV 
29 

1 standing, and he madf! a demand for $130,000. It is r.1y 

2 recollection that it was sixty and seventy thousand total. 

3 During the cou!'.'se of the conversation he indicated 

4 that he had done -- the word he u_sed was "seeny" things --

5 for the Uhite House. He instructed me to pass this inforr.iatior 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

on to ar. Dean and he indicated that these things didn't happcr 

if these things didn't happen he would have to review his 

options. 

In addition, during the course of the conversation 

I indicated to him agaL~, as r said, that I was po~erless in 

this situation, that I thought he had best contact his friend 

Mr. Colson or someone else who could assist him. 

Q What was his reaction to that? 

A There was so~e indication that he had been in con-

tact with Mr. Colson and he really didn't give a damn about my 

suggestion. He was just telling me what to do at that stage. 

Q Was there any other inference from his statement 

that he would have to review his options, made in conjunction 

with his statement about having done seemy things, which led 

you other than to the conclusion that he .was threatening to 

publicly make some sort of statement unless his demands were 

met? 

A I've got to be frank and tell you at the time that 

the peripheral aspects of his convers~.tions, such as the see."'y 

cbingt; ahd .. revieH bis option'', didn't hit me \."ith that 
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1 particular ir::ract. I had never had anyone make a personel 

2 deraand on me for over a hundred thousand dollars. I nean it 

3 wasn't just that somebody approached me a dime for a cup of 

4 coffee. 

5 Frankly it sort of sent ne right up the wall. I 

6 just wanted out of there. 

7 Q Did Mr. Hunt indicate that you ought to convey this 

8 message to !tr. Dean? 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

A 

Q 

A 

reiterated 

Q 

A 

He did. 

Now after you left the offi.ce what did you do? 

I stopped back past Mr. Bittman's office and I 

the essense of the conversation. 

h.,hat did Mr. Bittman say? 

He said, "I indicated to you that V.r. Hunt was 

15 1extremely agitated and upset and he was going to do this." 

16 ~ was about it. I then departed. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

Q Did you then repeat what ?l'..r. Uunt had told you to 

Mr. Dean? 

A I did. 

Q When was that? 

A As far as I recall, immediately following the meat-

ing. 

BY MR. FRAHPTON: 

Q Now Mr. O'Brien, you me!ltioned before a meeting 

which you had on about november 28t.h or 29th \-;ith Hr. Bittman 

DV 
(905) 
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Q\j 
The issue of et~cr or no::: ·.c was sufficiently re-

covered from the shock of my wife's death to stand trial I 

think had been resolved by that time. 

4 Q All right. Did you ever say to anyone, that t,1ight 

5 have been picked up by Mr. O'Brien, that you thought a good way 
I 

to hP.rrdle this or, in substance, the w~y to handle this -- you 

hnd a psychiatrist, by the way, who was ~,illing to testify 

you were unable to stand trial, isn't that a fact? 

that 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

·141 
151 

] (i I 1 

I! 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

No, sir. 

You did not have such a psychiatrist? 

No, sir. 

You didn't have a psychiatrist? 

No, sir, I did not. 

Okay. 

I was examined by a Government psychiatrist. 

Only a Govermnent psychiatrist? 

Ii II A 

-:--tr~ 
Only a Government psychiatrist. 

lK ii Q Okay. Now, then, you did have a conversation with 
i' 

rn !! Mr. O'Brien, Mr. Paul O'Brien, about the middle of March, 1973 
! ; 

did you not? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Where did this conversation take place? 

; 

A It took place in the law offices of Hogan and Hartson.. 

:!5 j. 

Q 

A 

That's the firm Mr. Bittman. is a member of? 

Yes, sir. 

(906) 
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';!he was present at that conversation \;ith yoa an<l 

I, Only the two of us. 

Q During this conversation did you say, in essence, to 

Mr. O'Brien, first, you apologized for putting him\in the middle, 

and then explained that you only had a certain nu:nber of days 

in which to get your affairs in order and that, again, commit-

ments had been made but had not been kept? 

words, in substance? 

Did you say those 

A In substance, yes, sir. 

Q In substanc~, to Mr. O'Brien? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And did you say you'd done a number of "seamy" things 

for the Whit:e House? 

A 

Q 

A 

I may very well have, yes, sir. 

Well, to the best of your recollection, did you? 

Yes, sir. In the context that I wanted him and his 

1s1\ principals to -- to remind him and his principals that Watergatr 

·1 
I!1 l1 was not the only activity that I had engaged in for them. 

Ii 
:lO \ Q And you used the word to describe the nature of those 

21 I activities, such as "seamy"? 

~ I A Yes, sir. 

<>:J -1 Q And you told him to deliver that message, that you ha? 

::t \\ done a number of "seamy" things for the White House, and t:hat 

~51\if something didn't happen -- referring to your commitment, the 

(907) 
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Did 

you make statcme~ts, in substance, to that effect, to Mr. 

O'Brien? 

A 

Q 

A 

Can we break that down in two parts, sit? 

Yes, sir. 

Would you go ir.to the first half of that? I would 

7 like to respond directly to that in one conte~t. 

8 Q Well, why don't you just go ahead and tell us how 

you put it. Tell us the conversation you had with Hr. O'Brien 

10 in the offices of Hogan and Hartson-in the middle of March, 

11 1973. 

12 A I did not tell Hr. O'Brien to deliver any messages. 

1:3 That is one part I want to answer specifically. 

·14 Q Well, did you think Mr. O'Brien -- why were you telli;ng 
I 

15 him this, 

1 (j 

I 
I 

1, I _\, 
lti ;l 

!, 

l!I II 
ii 

20 ii 
21 IJ sir. 

22 i 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

21 I Mr. Hunt? 

,,4 ! A 

~ \I 
25 .! -ears. 

ii 

then? 

Because I knew that he was a middleman of sorts. 

You knew he would deliver messages, didn't you? 

Pardon me? 

You l<new he would deliver the message? 

I didn't know that he would deliver the message, no, 

Were you saying this just to stop with Mr. O'Brien> 

I was hoping that, eventually, it would reach some 

(908) 
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!I 
l ii 

'I 
2 l,1' 

a 
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5 

(i 

' 
8 

9 

]0 

11 

90 

Q (.lk.::y. '.~o what QV. sayin z is you didn't 

so many word s , I want you to deliver a mescage? 

A Precisely. He deprecated his role to me very much. 

He said he only saw people occasionally; that he was just a 

middle man; he had no influence; he was glad to meet with me, 

on that basis, so long as I understood, this sort of thing. 

Q A 11 right. Now, I certainly don't want, at any ti r.:c: 

during the course of this interview and I've told you this 

before, haven't I, Mr. Hunt? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Anything but the truth from you, right? Nothing but 

12 . the truth, at all? 

13 A Yes, sir. 

14 Q And I don't want to put any words in your mouth at 

15 all. You understand that? 

l!i A And I don't want Mr. O'Brien to put words into my 

mouth. 

Q And I don't want Mr. 0 1 Brien to put words in your 

mouth. Now, would you prefer to go through what you told Mr. 

O'Brien in the middle of March, 1973? 

A To the best of my recollection, yes, sir. 

Q Yes, sir. 

A Yes, si:::-. I had asked specifically for the meeting 

with Mr. O'Brien because I was within a few days of sentencin g . 

I was in a very depressed physical and, certainly, mental 

(909) 
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91 

1 j! I C'.):;J_;_tion. My wife ha<l been k:2-1:.:d ::.n December; I was co-..:::ing 

21 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

!l 

10 

11 

12 

ur; fo,:- sentencing very shortly; r."ly financial position was 

extremely uncertain; I had no idea of what kind of sentence 

Judge Sirica might meet out. 

Q Now> what I'm interested in is what you said to Mr. 

O'Brien. I do understand that,position. 

A I covered all these matters with him. 

Q Then what I read to you, the substance of that con-

versation with the exception, then» that you didn't say>· 1,
1 I 

want you to deliver a message~" 

A 

Q 

So far, yes., sir. 

Now., with the word "seamy" things for the White House, 

13 did you mention any name ther·e? 

14 

15 

l(j 

Ii 

18 

1·• I, . II 
20 

21 

')'> . _,. 

2~ 

24 

:.15 

A 

Q 

I never knew who he was dealing with. 

No. In respect to the "seamy 0 thing> did you mentioLl 

any name? 

A I may have said Dean. I may have concluded that he 

was dealing with John Dean. 

Q You did the 11 seamy" things for Dean? 

A No, sir. 

Q All right. Did you mention anyone's name for whom 

you had done these "seamy" things in the White House? 

A I read press accounts that I said Ehrlichman. I did 

not say Ehr lichman. 

Q Forget the press accounts. What do you recollect 

(910) 
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you said? 

A I have no recollection that I put a name on it. I 

said, "I have done a number.of seamy things for the White 

House." The context, being that they should take these into 

consideration as added reason for their obligations to me to 

help me out of my present plight, which has frightened me to 

death. 

Q You rave no present recollection of hav_ing mentionec 

:Mr. Ehrlichman's name in the course of that? 

A 

Q 

No, sir, I do not. 

Very well. Nm-1, we understand that what: you've beer 

testifying to here today is not something from press reports, 

right? 

A 

Q 

Correct. 

What you testified here today is the trUth, as well 

Iii as you know. Not what you've heard £rcim any press reports? 

li 

18 

A 

Q 

Yes, sir. 

And no one in here has tried to get you to say any-

l!l thing about press reports, you understand that? 

A 

Q 

Perfectly. 

Did he say to you -- did Mr. O'Brien respond to you 

. 2:! about why you didn't contact some of your friends rather than 

:: : r,oing through him? 

A 

Q 

He was rather specific about it. 

What did he say? 

(911) 
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1, E2 ;:>.:'..J, a 6ain -- he assumed a s2lf-<leprecatory role 

and st.'.J.tecl tha2: it2 ,,as a man of little or no influence. He 

was a message o'rri..er. A middle man, if you will. 

He said, "Chuck Colson ifl your friend. Why don't yo~ 

5 write him a memorandum?" 

G Q What did you say with respect to that? You've alread~ 

'/ had one conversation with Mr. Colson. You told him about the 

8 "ready". What did you say? What did you say in response to 

!) that'l 

10 A I believe -- first of all, I believed that Mr. O'Brien 

11 was a man who was involved with Mr. Mitchell. 

12 . 

13 

14 

15 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Now, what did you say to him? 

So, against that background -

Yes? 

-- I believed Mr. O'Brien to be a Mitchell man rather 

Hi than a Colson man. I felt that what he wanted was something 

17 ., 

rn I 
I 

rn 11 
d 
I! 

20 Ii 

21 I 
I 

9,, I 
--1.1 
21 I 

Ii 

241 
'.25 : 

" 

on the record that could involve Mr. Colson. And so I don't 

believe I gave him a direct response. 

To the best of my recollection, I gave him something 

that I could -- I said, "On the other hand, Chuck hasn't been 

involved so far. I don't see any reason to involve him now." 

Q All right. Now, did this conversation with Mr. O'Brien 

oct:ur about the middle of March, about a week prior to your 

scheduled sentencing? Is that the best of your recollection? 

A Approximately, yes, sir. 

(912) 
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1 Q /rnd you said t hat your coror-,,i tments lind r:ot bec-:1 1:, e t 

., 
- ' and you mentioned that you'd done a nu:nber of "sear.1y" t hi r.b s 

31 

41 

for the White House; and if the commitments weren't met, you 

might have to review the alternatives. Correct? 

5 A I would put it a different way, sir, to the best of 

GI my recollection. That I said that the commitments had not 

7 I been kept and, accordingly, if I were suddenly to become e 

8 

9 

very poor man, that t would no longer have options available 

to me which were currently available. 

10 Q And did you mention "seamy" things you had done for 

11 the White House? 

12 A I had done that previously. 

13 Q But in the same conversation? 

14 A Yes. I had done seamy things for the White House, 

15 yes,, period. 

](i Q And that if the commitments weren't met,, and you 

I, \iwould become a poor man, you might 

1
-. I i .. . . 

have to review the alter-

h ,•nat ves, 
i 

l 'l i: . I! 
!t 
!l 

A 

20 ii Q 

And see what other steps1 could be taken on my behalf. 

Now, a few days thereafter, you received a package, 
II I, 

21 i\didn It 

\1 
you? 

9,, ij A 
-- \I 
') ·) .1 Q _,, i: 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

How much was in that package? 

$75,000. 

That was the last package you've received to date? 

{913) 
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Yes, sir. I also, at th~t time in the conversation Ji 
-11' wi.th 1,-;:-. O'Brien, told him specifically what my legal fees had 
3

1 amounted to, at that time. 

4 

5 

G 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12. 

Q You said, as a matter of fact, you counted up to 

about $70,000 living expenses and $60,000 legal fees, somethin~ 

like that'l 

A Whatever it was. 

Q 

A 

Q 

Does that sound about right? 

I would guess 50 or 60. 

And a few days after this conversation with Mr. 

'you rece~ved a packag. e of cash a.mounting to $75,0007 

A Yes, sir~ 

13 I Q Okay. Now, Mr. Frampton is going to question you 

14 

15. 

Hi 

17 I 
18 I 

·1911 
jl 

:wll 
21 I 

. 22 I 
2:i.l 

I, 

,,4 I 

:51 
l ! 

about some deliveries of money, okay? 

Yes, sir. A 

Q And then you'll be excused for the time being. I'm 

going to meet our good friend, Mr. Glanzer, so would you all 

excuse me, and then I'll see you all back at 2:00 this after

noon. Thank you very much for your patience, members of the 

Grand Jury; and, Mr. Hunt, I'll talk to you later. Okay'l 

A Yes, sir • 

Q Excuse me. One thint; before I go, if I rnay. I'll 

show you what has been marked for identification as Grand Jury 

Exhibit EHH-2, 7/17/73, and I'll ask you if you recognize that 

A I recognize it. 

(914) 
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DV 

BY MRS. VOLNER: 

IQ Now, the reason that you requested the meeting with 

IMr. O'Brien was to relay to him, number one, a demand for a 

sum of money in excess of $100,000 and, secondly, to tell 

him th a t otherwise you were going to reveal the seamy things 

NOTE: THIS PAGE CONTAINED THE ABOVE DELETION r/HEN IT WAS RECEIVED BY THE 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY . 

(915) 
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64 

that you had done for Hr. Ehrlichman, is thet not correct? 

A Well, I've gone over this a good many times. I 

know repetition is the name of the game. I thought that, 

with inprisorunent approaching, it was highly essential th a t 

if any of these commitments were going to be kept, that they 

be kept then and there. 

And I mentioned to Mr. O'Brien, en passant, that 

other things had been done at the White House in the past 

and my feeling was that if anybody was going to be the reci

pient of White House largesse, if you will, it should be 

those who put their necks . on the line for those people before. 

But I don't think that any quid pro quo is explicitly in thert. 

I don't know what Kr. O'Brien's perception of the meeting was. 

Q You've already told Mr. Colson, in November, that 

15 you were protecting the people who were involved in the Weter-

16 . gate break-in, and now you're telling Mr. O'Brien that there 

17 are people involved in other seamy things besides the Water-

18 gate break-in, and you're asking for money and you're saying, 

19 "I'll have to review my alternatives if I don't get that 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 I 

25 

money." And that can't mean anything · except that you!re 

going to reveal that unless they meet your demands :. for money. 

A Well, it's a manner of speaking, too. I review 

my alternatives, I review my options. What were my options? 

~ey were very damned slim. 

BY MR. BEN-VENISTE: 

ov (916) 
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Q That's ?recisely the point, is it not, Mr. Hunt? 
j 

Your option was either to continue to keep quiet or to t-1~ I G..---. I 
I 

And what you're saying is, wasn't it, that in the event that I 
they weren't prerared to meet your demands, you'd had enough 

and you were about ready to talk? 

A I knew all along that I was going to have to talk 

and, in fact, I began to talk within a very few days there-

after. Everyone knew that. 

Q That's not the point, Mr. Hunt. That's not the 

question. If everybody knew that, what was the point in 

mentioning that? Then you have no option. 
' . 
i 

concept of I 
had no option. i 

That's totally inconsistent with the 

option, if you were to suggest> now, that you 
: 
i 

A Well, that's a great White House phrase options i 
• i 

this, options that. 
i, 

It's a parlance I picked up. I was bei~ 

as vague 

Q It meant, did it not, that you were going to see 

whether or not you were going to talk? 

other interpretation than that? 

Does it have any 

A 

Q 

A 

I don't know how it was interpreted. 

Well, does it have any other interpretation? 

Well, the interpretation, again, I placed on it 

was that I had been involved in 11see .... -ay things" for the White 

House of which Hr. O'Brien might not be sware, and r:::y impli-

cation was that I, h,=:.virn; done this kind o!: work for the::? 

DV (917) 
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before, felt th a t they had, in effect, a double obligatiorr 

to me. 

Q That's the first half of it. But the second half 

of it is you will review your options if your demands aren't 

met. And what does that mean? 

A Well, it sort of meens what a parent says to a 

child. "If you don't bring home the car at 11:00 o'clock to

night, I'll have to give further consideration to our re

lationship." 

I mean, in other words, what does that mean ·really? 

It's just a form of speech, I think. 

Q You were ~:speaking to Mr. Shapiro as a parent does 

a child? 

A I would like to have. I didn't, though. 

Q And, indeed, you were speaking to Mr. Shapiro in 

a manner that gravely indicates concern. You were in dead 

earnest. 

l, 

Q 

Are we talking of M~. O'Brien or Mr. Shapiro now? 

I'm sorry. Mr. O'Brien, yes. And you're saying 

that you would have to review your options. You were saying, 

as a father might say to a child, "You can't have the car 

anymore. I'm going to do what you don't like me to do. I'm 

going to ;,:,unish you." Isn't that so'? 

A It's very hard for me to reconstruct my frame of 

mind then. DV 
(918) 
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i 
! 

Q In fact, the only thing you could punish with the...-. • 

was to tell the story -- to tell about the seamy things • . - I 
A Well, these people were well on top of the case, . I 

then. They knew .it was just a matter of ten days or two 

weeks before this was going to come before the Grand Jury. 

Q The point is, Mr. Hunt, we're dealing with a con-

versation, at this time, and we're asking you, under oath 

before this Grand Jury, if you can provide any other explana-

tion other than what the plain words mean that you would 

review your options. 

A Well, I know that at one point I was contemplating 

suicide. 

Q Mr. Hunt, that is not in your mind at the time. 

You were not threatening or stating to Mr. O'Brien, at this 

time, were you, that if these monies were not paid that you 

would cormnit suicide? 

A 

Q 

A 

No. 

You don't mean to seriously suggest that? 

No, I don't. But you're asking me now to project 

for you what was in my mi nd. This is one of the things that 

was in my mind. 

Q That had been i n your mind earlier but, at this 

time, you were saying to Mr. O'Brien, "Look, in addition to 

what: I know about Wa terg a te and the chain of cor.iroand, I've 

done a lot of thin gs for Mr. Ehrl i chrnan. 

(919) 
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.6s i 
To this extent, this is new information that you're 

conveying to Mr. O'Brien that, to your knowledge, he didn't 

know about before, and you were saying this in the context 

of making demands for s.n extraordinary amount of money but, 

in the face of your going away to jail and losing whatever 

bargaining position you had at that time, you clearly under

stood that that was the situation. That unless you got these 

connnitments acted on, at that time, that your chances were 

substantially diminishing in being able to argue your own 

case from jail later on. Isn't that right? 

A 

Q 

What do you mean? Arguing my case in jail? 

In respect to getting your commitments. In respect 

to getting your money. 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Oh. 

That was clearly foremost in your mind? 

Right. 

And in the same connection, you're telling him, now 

that you will review your options in the event that he's not 

responsive to your immediate demands. 

A He told me that he was impotent; that he was becom-

ing very ineffective; that he was really not the one that I 

should be talkin g to~ and so forth. 

Q Well, of course, you told him to pass on this de-

mand to Mr. Dean and tell Mr. Dean what it was. I 
A I don't thin k I knew that Mr. Dean was his principal, 

(920) 
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&9 

at that time. I said "to whomever." I don't believe Mr. 

O'Brien identified Mr. Dean. I could be wrong about that. 

Q So it's quite possible that if Mr. O'Brien recol-

lects that you said, "Pass it on to Mr. Dean," that Mr. 

O'Brien could be accurate in his recollection? 

A 

Q 

I beg your pardon, sir? 

That if Mr. O'Br ien recollects you said, "Pass it 
I 

on to Dean," that you wouldn't quarrel with that particularly 

A I wouldn't quarrel particularly with it. I would 

say that, at that juncture, I had no knowledge that John 

Dean was active in this thing, as he turned out to be. 

I presumed, all along, that O'Brien's principal ~as 

John Mi tche 11. 

Q And you were expecting it to be passed on to John 

Mitchell rather than Mr. Dean? 

A 

Q 

To the best of my current recollection, yes. 

But Mr. Ehrlichman was at the White House, where Mr 

Dean was, and Mr. Mitchell was up in New York on Wall Street
7 

at the time. 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Watergate. 

I didn't know where Mr. Mitchell was. 

Well, you knew where he wasn't. 

Did I'l 

ticn't you know he was no longer Attorney Genera? 

I didn't know that he wasn't living down at the 

DV 
(921) 
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Q 

A 

Q 

Well> you knew he wasn't in the White House? 

That's correct. 

70 . 

Now, going back to the initial question, Mr. Hunt, 

is there any other interpretation one could place other than 

the plain meaning when you said you would review your options 

other than the fact that unless they met your demands you 

would tell about the seamy things? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

I would like to consult with counsel on that point. 

THE FOREt'i.AN: Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS: With your permission. 

(Whereupon, the witness left the Gran 
Jury Room.) 

(Whereupon, the witness returned to 
the Grand Jury Room.) 

BY MRS . .VOLNER:: 

Mr. Hunt, have you had time talk to your attorney? 

I have. 

Are you now prepared to answer the question? 

I am. 

Would you answer the question, then? 

Could I trouble you to restate the question? 

BY MR. BEN-VENISTE: 

Q The question was one which has been restated several) 

. times, but, again, is there any other inter pretation other I 
than the clear meaning of the words that you would review I 
your options for alternatives other than that you would tell 

DV 
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about these so-called seamy.things unless they met your 

demands? 

A No. 

¥,.R. BEN-VENISTE: Thank you. 

BY MRS. VOLNER: 

71 

Q And what seamy things did you have in mind at the 

time, Mr. Hunt? 

A I was thinking about the Fielding episode -- things 

like that -- that were not integral with the Watergate itself 

Q 

A 

And what other things besides the Fielding break-in 

oh. I think most of the items that have come out 

subsequently. 

Q Can you tell the Grand .. Jury, please? 

A Well, we're casting back, now, . to just about a year 

ago. At that time, the Ellsberg thing -was uppermost in my 

mind and I think, if I hed actually gone ahead and done any

thing, I would have made a list of those dirty tricks and 

things as these things have come up. 

Q There were numerous items that would have been on 

your list? 

A 

Q 

A 

That's correct, yes. 

And I'm asking · you what those things were. 

Oh, my. The Segretti involvement, I suppose. Yne 

Vietnam cables. 

thing. 

Principally, the wh ole Fielding-Ellsberg 

DV 
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61.4 CHARLES COLSON DRAFT STATEMENT TO SSC1 SEPTEMBER 1973, 1, 37-38 

Q2en-i_ng St2tterrient of Charles H. Colson 
Before Select Co~~ittec on Presidential 

Camoaign Activities, Unite d States Senate 

I appreciate the op;_:,ortunity to present this opening 

statement to your Cornmittee. I shall first attempt to the best 

of my recollection to recount my knowledge of the events 

surrounding the Watergate Affair. 

I will also attempt, if I may, to give this Co:r.mittee 

some insight into the mood and atmosphere which existed in 

the White House during the Nixon years. I have followed vour ., . 

proceedings to date; it is clear that you are seeking to deter-

mine not only what in £act happened, but why and hew these 

things could have happened. 

AS TO THE FACTS: 

I first heard that there had been a bur.;lary at the 

Dc;nocratic 1:-fational Ccr,1~.ttee h ,2adqu:1cters on the raclio. It 

>·>:.~· Sa ::urd ay , Jc:Ii.:.8 17, :..97':!., I th or.:;~ht: it ~,::.s n.8 more th.,w. ~n 

orclin.21. ·\- uurgL.::7 -·- one m·Jre addition to tl-:c D, C. cr:Lrn2 

(924) 
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37. 

allegations attempting to link me to the Watergate. During 

that: conversation Dean told me he ,;,;anted to ~ee me L"UTied::.ately 

upon my return. On March 8, two days before I left the 

White House Staff to return to the practice of law, I met 

with Dean in his office. He was ., at that point, ·working 

on the President's statement on executive privilege which 

we discussed at some length. During the meeting he asked 

me if I would see Bittman or Hunt at some point just to be 

sure, as he put it, Hunt knew I was still his friend and 

cared about him. 

At this point I had become very cautious, particularly 

because of the concer~s Mr. Shapiro had . expressed to me~ 

.r made no response to Mr. Dean's request but discussed it 

immediately with Nr. Shapiro, who instructed me not to see 

Mr. Hunt under any circumstances. Rather, he ·, Shapiro. 

asked me to arrange through Mr. Bittman for him to see Hunt. 

I did so. Mr. Shapiro met with Mr. Hunt · on Friday, March 16 ,· 

and reported to me on Honday, :March 19. He told me in 

substance that while Hr. Hunt had confirmed that I had no 

knowledge or involvement in -Watergate, Hunt ~,;anted me to 

ac:t as liaison between . himself and the ·white House. Nr. 

S11apiro said he told }1r a Hunt tt~at that i:vas impossible, that 

Hr. Hunt would have to find some other way of ma~-~ing 

his position known to the White House and that I would be 

(925) 
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. . 

38. 

instn1cted to have no contact either with Hunt or with 

the White House concerning Hunt. Following his report, 

Hr. Shapiro told me in the strongest possible language 

to have no further discussions with anyone in the White 

House regarding Howard Hunt. 

In the same conversation, Mr. Shapiro told me that, 

in his view, the situation was getting serious. He said~ 

.. For God's sake,·the President has to get the facts. 

Who knows what's going on in that place. The fox may be -

guarding the chickens". I reminded Mr. Shapiro that I 

·had discussed my suspicions about John Mitchell on 

February 14, but trhe President said that Mitchell had 

sworn he was innocent. I said it was impossible to know 

what advice the President was getting and from whom and 

I suspected the President would not know whom to believe. 

I further said that if I should now start warning the 

President about others without hard evidence; he might 

erroneously think that I was myself involved and was only 

trying to shift the blame to others. 

Nr. Shapiro then said, "In that case, there is 

only one thing you can do for the President. You have 

to get him outside counsel, somebody impartial, whom he 

(926) 



62. On March 17, 1973 the President met with John Dean in the 

Oval Office from 1:25 to 2:10 p.m. (On April 11, 1974 the Committee 

on the Judiciary subpoenaed the President to produce the tape 

recording of the March 17 meeting. The President has refused to pro

duce that tape but has furnished an edited partial transcript of the 

meeting. After having listened to the tape recording of the March 17, 

1973 me~ting, the President on June 4, 1973 discussed with Press 

Secretary Ron Ziegler his recollections of that March 17 meeting. A 

tape recording of the June 4 discussion has been furnished to the 

Committee. The evidence regarding the content of the March 17 meeting 

presently possessed by the Connnittee also includes a summary of the 

March 17 meeting furnished, in June 1973, to SSC Minority Counsel Fred 

Thompson by White House Special Counsel Buzhardt and the SSC testimony 

of John Dean.) 

In his discussion with Ziegler on June 4, 1973 the President 

told Ziegler the following regarding the March 17 meeting: Up to 

March 17, 1973 the President had no discussion with Dean on the basic 

conception of Watergate, but on the 17th there began a discussion of 

the substance of Watergate. Dean told the President that Dean had 

been over this like a blanket. Dean said that Magruder was good, but 

that if he sees himse).f sinking he'll drag everything with him. He 

said no one in the White House had prior knowledge of Watergate, except 

possibly Strachan. There was a discussion of whether Haldeman or 

Strachan had pushed on Watergate and whether anyone in the White House 

(927) 



was involved. The President said that Magruder put the heat on, 

and Sloan starts pissing on Haldeman. The President said that "we've 

got to cut that off. We can't have that go to Haldeman." The 

President said that looking to the future there were problems and 

that Magruder could bring it right to Haldeman, and that could 

bring it to the White House, to the President. The President said 

that "We've got to cut that back. That ought to be cut out." There 

was also a discussion of the Ellsberg break-in. 

The edited partial transcript of the March 17 meeting 

supplied by the White House contains only a passage of conversation 

relating to Segretti and a portion of the conversation relating to 

the Ellsberg break-in. It contains no discussion of matters relating 

to Watergate. 

Page 
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62.1 MEETINGS AND CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND JOHN DEAN~ 
MARCH 17 1973 

101530 
.rvfEETINGS AND TELEPHONE CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN 

THE PRESIDENT AND JOHN W. DEAN, . III 

No contact between the President and John ,v. Dean, !II, during January. 
February, and March 1972 

April 13, 1972 

PM 4:31 4:34 President met with Frank PeMarco, Jr., and 
John Dean to sign 1971 income tax returns. 

May 1, 1972 

PM 3:02 3:07 President had photo opportunity in Rose Garden for 
National Secretaries Week. 1\.1r. Dean attended 

No contact between the President and John W. Dean, III, during June and 
July 1972. 

August 14, 1972 

PM 
12:45 1: 11 
12:49 1:09 
12:49 1 :11 
12:49 1:11 
12:49 1 :12 
12:49 1 :12 
12:49 1: 12 
12:49 1 :12 

The 
·• 

President met to sign personal legal documents with: 
The First Lady 
John J. Ratchford 
Mr. Butterfield 
Mr. Haldeman 
Mr. Ehrlichman 
John W. Dean, III 
John H. Alexander 
Richard S. Ritzel 

No other contact during August 1972 
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62,1 MEETINGS AND CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND JOHN DEAN~ 
MARCH 17 1973 ~ 

PM 

3:15 6:17 
5:27 6:17 

The President met with: 

Mr. Haldeman 
Mr. Dean 

(The President talked with Mr. MacGregor by 
phone from 5:36 to 5:38) 

No other contact during September 1972 

October 9, 1972 

PM 3:10 3:34 

3:23 3:34 

The President met with Samuel Ne,vhouse, President 
of Newhouse Newspapers and Ne\vhouse Broadcasting 
and Herb I(lein. 

John Dean joined' the meeting. 

November 8, 1972 

The President attended a senior staff m.eeting in the 
Roosevelt Room. Mr. ··John Dean \vas in 
attendance. 

November 12, 1972 

8:40 8:44 The President met aboard "Spirit of !76 11 with 
Rose Mary i.Voods and lv1r. and Mrs. Joh.."l Dean 

No contact between the President and John W. Dean, Ill, during November 
and December 1972. 
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62 . 1 MEETINGS AND CONVERSATIO NS BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND J OHN DEAN, 
MAR.CH 17 1973 

101530 
January 21, 1973 

Ar vi 11 :05 12:04 Presid ent and First Lady hosted Worship Service. 
John Dean attended. 

February 27, 1973 

PM 3:55 4:20 President met with John Dean alone in Oval Office. 

February 28, 1973 

AM 9:12 10:23 President met with John Dean in Oval Office. 

March 1, 1973 

AM 9:18 9:46 President met with his Counsel, J"ohn W. Dean, III, 
/ in the Oval Office. · 

i/(At 9:36 the President rec'd a call from AG Kleindienst. Dean 
J0:36 10:44 President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. too the call.} 

v{Mr. Kissinger was present from 10:30 - 10:37.) 
PM 1 :06 1 :14 President met \vith Mr. Dean in the Oval Office 

March 6, 1973 

AM 11 :49 12:00 President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. 

March 7, 1973 

AM 8:53 9:16 

l\farch 8, 1973 

A! v1 9:51 9:54 

President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. 

Presid e nt met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. 

!MR, 
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62,1 MEETINGS AND CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND JOHN DEAN, 
MARCH 17~ 1973 

1.(, 1~;30 March 10, 1973 - '...I 

AM 9:20 9:44 President talked long distance with Mr. Dean. 

March 13, 1973 

President initiated the call from Carn.p David 
to Mr. Dean who was in Washington, D. C. 

_PM 12:42 2:00 President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. 

March 14, 1973 

AM 8:36 

8:55 8:59 
9:43 10:50 

(Mr. Haldeman was present from. 12:43-12:55) 

President telephoned Mr. Dean. The caU was not 
completed. 

Mr. Dean returned the call and talked with the President. 
President met with Mr. Dean in the P's EOB Office. 

Also present \•rere: 
Mr. Kissinger (departed at 9:50) 
Ronald L. Ziegler 
Richard A. Moore (9:55-10:50) 

PM 12:27 12:28 President telephoned :Mr. Dean. 
12:4 7 l :ZO President met with 1\'ir. Moore and Mr. Dean. 

4:25 4:26 President talked with Mr. Dean. (The President 
initiated the call.) 

4:34 4:36 President talked with Mr. Dean. (Mr. Dean 
initiated the call.) 

1973 

6:24 President met with 11r. Dean and Mr. A1oore 
in the Oval Office. 

l~.·.r~.·1· \ ·: ... 

- .,; .:. 
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62,1 MEETINGS AND CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND JOHN DEAN, 
MARCH 17 1973 ' 

r-.farch 16, 1973 10153..; 

.AM 10:34 11:06 President met with 1'.fr. Dean in the Oval Office. 
Mr. Ziegler \vas present from. 10:58-11:10. 

PM 8:14 8:23 President talked with Mr. Dean. (The Preside::nt 
initiated the call. ) 

March 17, 1973 

PM 1:25 2:10 President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. 

March 19, 1973 

PM 4:59 President requested that Mr. Moore and Mr. Dean 
join hirn in his EOB Office. 

5:03 5:41 President met with Mr. Moore and Mr. Dean in 
his EOB Office. 

March 20, 1973 

AM 

PM 

10:46 10:47 President taU;:ed v:ith Mr. Dean. (The President 
initiated the call. ) 

12:59 1 :00 President talked with Mr. Dean. (The President 
initiated the call. ) 

I :42 2:31 President met with Mr. Dean and Mr. Moore. 

7:29 7:43 President talked with Mr. Dean. (The President 
initiated the call. ) 
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i\ 62.1 
MEETINGS AND CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND ~OHN DEAN~ 
MARCH, 17 1973 

March 21, 1973 

AM 10:12 11:55 President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. 

l\.1r. Haldeman was also present for at least 

part of the time. 

PM 5:20 6:01 President met withMr. Dean in the President's 

EOB office. Also present were: 
Mr. Ziegler (departed at 5:25) 

Mr. Hald:man 1 ~.:-30 
Mr. Ehrhchm2.n {5:25-6:01) 10 ... :J 

VGen. Scowcroft (5:27-6:05) 

March 22, 1973 

PM 1:57 3:43 President met with Mr. Dean in the President's 

EOE Office. Also pre sent were: 

Mr. Ehrlichrnan (2:00-3:40) 
Mr. Haldeman (2:01-3:40) 
Mr. Mitchell (Z:01-3:43) 

March 23, 1973 

PM 12:44 1:02 President talked· long distance with Mr. Dean. 

(The President initiated the call from Florida 

to Mr. Dean who was iri ·Washington, D. C.) 

3:28 3:44 President talked long didance with Mr. Dean. 

(The President initiated · the call from Florida 

to Mr. Dean who \V~s in Camp David, 1vld.) 

No contact during the period April 1-14 

April 15, 1973 

PM 9:17 10:12 . President met with },,fr. Dean in the President's 

EOB Office. 

March 22: 
r/ 

Deleted - - (Mr. Dean was scheduled to attend the President's 

staff briefing in the EOB Briefing Room which V 

the President attended from 8:44-9:03. Attendance 

was not confirmed on this briefing.) 



· 62,1 MEETINGS AND CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND JOHN DEAN~ 
~ MARCH 17, 1973 

April 16, 1973 

AM 10:00 10:40 President met with Mr. Dean in Oval Office. 

PM 4:07 4:35 President met with Mr. Dean in the President's 
EOB Office. 

4 :04 4 :0 5 President talked with Mr. Dean. (The President 
initiated the call. ) 

· April 17, 1973 

AM 9:19 9:25 President talked with Mr. Dean. {The President 
initiated the call. ) 

101530 
April 22, 1973 

AM 8:24 8 :39 President phoned Mr. Dean from Key Biscayne. 

(935) 



62. 2 MEMORANDUM OF JOHN DEAN'S CONVERSATIONS WITH THE PRESIDENT, 

MARCH 17 1973 

I M~.rch 17, 1973 

L 

?v~arC:-1 20, 1973 

Da::.'·:. t,:, i;:;.·~-:"! :..~vi:;\~~~ }~al.:e,na.n c.nd 

Eh1·lich~-i1n.a.- ... fri.c I)resiGeht S\1ggcs-tC<l Dean si101,.1ld 
possitly go to Gan1p Da:vid to '\,\1 rite his re~1ort. 

Pr<.;;sidcnt had tnz.de a note on a press survey containing 
an ;.rticle -a.lfoging V/hite House involvement for follow
up (Dean 2•)ssitl.y has copy oi this). Dean again sug
gested.they 1_.:tir:6 out 1968 bugging and P~.esidt:~Ht 
said I<:leindie11.;t had advised against it. Several 
narne s were discussed as possibly subject to attack: 
Colson, Halden1an, Ehrlichman, Mitchell and Dean 
himself. The Presicient asked De;..n p()int-hlank-if 
he knew about the planned break-in i.n ach·ance. Dean 
said no, there there was no actual "White House invol-

t" t ve1nent l'"'"""!gardl,!ss of ap;Jearci.nccs except possibly 
Strach~n. Dean told ,?resi~~:,t 1 ... 1agruder pushed 
Liddy ha.r<l ,)•.it foat Haldeman ,vas not involved. 
The P1·esident wantpd Haldeman, Ehrlichman and 
D.-!act to tal;,c to the Gon,r.nittce and D,~an resisted. 
Dean told the- l:>resident of th.e Ellsberg hl'·cak-in but 
that it had noU:1ing to do \vith 1,Vaterg~te. 

(Ma1·ch 19: Ervin had been on Face the Nation and 
accused Dean of i1icJing behind exec·utive privilege.) 

. -~ 

It was decided Dean ,voulcl send a letter or sworn 
statement to the Judiciary Gon,rnittee an S'.V.:-ring 
certain qu,:!stions. -

(R(:~):..1;Ji.ic~1.n t_.,,ac}.~j4 Sl1i? h;~d been in ti:!_at <iay.) 
D\::Cin discc.ss,~ci lv~litc1-i.ell's .problerns '.vit:!1 ti1c.: g14 ct.nd 
jury, Vesco <itid t,1e Gurney press conferen,:e. 
1""1he President a'Ct.d_ lvio!!r~ ag1:.eed that tl1e v,,.-hole 
investigation should be made ;:mblic and frat a state
ment should be 1·eleaseci iir.m.ediately afrer the sen
tencing of the defendants .. Dean sugsested that P,2,.ch 
n1er1 4 ~-~r of-~'ne-Er'1in-ConLn1.ittee be chaltenge<l to 
invitt! , ... n FBI in\·~st£gation 0£ his O'\.VJL Senate ca;t1~)aign. 
The President ca1I.ed Dean that night ;j.nci Dr··an .:;~id 
that ti1ere \\·as nnot a. scintilla 0£ cvjr:1:ncc 11 to iri(_11,

ca.t:e V/'hite :F{ouse involvement <:..nd D(!-:--.,n SL;;:-;1~£~t-.·;d. 
he give_ ti1,: :-=>1 .. esidcnt a more in-dept:~. h1 .. iefing on 

,vhat }iad r .t1api1 4 ed. 

-3 -
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62.2 FRED THOMPSON AFFIDAVIT, SSC EXHIBIT NO. ?OA, 4 SSC 1794-95 

17!)4 

EXHIBIT :,.;o. 70.-\ 

L, TnE U~IT.ED STk7ES DISTRI:CT COURT 

FOR T3.:: DlST3.iCT OF C0I..UM.3!A 

SENATE s:s:.:::c;:-COW, . .V..ITTEE ON :?RESIDE:~TI.Ai. 
CAY..PAlGN AC-rrv:r:ru:s, ET. AL: . 

v. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
} 
) 
) 
) 

~<;;HA:a.D M.. :-."DCO'!'\, ) 
INDIVIDvALLY A.'-7) AS . PRESO~,T OF T~ i:n.-rTZO STATES) 

THE WHIT!: iiOUSE 
W ASHDiGTO::"i, D. C. 

Defee.c:a.:a.t 

-"-FFIDAV!'! OF FRED D. TF.OY.PSON' 

:: 

} 
) 
) 
) 
) 
} 

to ue S~l~c:t Cor:-.rn;t';ee a. r.-:emo::a:ic:um (whic:::i. is attached to t.'us 

Civil 
Ac:tioa 
No._ 

telephoa.ic:, betweec President Ric::ia.rd ).~ Nixo:i a.nd J'oh:1 Wesley D,?il..A m. 

these cornrnunic:a.tio:is, a.nd , in the ca.so? o( fa.c:e-to-fa.c:e cotr..rnunic:a.::ions. 

the other pa.rtic:i;,a.a.ts. if :iny. iD those conv.?:-sations. 
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62.2 FRED THOMPSON AFFIDAVIT, SSC EXHIBIT NO. ?OA, 4 SSC 1794~95 

17!).j 

Z. Shortly theri,.;.!:tcr, I ·recci,:cd a t~!1: 1,::one- ,:;..U 

fro::-. J. :i:red o .uzha.rdt, ~pt:~i~l Cc:.u..·nel to fa~ Presic.P.~t. Ouri:-,.; 

as to !::.e s~bsta:ice 0£ certain portions- o! the enumera.tec! _co:wersa.i~o:u, 

betwee:\ ti:.e ?:r,uident and Mr. Dea:\ . 

3. D\:ring my cHsci.issioi::. wit!J. Mi-. Bi.iz..'ta.rc!t:. I 

macia c:etailo1c! notes o:i t.Se in!or:n ... ti.on tl-.at he - gave me. "G'pon. 

cor.cl,uion o! the conver.n.tio::1, I prom?tlY prepared a. "Memo:ra.nc!..m 

o! S\:bs:a.nc• of Dea.n's Ca.Us a...c! ).!eeHng wit!J. the Presiden!: ... a. 

c:o:.iy o! ..-iuc~ is a~..ach~ci to ~is .;;~davit. It is m.y belief tha.t this-

;-..; ..:. . 
~ ~ ~~ Al~\ ·; L fA ~ 

: ~ µ ~ I ,~-----
;':red n: Thomi:>so?:. If 
\ I 
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62.3 JOHN DEAN TESTIMONY, JUNE 25, 1973, 3 SSC 996-97 

996 

had discussed this matter with Ehrlichman aml contrary to instmc
tions that Ehrlichman had given Colson not to talk to the President 
about it, that Colson had also discussed it with him later. He expressed 
some annoyance at the fact that Colson had also discussed this matter 
with 'him. 

The conversation then turned back to a question from the President 
regarding the money that was being paid to the defendant3. He asked 
me how this was done. I told him I didn't know much about it other 
than the fact that the money was laundered so it could not be traced 
and then there were secret deliveries. I told him Twas learning about 
things I had never known before, but the next time I would certainly 
be more knowledgeable. This comment got a laugh out of Haldeman. 
The meeting ended on this note and there was no further discussion 
of the matter and it was left hanging just as I have described it. 

l\fEETINGS . OF l\fARCH 14: 

The meetings which occurred on this day principally involved pre
paring the President :for a forthcomini press conference. I recall talk
mg about executive priyilege and making Dean a test case in the courts 
on executive privilege. The President said that he would like very 
much to do this and if the opportunity came up in the press confer~nce, 
he would probably so respond; I also recall that dnnngthe meehngs 
which occurred on this day, that the President was going to try to 
find- an answer that would get Ziegler off the hook of the frequent 
questions asked him regarding the Watergate. He said that he was 
going to say that he would take no further questions on the ,Vatergate 
until the completion of the Ervin hearings and that Ziegler in turn 
could repeat the same statement and avoid futur~ interrogation by the 
press on the subject. 

}!EETING OF M.\11CH 15 C 

::: ... ..., ~11.te in the afternoon after the President's press conference 
that he asked Dick Moore and I to come over to visit with him. He was · 
in a Yery relaxed mood and entered into a .general discussion about the 
press conference. The President was amazed and distressecl that the 
pr<>.ss hac1'·paid so little attention to the fact that he had made an 
historic announcement about Ambassador Bruce opening up the liaison 
office in Pel..-ing. He said he was amazed when the first question follow·.
ing that announcement was regarding whether or not Dean would 
appear before the Senate Judiciary Committee in connection with the 
Gray hearings. The conversation then rambled into a discussion of 
the His.s case. and }fr .. l\foore discusSE'd his memorv of the Presidenfs 
handling of the case. · ~ . 

l\fEETING OF l\faRCH 16 

This meeting was a discussion with Ziegler on how to follow up on a 
number of matters that had arisen in t.he press conference of the 
preceding dn.y. 

ME£TING OF °MARCH · 17 

This was St. Patrick's Dav and the President was in n ;·ery good 
11100(1 and ,·pn· relaxed and~".<' <'ll"ll"l'd in n ramblin,,. cmn-P1·:-:1tion 
with only some hrief rcfermcc to tl~ Gray hearings nnd the prohlf'ms 
that were then confrontin:.r the 'White Honse re~:i.rdin~ the Pn,sidenfs 
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statements on executive privilege and his wi11ingne=,s to go to court on 
the matter. He opined that he did not think that the Senate would be 
dumb enough to go for the bait he had given th~111 but he was hopeful 
that they might. 

MEETING OF MARCH 19 

As I best recall this meeting, it was a rather rambling discussion 
regarding media problems in connection with the Gray bearin:rs. As 
the discussion proceeded, I suggested that Mr. Moore might like to 
engage in this conversation with us. There was some discussion of 
Senator Ervin's appearance the preceding Sunday on ';Face the Xa
tion," a11d whether or not it would be appropriate for me to respond to 
some of the points that were being made regarding my requested ap
pearance before the Senate ,Judiciary Committee. I told the President 
that I would work with Dick :Moore in preparing a draft response. 

MEETIXGS OF MARCH 20 

The President had called me earlier that morning to tell me that I 
should work up a draft letter of response as a result .of the discussions 
that we ha:d had the preceding evening with )foore. I told him I was 
drafting a letter and he told me as soon as I had the letter prepared 
that I should arrange to meet with him. Shortl:v after lunch. I took over 
a draft copy of the letter which I had developed with )[r. )foore and 
I have submitted a copy of that draft letter to the committee. 

[The document referred to was marked exhibit No. 34-39.*] 
i)fr. DEAN. The President read the drnft and we discussed it. There 

..... .:. was no resolution of the problem. He told mf' to talk with Ziep:ler. I 
told him that if I did this as a swom statement. that I was going to 
obviously redraft it very carefully before I signed any afficl:n-it on the 
letter. · 

It was during the afternoon of l\farch 20 that I talked again with 
· Dick :Moore about the entire co,·erup. I told )Ioore that there were 
new and more threatening demands for support money. I told him 
that Hunt had sent a message to me-throup:h Paul ffBrien-that he 
wanted $72.000 for living expenses and $50,000 for attorncy~s fees and 
if he did not receive it that week. he would reconsider his options and 
have a lot to sav about the seamy things he had clone for Ehrlichman 
while at the TI'hite House. I told :Moore that I had about renched the 
end of the line, and was now in a position to deal with the President 
to end the co,·ernp. I did not discuss with )foore tlrn fact that I had 
discussed money and clemencv with the President earliH. but I told 
him that I reallv clidn:t think ·the President uncforstood all of the focts 
involved in the ·w nterg-ate and particularly the implications oft hm,,e 
facts. I told him that the matter was continually compounding- it5elf 
and I felt that I had to Inv the facts out for the President as ,,·ell as 
the ,implication of those facts. :Moore encouraged me to do so. 

PH01'""E Coxn:RSATIOX OF MARCH 20 

When the President called and "·e. had a rather r:,mhling- discnssion. 
I told him at the conclnsion of tlH' conwrsntion that f'r~ning- that I 
wanted to talk with him as soon as possible about th<' ,Yatrq:rat~ matter 

•see p. 1252. 
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OVAL OFFICE -- l'vl.ARCH 17, 1973 -- PRESIDENT/DEAN 

1:25 to 2:10 P. M. 

(Material relating to breakin at Dr. Fielding's office in California) 

p 

D 

p 

D 

p 

D 

p 

D 

Nov,; on the Segretti thing, I think you've just got to 

Chapin,all of them have just got to take the heat. 

Look, you've got to admit the facts, John, and -

That's right. 

And that's our -- and that's that. And Kalmbach 

paid him. And (unintelligible) a lot of people. I 

just think on Segretti, no matter how bad it is. It 

isn't nearly as bad as people think it was. Espionage, 

sabotage? 

The intent,· when Segretti was hired, was nothing evil 

nothing vicious, nothing bad, nothing. Not espionage, 

.not sabotage. It was pranksterism that got out of 

hand and we know that. And I think we can lay 

our story out there. I have no problem with the 

Segretti thing. It's just not that serious. The other 

potential problem is Ehrlichman' s and this is 

In connection with Hunt? 

In connection with Hunt and Liddy both. 

They \vorked for him? 

They - - these fellows had to be some idiots as we've 

1earnct1 after the fact. They \vent out and went into 

(941) 
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Dr. Ells berg's doctor's office and they had, they were 

geared up \Vith all this CIA equipment -- cameras and 

the like. Well they turned the stuff back in to the CIA 

some point in time and left film in the camera. CIA 

has not put this together, and they don't know what 

it all means right now. But it wouldn't take a very 

sharp investigator very long because you've got pictures 

in the CIA files that they had to turn over to (unintelligible). 

What in the world - - what in the name of God was 

Ehrlichman having something (unintelligible) in the 

Ellsberg (unintelligible)? 

They were trying to -- this was a part of an operation 

that - - in ~onnection with the Pentagon papers. They 

we.re -- the whole thing -- they wanted to get Ellsberg's 

psychiatric records £or some reason. I don't know. 

This is the first I ever heard of this. I, I (unintelligible) 

care about Ellsberg was not our problem. 

That's right. 

(Expletive deleted) 

Well, anyway, (unintelligible) it was under an Ehrlichman 

structure, maybe John didn't ever know. I've never asked 

him if he knew. I didn't want to know. 

(942) 
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I can't see that gcttiti,:: into, into this hearing. 

\Vell, look. ;.\'o. Here's the way it can come up. 

Yeah. 

In the CLA's files \vhich they -- which the Committee is 

asking for - - the material they turned over to the 

Department of Justice. 

Yeah. 

There are all the materials relating to Hunt. In there 

are these pictures which the CIA developed and they've 

got Gordon Liddy standing proud as punch outside this 

doctor's office with his name on it. And (unintelligible} 

this material it's not going to take very long .for an . 

investigator to go back and say. well, why would this 

so ·mebody be at the doctor's office and they'd find out 

0 that there was a breakin at the doctor's office and then 

you'd find Liddy on the staff and then you'd start working 

it back. I don't think they'll ever reach that point. 

(Unintelligible?) 

This was way, this was --

It's irrelevant. 

It's irrelevant. Right. 

That's the ooint. That's \\·here -- that's where --. . 

where Ervin's rules of relevancy (unintelligible). 

(943) 
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:-low \.vhat the hell has this got to do with it? 

It has nothing as a lot of these things that they should 

stun,ble along into is irrelevant. 

(944) 



63, On March 19, 1973 Paul O'Brien met with John Dean in the 

EOB and conveyed a message from E, Howard Hunt that if money for living 

and for attorneys' fees were not forthcoming, Hunt might have to recon

sider his options and might have some very seamy things to say about 

Ehrlichman. 

Page 
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63.1 PAUL O'BRIEN TESTIMONY, JANUARY 24, 19?4~ WATERGATE GRAND JURY, 30 

I 
O_V 

30 

l pc:irticul2.r im[)act. I had never had anyone make a persor.al 

2
1 

demand on me for over a hundred thousand dollars. I mean it 

31 wasn't just that somebody approached me a dime for a cup of 

4 coffee. 

5 Frankly it sort of sent me right up the wall. I 

6 just wanted out of there. 

7 Q Did Ml:'. Hunt indicate that you ought to convey this 

8 message to t-tr. Dean? 

9 A He did. 

10 Q Now after you left the office -what did you do? 

11 A I stopped back past Mr. Bittman's office and I 

12 reiterated the essense of the conversation. 

Q What did Mr. Bittman say? 

A He said, •r indicated to you that V.r. Hunt was 

13 

14 

15 extremel~r agitated and upset and he was going to do th.is."' 

That \·:as about it. I then departed. 
16 

17 L De:n? 

Did you then repeat what 1"'.r. Hunt had told you to 

18 

19 
A I did. 

When was that? 
20 

Q 

21 
ling. A 

Meot-1 As far as I recall, immediately following the 

22 

23 

24 

25 

I 

! 
BY MR. FR.il..HPTON: I 

I 

Q Nov' Mr. O'Brien, you rne!1t!oned before a meeting 

which you hud on about Hove:nber 28th or 29th \-:ith Hr. Bittn<1n 

(946) 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

listenin z to tapes, to diff e rentiate bctvc cn th e ~ ~~tsc ~3 

but that statements th.:it you .'.!.ttribute to one meetinz v er y 

well may have occurred in another meetin g , or have be 2n r e 

peated in substance at the various meetings. Is that, a.s a 

general matter, correct? 

A That is correct. I was -- when I prepared my 

Senate testimony, I was aware of things that occurred that~ 

couldn't put in any particular meeting and, sometimes, I 

omitted them for that reason thinking they would come up in 

cross ex a...'Tiination at the Senate hearings, which they didn't. 

CQ Hr. Dean, did there come a time around the latter 

r: of Ma rch when yc>u learned that Howard Hunt was threaten-

ing to reveal certain matters !f his demands for payment of 

substantial amounts of money were not met? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes, I did learn such a fact. 

From whom did you learn this information? 

From Mr. Paul O'Brien. 

In substance, what did Mr. Paul O'Brien tell you? 

Mr. O'Brien reported that he had had a meeting with 

20 I 
Mr. Hunt and Mr. Hunt: had told him, at the meeting. a number 

21 

22 

I 
23 ' 

" 
r 

24 !· 

2511 
II 

of thin ~;::.. One particularly of which was that he should tak e 

a messa ge to John Dean. 

I said, "vrhy Dean?" And he said. "I raised th e 

same que s tion with Mr. Hunt and his response was, 'Well, you 

just t2. b.: t:1.is to Dean, 111 ~vhich o' Brien was doing. He told 

ov 
(947) 
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: Ill ne that Hu~1t s.:d<l tni:!t !:JC'.D.t2:1~L,~~ w.:.s 

L1a:,e his arrangements end he had just a fe'.-7 days to do it in; 

eminent and he t:nd to 

3 

4 

that he wanted to have some, you know, hard evidence that he 

was being supported in terms cf r.mney for his living fees 

s and money for his attorney fees, and if this money did not 

6 rOm" he would have to reconsider his Option and might have 

7 very searay things to say about Mr. Ehrlichman. · 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Q Now, prior to the 2ls~ of March, did you have a 

conversation with Mr. Ehrlichman a.bout what you had learned 

from Mr. O'Brien? 
~. 

A Yes. After Mr. O'Brien brought this to my atten-

tion, I brought it to Mr. Ehrlichman's attention. 

Q Well, what was the conversation, in substance, whic. 

you ha? with Mr. Ehrlichman? 

A Mr. Ehrlichman appeared to want to give the impres-

sion that he wasn't particularly concerned about the --

Q I take it you related the substance of what Mr. 

O'Brien told you to Mr. Ehrlichman? 

A Yes, I did. And he wanted to give the impression 

he wasn't particularly concerned about it, but 

I'd talked to John Mitchell about it. I said, 

he asked me if I 
no, I had no::. I 

! 
He said, "Well, I think you better talk to Mr. Mitchell about 

this." And that was the conversation. 

Q Thereafter, did you have a conversation with Hr. 

Mitchell? 

oV 
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64. On March 20, 1973 John Ehrlichman met with John Dean at 

the White House. They discussed Hpward Hunt's request for money, the 

possibility that Hunt would reveal activities of the Plumbers' opera

tions if the money were not forthcoming, and plans for Dean to discuss 

the matter with John Mitchell. According to Dean, Dean discussed the 

matter with Mitchell by telephone later that evening, but Mitchell did 

not indicate whether Hunt would be paid. On the afternoon of March 20, 

1973 Ehrlichman had a telephone conversation with Egil Krogh and told 

him Hunt was asking for a large amount of money. They discussed the 

possibility that Hunt might publicly reveal the Plumbers'.operations. 

Krogh has testified that Ehrlichman stated that Hunt might blow the lid 

off and that Mitchell was responsible for the care and feeding of 

Howard Hunt. 
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fi4,1 JOHN EHRLICHMAN TESTIMONY1 SEPTEMBER 13, 1973, WATERGATE GRAND JURY, 2-6 

I! 
p 2 

1 ii 
2 II Whereupon, 

I 
3 I JOTI EGRLICHI-.IJ.,l'i 

4 I was called as a witness and, havin3 been f!rst 2Jly sworn by 

5 

ti 

7 

8 

9 

10 

the Foreman of the Grand Jury, was examined .::nd testified as 

follows: 

BY MR. 1,;E,\L: 

Q Mr. Ehrlichman, I'm going to skip o·.-er some areas 

I want to come back to in time, and -ask you sowe things that 

occurred near the end of your employment. 

11 r: 
12, 1973, 

I want to ask you if, on or around Harch t:be 20th, 

you had a conversation with Mr. Dean in which he related 

13 

14 

15 

Hi 

17 

18 

19 

:.'O 

I 

21 I 

,, I! 
21 I! 
24 ii 

1: 

~s \\ 

to you a certain m~ssage that he had allegedly 

directly or indirectly, from Mr. Hunt? 

Yes. 

received, either 

A 

Q 

A 

Would you tell us what he related to you? 

As I recall, he said that he had either a call or 

a conversation with an attorney in behalf of Hunt. He said 

that, in effect, unless Hunt were paid a substantial amount 

of money, that he would disclose activities in which he had 

been engaged in during the time he was at the White House. 

Q I'm sorry, I missed the last part of your answer. 

A I say he said he would disclose the activities in 

which he had been engaged during the time he was at. the Hbite 

House, and the message which Dean got apparently related those• 

DV 
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3 

4 

[, 

7 

8 

9 

J 

to Mr. but Deen o l so rel ,".'.ted t! , e~ ~s affectin; ..., " ... -_. 

Q Did he say th a t the message he passed on to you 

Hunt would have a lot of things to say about what he'd done 

-- a lot of things to say about the seamy things that he h2d 

done while he was at the White House? 

A 

Q 

Yes. Or words to that effect. 

Words to that effect. Who was present during this 

conversation with Dean? You were present, Dean present. Uas 

anyone else present? 

10 A I don't believe so. 

11 Q What did you say in response to this, if anything? 

12 . A Well, for one thing, I said it looked to me like 

J3 blackmail. I asked him -- I also said it: looked to me like 

14 

15 

l (j 

17 

JR 

l!l 

~o 

he was talking about the Plumbers' operation, but I asked him 

if he understood, from whoever he talked to -- and I believe 

it was Bittman that he told me he had talked to -- whether 

this fellow had indicated that this was to be a particular 

event that he was threatening about or if this was the whole 

Special Unit operation that he was talking about, or just 

what Dean understood it to relate to. 

. Q 

A 

What did Dean say in response to that? 

Well, he said he didn't know. 

Q 

., 1 ii this? 
- ii 

Did you give Dean any instructions -with respect to 

1\ 

,,-; I! A · 1 · asked him --

(953) 
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6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

4 

record. And before I ict you if you remembeL 

any specific sum of money being mentioned7 

/1 I remember -- yes, I remcriber that a specific su:;; 

of money was named -- mentioned. ll.ctually, two sums of money 

were mentioned and I can't tell you precisely what they were, 

but it was SO'...nething over $100,000, in total. 

Q Right. Do you remember ·what the purpose of this 

money -- what Hunt said this money would be used for? The 

purpose of giving him the money? 

A I don't think that that was -- well, it may have 

12. been told me. I don't recall it, though. 

13 

14 

15 

]I; 

17 

18 

~o 

21 

221 
2:1 I\ 

24 'I 
25 I 

Q Now., go on with what, if anything, you asked Dean 

or instructed Dean to do, after this conversation? 

A 

Q 

Well, first, there was more conversation. 

Tell us all the conversation. 

A And I asked Dean for his estimate of the reality I 
of this, whether or not this was a real problem for us or no~ ; -,, 
because I was thinking in terms of Hunt making a disclosure I 

! 
to the prosecutors of the Special Unit operations. 

And we discussed whether that was the intent of 

this or -- because he said that Hunt was coming up for sentenc~ 

ing. I think that was at the time that Hunt was coming up fo:: 

sentencing. So I was curious as to whether this was in sor: 

of a judicial process framework or whether he was talkin~-: 

ov 
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5 

a b out goiu ;; ,:,1.1bli c •,;ith t his . 

Dean said t:hat he felt that. it ,1.s.s not c: t h r e .J.t to 

go to the press or to the pub lie with this as mu.cl, n.s it ,,as 

to go to the pro s ecutors. 

And the other question that I asked, which led to 

my requestin g , was _whether he thought this was really Hunt 

or whether he thought this was the attorney trying t o get 

money for attorney's fees; and he said that he didn't knm ·i, 

he didn't have a feel for that. 

And this had apparently not occurred to him and so 

I said, 11I think you ought to talk to Colson." 

Q 

A 

Talk to Colson? 

And see if he can give you any feel or his estinate 

of wt:iether that is the case or not but> at t:he same time, we 

discussed the possibility of problems in the exposure of the 

Special Unit operations to the prosecutors and he said he 

felt that since Petersen had information ·about the Special 

Unit for a long time, that did not pose any particular prob

lem in terms of any notoriaty or any newspaper stories or 

things of that kind. 

So it was kind of a back and . forth and, frankly> I · 

was shaken by this because Dean put it in terms that this was 

a threat aimed at me on a personal basis. 

So I also asked him whether-, in his opinion~ I had 

any legal liability in the eyes of a prosecutor on account of 

ov 
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64,1 JOHN EHRLICHMAN TESTIMONY~ SEPTEMBER 13, 1973, WATERGATE GRAND JURY, 2-6 

6 

~ad, tnrticularly, the Ellsber~ b:ccal:-; 

in busin~.:Ds. 

So tb.a t "i.vns the nature of that conversation. 

Q Other than ,-,hat you have related, did· you give Mr. 

Dean any instructions? 

A I cen't recall any. 

Q Specifically, did you tell him -- did you ask him 

if he'd discussed tbis matter with Mitchell> the matter 

being the subject of this conversation1 

A No. I think he said he was going to discuss it 

with Mitchell. I didn't ask him to discuss it with Mitchell. 

Q That was my next question. Did you ask, request 

or instruct Dean to take ·this matter to Mitchell or to dis

cuss the matter with Mitchell? 

A No. I think that was a given. I think he indicated 

that that was what he had done or was going to do. 

~ 
Q 

Okay. But you made no request along that line? 

I believe not. 

Now, Mr. Ehrlichman, turning to March 21, 1973, were 

you present in any conversations that Mr. Dean had with tht:: 

President? 

A 

I 
I 
I 
I 

'.Z=1 I day 

I don't believe so. Now, let's sec. Was that th,:.; 

I beg your pardon. 

·>~ ii . . . 
' i 

·!·, I 

Q 

A 

Two meetings and you were present at one of thee. 

Yes, I believ·e I was there at the afternoon meet:in;. 

DV 
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11.IZAllUll MIJ Tirruit 
112.2.5 DclfeY Court 

1 

:! ' , I 
4 

s 

' 
'1 

g 

DV 
me that Hu.1t cc.id that senttmcin~ was E.-:-Jinc:1t and he bad to 

mnke his orrnng~cnts nnd he hnd just a !cw dP.ys . to do it in; 

that he wanted to have some, you know, h.:lrd evidence that he . 
was being supported in terms of money for his living fees 

and money for his attorney fees, and if this money did not 

come he would have to reconsider his option and might have 

some very seamy things to say about Mr. Ehrlichman. 

Q Now, prior to the 21st of March, tlid you have a 

9 . conversation with Mr •. Ehrlichman about what you bad learned 

JO from Mr. O'Brien T 

111 

14 

IS 

IG 

17 

19 

A Yes. After Mr. O'Brien brought this to my atte·n-

tton, I brought it to Mr. Ehrlich:r.nn's attention. 

Q · Well, what was the conversation, in substance, whic 

,O\l ha~ with Mr. Ehrlicbnan'l · 

A Mr. Ehrlich:nan appeared towant to give the :u::ipres• 

sion .that he wasn't particularly concerned about the•• 

Q l take · tt you related the substance of what Mr. 

O'Brien told you to Mr. Ehrlicbman1 

A Yea • . I did. And be wanted to give the hnpreasion. 
1

:20 he -wasn't particularly concerne .d about it, but he asked · ~ _if 
I 

'21 I'd talked to .John Mitchell about it. I said. no. I had not. 

He Ra.,id. ''Well, I think you better talk to Mr. Mitchell about 

this." · And that was the conversation. 

Q Th~re.a.fter, ~id you have a eonversatiori with Mr. 

Mitchellt 

._ .. inrton, Maryland 20795 
(301)~ 
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64. 2 JOHN DEAN TESTIMONY, FEBRUARY 14, 1974, WATERGATE GRAND JURY, 14-16 
15 

5 

A Yes, I did. D\I 
Q And, in Gubstance, what was that conversation? I 

take it Nr. Mitchell was not in Washington at the time? 

A No, he was not. I had to call him in New York anc, 

as I recnll it, it was late in the evening and he had left 

6 his: office. I reached him at home and had a guarded conver~::-

7 

8 

f 

.:1 
ul 
12 

tion with him because I had been told by Hr, LaRue - as a 

aatter of fact, I think he was the one ~ho first told me to 

be. very careful 1n calling Mr. Mitchel.l's hotel or apartment 

because Mrs. Mitchell might weU want to listen in on the 

telephone 

Q And what: do you recall the substance of that: ~onver:. • 

J3 tion being? 

1-4 A I ~ecall that: it: was a guarded conversation and. that 

15 I related to Mr. Mitchell what Mr. Ehrlicb:::la.i had asked m& to 

16 relate_to him. 

17. Q 

A 

And what: wa.a"Mr. Mitchell's response. if any? 

Well, I don't recall -- I recall one thing we talked 

19 about was whether Mr. _Pappas - but I didn't wse tlua n.a.e 

20 Pappa~, as .t recall,-- was coming into town, as .a potential.. 

21 source of money. 

22 I referred to Mr. Pappas as "a Greek bearing gifts.'' 

23 B.Dd most of the conversation was in a guarded JZl&ftnar like thu 

24 And Mr. Mitchell indic::a.ted to me he believed Mr. Pappas wa.s 

25 going to be . in town shortly -- something to that: effec~. 
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1 Q Now. did H::-. Mitchell, at th:it tix:1~, indicate: t:Qc 

2 1 ;ou, one way or another, whether Mr. Hunt would be paid? 

3 A No, he d!.d not:. 

4 Q Thereafter, did you have a conversation with Mr. 

s 

1 

8 

9 

t.aaue? 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes~ I did. 

And what was the substnnce of that conversation? 

abouc.·ene proble= that ha.d raised, and ~ told him, ·nothing; 

JO • that :t was out of. that: busf.nesa. 

Jl 

. 13 

14 

1S 

1:le then a:sked. me what I thought: he· should do aud 

't toid , ·~. I ~.,.ht he ought to .tnlk to Mitchell about: :it .. 

Q New, after ~· meeting on the 21st with the Prest.• 

dant acd, for a portion,. Mr. Haldeman, did you learn from; 

anvona whether Mr •. Mitchell had been concacted vi.th .respect 

16 · to coming down to W&shington and ureeting with you and Hr. 

17 Haldemaca and the President and Mr. Ehrliclmuant 

11 

u .Q 

A 

Yes. I did. 

And when did. you leam tbaCT 

Sometim• on the 21st, t learned it frail Mr. Balde-

21 man. Origilully. it had been hoped that Mr. !".i.tchell could 

come-dawn bmediat:ely but. for somct reason. · be coul.du. 1 e come,. 

23 dowo ~t1l the next mo:uing. . So a mseetns waa · scheduled for 

24 · the next momiag. 

Q Now. later on in t:be cla.y. on the 21st. you bad a 
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Q 

as Hr. Dean? 

A That's right. That was the second part of yo,_;r 

question, I assumed that. 

Q And, further, he indicated to you that he did not 

believe that Mr. Hunt's threats could be met nt that time? 

A That I s correct. I should also say tlw.t Hr. Dean, 

I in that meeting, was extremely u..~hapf y -- seemed to be very, 

very aggitated. He told me that he had been under excrutiati g 

pressure for months; that his wife was very concerned about 

him because he couldn't sleep at night; and that he felt 

terrible. And 1 should also add that Mr. Dean and I had been 

very close friends when he was the Associate Deputy Attorney 

General for Legislation in the Department of Justice. 

And, also, I had been partly responsible -- I would 

say probably primarily responsible -- for recruiting him ~o 

the White House staff. We had talked on a number of occasion. 

Q Now, when Mr. Dean said, in substance, that the 

19 President did not know what was going on, did you interpret~ 

20 did that statement lend itself to an interpretation that the 

21 President did not understand what the significance was of 

22 what was going on? . 

23 A 
' 

:: r have : 

Yes. It would lend itself to that interpretation. 

Now, following your meeting with Mr. Dean, did yo:i 

telephone conversation with Mr. Ehrlichman on the 
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20th of March -2.::: Hell? 

A Yes, I did. I returned to the Department of Trans-

portation. I'm not sure of the precise time. It must have 

been about 4:30, 5:00 o'clock t:hat afternoon, and Mr. Ehrlich 

man had been trying to call me, I understood, at the time 

that I had been with Mr. Dean . in the Old Executive Office 

Building. 

He told me, when we made contact on the telephone, 

that Mr. Hunt had been asking for a great deal of money. I 

don't remecber if he precisely stated a figure on the tele-

phone. 

. Q Did you indicate to Mr. Ehrlichman that: Mr. Dean 

had filled you in on the details? 

A 

Q 

A 

I don't believe I did tell him that. 

And what else did Mr. Ehrlichman say? 

I told him -- I · asked him what condition Mr. Hunt 

17 was in and he said he did not know; that John Mitchell was 

18 responsible for the care and feeding of Howard Hunt. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Q I'm not sure that the reporter got that -- the punc: 

ttiat:1:onr: there. Did he say, in substance, that Mr. Ehrlichma 

toid you that Mr. Ehrlichman did not know personally about 

Mr. Hunt's situation but that Mr. Ehrlicbman knew that Mr. 

Mitchell was res µonsible for the care and feeding of Mr. Hunt. 

A 

Q 

That's correct. That is the gist of it, yes, sir. 

I'm sorry. I was distracted for a moment when you 

began your narrction of this convers~tion. DV 
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Did you s~y that ~-Ir. Ehrlic: 1 ; ;-;.:1~ told you t:hat Hr. 

Hunt was asking for a great ,1eal of roncy and that he might, . 

in effect, blow the lid off? 

A 

Q 

That's right. That is correct, yes. 

And did he indicate that -- did you say that, if 

the money was not paid, according to Mr. Ehrlichman, that Mr. 

Hunt would, in essence, tell all he knew? 

tion? 

A 

Q 

A 

In essence, that's correct. 

And what occurred after this part of the conversa-

I asked for a meeting with Nr. Ehrlicl:nnan to dis-

cuss this situation. Re agreed, end Itoet with him the next 

13 afternoon in his office, March 21st, in t:he West Wing of the 

14 White House, second floor. · 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 Ii 
,J 

Q Now, were you waiting for him for some ti.Die in his 

outer office? 

A I waited there, I think, probably for an hour and 

a half. I'm not sure exactly what time the meeting had been 

set for -- 2:00, 3:00, 4:00, somewhere in there. But, in any 

event, I had to wait quite a while before I was able to get: 

in, or he came in and we were able to go in his office to

gether. 

Q .A,nd did you know where Mr. Ehrlichman had been priol 

to his meeting with you? 

A I didn't know for certain. I assumed that he had 

DV 
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FRID.~Y. !'.L\~CH 16, 1973 

8:15 HRH office 
__ __. __ _ 

9:00 Congressman Rhudes, Di-Sona. 
10:00 Everett Er-lid;: (_:.\BC), Gene Co.,,var.. 

11 :00 jack suther.la.nd (Us New3 and Vforld Ref)ort) 

11:30 Ron .i\[cCready 
12:00 Buehl Ber ,entson (Senatorial ca....--n?aign cor:-uni.ttee) 

. 12:30 w-rlCA ta!_Je for ·Jack Scott 
:1:00 Lunch with Jim Lehrer - Sans Souci 
2:30 Secretary We:inberger 

· .. 3:00 .:.4;4~-· ----=P-=res ident 
5:15-6:45 President, Her.man Kahn · 

To Ga.mp David (with. Joby and Bob) 

/ ,·MONDAY, :MARCH 19, 1973 

· 8: IJ _____ .. ..;:H:.:::.:..R:.:H:.::. of fie e 

11:30 .,Fran.1< Gannon 
12:00 . .. Bob Tirri..m. {Chairman, CAB) 
2:00 ·- Jules Witcover {WH staff story) 
3 :00 Nat Owings, David Childs, Len Garment (Bicent~nnial 

Gardens) 
··s:30 President 

/ rvLJ\R CH 20, 1973 

7:30 KRC meeting 
8:30 R epublica;i Leadershi? - Cabinet Room 
11 :30 President ------::-. 1 :OD Lunch in .Mess with Bill Simon, Bradford Cook 

Q:3.9 John Dean 
4:00 President, Bush 
7:00 Birthday- dinner at Trader Vic:3 - Jody and. Bob, li.;.llin~ 
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65. On March 20, 1973 Dean had a conversation with Richard Moore, 

Special Counsel to the President. Dean told Moore that Hunt was demand

ing a large sum of money before his sentencing on March 23, and that 

if this payment were not made, Hunt was threatening to say things that 

would be very serious for the White House. After this conversation, 

Dean and Moore met with the President from 1:42 to 2:31 p.m. According 

to information furnished to the Senate Select Committee by Special Counsel 

Buzhardt, the President and Moore agreed that a statement should be re

leased immediately after the sentencing of the defendants, According to 

Moore, following this meeting he told Dean that Dean should tell the 

President what he knew. According to Dean, Dean told Moore that Dean 

did not think the President understood all of the facts involved in the 

Watergate and particularly the implication of those facts and that Dean 

felt he had to .lay those facts and implications out for the President. 
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On March 19, I was called to meet with the President and 1Ir. Dean 
in the President 's Executive Office Building office. The President 
reiterated his desire to get out a general statement in advance of the 
hearings. He asked us to be thinking about ways that this could be 
done. This would include or could include issuing a full statement 
or ''White Paper"; he was also interested in our thoughts about ways 
to present our story to the Senate in terms of possible depositions, 
affidavits, or possible conferences or meetings which would give the 
Senate all the information it ,vished but which would not cut across 
the separation of powers. He asked Dean and me to consider ways to 
do this. · 

I Now, late on :March 19, 1973, or possibly on l\Iarch 20-before we 
met later that day with the President-Mr. ·Dean told me that Howard · 
Hunt was demanding that a large sum of money be given to him before 
his sentencing on March 23, and that he wanted the money by ,v ednes-
day, the 21st. If the payment were not made, Dean said, Hunt had 
threatened to say things that would be ve17- serious for the White 
House. I replied that this was pure blackmail, and that Dean should .. 
turn it off and have nothing to do with it. I could not imagine, I said, 
that anything that Hunt could say ,vould be as bad as entering into 
a blackmail arrangement. I don't recall :Mr. Dean's exact words, but . 
he expressed ag-reement. . 

This revelation was the culmination of several other guarded com
ments Mr. Dean had made to me in the immediately preceding da_vs. 
He had said that he had been present at two met>tings attended by 
Messrs. Mitchell, Magruder, and Liddy before the bugging arrests, 
during which Liddy had proposed wild schemes that had been turned 
down-specifically espiona!!e, electronics surveillance, and even kid
napping. He said that the Watergate location had not been mentioned, 
and that he had ''turned off the wild schemes." I believed thi>n and be
lieve today that Mr. Dean had no advance ln1owledge of the Watergate 
bugging and break-in; In addition, he said that if he ever had to testify 
before the ,rrand jury, his testimony would conflict with )Ir. Ma
gruder's, and that he had heard that if Magruder faced a perjury . 
charge he would take others with him . . 

Mr. Dean had also mentioned to me in these davs in )[arch that 
earlier activities of Messrs. Hunt and Liddy-not. directly related to 
·watergate-could be seriously embarrassin.!? to the administration if 
they ever came to light. He had also implied to me that he knew of 
payments being made to the defendants for litigation expenses, and 
Hunt's explicit blaclanail demand raised serious questions in my mind . 

. as to the nurpose of these payments. 
This brings me to the afternoon of March 20, when )[r. Dean and I 

met with the President in the Oval Office. The meM:ing lasted about 
half nn hour . The President again stated his hope that we could put 
out a fnll statement in advance of the hearings. and ag":-tin he expressed 
his desire that we be forthcoming, as he put it. He made somP compari
wns as to our attitude and the attitude of pre,·ions ndministrations. 
and he wanted us to make sure that we were the most forthcomin!? of 
all. ~ 

As I sat thronith the meeting of March 20 with the President and 
l\fr. Dt>an in the 0ml Office, I cami> to the ton1'.'l11sion in mv own mind 
that the President conld not be aware of the things thnt Denn wns 
worried about or hnd been hinting at to me. let al011e Howard Hunt's 
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blackmail demand. Indeed, as the President talked about getting the 
:vhole story out-as he had done repeatedly in the recent meet~gs
!t seemed crystal clear to me that he knew of nothing that was mcon
sistent with the pr.eyiously stated conclusion that the ·white House was 
uninvolved in the ·watergate affair; before or after the event. 

As we closed the door of the Oval Office and turned into the hall, 
I decided to raise the issue directly with )fr. Dean. I said that I had 
the feeling that the President had no knowledge of the things that 
were worrying Dean. I asked Dean whether he hacl ever told the Presi
dent about them. Dean replied that he had not, and I asked whether 
anyone else had. Dean said he didn't think so. I said, and I use quota
tion marks to indicate the substance, and I think these are almost. my · 
precise words-I said, "Then the President isn't being served, he is 
reaching a point where he is going to have to make critical decisions 
and he simply has to know ail the facts. I think you should go in and 
tell him what you know, you will feel better, it will be right for him~ 
nnd it will be good for the country.:' . . . . 

I do not recall whether Dean told me he would take acti~n or not, 
but I certainly had the impression that he was .· receptive. In any 
event, the question was resolved that very evening when I received 
a call at home sometime after dinner and it was :.Mr. · Dean, who .sa.id 
that the President had just phoned him and .that he had" decided that 

·. ' this was the moment to speak up. He ' said that he told the President 

L
that things ha.d been. going on that the Pres.ident. ·• should kno. w abo. ut 
and it was important that Dean see him alone and tell him. Dean said 
that the President readily agreed and told Dean to come in the follow-
ing morning. I congratulated :Mr. Dean and wished him well. ·. 
· The next day, March 21, Mr. Dean told me that he had indeed 

met with the President at 10 o'clock and had talked with him for 2 
hours and had . in his words, "Let it all out." I said, "Did you tell 
him about the Howard Hunt business?" Deari. replied that he had t-0Id . 
the President everything. I .asked ·him if the President had been su.r-· 
prised and he said yes. I say he said yes in terms of his response; . ·. 
\',hether yes is the exact words

1 
but it was an affirmative statement. 

Following this critical meetmg on .March 21, I . had several subse
quent meetings and telephone conversations with :Ur. Dean alone, as · 
well as several meetings with the President which )fr. Dean did not 
attend. I do not dispute :Mr. Dean's account of the ineetings between · 
us as to any substantive point, and I ha\1-eno direct knowledge of what 
transpired in :Mr. Dean's subsequent meetings with the President. Bnt 
nothing said in my meetings or conversations with <Mr. Dean or my 
meetings . with the President suggests in any way that before :March . 
21 the President. had known-or that . lfr. Dean believefl he had 
known-of any im·olv{'ment of ,,11ite Honse personnel in the bugging 
or the coverup. Indeed, )fr. Dean's own account that he and I agrePd 
on the impoitance of persnadingthe President to make a prompt dis
closure of all that the President had just. learnecl is hardly com
patible with a belief on :\fr. Dean's part that the President himself 
had known the critical facts all along-. In one of my tnlks with the 
President,the President said he had kept asking himself whether there 
had been any sign or cine whieh slwnld hare led him to discover the 
true facts earli~·r. I told him that I wished that I had hem more 
skeptical and inquisitive so that I could haw serwd the Presidency 
better. 
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statements on executive privile~e and his wilHngne;;.s to go to court on 
the matter. He opined that he did not think that the Senate would be 
dumb enough to go for the bait he had given th<>m but he was hopeful 
that they might. 

MEETING OF l\LU?CH 19 

As I best recall this meeting, it was a rather rambling discussion 
regarding media problems in connection with the Gray hearings. As 
the discu."!Sion proceeded, I suggested that J1r. )IOQre might like to 
engage in this conversation with us. There was some discussion of 
Sena.tor Ervin's appearance the preceding Sunday on "Face the Xa
tion,'1 and whether or not it would be appropriate for me to respond t<_> 
some of the points that were being made re~arding my requested ap
pearance before the Senate ,Tudiciary Committee. I told the President 
that I would work with Dick Moore in preparing a draft response. 

r: · MEETINGS OF }!ARCH 20 

The President had called me earlier that morning to tell me that I 
ould work up a draft letter of response as a result of the discussions 

that we had had the preceding evening with )foore. I told him I was 
drafting a letter and he told me as soon as I had the letter prepared 
that I should. arrange to meet with him. Shortly after lunch~ I took over 
a draft copy of the letter which I had developed with Mr. Jfoore and 
I have submitted a copy of that draft letter to the committee. 

[The document referred to was marked exhibit No. 34-39.*] 
)fr. DEAN. The President read the draft and we discussed it. There 

,was no resolution of the problem. He told me to talk with Zie~ler. I 
told him that if I did this as a sworn statement, that I was going to 
obviously redraft it very carefully before I signed any affidaYit on the 
letter. 

It ·was during the afternoon of March 20 that I talked again with 
Dick :Hoore about the entire coveri.tp. I told l\Ioore that there were 
new and more threatening demands for support money. I told him 
that Hunt had sex:it a message to me-through Paul O'Brien-that he 
wanted $72,000 for living expenses and $50,000 for attornev's fees and 
if he did not receirn it that week he wonld reconsider his options and 
have a lot to sav about the seamv thin!!S he had done for Ehrlichman 
while at the ,V1iite House. I told l\Ioore that I had about reachecl the 
end of the line, and was now in a position to deal W"ith the President 
to end the cm·ernp. I did not discuss with Jfoore the fact that I had 
discussed money and clemencv with the President earlier. but I told 
him that I reall v didn't think ·the President understood all of the facts 
im·olved in the 1'7 ater:rate and particularly the implications of those 
facts. I told him that the matter was continu:11ly compounding itself r ~nd I f.elt that I had to lav the facts out for th.e President as well as 
~ ,implication of those facts. 2\foore encouraged me to do so. 

PHoxE CoxvERSATIOX OF JLrncn 20 

·when the President called and we had a mther mmbling- discussion. 
I told him :it tlw conclusion of the convP1-sation that eYPning that I 
wanted to talk with him as soon .is possible abont the w·ate1·g-:1te matter 

• ~fle p. 1252. 
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lv1EETINGS AND TELEPHONE CONVERSATION"S BETWEEi'i 

THE PRESIDENT AND JOHN W. DEAN, III 

No contact between the President and John \V. Dean, III, during January, 
February, and March 1972 

April 13, 1972 

PM 4:31 4:34 President met with Frank :OeMarco, Jr., and 
John Dean to sign 1971 income tax returns. 

May I, 1972 

PM 3:02 3:07 President had photo opportunity in Rose Garden for 
National Secretaries \Veek. Mr. Dean attended 

No contact between the President and John W. Dean, III, during June and 
July 1972. 

August 14, 

PM 
12:45 
12:49 
12:49 
12:49 
12:49 
12:49 
12:49 
12:49 

1972 

1 :11 
l :09 
l :11 
l :11 
l :12 
I: 12 
1 :12 
1: 12 

The President met to sign personal legal documents with: 
The First Lady 
John J. Ratchford 
Mr. Butterfield 
Mr. Haldeman 
Mr. Ehrlichman 
John W. Dean, III 
John H. AlexanJer 
Richard S. Ritzel 

No other contact during August 1972 

(969) 



65.3 MEETINGS AND CONVERSATJJJNS BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND JOHN DEAN~ 
MARCH 20 1973 .. 

September 15, 1972 

PM 

3:15 6:17 
5:27 6:17 

The President met ,vith: 

Mr. Haldeman 
Mr. Dean 

(The President talked with Mr. MacGregor by 

phone from 5 :36 to 5 :38) 

No other contact during September 1972 

October 9, 1972 

PM 3:10 3:34 

3:23 3:34 

The President met with Samuel Newhouse, President 

of Newhouse Newspapers and Newhouse Broadcasting 

and Herb Klein. 
John Dean joined' the meeting. 

November 8, 1972 

The President attended a senior staff meeting in the 

Roosevelt Room. Mr. ··John Dean ,vas in 

attendance. 

November 12, 1972 

8:40 8:44 The President met aboard "Spirit of 1 76 11 with 

Rose Mary Woods and Mr. and Mrs. Joh.., Dean 

No contact between the President and John 'IV. Dean, III, during November 

and December 1972, 

(9'70) 



65.3 MEETINGS AND CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND JOHN DEAN, 
MARCH 20 1973 

1.Ul~:30 
January 21, 1973 

AM 11 :05 12:04 President and First L ady hosted Worship Service. 
John Dean attended. 

February 27, 1973 

PM 3:55 4:20 President met ,vith John Dean alone in Oval Office. 

February 28, 1973 

AM 9:12 10:23 President met with John Dean in Oval Office. 

March 1, 1973 

AM 9: 18 9:46 President met with his Counsel, John W. Dean, III, 
/ in the Oval Office. 

i/(At 9:36 the President rec'd a call from AG Kleindienst. Dean 
}0:36 10:44 President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. too the call. 

v{Mr. Kissinger was present from 10:30 - 10:37.) 
PM 1 :06 1 :14 President met ,vith Mr. Dean in the 0-"°al Office 

March6, 1973 

AM 11:49 12:00 President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. 

March 7, 1973 

AM 8:53 9:16 

1v1arch 8, 1973 

At vI 9:51 9:54 

President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. 

President met with .i\1r . D e an in the Oval Offi.ce. 

M.1~,. 
i • ,; c\ 1 • ~ • 
~- ; -~·-; 

,. : ~ J 
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1'-Aarch 10, 1973 

AM 9:20 9:44 

March 13, 1973 

101530 
President talked long distance with Mr. Dean. 

President initiated the call from Camp David 
to Mr. Dean who was in Washington, D. C. 

PM 12:42 2:00 President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. 

March 14, 1973 

AM 8:36 

8:55 8:59 
9:43 10:50 

(Mr. Haldeman was present from 12:43-12:55) 

President telephoned Mr. Dean. The call was not 
completed, 

Mr. Dean returned the call and talked ,vith the President. 
President met with Mr. Dean in the P's EOB Office. 

Also present were: 
, Mr. Kissinger (departed at 9:50) 

Ronald L. Ziegler 
Richard A. Moore (9:55-10:50) 

PM 12:27 12:28 President telephoned Mr. Dean. 
12:47 1:30 President met with Mr. Moore and Mr. Dean. , 
, 4:25 4:26 President talked ,vith Mr. Dean. (The President 

initiated the call.) 
4:34 4:36 President talked ,ivith Mr. Dean. (Mr. Dean 

initiated the call.) 

1973 

6:24 - President met with Mr. Dean and Mr. Moore 
in the Oval Office. 
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March 16, 1973 10153,..; 

AM 10:34 11 :06 President met w ith f\fr. Dean in the O val Office. 
Mr, Ziegl e r was present from 10 :58-11:10. 

PM . 8:14 8:23 Preside n t talked wi th Mr. Dean. (The President 

initiated . .the call. ) 

March 17, 1973 

PM 1:25 2:10 President met with M r. Dean in the Oval Office. 

l.farch 19, 1973 

PM .· 4:59 President requested that Mr. Moore and Mr. Dean 

join hirn in his EOB Office. 

5:03 5:41 President met with Mr. Moore and Mr. Dean in 

his EOB Office. 

March 20, 1973 

AM i0:46 10:47 President tall,ed ,vith Mr. Dean. (The President 
initiated the call. ) 

PM 12:59 1:00 President talked with Mr. Dean. (The President 
initiated the call.) 

1:42 2:31 President met with Mr. Dean and Mr. Moore. 

L 7:29 7:43 President talked with Mr. Dean. (The P.reside:::1t 

initiated th e call. ) 

(973) 
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65.3 MEETINGS AND CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN THE: PRESIDEN'.f AND JOHN DEAN
3 MARCH 20 1973 

March 21, 1973 

AM 10:12 11:55 President met with Mr. Dean in the Oval Office. 
:t\.1r. Haldeman was also present for at least 
part of the time. 

PM 5:20 6:01 President met withMr. Dean in the President's 
EOB office. Also present were: 

Mr. Ziegler (departed at 5:25) 

Mr. Haldeman () 1 r:-3Q 
Mr. Ehrlichman (5:25-6:01) 1, _:.) 

VGen. Sco,vcroft (5:27-6:05) 

March 22, 1973 

PM 1:57 3:43 President met with Mr. Dean in the President's 

March 23, 1973 

EOB Office. Also present were: 
Mr. Ehrlichman (2:00-3:40) 
Mr. Haldem2.:n .(2:01-3:40) 
Mr. Mitchell (Z:01-3:43) 

PM 12:44 1:02 President talked · long distance with Mr; Dean. 
(The President initiated the call from Florida 
to Mr. Dean who was iri ·Washirigton, D. C.) . 

3:28 3:44 President talked long didance with Mr. Dean. 
(The President initiated the call from Florida 
to Mr. Dean who w~s in Camp David, Md.) 

_No contact during the period April 1-14 

April 15, 1973 

PM . 9:17 10 :12 President met with Mr. Dean in the President's 
EOB Office. 

1 
/March 22: 

(,,,' 

Deleted -- (Mr. Dean was scheduled to attend the President's 
staff briefing in the EOB Briefing Room which 
the President attended from 8 :44-9:03. Attendance 

was not confirmed on this briefing.) 
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65.3 f1EETINGS AND CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND JOHN DEAN~ 
MARCH 20 1973 

April 16, 1973 

AM 10:00 10:-10 President met with Mr. Dean in Oval Office. 

PM 4:07 4:35 President met with Mr. Dean in the President's 
EOB Office. 

4:04 4:05 President talked vrith Mr. Dean. (The President 
initiated the call. ) 

· April .17, 1973 

AM 9:19 9:25 President talked with Mr. Dean. · (The President 
initiated the call. ) 

101~ao 
April 22, 1973 

AM 8:24 8:39 President phoned Mr. Dean from Key Biscayne. 
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March 17, 1973 

::,..,:a1·ch 19, 1973 

r:, 
1 

rc.1 20, 1973 

L 

65. 4 MEMORANDUM OF JOHN DEAN 1S CONVERSATIONS WITH THE PRESIDENT, 

MARCH 20, 1973 

--.. -

E}n-lid:;·na;1,- The Prr!sictcht suggcsffcl Dean sl1ould 
possibly go to Camp David to write his rc!~)ort. 

Presid0nt had 1nade a note on a press survey containing 
an article -alfotJing \Vhitc House involvement for follow
up (Dean ~ossi'oly has copy of this). Dean again sug
gested they L ... i:ir:g out 1968 bugging and Pr.csid(rnt 
said .Kldr,di,2,1.;;t had advised against it. Several 
na1ne s were discussed as possibly subject to attack: 
Colson, Halden1an, Ehrlich.man, Mitch,~11 and Dean 
himself. The President asked De::-.n point-hlar.~-if 
he kr1ew about t.hc planned brcak-ii1 in a<h ·.i.nce. Dean 
said no, there thc:re was no actual \Vhite HoL1se invol
vernent r,~gardl,:ss of appeanrnccs except p r:,ssihly 
Strach~n. De,rn told Pre siq.~!1t Magruder puf,11cd 
Liddy hard ,)ut that Haldeman was not involved. 
The President want9<l Haldeman, Ehrlichman a.nd 
D,!a'1. to talk to the Con,rnittcc and Dea.n resisted. 
Dean told the President of the Ells berg ln;eak-in but 
that it had nothing to do with \\Tatergate. 

(Ma1'ch 19: :i"~rvin had been on F;1cc t'.lc :i'·!ation and 
accused Dean of r1iciing behind exec·utive privilege.) 

It was decidecf Dean \vould send a letter or s'.vorn 
statcn1ent to the Judiciary Con,n,ittce ,,n sw,'ring 
certain qu,~stions. -

(Rl!~);.1.'.)l.ic::1.n l.:--::-..2,'.!j"E-hip h;:.d been in t1~at r:iay.) 
D(:.;:-1.n l:i:;cu. 0 s~~a l'.'~itcl-..ell's p:roblerns '.Vith ti1c:. !:;rand 
jury, Vesco ; .. nc the Gurney press conf e rcn,:e, 
The Preside:.:.t and Moore agreed that t:1e wh ole 
j,nvestiga.tion should be- 1~ade -public and tirnt a state
ment should be 1·ele:c:.sed irrnnediatcly after the sen
tencitJg of the c1efenciants. Dean suggested that each 
n1en· .. ~er of - trle-}--:: r'1i.n-Cornn1itlee be ·chall e n1 cd to 
invite an FBI in·\·e stigation of his O\.Vn Senate carnpaign. 
The President called Dean that night :ind D, ··cln r:;~.:...id 
that there v..·as "n.ut ~.,_ scintilla of e· ,.r] (\ ·:nc c" to ir1di

cate V/"hjte 1-Iouse involvement arv1 D <! ... n s i~.';J-;•!t;l(;ti 

he giye_ t11,: ::,resident a 1nore in --c:~~~,::-t:·~. hT i i"~iing on 

,vhat had 1 .1,:.,µi1·ed. 

-3-
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65.4 FRED THOMPSON AFFIDAVIT., SSC EXHIBIT NO. · ?OA, · 4 SSC J 794,.:.95 

\ -

17!)4 

EXHIBIT Xo. 70,\ 

L~ THE UNITED ST;.;.TES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

SENATE SE~;::c7 COY .. M.ITTEE ON PRESIDE:-.T.IAL 
CAMPAlGN ACT!"v!TIES 0 ET. AL: 

v. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

~<:;;HARD :M. :-."!XO!'\, ) 
INDIVIDuALLY A.',;) AS PRESO:C:~T OF TEE u~TED STATES) 

THE WHIT.E nOUSE 
W ASHI~GTO~. D. C. 

Defendant 

AFFt!)A\"IT OF FRED D. THOY.:PSO:'f 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Civil 
Action 
No. __ _ _ 

Free D. Tho::i.json, being swo~. Ce?OSeS a.nd sa.ys: 

1. E.:ly in June, 19i3, tho Wb.ite House tra.:amitted. 

to fae Select Cor:-.ini~ee a memo::-2.:icum (which. is attached to t.'iis 

affidavit) listing ·ce::-tai:l oral co=unicatio:i.s, both face-to-face and 

telephonic, between President Richard ::--.t. Nixo:i and J' ohn Wesley Dean III. 

This memorandum., int-;r alla ;- includes ._the -exact times a.nd durations o! 

these convnunicatio::is, and, in the case o! face-to-face cotr..rnunications, 

the other participants, if any, in those conversations. 
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1795 

Z. Shortly the rea!tc r, I ·received a. telo:p:1one ,:;..!1 

.f'rom J. Fred Buzhardt, Spe~i~l Ccu."\sel to the Presicier.t. Ourir,g 

this te!e;,hone call, Mr. Buzhardt related to me his U."\derstantiir.i; 

as to t:.e s-.:bstance 0£ certain portions- o! the enumerated convers .a.tions 

between tr.e ?ro!sident and Mr. Dean. 

3. D\;ring my c!iscussioi. with Mr. Buzhardt, I 

made c:etailed notes on the· in!or:n .. tion tha.t he - ga.ve me. Gpon 

conclusion o! the conversation, I ;,rom;,tly prepared a "Memorandum 

of S\.bs:ance oi Dea.n's Calls a.,c! Y.eeting wit:.'1 the President." a 

CO?Y o! ,.nic::. is atuched to c.is a;:~davit. It is rny belie£ that this 

· me:nora:cu.-:l a.c:c:urately re;1ec~:i the 'in!o:'mation imparted to me by 

~rec! 

( 
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66. On March 20, 1973 John Dean had an evening telephone conversation 

with the President during which he arranged a meeting with the President 

for the next morning. According to the edited transcript of this con

versation made public by the White House, Dean requested a meeting with 

the President to go over soft spots and potential problem areas, Dean 

said that his prior conversation with the President had been "sort of 

bits and pieces" and that he wanted to paint the whole picture for the 

President. The President agreed to such a meeting, and the President 

also instructed Dean to try to write a general statement like one that 

would state categorically that based on Dean's investigation Haldeman, 

Colson and others were not involved in the Watergate matter. 

66.1 White House edited transcript of tape recorded 
telephon,e conversation between President Nixon 

Page 

and John Dean, March 20, 1973 ••••..•••.•••••.•.•••• 980 
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66.1 WHITE HOUSE TRANSCRIPT OF MARCH 20, 1973 CONVERSATION, 1-8 

,.-:;CH 20, 1973, . i7 :29-7 :43 · PM) - TELEPHONE CONVERSATION -L!!!;. PRESil)ENT/OEAN 

P John Dean, please. 

Opr Yes, Mr. President. 

P Hello. 

D Yes, Sir. · 

P You are having rather long days these days, aren't 

you? I guess we all have. 

D I think they will continue to be longer. 

(Material unrelated to Presidential actions deleted) 

lGl 

D The other witness they have now subpoenaed - there are 

two other witnesses - there is a Hoback girl from 

the Re-Election Committee - she was inter~ogated 

by Committee staff and counsel as a result of her 

·confidential interviews with the FBI. 

P Hmph. 

D Alleging that that had been leaked by me to them and 

then, of course, that was not true. 

P That's not true. 

D . And the other fellow they are calling is a fellow 

by the name of Thomas Lombard who is trying to establish 

a link between Dean on that one. Lombard did volun

teer work for me in my office and did volunteer 

work for Liddy and at one time he saw Liddy in my 

office. Big deal. It was purely campaign, you know. 
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P Well, is that what Lombard will testify to, or 

will he testify to -

D Well he has written a very lengthy letter to the 

Conunittee declining to testify originally and saying 

this is all I would have to say and it is probably 

not relevant. I know nothing of Dean and Liddy's 

connection. 

P Right. 

D Other than the fact that they --

P That's not bad then - maybe he will make a pretty 

good witness. 

D He might. He might. 

P What about the HGback girl? 

D The Hoback girl should be broken down. She should 

come out in tears as a result of the fact that she 

is virtually lying about one thing and our people 

will be on the 

P You mean -- do our people know what to ask her? 

D Yes they do. Yes they do. 

P Uh,huh. Why is she doing it? Do we know? 

D She - ah 

P Disgruntled? Somebody -

D Disgruntled. She has been fairly disgruntled all 

. along. She is a Democrat that worked over there in 

(981) 
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D Finance Committee. She professes a personal loyalty 

to Maury Stans but that is about the extent of it, 

any, of her loyalty. 

P Yeah. 

D I never have figured out how she got in there. 

(Material unrelated to Presidential action deleted) 

lG3 

p . They didn't bite the bullet with regard to subpoenaing 

you? 

D No. I don't think there is any chance they are 

going to do that. 

P That's rather interesting isn't it? Something 

ought to be made of that. ,.. ___ _ 
D Unless they get -- they are taking more evidence on 

me. Obviously with these other two witnesses, not 

that I think anything will come out of this. It will 
('." 

just .be- more I bad a conversation with John 

Ehrlichman this afternoon before he came down to 

visit you. I think that one thing that we have to 

continue to do, and particularly right now, is to 

examine the broadest, broadest implications of this 

whole thing, and, you know, maybe about 30 minutes 

of just my recitation to you of facts so that you 

operate from the same facts that everybody else has. 

P Right. 
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D I don't think -- We have never really done that. 

It has been sort of bits and pieces. Just paint the 

whole picture for you, the soft spots, the potential 

problem areas 

P Uh,huh. 

D and the like so that when you make judgments you 

will have all that information. 

P Would you like to do that -- when? 

1S4 

D I would think, if its not inconvenient for you, sir, 

I would like to sort of draw all my thoughts together 

and have a -- just make some notes to myself so 

I didn't 

P Could you do it tomorrow? 

D Yes, Sir. Yes, Sir. 

P Uh ,huh. Wel 1, · then we could probably do it, say, 

around ten o1clock. 

D That would be fine, sir. 

P Do you just want to do it alone? Want anybody else 

there? 

D I think just 

P It is better witn nobody else there, isn't it? 

D Absoi'utely. 

P Anybody else they are all partisan interest virtually. 

D That's right. 
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P Right. Fine. The other thing I was going to say 

just is this -- just for your own thinking I 

still want to see, though I guess you and Dick 

are still working on your letter and all that sort 

of thing? 

C We are and we are coming to -- the more we work on 

it the more questions we see --

p That you don't want to answer, huh? 

D that bring problems by answering. 

P And so you are coming up, then, with the idea of 

just a stonewall then? Is that 

D That's right. 

P Is that what you come down with? 

D Stonewall, with lots of noises that we are ~lways 

willing to cooperate, but no Qfle is asking us for 

anything. 

·P And they never will, huh? There is no way th!=lt you 

could make even a general statement that I could put 

out? You understand what I --

D I think we could. 

P See, for example, I was even thinking if you could 

exren talk to Cabinet, the leaders, you know, just 

orally and say, "I have iooked into this, and this 

is that," so that people get sort of a feeling that 

(984) 
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P your own people have got to be reassured. 

D Uh,huh. 

P Could you do that? 

D Well, I think I can but I don't think you would 

want to make that decision until we have about a 

P No, I want to know. I want to know where all the 

bodies are first. 

D And then, once you decide after that, we can 

program it anyway you want to do . it. 

P Yeah. Because I think, for example, you could do 

1G6 

it oral~y, even if you don't want to make the written 

statement. You could do it orally before the Cabinet, 

the leaders and the rest. Lay it all out. You see, 

I would not be present. You just lay it all out and 

I just -- See what I mean? 

D Uh,huh. 

P Now that is one thing. The other thing is that I 

· do think there is something to be said for not maybe 

this complete answer to .this fellow, but maybe just 

a statement to me. My versions are these: bing, bing, 

bing. That is a possibility. 

D Uh, huh. 

P What I mean is we need something to answer somebody, 

answer things, you know they say, "What are you 

basing this on", I can say, "Well, my counsel has 
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P advised me that" -- Is that possible or not, or are 

1G7 

D Well, you know there is that -- and there is always 

the FBI report which we have probably not relied upon 

enough. There is not one scintilla of evidence. 

P I know. But I mean, can't you say that? Or do you 

want to put it out? 

D . Ah, ··it could be said, and it is some thing we haven' t 

really emphasized. Pat Gray is the only person who 

has said it and it has really never gotten picked up. 

P How would you do it then? What I meant, isn't that 

something that you could say? Do you want to publish 

the FBI report? 

D Oh, no, because at our own strictures we are trying 

to place an up - right 
. 

P But you could say, "I have this and this is that." 

Fine. See what I am getting at is that, if apart 

from a statement to the Committee or anything else, 

if you could just make a statement to me that we 

can use. You know, for internal purposes and to 

answer questions, etc. 

D As we did when you, back in August, made the state

ment that ---

P That's right. 

D And all the things 
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P You've got to have something where it doesn't 

appear that I am doing this in, you know, just in 

a -- saying to hell with the Congress and to hell 

with the people, we are not going to tell you any

thing because of Executive Privilege. That, they 

don't understand. But if you say, "No, we are 

willing to cooperate," and you've made a complete 

statement, but make it very incomplete. See, that 

is what I mean. I don't want a, too much in chapter 

and verse as you did in your letter, I just want 

just a general --

D An all around statement. 

P That's right. Try just something general. Like 

1G8 

"I have checked into this matter; I can categorically, 

based on my investigation, the following: Haldeman 

' 

is not involved in this, that and the other thing. 

Mr. Colson did not do this; Mr. so and so did not 

do this. Mr. Blank did not do this." Right down 

the line, taking the most glaring things. If there 

are any further questions, please let me know. See? 

D 'Uh, huh. I think we can do that. 

P That is one possibility, and then you could say 

that such things -- and then use the FBI report to 

the Cabinet and to the leaders. It might just be 

(987) 





67. On March 21, 1973 the President met with John Dean from 10:12 

to 11:55 a.m. R.R. Haldeman joined the meeting at approximately 11:15 

a .m. The following is an index to certain of the subjects discussed in 

the course of the March 21, 1973 morning meeting: 

35-905 (Pt. 2) 0 - 7 4 - 20 

Possible involvement of Haldeman, 
Dean, Mitchell, Magruder, Colson, 
Strachan and Porter in Watergate 
matter 

Clemency and Watergate defen-

Transcript 
Page 

.••••. 5-28 

dants • • • • • • ••••••• 61-62 

Whether money should be paid 
to E. Howard Hunt. • • • ••••••• 40-42, 105-06 

67.1 Tape recording of meeting between the President 
and John Dean, joined later by R.R. Haldeman, 
March 21, 1973, 10:12 - 11:55 a.m., and House 

Page 

Judiciary Committee transcript thereof ••••••••••••• 990 
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67.1 TRANSCRI'PT OF MARCH 21, 1973 MEETING FROM 10:12 - 11:55 A.M., 
1-126 -

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE IMPEACHMENT INQUIRY STAFF 

FOR THE 

HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

OF A RECORDING OF A MEETING AMONG 

THE PRESIDENT, JOHN DEAN AND H. R. HALDEMAN 

ON MARCH 21, 1973 FROM 10:12 TO 11:55 A.M. 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE IMPEACHMENT INQUIRY 
STAFF_FOR THE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE OF A 
RECORDING OF A MEETING AMONG THE PRESIDENT, 
JOHN DEAN AND H. R. HALDEMAN ON MARCH 21, 1973 
FROM 10:12 TO 11:55 A.M. 

John, sit down, sit down. 

Good morning. 

Well, what is the Dean summary of the day about? 

John caught me on the way out and asked me about why Gray 

was holding back on information, if that was under instruc

tions from us. And it, uh, it was and it wasn't. Uh, it 

was instructions proposed by the Attorney General, consis

tent with your press conference statement that no further 

raw data was to be turned over to the 

Full committee 

full committee. 

Right. 

And that was the extent of it. And Gray, himself, is the 

one who reached the conclusion that no more information 

be turned over; he'd turned over enough. Uh, so this is 

again Pat Gray making decisions on his own as to how to 

handle his hearings. He has been totally unwilling all 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

along to take any guidance, any instruction. We don't know 

what he is going to do. He is not going to talk about it. 

He won't review it, uh, and I don't think 

Right. 

he does it to harm you in any way, sir. 

He's just quite stubborn and, he's quite stubborn; also he 

isn't very smart. You know he and I --

He is bullheaded. 

He is smart in his own way, but, 

Yeah. 

but he's got that typical, "Well, by God this is right 

and they're not going to do it." 

That's why he thinks he'll be confirmed, because he thinks he's 

being, he's being his own man. He's being forthright, honest. 

He's feels he has turned over too much and so it's a conscious 

decision that he is harming the Bureau by doing this and so 

he is not going to --

[Sighs)! hope to God that we get off [unintelligible] though 

today that, this is because the White House told him to do this 

or that or the other thing. And also, I told Ehrlichrnan, I 

don't see why our little boys can't make something out of the 

fact that God darn it this is the, this is the, the only 

-2-
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DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

responsible decision you could possibly make. The FBI cannot 

turn over raw files. Has anybody made that point? I have tried. 

Sam Ervin has made that point himself. 

Did he? 

Uh, in fact, in reading the transcript of Gray's hearings, Ervin 

tried to hold Gray back from doing what he was doing at the time 

he did it. Uh, I thought it was very unwise. I don't think 

that anyone is criticizing 

Well, let's say, 

your position on it. 

let's make the point, let's make the point that the raw files 

cannot be turned over. 1:-Tell, I think that point should 

be made. 

That, that --

We are standing for the rights of innocent individuals. The 

American Civil Liberty Union is against it. We're against it. 

{Unintelligible] the tradition, and it will continue to be the 

tradition that all files are -- I'd like to turn them all over 

to somebody. I'd like to get a chance for Spiro to put it out. 

{Unintelligible] and let them see what is in one. 

How damaging --

-3-
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

Any further word on, on Sullivan? Is he still --

Yeah, he's,he's going to be over to see me today, this 

morning, hopefully, sometime. Uh --

As soon as you get that, I'll be available to talk to you 

this afternoon. 

All right, sir. 

I will be busy until about one o'clock; after that we can 

contact. Anytime you are through I would like to see whatever 

[unintelligible] he has. We've got something but I'd like to 

just see what it is. 

Uh, the reason I thought we ought to talk this morning is 

because in, in our conversations, uh, uh, I have, I have the 

impress ion that you don I t know everything I know,· 

That's right. 

and it makes it very difficult for you to make judgments that, 

uh, that only you can make 

That's right. 

on some of these things and I thought that --

You've got, in other words, I've got to know why you feel that, 

uh, that something 

-4-
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DEAN: Well, let me, 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

, DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

that, that we shouldn't unravel something. 

let me give you my overall first. 

In other words, your, your judgment: as to where it stands, 

and where we go now. 

I think, I think that, uh, there's no doubt about the 

seriousness of the problem we're, we've got. We have a 

cancer -- within -- close to the Presidency, that's growing. 

It's growing daily. It's compounding, it grows geometrically 

now, because it compounds itself. Uh, that'll be clear as 

I explain, you know, some of the details, uh, of why it is, 

and it basically is because (1) we're being blackmailed; 

(2) uh, people are going to start perjuring themself very 

quickly that have not had to perjure themselves to protect 

other people and the like. And that is just -- And there 

is no assurance~ 

That it won't bust. 

That that won1 t bust. 

True. 

So let me give you the sort of basic facts, talking first 

-5-
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

about the Watergate; and then about Segretti; and then about 

some of the peripheral items that, uh, have come up. First 

of all, on, on the Watergate: how did it all start, where 

did it start? It started with an instruction to me from 

Bob Haldeman to see if we couldn't set up a perfectly legi

timate campaign intelligence operation over at the Re

election Connnittee. 

Rm. 

Not being in this b~siness, I turned to somebody who had been 

in this business, Jack Caulfield, who is, I don't know if you 

remember Jack or not. He was your original bodyguard before 

Yeah. 

they had 

Yeah. 

candidate, candidate 

Yeah. 

protection, an old New York City policeman. 

Right. I know, I know him. 

Uh, Jack had worked for John and then was transferred to 

my office. I said, "Jack come up with . a plan that, you 

know, is a normal infiltration, I mean, you know, buying 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

information from secretaries and al l that sort of thing." He 

did, he put together a plan. It was kicked around, and, uh, 

I went to Ehrlichman with it. I went to Mitchell with it, and 

the consensus was that Caulfield wasn't the man to do this. 

Uh, in retrospect, that might have been a bad call, 'cause he 

is an incredibly cautious person and, and wouldn't have put 

the situation where it is today. 

Yeah. 

All right, after rejecting that, thEiy said, "We still need 

something," so I was told to look around for somebody that 

could go over to 1701 and do this. That's when I came up with 

Gordon Liddy, who -- They needed a l awyer. Gordon had an 

intelligence background from his FBI service. I was aware of 

the fact that he had done some extremely sensitive things for 

the White House while he'd been at the White House, and he had 

apparently done them well. Uh, going out into Ellsberg's 

doctor's office 

Oh, yeah. 

and things like this. He'd worked with leaks. He'd, you 

know, tracked these things down. Uh, and [coughs] so the 

report that I got from Krogh was that he was a hell of a 

good man and, and not only that, a good lawyer, uh, and 

could set up a proper operation. So we talked to Liddy. 
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Liddy was interested in doing it. Took, uh, Liddy over 

to meet Mitchell. Mitchell thought highly of him because, 

apparently, Mitchell was partially involved i.n his ev--, 

coming to the White House to work for, for Krogh. Uh, 

Liddy had been at Treasury before that. Then Liddy was 

told to put together his plan, you know, how he would run 

an intelligence operation. And this was after he was hired 

over there at the, uh, the Committee. Magruder called me 

in January and said, "I'd like to have you come over and 

see Liddy's plan." 

PRESIDENT: January of ' 72? 

DEAN: January of '72. L;ike, "You come over to Mitchell's office 

and sit in on a meeting where Liddy is going to lay his plan 

out." I said, ''Well, I don't really know as I am the man, 

but if you want me there I will be happy to." [Clears 

throat] So I came over and Liddy laid out a million dollar 

plan that was the most incredible thing I have ever laid 

my eyes on: all in codes, and involved black bag operations, 

kidnapping, providing prostitutes, uh, to weaken the opposi

tion, bugging, uh, mugging teams. It was just. an incredible 

thing. [Clears throat] 

-8-

(998) 



67.1 TRANSCRIPT OF MARCH 21, 1973 MEETING FROM 10:12 - 11:55 A.M., 
1-126 . . ··- ... 

PRESIDENT: But, uh, 

DEAN: And --

PRESIDENT: that was, that was not, uh, 

DEAN: No. 

PRESIDENT: discussed at the 

DEAN: No. 

PRESIDENT: [Unintelligible] 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

No, not at all. And, 

IUnintelligible] 

uh, Mitchell, Mitchell just virtually sat there puffing and 

laughing. I could tell 'cause afte r he -- after Liddy left 

the office I said, "That's the most incredible thing I have 

ever seen." He said, "I agree." And so then he was told 

to go back to the drawing boards and come up with something 

realistic. So there was a second meeting. Uh, they asked me 

to come over to that. I caine into the tail end of the 

meeting. I wasn't there for the first part. I don't know 

how long the meeting lasted. Uh, at this point, they were 

discussing again bugging, kidnapping and the like. And at 

this point I said, right in front of everybody, very clearly, 

I said, "These are not the sort of things (1) that are ever 

to be discussed in the office of the Attorney General of the 

United States" -- where he still was -- "and Iain personally 

incensed." I was trying to get Mitchell off the hook, uh, 

'cause --

I know. 

He's a, he's a nice person, doesn't like to say no under 

-- when people he's going to have to work with. 

That's right. 
-9-

(999) 



67.1 TRANSCRIPT OF MARCH 21, 1973 MEETING FROM 10:12 - 11:55 A.M., 
1-126 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

So, I let, I let it be known. I said "You all pack that 

stuff up and get it the hell out of here 'cause we just, you 

just can't talk this way in this office and you shouldn't, 

you should re-examine your whole thinking." Came back --

Who else was present? Besides you --

It was Magruder, Magruder, 

Magruder. 

Uh, Mitchell, Liddy and myself. I came back right after 

the meeting and told Bob, I said, "Bob, we've got a growing 

disaster on our hands if they' re thinking this way," and I 

said, "The White House has got to stay out of this and I, 

frankly, am not going to be involved in it." He said, "I 

agree John." And, I thought, at that point, the thing 

was turned off. That's the last I heard of it, when I thought 

it was turned off, because it was an absurd proposal. 

Yeah. 

Liddy -- I did have dealings with him afterwards. We never 

talked about it. Now that would be hard to believe for 

some people, but, uh, we never did. Just the fact of the 

matter. 

Well, you were talking about other things. 
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DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

Other things. We had so many other things. 

He had some legal problems at one time. 

Now {coughs] --

But you were his advisor, and I, I understand how you could 

have some, uh, what cam-- what are they campaign laws -- I 

knew that was you, you have -- Haldeman told me you, that you 

were heading all of that up for us. Go ahead. 

Now. {Clears throat] So, Liddy went back after that and 

was over, over at, uh, 1701, the Committee, and I, this is 

where I come into having put the pi,eces together after the 

fact as to what I can put together 'what happened. Liddy sat 

over there and tried to come up with another plan, that he 

could sell. (1) They were talking, saying to him he was 

asking for too much money, and I don't think they 

were discounting the illegal points at this, after 

you know, Jeb is not a lawyer. He didn't know whether this 

was the way the game was played or not, and what it was 

all about. They came up with, apparently, another plan, uh, 

but they couldn't get it approved by anybody over there. So 

Liddy and Hunt apparently came to see Chuck Colson, and 

Chuck Colson picked up the telephone and called Magruder 

and said, "You all either fish or cut bait. Uh, this is 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

absurd to have these guys over there and not using them, 

and if you're not going to use them, I may use them." 

Things of this nature. 

When was this? 

This was apparently in February of 1 72. 

That could be -- Colson know what they were talking about? 

I .can only asstnne, because of his close relationship with 

Hunt. 

Hunt, he had a danm good idea of what they were talking about, 

a danm good idea. He would probably deny it, deny it today 

and probably get away with denying it. But I, uh, I still --

Unless Hunt --

Unless Hunt, uh, blows on him --

But then Hunt isn't enough. It takes two doesn't it? 

Probably. Probably. But Liddy was there also and if, if 

Liddy were to blow --

Then you've got a problem -- I was saying as to the criminal 

liability in the 
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DEAN: Yeah. 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

White House. Okay. 

I will go back over that, and tell 

Was that Colson? 

you where I think the, the soft spots are. 

Colson -- that, that, that Colson, uh, you think was the, uh, 

was the person who 

I think he, 

pushed? 

I think he helped to get the push, get the thing off the 

dime. Now something else occurred, though 

Did Colson -- had he talked to anybody here? 

No. I think this was an independent --

Did he talk to Haldeman? 

No, I don't think so. Now, but here's the other the thing 

where the next thing comes in the chain, I think that Bob 

was assuming that they had something that was proper over 

there, some intelligence gathering operation that Liddy was 

operating. And through Strachan, uh, who was his tickler, 

uh, he started pushing them 

[Sighs] Yeah. 

to get something, to get some 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

information and they took that as a signal -- Magruder 

took that as a signal -- to probably go to Mitchell and 

say, "They are pushing us like crazy for this from the 

White House." And so Mitchell probably puffed on his pipe 

and said, "Go ahead," and never really re..:...:. reflected or:. what 

it was all about. So, they had some plan that obviously had, 

I gather, different targets they were going to go after. 

They were going to infiltrate, and bug, and do all this 

sort of thing to a lot of these targets. This is knowledge 

I have after the fact. {Coughs] And, apparently, they, uh, 

they, they had, they had after, they had initially broken 

in and bugged the Democratic National Committee, they were 

getting information. The information was coming over here 

to Strachan. Some of it was given to Haldeman, uh, there is 

no doubt about it. Uh --

Did he know what it was coming from? 

I don't really know if he would. 

Not necessarily. 

Not necessarily. That's not necessarily. Uh--

Strachan knew what it was from. 

Strachan knew what it was from. No doubt about it, and 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

35 - 90 5 (Pt. 2) 0 - 74 - 21 

whether Strachan -- I have never come to press these people 

on these points because it, 

Yeah. 

it hurts them to, to give up that next inch, so I had to 

piece things together. All right, so· Strachan was aware 

of receiving information, reporting to Bob. At one point 

Bob even gave instructions to change their capabilities 

from Muskie to McGovern, and had passed this back . through 

Strachan to Magruder and, and apparently to Liddy. And 

Liddy was starting to make arrangements to go in and bug 

the, uh, uh, McGovern operation. They had done prelim--

They had never bugged Muskie, though, did they? 

No, they hadn't, but they had a, they had, uh, they'd 

{Unintelligible] 

infiltrated it by a, a, they had 

A secretary. 

a secretary and a chauffeur. Nothing illegal about that. 

{Unintelligible] 

Now, so the information was coming over here and then, uh, 

I finally, after the next point in time where I became 

aware of anything was on June 17th, when I got the word 

that there had been this break-in at the Democratic 

National Committee and somebody from the Committee had been 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

caught, uh, from our Connnittee had been caught in the 

DNC. And I said, "Oh, my God, that, I can only." You 

know, if, instantly putting the pieces together --

[coughs] 

You knew what it was. 

I knew what it was. So I called Liddy, uh, on that Monday 

morning, and I said, "Gordon," I said, "first, I want to 

know if anybody in the White House was involved in this." 

And he said, "No, they weren't." I said, "Well, I want to 

know how in God's name this happened." And he said, "Well, 

I was pushed without mercy by Magruder to get in there, 

get more information, that the information, it was not 

satisfactory. Magruder said, 'The White House is not 

happy with what we 're getting."' 

The White House? 

The White House. Yeah. Uh --

Who do you think was pushing him? 

Well, I think it was probably Strachan thinking that Bob 

wanted things, and, because, because I have seen that happen 

on other occasions where things have been said to be of 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

very prime importance when they really weren't. 

Why [ unintelligible] I wonder? I am just trying to think as 

to why then. We'd just finished the, Moscow trip. I mean, 

we were -- .... 
That's right. 

The Democrats had just nominated McG-- McGovern. I mean, for 

Christ's sakes, I mean, what the hell were we -- I mean I can 

see doing it earlier but I mean, now let me say, I can see 

the pressure, but I don't see why all the pressure would have 

been around then. 

I don't know, other than the fact that, uh, they might have 

been looking for information about 

The convention. 

the conventions. 

Well, that's right. 

Because, I understand, also, after the fact, that there 

was a plan to bug Larry O'Brien's suite down in Florida. 

Yeah. 

Uh, so, uh, Liddy told me that, uh, you know, this is what 

had happened and, and this is why it had happened. 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

Liddy told you he was planning -- where'd he learn there 

was such a plan -- from whom? 

Beg your pardon? 

Where did he learn of the plans to bug Larry O'Brien's 

suite? 

From Magruder, after the, long after the fact. 

Oh, Magruder, he knows • 

Yeah. Magruder is totally knowledgeable on the whole 

thing. 

Yeah. 

All right, now, we've gone through the trial. We've 

I don't know if Mitchell has perjured himself in the Grand 

Jury or not. I've never --

PRESIDENT: Who? 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

Mitchell. I don't know how much knowledge he actually had. 

I know that Magruder has perjured himself in the Grand 

Jury. I know that Porter has perjured himself, uh, in the 

Grand Jury. 

Porter [unintelligible] 
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DE.AN: He is one of Magruder's deputies. 

PRESIDENT: 

DE.AN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DE.AN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DE.AN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DE.AN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DE.AN: 

PRESIDENT: 

Yeah. 

Uh, that they set up this scenario which they ran by me. 

They said, "How about this?" I said, "I don't know. I, 

you know, if, if this is what you are going to hang on, 

fine." Uh, that they 

What did they say before the Grand Jury? 

They said, they said, as they said before the trial and 

the Grand Jury, that, that, uh, Liddy had come over as, as 

a counsel 

Yeah. 

and we knew he had these capacities to, 

Yeah. 

You know, 

Yeah. 

to do legitimate intelligence. We had no idea what he was 

doing. 

Yeah. 

He was given an authorization of $250,000 

Right. 
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DEAN: to collect information, because our surrogates were out 

on the road. They had no protection. We had information 

that there were going to be demonstrations against them, 

that, uh, uh, we had to have a plan to get information as 

to what liabilities they were going to be confronted with 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

Right. 

and Liddy was charged with doing this. We had no knowledge 

that he was going to bug the DNC. Uh --

Well, the point is, that's not true. 

That's right. 

Magruder did know that --

Magruder specifically instructed him to go back in the DNC. 

He did? 

Yes. 

You know that? Yeah. I see. Okay. 

Uh, I honestly believe that no one over here knew that. 

I know, uh, as God is my maker, I had no knowledge that 

they were going to do this. 

Bob didn't either [unintelligible] 

Uh, but --

-20-

(1010} 



67.1 TRANSCRIPT OF MARCH 21, 1973 MEETING FROM 10:12 - 11:55 A.M., 
1-126 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

They know you're not the issue. Bob, Bob, now -- he wouldn't 

know. 

Bob -- I don't believe specificJlly knew they were going in there. 

I don't think so. 

I don't think he did. I think he knew there was a capacity to 

do this but he wouldn't, wasn't giving it spe(cific direction. 

Strachan, did he know? 

I think Strachan did know. 

They were going back into the DNC? Hunt never [unintelligible] 

All right, so -- uh, those people are in trouble as a result 

of the Grand Jury and the trial. Mitchell, of course, was 

never called during the trial. Now --

Mitchell has given a sworn statement? 

Yes, sir. 

To the Bureau? 

To the Grand Jury -·-

Did he go before the Grand Jury? 

He had, we had a, an arrangement whereby he went down to , 

with several of the, because it was, you know, the heat of 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

this thing and the implications on the election, we made 

an arrangement where they could quietly go into the Depart

ment of Justice and have one of the assistant U.S. Attorneys 

come over and take their testimony and then read it before 

the Grand Jury. Uh, 

That was [unintelligible] 

although I That's right, Mitchell was actually called 

before the Grand Jury. The Grand Jury would not settle for 

less. The jurors wanted him. 

·• 
And he went. 

And he went. 

Good. 

Uh, I don't know what he said. Uh, I have never seen a 

transcript of the Grand Jury. Now, [sighs] what, what has 

happened post-June 17? Well, it was, I was under pretty 

clear instructions [laughs) not to really to investigate 

this, that this was something that just could have been 

disastrous on the election if it had -- all hell had broken 

loose, and I worked on a theory of containment 

Sure. 
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DEAN: to try to hold it right where it was. 

PRESIDENT: Right. 

DEAN: There is no doubt I, I, uh, that, uh, I was totally aware 

what the Bureau was doing at all times. I was totally 

aware of what the Grand Jury was doing. 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

You mean --

I knew what witnesses were going to be called. I knew what 

they were going to be asked, and I had to. There just --

Why did Petersen play the, play the game so straight with 

us? 

Because Petersen is a soldier. He played -- He kept me 

informed. He told me when we had problems, where we had 

problems and the like. Uh, he believes in, in, in you. He 

believes in this Administration. This Administration has 

made him. Uh, I don't think he's done anything improper, 

but he did make sure the investigation was narrowed down to 

the very, very 

Right. 

fine 

-23-

(1013) 



67.1 TRANSCRIPT OF MARCH 21, 1973 MEETING FROM 10:12 - 11:55 A.M., 
1-126 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

Right. 

criminal things, which was a break for us. There is no 

doubt about it. 

He honestly feels that he did an adequate job? 

He, uh, they ran that investigation out to the fullest 

extent they could follow a lead [coughs] and that was it. 

But the point is, where I suppose he could be criticized 

for not doing an adequate job: Why didn't he call Haldeman? 

Why didn't he get a statement from Colson? Oh, they did 

get Colson. 

That's right. But see, the thing is, is based on their FBI 

interviews, there was no reason to follow up. There were no 

leads there. Colson said, "I have no knowledge of this" 

to the FBI. Uh, Strachan said, "I have no knowledge of -- " 

you know, they didn't ask Strachan any Watergate questions. 

They asked him about Segretti. Uh, they said, "What's 

your connection with Liddy?" and he just said, "Well, I, 

you know; I just, met him over there," and they never really 

pressed him. They didn't, you know, they -- Look, Strachan 

appeared, uh, as a result of some coaching, he could be 

the dumbest paper pusher in the bowels of the, the White 

House. 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

.. 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

_Right. 

All right. Now post...June 17th: Th,ese guys immediately --

It is very, v,ery [laughs] interesting. Liddy, for example, 

the Friday before -- uh, on I guess it was the, uh, on the 

15th, uh, 16th, uh, of, uh, June -- had been in Henry 

Petersen's office with another member of my staff on 

campaign compliance [laughs] problems, uh, joking. After 

the incident, he went, he •. ran, uh, Kleindienst down at 

Burning Tree Country Club and told [la ughs] him that 

"you've got to get my men out of jail, 11 which was kind of 

a -- Kleindienst said, "Now, you get t he hell out of here, 

kid, uh. Whatever you've got to say, just say to somebody 

else. Don't bother me," and -- But this has never come up. 

Yeah. 

Uh, Liddy said, said that, you know, if they all got counsel 

instantly and said that, you know, "We'll, we'll ride this 

thing out." All right, then they started making demands. 

"We've got to have attorneys' fees. Uh, we don't have any 

money ourselves, and if you are asking us to take this 

through the election." All right, so arrangements were 

made through Mitchell, uh, initiating it, in discussions 

that -- I was present -- that these guys had to be taken 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

ca.re of. Their attorneys' fees had to be done. Kalmbach 

wa.s brought in. Uh, Kalmbach raised some cash. Uh, 

they were obv--, uh, you know, 

They put that under the cover of a Cuban Committee or 

[unintelligible] 

Yeah, they, they had a Cuban Committee and they had -- some 

of it was given to Hunt's lawyer, who in turn passed it out. 

This, you know, when Hunt's wife was flying to Chicago with 

ten thousand, she was actually, I understand after the fact 

now, was going to pass that money to, uh, one of the Cubans 

-- to meet him in Chicago and pass it to somebody there. 

[Unintelligible], Maybe -- Well, whether it's maybe too 

late to do anything about it, but I would certainly keep 

that, [laughs] that cover for whatever it's worth. 

I'll --

Ke1?p the Committee. 

Af--, after, well, that, that, that's 

[Unintelligible] 

thE~ most troublesome post-thing, uh, because (1) Bob is involved 

in that; John is involved in that; I am involved in that; Mitchell 

is involved in that. And that's an obstruction of justice. 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

In other words the fact that, uh, that you're, you're, you're 

taking care of witnesses. 

That's right. Uh, 

How was Bob involved? 

well, th-- , they ran out of money over there. Bob had three 

hundred and fifty thousand dollars in a safe over. here that 

was really set aside for polling purposes. Uh, ;:ind there 

was no other source of money, so they came over here and 

said,"You all have got to give us some money." 

Right. 

I had to go to Bob and say, "Bob, you know, you've got to 

have some -- they need some money over there." He said 

"What for?" And so I had to tell him what it was for 

'cause he wasn't about to just send mon ey over there willy-. 

nilly. And, uh, John was involved in those discussions, 

and we decide d , you know, that, you know, that there was no 

price too high to pay to let this thing blow up in front of 

the election. 

I think you should handle that one pretty fast. 

Oh, I think --· 

That issue, I mean. 
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DEAN : I think we can • 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

So that the three-fifty went back to him. All it did was --

That's right. I think we can too. 

Who else [unintelligible]? 

But, now, here, here's what's happening right now. 

Yeah. 

What sort of brings matters to the -- This is the one that's 

going to be a continual blackmail operation by Hunt and 

Liddy and the 

Yeah. 

Cubans. No doubt about it. And McCord, 

Yeah. 

who is, who is another one involved. McCord has asked for 

nothing. Uh, McCord did ask to meet with somebody, and it 

was Jack Caulfield, who is his o:d friend who'd gotten him 

hired over there. And, when, when, when Caulfield had him 

hired, he was a perfectly legitimate security man. And he 

wanted to know, well, you know, [coughs] he wanted to talk about 

commutation, and things like that. And as you know Colson 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

has talked to, indirectly to Hunt about commutation. 

[Clears throat] All these things are b~Ld, in, in, in 

that they are problems, they are promises, they are commit

ments. They are the very sort of thing that the Senate is 

going to be looking most for. I don't think they can find 

them, frankly. 

Pretty hard. 

Pretty hard. Damn hard. It's all cash.. Uh--

Well, I mean, pretty hard as far as the witnesses are 

concerned. 

That's right. Now. The blackmail is continuing. Hunt called 

one of the lawyers from the Re-election Committee on last 

Friday to meet with him on over the weekend. The guy came 

in to me, to see me to get a messag,~ directly from Hunt to 

me, for the first time. 

Is Hunt out on bail? 

Pardon? 

Is Hunt on bail? 

Hunt is.on bail. Correct. Uh, Hunt now is demanding another 

seventy-two thousand dollars for his own personal expenses; 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

another fifty thousand dollars to pay his attorneys' fees; 

a hundred and twenty some thousand dollars. Wants it, 

wanted it by the close of business yesterday. 'Cause he 

says, "I am going to be sentenced on Friday, and I've got 

to be able to get my financial affairs in order." I told 

this fellow O'Brien, "You crune -- all right, you 

came to the wrong man, fellow. I'm not involved in the money. 

Uh, I don't know a thing about it, can't help you." Said, 

"You better scramble around elsewhere." Now, O'Brien is, 

O'Brien is, is a ball player. He's been, he's carried 

tremendous water for us. Uh--

He isn't Hunt's lawyer, is he? 

No he is, he is our lawyer at the Re-election Committee. 

I see. Good. 

So he's safe. There's no problem there. But it raises the 

whole question of Hunt now has made a direct threat against 

Ehrlichman, as a result of this. This is his blackmail. 

He says, "I will bring John Ehrlichman down to his knees and 

put him in jail. Uh, I have done enough seamy things for he 

and Krogh, uh, that they'll never survive it." 

What's that, on Ellsberg? 
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DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 
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Ellsberg, and apparently some other things. I don't know 

the full extent of it. Uh --

I don't know about anything else. 

I don't know either, and I [laughs] almost hate to learn 

some of these 

Yeah. 

things. So that's, that's that situation. Now, where are 

the soft points? How many people know about this? Well, 

uh, well,, let me go one step further in this, this 

whole thing .. The Cubans that were used in the Watergate 

were also the same Cubans that Hunt and Liddy used for this 

California Ellsberg thing, for the break-in out there. 

Yeah. 

So they are, they are aware of that. How high their 

knowledge is, is something else. Hunt and Liddy, of course, 

are totally aware of, of, of it, and the fact that, uh, it 

was right out of the White House. 

I don't know what the hell we did that for. 

I don't either. 

·-31-

(1021) 



67.1 TRANSCRIPT OF MARCH 21, 1973 MEETING FROM 10:12 - 11:55 A.M., 
1-126 

PRESIDENT: What in the name of God did that --

DEAN: Mr. President, there have been a couple of things around 

here that 1 have gotten wind of. Uh, there was at one 

time a desire to do a second-story job on the Brookings 

Institute where they had the Pentagon Papers. Now 1 flew to 

California because I was told that John had instructed it 

and he said, "I really hadn't. It is a misimpression, that 

for Christ's sake,turn it off." And I did. I came back 

and · turned it off. Because, you know the, when you, you 

know, if the risk is minimal and the, and the gain is 

fantastic, it's something else. But with a low risk and, 

uh, no gain, uh, gee, it's just, uh, it's .not worth it. But 

who knows about this all now? All right, you've got 

[clears throat] the Cubans' lawyer, a man by the name of Rothblatt, 

who is a no good, publicity seeking, son-of-a-bitch, to be 

very frank about it. He has had to be turned down and tuned 

off. He was canned by his own people 'cause they didn't 

trust him. They were trying to run a different route than 

he wanted to run. He didn't want them to plead guilty. 

He wants to represent them before the Senate. So F. Lee 

Bailey, who was the partner of one of the, one of the men 

representing McCord, uh, got in and, and cooled Rothblatt 

down. So F. Lee, Lee Bailey's got knowledge. Uh, 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

Hunt's lawyer, a man by the name of Bittman, who's an 

excellent criminal lawyer from the Democratic era of 

Bobby Kennedy, he's got knowledge. Uh-·-

Do you think, do you think, that he's got some? How much? 

Well, everybody -- not only, all the, all the direct know

ledge that Hunt and Liddy have, as well as all the hearsay 

they have. 

I [ unintelligible] 

Uh, you've got the two lawyers over at the Re-election 

Committee who did an investigation to find out the facts. 

Slowly, they got the whole picture. They are, I, they're solid, 

but they're --

But they know. 

But they know. Uh, you've got, then, an awful lot of -- all 

the principals involved know. Uh, Hunt -- Some people's 

wives know. 

Sure. 

Uh, there's no doubt about that. Mrs. Hunt was the savviest 

woman in the world. She had the whole picture together. 

Did she? 
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DEAN: Yeah, it, uh -- Apparently, she was the pillar of 

strength in that family before the death, and, uh--

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

Great sadness. The basis, as a matter of fact [clears 

throat] there was some discussion over there with 

somebody about, uh, Hunt's problems after his wife died 

and I said, of course, commutation could be considered 

on the basis of his wife, and that is the only discussion 

I ever had in that light. 

Right. Uh, so that, that's it. That's the, the extent 

of the knowledge. Now, where, where are the soft 

spots on this? Well, first of all, there's the, there's 

the problem of the continued blackmail 

Right. 

which will not only go on now, it'll go on when these 

people are in prison, and it will compound the obstruc-

tion of justice situation. It'll cost money. It's dangerous. 

Nobody, nothing -- people around here are not pros at this 

sort of thing. This is the sort of thing Mafia people can 

do: washing money, getting clean money, and things like 
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that, uh-- we' r e -- We just don't know about those things, 

because we're not used to, you know -- we are not criminals 

and not used to dealing in that .business. It's, uh, it's, 

uh --

That's right. 

It's a tough thing to know how to do. 

Maybe we can't even do that. 

.4., . 

That's right. It's a real problem as to whether we could 

even do it. Plus there's - real problem in raising money. Uh, 

Mitchell has been working on raising some money. Uh, feeling 

he's got, you know, he's got one, he's one of the ones with 

the most to lose. Uh, but there's no denying the fact that 

the White House, and, uh, Ehrlichman, Haldeman, Dean are 

involved in some of the early money decisions. 

How much money do you need? 

I would say these people are going to cost, uh, a million 

dollars over the next, uh, two years. 

We could get that. 

Uh huh. 
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PRESIDENT: You, on the money, if you need the money, I mean, uh, you 

could get the money. Let's say --

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

Well, I think that we're going --

What I meant is, you could, you could get a million dollars. 

And you could get it in cash. I, I know where it could be 

gotten. 

Uh huh. 

I mean it's not easy, but it could be done. But, uh, the 

question is who the hell would handle it? 

That's right. Uh--

Any ideas on that? 

Well, I would think that would be something that Mitchell 

ought to be charged with. 

I would think so too. 

And get some, get some pros to help him. 

Let me say, there shouldn't be a lot of people running around 

getting money. We should set up a little --

Well, he's got one person doing it who I am not sure is 
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PRESIDENT: Who is that? 

DEAN: He's got Fred LaRue, uh, doing it. Now Fred started out 

going out trying to 

PRESIDENT: No. 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

solicit money from all kinds of people. Now, I learned 

about that, and I said, 

No. 

"My God," 

No. 

"It's just awful. Don't do it." 

Yeah. 

Uh, people are going to ask what the money is for. He's 

working -- He's apparently talked to Tom Pappas. 

I know. 

And Pappas has, , uh, agreed to come up with a sizeable amount, 

I gather, from , from 

Yeah. 
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DEAN: Mitchell. 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

Yeah. Well, what do you need, then? You need, uh, you 

don't need a million right away, but you need a million. 

Is that right? 

That's right. 

You need a million in cash, don't you? If you want to put 

that through, would you put that through, uh -- this is 

thinking out loud here for a moment -- would you put that 

through the Cuban Committee? 

Um, no. 

Or would you just do this through a -- [Unintelligible] that 

it's going to be, uh, well, it's cash money, and so forth. 

"' 
How, if that ever comes out, are you going to handle it? Is 

the Cuban Committee an obstruction of justice, if they want 

to help? 

Well, they've got a pr--, they've got priests, and they--

Would you like to put, I mean, would that, would that give 

a little bit of a cover, for example? 

That would give some for the Cubans and possibly Hunt. 

Yeah. 
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DEAN: Uh, then you've got Liddy, and McCord is not, not accepting 

any money. So, he's, he is not a bought man right now. 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

Okay. 

All right. Let, let me, uh, 

Go ahead. 

continue a little bit here now. The, uh, I, when I say this 

is a, a growing cancer, uh, I say it for reasons like this. 

Bud Krogh, in his testimony before the Grand Jury, was forced 

to perjure himself. Uh, he is haunted by it. Uh, Bud 

said, "I haven vt had a pleasari.t day on the job." 

Huh? Said what? 

He said, "I have not had a pleasant day on . my job." Uh, 

he talked, apparently, he said to me, "I told ·my wife all 

about this," he said. "The, uh, the curtain may ring down 

one of these days, and, uh, I may have t o face the music, 

which I'm perfectly willing to do." Uh~--

What did he perjure himself on, John? 

His, did, uh, did he know the Cubans1 He did. Uh --

He said he didn't? 
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DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

That's right . They didn't press him hard, or that he --

He might be able to -- I am just trying to think. Perjury 

is an awful hard rap to prove. He could say that I --

Well, go ahead. 

[Coughs) Well, so that's, that's the first, that's one 

perjury. Now, Mitchell and, and, uh, Magruder are potential 

perjuries. There is always the possibility of any one of 

these individuals blowing. Hunt. Liddy. Liddy is in jail 

right now; he's serving his -- trying to get good time 

right now. I think Liddy is probably, in his, in his own 

bizarre way, the strongest of all of them. Uh, so there's, 

there is that possibility. 

Well, your, your major, your major guy to keep under control 

is Hunt. 

That's right. 

I think. Because he knows 

He knows so much. 

about a lot of other things, 

He knows so much. Right. Uh, he could sink Chuck Colson. 

Apparently, apparently he is quite distressed with Colson. 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

He thinks Colson has abandoned him, Uh, Colson was to 

meet with him when he was out there, after, now he had 

left the White House. He met with him through his lawyer. 

Hunt raised the question; he wanted money. Colson's 

lawyer told him that Colson wasn't doing anything with 

money, and Hunt took offense with that immediately, that, 

uh, uh, that Colson had abandoned him. Uh --

Don I t you, just looking at the immediate problem, don't 

you have to have -- handle Hunt's financial situation 

I, I think that's, 

damn soon? 

that is, uh, I talked to Mitchell about that last night, 

Mitchell. 

and, and, uh, I told --

Might as well. May have the rule you've got to keep the 

cap on the bottle that much, 

That's right; that I s right. 

in order to have any options, 

That's right, 

Either that or let it all blow right now. 
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Well that, you know, that's the, that's the question. Uh --

Now, go ahead. The others. You've got Hunt; 

All right, now we I ve got --

you've got Krogh, and you've got --

1\Jow we've got Kalnbach. [Coughs] 

Yeah, that's a tough one. 

Kalmbach received 

fUnintelligible] 

at the close of the, of the, uh, '68 campaign, in January 

of '69, he got a million seven dollars, uh, a million 

seven hundred thousand dollars to be custodian for. That 

came down from New York. It was placed in safe deposit 

boxes here. Uh, some other people were on the boxes, and 

ultimately, the money was taken out to California. All 

right, there is knowledge of the fact that he did start with 

a million seven. Several people know this. Now since '69, 

he's spent a good deal of this money and, and, uh, accounting 

for it is going to be very difficult for Herb. For example, 

he's spent -- oh -- close to five hundred thousand dollars 

on private polling. Now that just opens up a whole new 
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DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 
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thing. It's not: :lllegal, but, uh, it's more of the same 

sort of thing. 

I don't think that poses a he.11 of a problem, does it? 

No, I don't think so. Uh --

Practically everybody does polling. 

That's right, uh, it's not, there's nothing criminal about 

it. It was private polled. It was, 

Nothing 

uh, proper money. 

The law didn't, the law didn't [unintelligible] [cough9] 

polled all through the years. 

That's right. Uh, he sent four hundred thousand dollars, 

as he's described it to me, somewhere in the South for 

another candidate!. I assume this was four hundred, uh, 

that went 

Wallace. 

to Wallace. Right. Uh, he has maintained, uh, a, a 

man who I only know by the name of "Tony," who is the 

fellow who did the, the Chappaquidick study and 

I heard about that. 

other, other odd jobs like that. Nothing illegal, 
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Yeah. 

uh, but closer. Uh, I don't know of anything that Herb 

has done that is illegal, other than the fact that he doesn't 

want to blow the whistle on a lot of people, and may find 

himself in a perjury situation. 

Well, if he, uh, he -- could because he will 

be asked about that money? 

He will. What'll happen is, when they call him up there --

and he of course has no immunity, uh, they' 11 say, "How 

did you happen -- how did you pay Mr. Segretti?" "Well, 

I had cash on hand." "Well, how much cash did you have on 

hand?" 

Right. 

Uh, where does he go from there? "Where did you get the 

cash?" 

Uh huh. 

A full series of questions. His bank records indicate he 

had cash on hand, because some of these were set up in 

trustee accounts. 

How would you handle him, then, John. For example, would 
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DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

you just have him put the whole thing out? 

!Draws breath] 

I don't think so. I mean I don't mind the five hundred 

thousand dollars and I don't mind the four hundred thousand 

dollars 

No, that, 

for activities [unintelligible] 

that, that, uh, that doesn't bother me either. There's 

-- as I say, Herb 1
' s problems are 

There's a surplus 

politically embarrassing, but not as -- not criminal. 

Well, they're embarrassing, sure -- he, he just handled 

matters that were between the campaigns, before anything 

was done. There were surveys, et cetera, et cetera, 

et cetera, et cetera. There is no need to account for that. 

'\fo law requires him to account for that. 

Right. Uh, now -·-

The source of the money, there's no illegality in 

having a surplus, is there, in cash after--? 

No, the money --It has always been argued by Stans 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAJ.~: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

-- came from pre-convention 

Pre-convention. 

for the -- and pre-primary for the, for the ., uh, 

That's right. 

'68 raee. 

That's right. 

It was just set aside. 

That's right. 

Uh, that, that all can be explained. I think that the --

All right. How do your other vulnerabilities go together? 

The other vulnerabilities: We've got a, uh, runaway 

Grand Jury up in the Southern District. 

Yeah. I heard. 

They're after Mitchell and Stans on some sort of bribe 

or influence peddl~ 

On Vesco. 

with Vesco. 
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PRESIDENT: Yeah. 

DEAN: Uh, they're also going to try to drag Ehrlichman into 

that. Apparently, Ehrlichman had some meetings with 

Vesco, also. Uh, Don Nixon, J:r., came in to see John 

a couple of times, uh, about t he problem. 

PRESIDENT: Not about the complaint. 

DEAN: That, there's, uh -- the fact of the matter is 

PRESIDENT: [Unintelligible] about a joh. 

DEAN: That's right. And, and, and, uh, I - -

PRESIDENT: We're, is it -- Ehrlichnan'R totally to blame on thR.t. 

DEAN: Yeah, well, I think the White House --

PRESIDENT: [Unintelligible] 

DEAN: No one has done anything for --

PRESIDENT: --- Vesco. Hatter of --- not for the prosecutor. 

DEAN: No. [Coughs] The, uh --

PRESIDENT: Would Ehrlichman, incidentally, have to appear there? 

DEAN: Before that Grand .Jury? Yes. He could very well. 

-47-

(1037) 

35-905 (P t . 2) 0 · 7 4 - 23 



6?.1 TRANSCRIPT OF MARCH 21, 1973 MEETING FROM 10:12 . - 11:55 A.M., 
1-126 .. 

PRESIDENT: Uh, we couldn't presume immunity there? 

DEAN: Not really. Uh, criminal charge --

PRESIDENT: Criminal charge -- Yeah, well [unintelligible] charge 

[unintelligible]. Go ahead. 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

Right. That's a little different. [Clears throat] I 

think that would be dynamite to defend, -uh.. 

Yeah. 

against that. 

Also, he, he distinguishes it. He says, "It's a 

criminal charge; I'll be glad to go up." Use the Flanigan 

Right. 

analogy. 

Right, uh, [clears throat] well that's, that's pretty much 

the overall picture, and probably the most troublesome 

thing -- well the Segretti thing. Let's get down to that. 

I think, Bob has indicated to me he told you a lot of, of 

it, that he, indeed, did authorize it. He didn't authorize 

anything like ultimately evolved. 

Yeah. 
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He was aware of it. He was aware that Chapin and Strachan 

were looking for somebody. 

Yeah. 

Again, this is one that, uh, it is potential that Dwight 

Cha--, Chapin could have a felony charge against him in 

this, because he's -·-

Felony? 

Felony, because he has to, he has to disprove a negative. 

The negative is that he didn't control and direct Segretti. 

Would the felony be in perjury again? Or --

Uh, no, the felony this in this instance being a potential 

use of the, one of the civil rights statutes, for anybody 

who interferes with a candidate for, uh, national office 

no, in--,interferes with their campaign in any way. 

Why isn't that a civil rights statute used to pick up 

any of these clowns that were demonstrating against us, 

then? 

Well, I have, I've, I've argued that they use that for that 

very purpose. Uh --
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PRESIDENT: Really? 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

Yes, I have. And, uh --

We were, those were, uh, that was interfering with the 

campaign. 

That's exactly right. Exactly right. But they --

Segretti -- But I think, uh, I'm not as concerned about 

that because it's so bad the way it's been put out 

on the PR side, then I think it will eventually end up 

on the PR side very confused. And it'll look bad 

when that's attributed, but I don't, I can't see the 

cri1ninal thing, '11\it I may be wrong. 

Well here, what really, what really bothers me is that 

this, this growing situation. As I say, it is growing 

because of the, the continued need to provide support for 

the 

Right. 

Watergate people who are going to 

Yeah. 

hold us up for everything they've got, 

That's right. 

-so-
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DEAN: and the need for :some people to perjure themselves as 

they go down the :road here. Uh, if this thing ever 

blows, and we're in a cover-up situation, I think it'd 

be extremely damaging to you, uh, and, uh, the, uh --

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

Sure. 

Uh --

The whole concept of Administration justice 

That's right, uh --

We cannot have --

That's what really troubles me. For example, what 

happens if it starts breaking, and they do find a criminal 

case against a Haldeman, a Dean, a Mitchell, an Ehrlichman? 

Uh, that is --

Well if it really comes down to that, we cannot, maybe 

We'd have to shed it in order to contain it again. 

[Clears throat] That's right. I'm coming down to 

the, what I really think is that, that, Bob and John 

and John Mitchell and I should sit down and spend a 

day, or however long, to figure out (1) how this can 

be carved away from you, so it does not damage you 

or the Presidency. 'cause it just can't. And 
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it's not something, it, you're not involved in it and 

it's something you shouldn't --

That is true. 

I know, sir, it is. Well I can just tell from our conver

sations that, you know, these are things that you have 

no knowledge of. 

The absurdity of the whole damned thing, 

But it --

bugging and so on. Well, let me say I am keenly aware of 

the fact that, uh, Colson, et al., and so forth, were doing 

their best to get information and so forth and so on. But 

they all knew very well they were supposed to comply with 

the law. 

That's right. 

No question. 

Uh --

[Unintelligible] you think -- you feel that really 

the man, the trigger ma'n was Colson on this then? 

Well, no, he was one of s--, he was just in the chain. He 

-52-

(1042) 



6'/.1 TRANSCRIPT OF MARCH 21, 19'13 MEETING FROM 10:12 - 11:55 A.M., 
1-126 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

was, he helped push the thing. 

Called [unintelligible] and said, "We've got a, we've 

got a good plan." I don't know what the Christ he would 

be doing. Oh, I'll bet you. I know why. That was at the 

time of ITT. He was trying to get something going 

there because ITT, they were bugging us. I mean they were 

Right. 

giving us hell. 

Well, I know, I know he used, uh, 

Hunt to go out there? 

Hunt. 

I knew about that. 

Yeah. 

I did know about it. Uh, I knew that there was, there was 

something going on there, 

Right. 

but I didn't know it was Hunt. 

Right. Uh, that's what re-- , what really troubles me is, 

you know, (1) will this thing not break some day and 
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PRESIDENT: Yeah. 

DEAN: the whole thing -- domino situation, 

PRESIDENT: Yeah. 

DEAN: you know, they just, I think if it starts crumbling, 

fingers will be pointing. And, 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

That's right. 

uh, 

That's right. 

Bob will be accused of things he has never heard of 

Yeah. 

and then he'll have to disprove it, and it'll just get 

nasty and it'll be a 

Yeah. 

real, uh, 

Yeah. 

real bad situation. And the person who will be hurt 

by it most will be you and 

Of course. 

the Presidency, and I just don't think --

First, because I am expected to know this, and I am 

supposed to, supposed to check these things. And so forth 
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DEAN: That's right. 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: · 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

and so on. But let's, let's, let's come back. Go further. 

Sure. Yes indeed. But what are your feelings, yourself, 

John? You know pretty well what they all say. What are 

your feelings about the options? 

I am not confident that, uh, we can ride through this. 

I think there are t-~ I think there are soft spots. 

You used to feel comfortable. 

Well, I feel, I felt, I felt comfortable for this reason. 

I've noticed of recent -- since the publicity has increased 

on, on this thing again, with t he Gray hearings, that 

everybody is now starting to watch out for their own behind. 

Uh --

That's right. 

Everyone's pulling in. They're getting their own counsel. 

More counsel are getting 

Right. 

involved. 

Right. 

Uh, -:!r"U know, "How do I protect my ass?" 
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Well, they're scared. 

They're scared and that's just, you know, that's bad. 

We were able to hold it for a long time. 

Yeah, I know. 

Uh, another thing is, you know, my facility now to deal 

with the multitude of people I have been dealing with 

has been hampered because of Gray's blowing me up into 

the front page. 

Your cover is broken. 

That's right and it's with, it was --

[Unintelligible] cover. AJ.l right. Now. So on. So, so 

what you really come down to is, what in the hell, in the 

hell will you do? Let's, let us suppose that you and 

Haldeman and Ehrlichman and Mitchell say, uh, "We can't 

hold this." What, what then are you going to say? Are 

you going to put out a complete disclosure? Isn't that 

the best plan? 

Well, one way to do it is to --

That'd be my view on it. 
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DEAN: One way to do it is for you to in--, tell the Attorney 

General that you finally, you know, really, this is the 

first time you are getting all the pieces together. Uh --

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

Ask for another grand jury? 

Ask for another grand jury. The way it should be done 

though, is a way that -- for example, I think that we 

could avoid, uh, criminal liability for countless people 

and the ones that did get it, it could be minimal. 

How? 

Well, I think by just thinking it all through first as to 

how, you know, some people could be granted immunity, uh --

Like Magruder? 

Yeah. To come forward. Uh, but some people are going 

to have to go to jail. That's the long and short of it, 

also. 

Who? Let's talk about that. 

All right. Uh, I think I could, for one. 

You go to jail? 
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DEAN: That's right. 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

Oh, hell no. I can't see how you can. But I -- no, 

Well, because --

I can't see how, that -- Let me say I can't see how a 

legal case could be made against you, J--,uh, John. 

It'd be, it'd be tough but, you know, uh, 

Well. 

I can see people pointing fingers, you know, to get it out 

of their own, put me in the impossible position, disproving 

too many negatives. 

Oh, no. Uh, let me say I -- not because you 're here -- But 

just looking at it from a cold legal standpoint: you are 

a lawyer, you were a counsel -- you were doing what you 

were doing as a counsel, and you were not, uh, 

[Clears throat] 

doing anything like that. You mean -- What would you go to 

jail on, [unintelligible]? 

The obstruct--, the obstruction of justice. 

The obstruction of justice? 
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DEAN: That's the only one that bothers me. 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

Well, I don't know. I think that one. I think that, 

I feel, could be cut off at the pass. Maybe the 

obstruction of justice --

It could be a -- you know how -- one of the -- that's, 

that's why -- [sighs] 

Sometimes it's well to give them 

[Sighs] 

something, and then they don't want the bigger fish 

then. 

That's right. I think that, uh, I think that with 

proper coordination with the Department of Justice, 

Henry Petersen is the only man I know bright enough and 

knowledgeable enough in the criminal laws and the process 

that could really tell us how this could be put together 

so it did the maximum to carve it away with a minimum 

damage to individuals involved. 

Petersen doesn't know 

That's what I think. 

the whole story? 

No, I know he doesn't now. I know he doesn't now. I am 

talking about somebody who I have over the years grown to 
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have enough faith in. [Clears throat] It's possible 

that he'c! have to, he'rl have to, uh .... put him in a very 

difficult situation as the Head of the Criminal Division 

of the United States Department of Justice, and the oath 

of office --

Tell me -- Talking about your obstruction of justice 

role, I don't see it. I can't see it. You're --

Well, I've been a con-- , I have been a conduit for infor

mation on, on taking care of people out there who are 

guilty of crimes. 

Oh, you mean like the uh, oh-- the blackmail. 

The blackmail. Right. 

Well, I wonder if that part of it can't be -- I wonder 

if that doesn't -- let me put it frankly: I wonder if 

that doesn't have to be continued? 

[Clears throat] 

Let me put it this way: -~t us suppose that you get, 

you, you get the million bucks, and you get the proper 

way to handle it, and you could hold that side. 

Uh huh. 
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PRESIDENT: It would seem to me that would be worthwhile. 

DEAN: [Clears throat] 

PRESIDENT: Now we have 

DEAN: Well, that's, yeah that's --

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

one problem; you've got a problem here. You have the 

problem of Hunt and, uh, his, uh, his clemency. 

That's right. And you're going to have the clemency 

problem for the others. They all would expect to be out 

and that may put you in a position that's just 

Right. 

untenable at some point. You know, the Watergate Hearings 

just over, Hunt now demanding clemency or he is going to 

blow. And politically, it'd bE~ impossible for, you 

know, you to do it. You know, after everybody --

That's right. 

I am not sure that you will ever be able to deliver on 

the clemency. It may be just too hot. 
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PRESIDENT: You can't do it till after t.he '74 elections, 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAi.~: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

that's for sure. But even then 

[Clears throat] 

your point is that even then you couldn't do it. 

That's right. It may further involve you in a way you 

shouldn't be involved in this. 

No it's wrong; that's for sure. 

Well, whatever -- you know I -- there've been some bad 

judgments made. There've been some necessary judgments 

made. Uh --

Before the election. 

Before the election and, in a way, the necessary ones, you 

know, before the election. There -- you know, we've, this 

was 

Yeah. 

-- to me there was no way 

Yeah. 

that, uh --

Yeah. 

But to burden this second Administration 
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PRESIDENT: We're all in on it. 

DEAN: was something that -- It's something that is not going to go 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

35-905 ( Pt. 2) 0 - 74 - 24 

away. 

No it isn't. 

It is not going to go away, sir. 

Not going to go away, it is -- the idea that, uh, that, uh, 

well, that, uh, that people are going to get tired of it and 

all that sort of thing --

Anything will spark it back into life. It's got to be, 

uh, it's got to be --

Well, it's too much to the partisan interest of others 

to spark it back into life. 

And it seems to me the only way that --

Who else, though? Let's, let's leave you and -- I don't, 

I don't, I don't think on the, on, uh, on the obstruction 

of justice thing -- I think that one we can handle. I, 

I don't know why I feel that way, but I 

Well, it is possible that I -·-

I, I think you may be overplaying, but who else, uh, 

who else, who else do you think has, uh --
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DEAN: Potential criminal liability? 

PRESIDENT: Yeah. 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

I think Ehrlichman does. I think that, uh, -- I think --

Why Ehrlichman? What'd he do? 

Because this conspiracy to burglarize the, uh, uh, 

Ellsberg office. 

You mean -- that, that is, provided Hunt breaks. 

Well, uh, the, the funny -- let me say something 

interesting about that. Within the files --

Oh, I saw that. The picture. 

Yeah, the picture. That, see, that's not all that 

buried. And, while we can, we've got -- I think we've got 

it buried, there is no telling when it's going to pop 

up. Uh, the Cubans, uh, could start this whole thing. Uh, 

·when the Ervin Committee starts running down why this 

mysterious telephone was here at the White House, uh, listed 

in the name of a secretary -- one of these, some of these 

secretaries have a little idea about this, and they can be 

broken down just 

Sure. 
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DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAi'l: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

so fast. That's another thing I missed, missed in the 

cycle -- in the circle. Uh, Liddy's secretary, for example, 

is knowledgeable. Magruder's secretary is knowledgeable. 

Sure. 

Uh --

-So Ehrlichman on the, uh --

But what I am coming to you today with is: I don't have 

a plan of how to solve it right now, but I think it's at 

the juncture that we should begin to think in terms of, 

of how to cut the losses; how to minimize the further 

growth of this thing, rather than further compound it by, 

you know, ultimately paying these guys forever. 

Yeah. 

I think we've got to look 

But at the moment, don't you agree that you'd better get 

the Hunt thing? I mean, that's worth it, at the moment. 

That, that's worth buying time on, right. 
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PRESIDENT: And that's buying time on, I agree. 

DEAN: Uh, the, the Grand Jury is going to reconvene next week 

after Sirica sentences. Uh,· but that's why I think that, 

you know, that -- John and Bob have met with me. They've 

never met with Mitchell on this. We've never had a real 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

down and out with everybody that, uh, has the most to 

lose. And the most -- and it is the most danger for you 

to have them have criminal liability. I think Bob has a 

potential criminal liability, frankly. I think -- in 

other words, a lot of these people could be indicted. 

They might never, 

Yeah. 

might never, uh, be convicted; but just the thought of 

Suppose --

indictments --

Suppose that they are indicted in this. Suppose--

I think that would be devastating. 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

Suppose the worst -- that Bob is indicted and Ehrlichm.an 

is indicted. And I must say, maybe we just better then 

try to tough it through. You get my point, 

That's right. That --

If, if, if, for example, our,uh, our -- say, well, let's 

cut our losses and you say we,, re going to go down the 

road, see if we can cut our losses, and no more black-

mail and all the rest, and the thing blows and they 

·indict Bob and the rest. Jesus, you'd never recover from 

that, John. 

That's right. 

It's better to fight it out instead. You see, that's the 

other thing, the other thing. It's better just to fight 

it out, and not let people testify, so forth and so on. 

Now, on the other hand, we realize that we have these 

weaknesses -- that, uh, we, we've got this weakness in 

terms of -- blackmail. 

It's -- what -- if we, you know, there, there are two routes, 

you know: One is to figure out how to cut the losses and, and, 

and minimize the, the human i11npact and get you up and out 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

and away from it, in any way, uh, in, in a way that 

would never come back to haunt you. Uh, that is one, 

one general alternative. The other is to go down the 

road, just hunker down, fight it at every corner, every 

turn, uh, don't let people testify, cover it up 

is what we're really talking about. Just keep 

it buried, and just hope that we can do it, hope that we 

make good decisions at the right time, and keep our heads 

cool, uh, we make the right moves, uh --

And just take the heat. 

And just take the heat. 

Now, with the second line of attack. You discussed this 

though I do want you to still consider my scheme of 

having you brief the Cabinet, just in very general 

terms, and the leaders -- very general terms -- and maybe 

some, some very general statement with regard to my 

investigation. Answer questions, and to, and to basically 

on the question of what they told you, not what you know. 

Right. 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

Haldeman is not involved. Ehrlithman --

Oh, I can -- you know -- if, i:E we go that route, sir, 

I can, I can give a show that, you know, there's, uh, 

we can sell, you know, just about like we were selling 

Wheaties on our position. There's no --

The problem that you have are t hese, uh, mine fields down . 

the road. I think the most difficult problem is the, are 

the~ are the, are the guys that are going to jail. I 

think you're right about that. I agree. Now. And also 

the fact that we're not going to be able to give them 

clemency. 

That's right. How long will they take -- How long will 

they sit there? I don't know. We don I t know what they 

will be sentenced to. There's always a chance --

Thirty years, isn't it? Maximum? 

It could be. You know, they haven't announced yet, but 

it, uh --

Isn I t that what the potential i .s? 

Uh, it's even higher than that. It's about fifty years, 

with all the --

So ridiculous. 
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DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

Oh. Well, you know, what's so incredible is, the, 

these fellows who, who sh~ 

People break and enter, and so forth, and get two years. 

Well, the other thing --

No, no weapons. No results. What the hell are they 

talking about? 

The, the individuals who are charged with shooting John 

Stennis are on the street. They were given, you know, 

uh, one was put out on his personal recognizance rather 

than bond. They've got these fellows all stuck with 

hundred thousand dollar bonds. The same judge ·-- Sirica 

let one guy, who, who's [laughs] charged with shooting 

a United States Senator, out on the street. 

Sirica did? 

Yeah. It's just, it's phenomenal. 

What is the matter with him? I thought he was a hard

liner judge. 

He's a, he is just a, a peculiar animal, and, uh, he set, 

set the bond for one of the others -- I don't have all 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

the facts, but he set the bond for one of the others -

somewhere around fifty or sixty thousand dollars. But 

still, that guy is in, but -- didn I t make bond but, 

you know, sixty thousand dollars as opposed to a hundred 

thousand dollars for these guys is phenomenal. 

When could you have this meeting with these fellows, as 

I think that time is of the essence, in my opinion. 

[Clea rs throat] 

Could you do it this afternoon:' 

Well, Mitchell isn't here , and --

Tomorrow? 

It might be, might be worth it to have him come down. 

And, now, I think that Bob and John did not want to 

talk to, to John about this, John Mitchell. And I don't 

believe they've had any conversations with him about it. 

Well, let me get Haldeman in he.re now. 

Bob and I have talked about just what we're talkin!! about 

this morning. I told him I thought that you should have 

the facts, and he agrees. 'Cause we've got some tough 

calls down the road if we 
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PRESIDENT: Let me say, though that Hunt [unintelligible] hard 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

line, and that a convicted felon is going to go out and 

squeal about this [unintelligible] decision [unintelligible] 

turns on that. 

Well, we can always, you know, on the other side, we 

can always charge them with blackmailing us, and it's, 

you know, this is absurd stuff they're saying, and --

That's right. You see, even the way you put it out here, of 

course if it all came out, it may never, it may not 

never, never get there. 

[Haldeman enters the room.] 

I was talking to John about this, uh, this whole situa

tion, and I think we, uh, so that we can get away from 

the bits and pieces that have broken out. He is r:l.ght 

in having -- in, in, uh, reconnnending that, that, uh, that 

there be a meeting at the very first possible time, 

Ehrlichman, and now Ehrlichman's gone on to California but, 

uh, is today, uh -- is tomorrow Thursday? 

Uh, he -- John doesn't go until Friday. 

Friday --

Well, in any event, could we do it Thursday? This meeting? 

This meeting -- you can't do it today, can you? 
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DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

I don't think so. I was suggesting a meeting with 

Mitchell --

Mitchell, Ehrlichman, yourself and Bob, that's all. 

Now,. Mitchell has to be there because, uh, uh, he is 

seriously involved and, uh, we ' re trying to keep, uh, 

we've got to see how we, uh, how we handle it from 

here on. We are in the process of having to determine 

which way to go and, uh, John has thought it through 

as well as he can. I do, I don't want Moore there on this 

occasion. 

No. 

You haven't told Moore all of this, have you? 

Moore's got, uh, by being with me, has more bits and 

pieces. I've had to give him 

Right. 

because he is making 

Right. 

judgments that, uh --

Well, the point is, once you get down to the PR, once 

you decide what you're going to do, then we can let him 
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DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

know, and so forth and so on. But it is the kind of 

thing -- I think what really has to happen is for you 

to sit down with those three and for you to tell them 

exactly what you told me. 

Uh huh. 

It may take him about thirty-five or forty-five minutes. 

In other words he knows, John, uh, uh, knows about 

everything and also what all the, uh, what all the 

potential criminal liabilities are, you know, whether 

it's uh -- what's it like that thing -- what about, uh, 

obstruction --

Obstruction of justice. Right. 

So forth and so on. And, uh, the, uh -- I think, 

I think that's -- Then we've got to, uh, see what 

the line is. Whether the line is one of, uh, continuing 

to, uh, run a, try to run a total stonewall, and take 

the heat from that, uh, having in mind the fact that, uh, 

there are vulnerable points there; the vulnerable 

points being, that, well, the first vulnerable points 

would be obvious: In other words, it would be if, 

uh, uh, one of the,uh, defendants, particularly Hunt, 

of course, who is the most vulnerable in my opinion, 

might, uh, blow the whistle, and he, he -- and his price 

is pretty high, but at least, uh, we should, we should 
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DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

buy the time on that, uh, as I , as I pointed out to John. 

Apparently -- Who, who is dealing with Hunt at the moment 

now that Colson's [unintelligible] 

Well, uh, Mitchell's lawyer and, uh, 

Colson's lawyer [unintelligible] 

Colson's lawyer, both. 

fami liar with him. Hunt has at least got to know 

before he is sentenced, that hE~1 s --

Who' s Colson's lawyer? [Characterization deleted] in his 

law firm? 

Shapiro . Right. Who lied to the, you know, who just -

The other day he came up and ---

Colson's told him everything, hasn't he? 

Yup, I gather he has. Uh, the other thing that bothered 

me about that is that he's, uh , a chatter. He came up to 

Fred Fielding, of my office, at Colson's going away party. 

I di dn't go over there. It was over at the Blair House the 

other night. And he said to, uh, Fred, he said, "Well, 

Chuck has had some mighty serious words with, uh, his, his 

friend Howard and had some mighty serious messages back." 

Now, you know, what's a lawyer -- how does he know what 

Fie l ding knows? 'Cause Fielding knows virtually nothing. 

[Laughs] 

Well , anyway. 

That's, that's where your dangE~rs lie, is in all these stupid 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

human errors developing. 

That I s very --

That's _ __. that 

Well, the point is Bob, let's face it, the secretaries know; 

the assistants know. There's a lot of the, many of the damn 

principals may be hard as a rock, but you never know when 

they're going to crack. But, so, we'll see, we'll see. First 

you've got the Hunt problem. That ought to be handled. 

Yeah. 

Uh, incidentally, I do not think Colson should sit in this 

meeting. Do you agree? 

No. I would agree. 

Okay. Uh, how then -- Who does sit and talk to Colson? 

Because somebody has to, shouldn't we talk to--? 

Chuck, uh --

-~ talks too much. 

[Sighs] I, I, you know, I like Chuck, [laughs] but, uh, 

I don't want Chuck to know anything that I'm doing, frankly. 

[Laughs] 

All right. 

I think that's right. I, I think you want to be careful 

-76-

(1066) 



6?.1 TRANSCRIPT OF MARCH 21, 19?3 MEET.Z"NG FROM 10:12 - 11:55 A.M., 
1-126 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

not to give Chuck any more knowledge than he's already got. 

That's right. 

Sure. Well --

I wouldn't want Chuck to even know of the meeting, frankly. 

Fortunately, f o:rtunat:ely, with Chuck it is very -- I, I 

talk to him about many, many political things, but I 

never talk about this sort of thing 'cause he's, uh, he's 

very harmful. I mean I don't think -- he must be damn 

sure I don't know anything. And I don't. In fact, I'm 

rather surprised at what you told me today. From what 

you said, I gathered the impression, and of course your, 

your, your analysis does not for sure, uh, indicate that 

Chuck knew that it was a bugging operation for certain. 

That's correct. I don't have ---

On the other hand, on the other hand·that, 

Chuck, Chuck denies that 

On the other hand, the other side of that is that Hunt 

had conversations with Chuck, and it may be that Hunt told 

Chuck that it was bugging, and so forth and so on. 

--77-

(1067) 



6?.1 TRANSCRIPT OF MARCH 21, 19?3 MEETING FROM 10:12 - 11:55 A.M., 
1-126 

DEAN : Uh huh. 

PRESIDENT: Is that correct? 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

Uh huh. They were very close. They, they talked too much, 

uh, about too many things. 

Yeah. 

They were intimate on this sort of -- [coughs] 

Well then Chuck --

There's another thing you can't --

Chuch has a.problem. Chuck loves, 

Yeah. 

he loves what he does. 

Yeah. 

He likes to talk about it. 

He also is a name dropper. Chuck might have gone around and 

talked to Hunt and said, "Well, I was talking to the President, 

and the President feels we ought to get information about this, 

or that or the other thing," and so forth, and so on. 

Well, Liddy is the same way, and --

I have talked to, I have talked to -- this and that and the 

other thing. I, I have never talked to anybody, but I have 

talked to Chuck and John and the rest and I am sure that Chuck may 

have, Chuck might have even talked to Hunt along those lines. 

I would -- Well, anything could happen. I would doubt that. 
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I would doubt that too . 

I don't think he would . Uh, Chuck is a name dropper in 

one sense, but not in that sense. 

Well, then do you thin k --

I think he very ca.refully keeps the President out of things 

Right. 

except when he's doing it, when he's very intentionally 

bringing the President in for, for the President's purposes. 

He had the impression though, apparently, that he, he was the, 

as it turns out, r eally is the trigger man. Uh, may of 

damn well have been the trigger man where he just called up 

and said, "Now look here Jeb, go ahead and get that informa

tion." And [unintelligible] got to be a decision on it at 

that time. This :ls February. 

Yes; sir, I figure it was somewhere --

It must be the -- I -- it must have been after 

This was the call to Magruder from Colson saying, "Fish or 

cut bait." Hunt and Liddy were in his office. 

In Colson's office? 

In Colson's officE~. And he called Magruder and said, "Let's 

-79-

(1069) 
35- 905 (Pl. 2) 0 - 7 4 - 25 



67.1 TRANSCRTPT OF MARCH 21, 1973 MEETING FROM 10:12 - 11:55 A.M., 
1-126 

fish or cut bait on this operation. Let's get it 

going." 

HALDEMAN: Oh, really? 

DEAN: Yeah. This is -- Magruder tells me this. 

HALDEMAN: Of course. That 

PRESIDENT: Well on the other hand 

HALDEMAN: Now wait, Magruder testified [unintelligible] 

[Several voices]: [Unintelligible] 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

Chuck, Chuck also told me that, uh, Hunt and Liddy were in 

his office and he made a call. 

Oh, okay. 

So it did, it was corroborated [laughs] by the, the 

principal. 

Hunt and Liddy haven't told you that, though? 

No. 

You haven't talked to Hunt and Liddy? 

I talked to Liddy once, right a.fter the incident. 

That's right, but not -- all right. The point is, the 

point is this, that, uh, it's now time, though, to, uh, that 

Mitchell has got to sit down, and know where the hell all this 
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DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

thing stands, too. You see, John is concerned, as you 

know, Bob, about, uh, Ehrlichman,, which, uh, worries me 

a great deal because it's a, uh, it -- and it, and this is 

why the Hunt problem is so serious, uh, because, uh, it 

had nothing to do with the campaign. 

Right, it, uh --

Properly, it has to do with the Ellsberg thing. I don't 

know what the hell, uh --

But why --

Yeah. Why -- I don't know. 

What I was going to say is 

What is the answer on that? How do you keep that out? 

don't know. Well, we can't keep it out if Hunt -- if --

I 

You see the point is, it is irrelevant. Once it has gotten 

to this point --

You might, you might put it on a national security ground, 

basis, which it really, it was. 

It absolutely was. 

And just say that, uh, 
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PRESIDENT: Yeah. 

DEAN: that this is not, you know, this was --

PRESIDENT: Not paid with CIA funds. 

DEAN: Uh --

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

:PRESIDENT: 

No, seriously. National security. We had to get 

information for national security grounds. 

Well, then the question is, why didn't the CIA do it 

or why didn't the FBI do it? 

Because they were -- We had to do it, we had to do it on 

a confidential basis. 

Because we were checking them. 

Neither could be trusted. 

Well, I think 

That's the way I view it. 

that has never been proven. There was reason to question 

their 

Yeah. 
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HALDEMAN: position; 

PRESIDENT: You see really, with the Bundy thing and everything 

coming out, the whole thing was national security. 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

I think we can probably get, get by on that. 

I think on that one, I think you'd simply say this was a 

national security investigation that was conducted. And 

the same with the drug field, with Krogh. Krogh could say I --

if Krogh were to -·- if [unintelligible] feels that he 

[unintelligible], tt was a national security matter. That's why --

That's the way Bud rests easy, because he's, he's, he's 

convinced that he was doing it -- he said there was treason 

about the country,. 

Uh huh. 

and it ·could have threatened the way the war was handled. 

Yeah. 

Uh, and by God --

Bud, Bud said this? 

Yes. 

Well, Bud could say that and say this, it does involve --

It was a national security -- and I was not in a position to 

divulge it. Well, anyway, let's don't go beyond that. We' re --
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DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

forget -- but I do think now we, uh, I mean, there 

is, there is a time, now, when you don't want to talk to 

Mitchell. He doesn't want to talk, and the rest. But 

John is right. There must be a, must be a four way talk 

here of the particular ones that we can trust here. Uh, 

we've got to get a decision on it. It's not something 

that -- you see you got two ways, basically. There are 

really only two ways you could go. You either decide the 

whole God damned thing is so full of problems with poten

tial criminal liability which is what concerns me. I 

don't give a damn about · the publicity. We could, we could 

rock that through, if we had to let the whole thing hang 

out. It would be a lousy story for a month. But I can take 

it. But the point is, I don't want any criminal liability. 

That's the thing that I am concerned about for members of 

the White House staff, and I would trust for members of 

the Committee. And that means Magruder. 

That's right. 

Let's face it: he's the one that's, uh -- I think Magruder 

is the major guy over there. 

I think he's got the most serious problem. 

Yeah. 
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HALDEMAN: Well, then we talked about yesterday, you've got a, you 

got a question where your cut off point is. There is a 

possibility of cutting it at Liddy, where you are now. 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

Yeah. 

But to accomplish that requires 

Requires what? 

Requires continued perjury by Magruder. 

Yeah. And it requires total 

-- commitment --

control, got total, got total control over all of the 

defendants, which -- in other wo1,ds [ unintelligible] 

The basic position --

They don't know anything beyond Liddy. 

Uh, no. Other than the fact, other than the fact that 

Liddy, they have hearsay, uh --

But we don't know aboULt Hunt. Maybe Hunt has it tied in 

to Colson. We don't know that, though, really. 
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DEAN: No. 

PRESIDENT: I think Hunt knows a hell of a lot more. 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

Yeah, I do too. And, now what McCord --

You think he does? I am afraid you 're right, but .. , uh, 

we don't know that. 

I don't think -- [laughs} I think we bettwe assume it. 

I think Colson --

And he's playing hard ball, and he wouldn't play hard --

Is he? 

Yeah. He wouldn't play hard ball unless he were pretty 

confident that he could cause an awful lot of grief. 

Really? 

Yeah. 

He is playing hard boiled ball with regard to Ehrlichman, 

for example, and that sort .of thing. He knows what he's 

got. 

What's he planning on, money? 

Yeah, money and --
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HALDEMAN: Really? 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

Oh, yeah. He's uh 

It's a hundred and twenty thousand dollars. It's about 

what, about how much, which is easy. I mean, it's not 

easy to deliver, but it is easy to get, Uh, now, uh [nine 

seconds of sile nce]. If that, if what, if that, if that is the 

case, if it's j ust that way, then the thing to do is, if, if, 

the thing all, uh, cracks out- ·- if, if for, if, for example, 

you say look we're not, we're not going to continue to try 

to -- let's state it frankly, cut our losses -- that's just 

one way you could go -- on the assumpt i on that we're, we, 

by continuing to cut our losses , we're not going to win. 

That in the end, we are going to be bled to death, and it's 

all going to com.e out anyway, and then you get the worst of 

both worlds. We are going to lose, and people are going 

to --

And look [unintelligible] 

And we're going to look like we covered up. So that we 

can't do. Now. The other, the other, uh, the other line, 

however, uh, if you, if you take that line, that we're not 

going to continue to cut our lo s ses, that means then we have 
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DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

to look square in the eye as to what the hell those losses 

are, and see which people can -- so we can avoid criminal 

liability. Right? 

That's right. 

And that means, we got to, we've got to keep it off of you, 

uh, which I, which I [unintelligible] obstruction of 

justice thing. We've got to keep it off Ehrlichman. We've 

got to keep it, naturally, off of Bob, off Chapin, if pos

sible, and Strachan. Right? 

Uh huh. 

And Mitchell. Right? 

Uh huh. 

PRESIDENT: Now. 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

And Magruder, if you can. But that's the one you pretty 

much have to give up. 

But, but Magruder, Magruder, uh, uh, John's, Dean's point 

is that ir"Magruder goes down, he'll pull everybody with 

him. 

That's my view. 

Is it? 

Yup. I think Jeb, I don't think he wants to. And I think 
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DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN or 
DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

he even would try not to, but I don't think he is able 

not to. 

I don't think he is strong enough, when it really --

Well, not t.hat~ -not that -
if 

Well, another way, another way to do it then, Bob, is to --

and John realizes this -- is to, uh, continue to try to cut our 

losses. Now we have to look at that course of action. First, 

it is going to require approximately a million dollars to take 

care of the jackasses that are in jail. That could be, that 

could be arranged. 

Yeah. 

That could be arrange d . But you realize that after we are 

gone, I mean, assuming these [unintelligible] are gone, they're 

going to crack, you know what I mean? And that'll be a un

seemly story. Eventually, all the people aren't going to care 

that much. 

That's right. It's --

People aren't go:i.ng to care. 

So much history will pass between then and now. 

In other words, what we're talking about is no question. But 

the second thing is, we're not going to be able to deliver on, on 

any.kind of a, of a clemency thing. You know Colson has gone 

around on this clemency thing with Hunt and the rest. 
~ag-
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DEAN: Hunt, Hunt is now talking in terms of being out by 

Christmas. 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

This year? 

This year. Uh, he was told by O'Brien, who is my conveyor 

of doom back and forth, 

Yeah. 

uh, that, uh, hell,he'd be lucky if he were out a year from 

now, after the Ervin hearings were, uh, you know, over. He 

said, "How in the Lord's name could you be commuted that 

quickly?" He said, "Well, that's my commitment from Colson." 

By Christmas of this year? 

Yeah. 

See that, that really, that's very believable 'cause 

Colson, 

Do you think Colson could have told him --

Colson is an, is an -- that's, that's your fatal flaw, really, 

in Chuck, is he is an operator in expediency, and he will 

pay at the time and where he is 

Yeah. 

whatever he has to, to accomplish what he's there to do. 

Right. 
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HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

And that's I,. I would believe that he has made that 

commitment if Hunt says he has. I would believe he is 

capable of saying tha.t. 

The only thing you could do with him would be to 

parole him for a period of time because of his family 

situation. But you couldn't provide clemency. 

No, I -- Uh, Kleindienst has now got control of the parole 

board, and he said that now we ca.n, we can pull paroles off 

now where we couldn't.before. So --

Well, parole --

Yeah, but Kleindienst always tells you that, and then never 

delivers. 

Parole, parole. 

Well, I mean --

Let's, let's talk candidly about that. Parole [ unintelligible] 

in human terms, and so forth, is something that I think in 

Hunt's case, you could do Hunt,. but you couldn't do the 

others. You understand? 

Well, so much depends upon how Sirica sentences. He can 

sor--, sentence, sent1:'!nce in a way that, uh, makes parole 

even impossible. 
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PRESIDENT: Oh, he can? 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

Sure. He can do all kinds of permanent sentences. 

On this kind of thing? 

Yeah. He can be a, just a son-of-a-bitch, uh, as far 

as the whole thing. 

Of course, can't you appeal on a, on an unjust sentence as 

well as on an unjust conviction? 

You've got sixty days to ask the judge to review it. There 

is no appellate review of sentences. 

There isn't? 

Not that I --

The judge can review it, yeah. 

Only the sentencing judge can review 

Yeah. 

his own sentence? 

Coming back, though, to this. So you got that -- the, uh, 

hanging over. Now. If, uh -- you, you see, if you let it 

hang there, the point is you could let all or only part 

The point is, your feeling is that we just can't continue to, 
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DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 
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to pay the blackmail of these guys'? 

I think that's our greatest jeopardy. 

Yeah. 

Now, let me tell you, :Lt's 

'Cause that is 

no problem, we could, we could get the money. There is 

no problem in that. W,e can't provide the clemency. The 

money can be provided. Mitchel l could provide the way to 

deliver it. That could be done . See what I mean? 

But, Mitchell says he can't, doesn't he? 

Mitchell says that, uh -- Well, Mitch--, that's, it's, you 

know, there has been an interes t ing thing, uh, phenomena 

all the way along on this, is that there have been a lot 

of people having to pull oars and not everybody pulls them 

all the same time, the same way, because there develop 

self-interests. 

What John is say i ng is that everybody smiles at Dean and 

says, "Well, you better get something done about it." 

That's right. 

[Unintelligible] 

And Mitch --,Mitchell is leaving Dean hanging out on a -- None 
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DEAN: 

HALDEMA..t:J: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEA.1'i: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN~ 

PRESIDENT: 

of us, well, maybe we're doing the same thing to you. 

That's right. 

But I -- let me say that, that I don't see how there's 

any way that you can have the White House, or anybody pre

sently in the l-Thite House, involved in trying to gin out 

this money. 

We are already deeply enough in that, Thatts the problem, 

Bob. 
.J!: 

I thought you said you could handle the money? 

Well, in fact, that, uh, when -- · 

Kalmbach? 

Well, Kalmbach, uh, was a --

He's not the one. 

No, but when they ran out of that money, as you know, they 

came after the three-fifty that was over here. 

And they used that, right? 

And I had to explain what it was [laughs] for, uh, before 

I could get the money. 

Well, you said --
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DEAN: Now, they -- now, that -- they --

HALDEMAN: That was put, that was, that was -- in the first place, 

that was put back to LaRue 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

That's right. 

where it belonged. It wasn't all returned in a lump sum. 

It was put back in pieces. 

That's right. 

And then LaRue used it for this other purpose? 

That's right. 

Well, I think they can get that. 

And the balance was all returned to LaRue. 

That's right. 

The problem is we don't have any receipt for that, do we. 

We have no way of proving that. 

I [unintelligible] 

And I think, I think that was because, you know, of self

interest over there. Mitchell would --

Mitchell told LaRue not to take it at all. 

That's right. 
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HALDEMAN: This is what you told me. 

DEA.1\J: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEA.1\J: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMA.N: 

Thatts right. And then you dontt give them a receipt. 

Well, then, but what happened? LaRue took it, and then 

what? 

Well, it was sent back to him because we just couldn't con

tinue piecemeal giving, you know, I ask it -- Everytime I 

asked for ·it I had to tell Bob I needed some, or something 

like that, 

Yeah. 

and he had to get Gordon Strachan to go up to his safe and take 

it out and take it over to LaRue. 

Yeah. 

This was just a forever operation. 

Then what -- Why didn't they take it all to him? 

I think it's sent over with him. 

Well, we had been trying to get a way to get that money back 

out of here anyway. 

Sure. 

And what this was supposed to be was loans. This was 
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PRESIDENT: Yeah. 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

immediate cash needs that was going to be re replenished. 

And Mitchell was arguing "You can't take the three-fifty 

back till it's all replenished." Isn't that right? 

That's right. Well, uh, you know, we --

And then they never replenished it, so we just gave it all 

back anyway • . 

I have a feeling we could handle this one. Well --

Well, first of all, they'd have a hell of a time proving 

it. Uh, that's one thing. Uh --

Yeah, yeah -- I just have a feeling on it. But let's now 

come back to the money, a million dollars, and so forth and 

so on. Let me say that I think you could get that in 

cash, and I know money is hard,but, there are ways. That 

could be [unintelligible]. But the point is, uh, what would 

you do on that -- Let's, let's look at the hard facts. 

I mean, that's been very interesting. That has been, thus 

far, the most difficult problem. 

Why? 

They have been -- That's why these fellows have been on or 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

off the reservation all the way along. 

So the hard place is this. Your, your feeling at the pre

sent time is the hell with the million dollars. In other 

words, you say to these fellows, "I am sorry, it is all off," 

and let them talk. Right? 

Well --

That, that's the way to do it, isn't it? 

That --

If you want to do it clean, [unintelligible] 

Then what --

come out. 

See, then when you do it, it's a way you can live with. Be

cause the problem with the blackmail, and that's the thing we 

kept raising with you when you said there's a money problem, 

when we need twenty thousand or a hundred thousand or some

thing, was yeah, that's what you need today. But what do 

you need tomorrow and next year and five years from now? 

How long? 

Well, that was just to get us through November seventh, though. 
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HALDEMAN: I recognize that's what we had to give 

DEAN: Right. 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

to November seventh. There's no question. 

Except they could have sold -- these fellows could have 

sold out to the Democrats for a fantastic amount. 

Yeah, these fellows -- But of course you know, these 

fellows though, as far as that plan was concerned. 

But what is there? 

As far as what happened up to this time, our cover there is 

just going to be the Cuban Committee did this for them up through 

the election. 

Well, yeah. We can put that together. That isn't, of 

course, quite the way it happened, but, uh --

I know, but it's the way it's going to have to happen. 

It's going to have to happen. [Laughs] 

That's right. Finally, though, so you let it go. So what 

happens is then they go out and, uh, and they'll start 

blowing the whistle on everybody else. Isn't that what 

it really gets down to? 

Uh huh. 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

So that, that would be the, the clean way. Right? 

Uh --

Is that really you're -- you, you really go so far as to 

recommend that? 

That -- No, I wouldn't. I don't think, I don't think 

necessarily that's the cleanest way. One of the -- I think 

that's what we all need to discuss: is there some way that 

we can get our story before a grand jury, and, so that they 

can have, have really investigated the White House on this. 

I mean, and I must, I must be perfectly honest, I haven't 

really thought through that alternative. We've been, you 

know, been so busy 

John, 

on the other containment situation. 

John Ehrlichman, of course, has raised the point of another 

grand jury. I just don't know how you're going to do it. 

On what basis. I, I could call for it, but I --

That would be, I would think, uh --

The President takes the leadership, and says "Now, in view 

of all this, uh, stripped land and so forth, I understand this, 
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DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

but I, I think I want another grand jury proceeding and, 

and we'll have the White House appear before them." Is 

that right John? 

Uh huh. 

That's the point, you see. That would make the difference. 

I want everybody in the White House called. And that, that 

gives you the, a reason not to have to go up before the 

[unintelligible] Committee. It puts it in a, in an 

executive session, in a sense. 

Right. 

Right. 

Uh, well --

And there'd be some rules of evidence, aren't there? 

There are rules of evidence. 

Both evidence and you have lawyers. 

So you are in a hell of a lot better position than you 

are up there. 

. .. 
No, you can't have a lawyer before a grand jury. 

Oh, no. That's right. 

You can't have a lawyer before a grand jury. 
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HALDEMAN: O.K., but you, but you, you do have rules of evidence. 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

You can refuse to, to talk. 

You can take the Fifth Amendment. 

That's right. That's right. 

You can say you forgot, too, can't you? 

Sure. 

That's right. 

But you can't -- you're -- very high risk in perjury 

situation. 

That's right. Just be damned sure you say I don't 

Yeah --

remember; I can't recall, I can't give any honest, 

an answer to that that I can recall. But that's it. 

You have the same perjury thing on the Hill, don't you? 

That's right. 

Oh hell, yes. 

And, and they'll be doing things on [unintelligible] 
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PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

My point is, though ·--

which is a hell of a lot worse to deal with. 

That's right. 

The grand jury thing has its,uh, uh, uh -- view of this 

they might, uh. Suppose we have a grand jury proceeding. 

Would that, would that, what would that do to the Ervin 

thing? Would it go right ahead anyway? 

Probably. 

If you do it in executive --

But then on that score, though, we have -- let me just, 

uh, run by that, that -- You do that on a grand jury, we 

could then have a much better cause in terms of saying, "Look, 

this is a grand jury, in which, uh, the prosecutor -- II 

How about a special prosecutor? We could use Petersen, or 

use another one. You see he is probably suspect. Would you 

call 

No --

in another prosecutor? 

I'd like to have Petersen on our side, advising us [laughs] 

frankly. 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

Frankly. Well, Petersen is honest. Is anybody about 

to be question him, are they? 

No, no, but he'll get a barrage when, uh, these Watergate 

hearings start. 

Yes, but he can go up and say that he's, he's been told 

to go further in the Grand Jury and go in to this and 

that and the other thing. Call everybody in the White 

House. I want them to come, I want the, uh, uh, to go 

to the Grand Jury. 

This may result -- This may happen even without our calling 

for it when, uh, when these, uh --

Vesco? 

No. Well, that's one possibility. But also when these 

people go back before the Grand Jury here, they are going 

to pull all these criminal defendants back in before the 

Grand Jury and immunize them. 

.~ 

And immunize them: Why? Who? Are you going to -- On what? 

Uh, the U. S. Attorney's Office will. 

To do what? 

To talk about anything further they want to talk about. 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DE&~: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDE}IA.N': 

PRESIDENT: 

DEA.~: 

PRESIDENT: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

Yeah. What do they gain out of it? 

Nothing. 

To hell with them. 

They, theytre going to stonewall it, uh, as it now stands. 

Except for Hunt. That's why, that's the leverage in 

his threat. 

This is Hunt's opportunity. 

This is Hunt's opportunity. 

That's why, that's why, 

God, if he can lay this --

that's why your, for your immediate thing you've got no 

choice with Hunt but the hundred and twenty or whatever 

it is. Right? 

That's right. 

Would you agree that that's a buy time thing, you 

better damn well get that done, but fast? 

I think h~ o•.1ght to be· given some signal, anyway, to, to 

Yes. 

Yeah -- You know. 

Well for Christ's sakes -ge t it :Ln a, in a way 

that, uh -- Who's going to talk to him? Colson? 
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DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

He's the one who's supposed to know him. 

Well, Colson doesn't have any money though. That's 

the thing. That's been our, one of the real problems. 

They have, uh, been unable to raise any money. A million 

dollars in cash, or, or the like, has been just a very 

difficult problem as we've discussed before. Apparently, 

Mitchell has talked to Pappas, and I called him last -

John asked me to call him last night after our discussion 

and after you'd met with John to see where that was. And 

I, I said, "Have you talked to, to Pappas?" He was at home, 

and Martha picked up the phone so it was all in code. "Did 

you talk to the Greek?" And he said, uh, "Yes, I have." 

And I said, "Is the Greek bearing gifts?" He said, "Well, 

I want to call you tomorrow on that." 

Well, look, uh, what is it that you need on that, uh, when, 

uh, uh? Now, look [unintelligible] I am, uh, unfamiliar 

with the money situation. 

Well that, you know, it, it sounds easy to do, apparently, 

until, uh, everyone is out there doing it and that's where 

our breakdown has, has come every time, 

Well, if you had it, where would you, how would you get it to 

somebody? 

-106-

(1096) 



67.1 TRANSCRIPT OF MARCH 21., 1973 MEETING FROM 10:12 - 11:55 A.M • ., 
1-126 

DEAN: Well, I, uh, I gather LaRue just leaves it in mail boxes 

and things like that, and tells Hunt to go pick 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

it up. Someone phones Hunt and tells him to pick it up. 

As I say, we're a bunch of amateurs in that business. 

That was the thing that we thought Mitchell ought to be 

able to know how to find somebody who could do all that 

sort of thing, because none of us know how to. 

That's right. You got to wash money and all that sort, 

you know, if you get a hundred thousand out of a bank, and 

it all comes in serialized bills, and 

Oh I understand. 

And that means you have to go to Vegas with it or a book

maker in New York City, and I've learned all these things 

after the fact, it's -- [laughs] Great shape for the next time 

around. 

[Laughter] 

Jesus. 

Well, the main point, now, is the people who will need the 

money [unintelligible]. Well of course, you've got the 

surplus from the campaign. That we have to account for. 

But if there's any ot her money hanging around --
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HALDEMAN: Well, but what about all the, what about the money we 

moved back out of the -- here? 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

Apparently, there's some there. That might be what 

they can use. Uh, I don't know how much is· left. 

Kalmbach must have some, doesn't he? 

Kalmbach doesn't have a cent. 

He doesn't? 

See the new law --

No, see that three-fifty that we moved out was all 

we saved. Because they were afraid to, because of this -

that's what I mean; that's the trouble: We are so God damned 

square that [laughs] we'd get caught. I mean --

Well, could I s·uggest that this though: uh, now, let me, 

let me, let me go back around -- [unintelligible]. They 

will then, uh --

Be careful --

The, uh, the Grand Jury thing has a feeL Question is uh, -- It, 

it at least says that we are cooperating 
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DEAN: Well 

PRESIDENT: with the Grand Jury. 

DEAN: Once we, once we start down any route that involves 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

the criminal justice system, 

Yeah. 

you, you've got to have full appreciation of there 

is really no control over that. 

No, sir. 

Uh, while we did, uh -- we had a, an amazing job of 

Yeah, I know. 

keeping the thing on the track b1~fore 

Straight. 

while the FBI was out there, all that -- and that was, uh, 

only because 

Right. 

I had a [unintelligible] of where they were going. 

[Unintelligible]. Right. Right. But you haven't got 

that now because everybody else :ls going to have a lawyer. 

Let's take the new Grand 
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DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

Jury. Uh, the new Grand Jury would call Magruder again, 

wouldn't it? 

But, based on what information it would? For example, 

what happens if Dean goes in and gives a story, you know, 

that here is the way it all came about. It was supposed 

to be a legitimate operation and it obviously got off the 

track. I heard of these horribles, told Haldeman that we 

shouldn't .be involved in it. 

Yeah. Right. 

Then Magruder's going to have to be called in and questioned 

about all those meetings again, and the like. And it be-

gins to again he'll begin to change his story as to 

what he told the Grand Jury the last time. 

Well --

That way, he's in a perjury situation. 

Except, that's the best leverage you've got on Jeb -

is that he's got to keep his story straight or he's in 

real t r ouble. 

That's right. 

Unless they get smart and give him innnunity. If they 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 
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immunize Jeb, then you have an interesting problem. 

He wouldn't want --

Well, I think we have, 

[Unintelligible] immunity. 

we have control, we have control over who gets immunized. 

Do we? 

Yeah, I think they wouldn't do that without our --

But you see, the Grand Jury proceeding [unintelligible] 

sort of thing, you can go down that road and then -- if 

if they had -- I'm just thinking of now how the President 

looks. We would be cooperating. We would be cooperating 

through a Grand Jury. Everybody would be behind us. That's 

the proper way to do this. It should be done through a 

grand jury, not up there in the kleig lights of the Com-

mittee, or --

That's right. 

Nobody's questioning if it's a grand jury, and so forth. 

So, and then we would insist on executive privilege 

before the Committee, flat out say, "No we won't do that. 

We're not going to do it. Matter before a grand jury," and 
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HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

• 

.. 

that's that. You see --

All right, then you go to the next step. Would we then -

the Grand Ju--, the Grand Jury meet in executive 'session? 

Yes, sir, they're 

Always -- • 

secret sessions, they're secret. 

Secret session 

Secret --

All right, then would we agree to release our statement, 

"' our Grand Jllry transcripts? 

That's not, that's not for our -- We don't have the 

authority to do that. That's up to the Court and the 

Court, thus far, has not released the ones from the last 

Grand Jury. 

They usually are not. 

It would be highly unusual for a grand jury to come out. 

What would happen is --

But a lot of the stuff from the Grand Jury came out. .. 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

Leaks. Well --

It ca.me out of the U.S. Attorney's Office, 

Yeah. 

more than the, the Grand Jury. We don't know. Some of 

the Grand Jurors may have leaked 

Right, right. 

it, but they were --

Bob, it's not so bad. It's, that's just not the bad -

or the worst place. But --

Well, what I was, I was going the other way there. I was going to -

it might be to our interest to get it out. 

Well, we, we could easily do that. Leak out certain stuff. 

We could pretty much control that. We've got much more 

control there. Now, the other possibility is not to go 

to the Grand Jury. Then you've got three things. (1) You 

just say, "The hell with it, we can't raise the money, 

sorry Hunt, you can say what you want." And so Hunt blows 

the whistle. Right? 

Right. 

All right, if that happens, then that raises some possi

bilities of other criminal -- because he is likely to say 

a hell of a lot of things and he's certain to get Magruder 

on it. 
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DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

It'll get Magruder. It'll start the whole FBI investi

gation going again. 

Yeah. So, uh, what else -- it'll get Magruder; 

it could possibly get Colson. He's in that danger. 

That's right. Could get, uh --

Could get Mitchell. Maybe. No. 

Hunt can't get Mitchell. 

I don't think Hunt can get Mitchell. Hunt's got a 

lot of hearsay. 

Ehrlichman? He could on the other thing -- except Ehrlich

man [unintelligible] 

Krogh, Krogh could go down in smoke. Uh --

Because Krogh, uh -- Where could anybody -- But on the 

other hand, Krogh just says he, uh, uh, Krogh says this 

is a national security matter. Is that what he says? 

Yeah, he said that. 

Yeah, but that won't sell, ultimately, in a criminal 

situation. It may be mitigating on sentences but it won't, 

uh, in the main matter --
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HALDEMAN: Well, then that --

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

That's right. Try to look around the track. We have no 

choice on Hunt but to try to keep him --

Right now, we have no choice. 

But, but my point is, do you ever have any choice on 

Hunt? That's the point. 

[Sighs] 

No matter what we do here now, John, 

Well, if we --

Hunt eventually, if he isn't going to get commuted 

and so forth, he's going to blow the whistle. 

What I have been trying to conceive of is how we could lay 

out everything we know [sighs] in a way that, you know, we've 

told the Grand Jury or somebody else, so that if a Hunt 

blows, 

Yeah. 

so what's new? You know, it's already been told to a grand 

jury, and they found no criminal liability, and they investi

gated it in full. We're sorry fellow --
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

That's right. 

Uh, We don't, it doesn't --

Including Ehrlichman's use of Hunt on the other deal? 

That's right. 

You'd throw that out? 

Uh, well, Hunt will go to jail for that too -- he's got 

to understand that. 

That's the point too. I don't think that I wouldn't 

throw that out. I think I would limit it to -- I don't 

think you need to go into every God damned thing Hunt has 

done. 

No. 

He's done some things in the national security area. Yes. 

True. 

• 
We've already said that. Anyway, I mean, we've laid the 

groundwork for that. 

Uh huh. 

But here is the point, John: So you go that -- Let's go 

to the other extreme, the other, the other angle is to 

decide, oh, well, if you open up the Grand Jury, first, it 
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DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

won't do any good; it won't be believed. And then 

you'll have two things going: The Grand Jury and you 

have the other thing. At least the Grand Jury appeals 

to me from the standpoint, it's the President makes the 

move. "Since all these charges have been bandied about, 

and so forth, the best thing to do is to -- I have ordered, 

or I have asked the Grand Jury to look into any further 

charges. All charges have been raised." That's the place 

to do it, and not before a committee of the Congress. Right? 

Uh huh. 

Then, however, we may say, Mitchell, et al., God, we 

can't risk that, I mean, uh, all sorts of shit'll break 

loose there. Then that leaves you to your third thing. 

The third thing is just to continue to --

Hunker down and fight it. 

All right. If you hunker down and fight it, fight it and 

what happens? 

Your 

Your view is that that is, is not really a viable option. 

It's a very -- it's a high risk. A very high risk. 

A high risk, because your view is that what will happen 

out of that is that it's going to come out. Somebody's 

Hunt -- something's going to break loose --
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DEAN: Something is going to break and --

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

When it breaks it'll look like the President 

is covering up --

is, has covered up a huge uh, uh, this -- Right? 

That's correct. 

But you can't contain the charge. 

That's not --

I just don't --

You're, you're, 

I don't think it's 

you now have, uh, moved away from the hunker down. 

Well, I've moved to the point that we've certainly got 

to make a, a harder look at the other alternative, which 

we haven't before. 

The other alternatives. 

The other alternatives. Right. 

Three other choices, wouldn't you say? As a matter 

of fact, your m--,middle ground of Grand Jury. And then 

there's finally the other ground of -- No, I suppose there's 

a middle ground, 
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DEAN: And I would --

PRESIDENT: or the middle ground of as--, of a public statement, 

but without a grand jury. 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

What we need also, sir --

And also --

But John's view is if we make the public statement 

Yeah. 

that we talked -- I raised that this morning, the, the 

thing we talked about last night 

Yeah. 

If each of us 

Yeah. 

make moves, 

Yeah. 

he says that will immediately lead to agrand jury. 

Fine all right, fine. 

As soon as we make that statement, they'll have to 

call a grand jury. 

Then maybe we make the public statement before the 

Grand Jury, in order to --

So it looks like we are trying to do it over. 

All right, say, all right, say here are public statements, 

and we want, we want, uh, 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

Yeah. 

full Grand Jury investigation 

Yeah. 

by the U.S. Attorney's Office. 

Curious to see whether this statement's, then, 

that's right. That I, but -- And that we've said that 

the reason that we had delayed this is until after the 

sentencing. You see, the point is, the reason that 

time is of the essence, we can't play around with this, 

is that they're going to sentence on Friday. We're going 

to have to move the God damned thing pretty fast. See 

what I mean? 

That's right. 

So we've got to act, we really haven't time to [unin-

telligible] 

The other, the other thing is that the Attorney General 

could call Sirica, and say that, "The government has some 

major developments that it's considering. Would you hold 

sentencing for two weeks?" 

of action. 

Yep, yep. 
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DEAN: Say, that "The sentencing may be in the wrong perspective 

right now. I don't know for certain, but I just think 

there are some things that, uh, I am not at liberty to 

discuss with you, that I want to ask that the, the Court 

withhold two weeks sentencing." 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN OR 
PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

So then the story is out: "Sirica Delays Sentencing 

Watergate -- For " 

I think, I think that could be handled in a way between 

Sirica and Kleindienst that it would not get out. 

No. 

Sirica tells me, I mean Kleindienst apparently does have 

good rapport with Sirica. He's never talked to him since 

this case has developed, 

Why not? 

but,uh 

That's helpful. Kleindienst could say that he's, uh, he's 

working on something and would like, like, like to have a 

week. I wouldn't take two weeks. I would take a week. 

I'll tell you the person that I would, you know, I feel that, 

uh, we, we could use his counsel on this, because he under

stands the criminal process better than anybody over here does, 

Petersen? 

is Petersen. It, it's awkward for Petersen. He's the head of 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

the Criminal Division. But to discuss some of these 

things with him, we may well want to remove him from the 

head of the Criminal Division and say, that, uh, 11 Rela--, 

related to this case, you will have no relation. 11 Uh, and 

give him on some special assignment over here where he 

can sit down and say, "Yes, this is an, this is an ob

struction, but it couldn't be proved," or so on and so 

forth. We almost need him out of there to take his counsel. 

That would, uh, I, I don I t think he'd want that, but, uh, 

he is the most knowledgeable --

How could you get him out? 

I think an appeal directly to Henry, uh, that, uh --

Why doesn't the President -- could, could the President 

call him in as Special Counsel to tne White -- to the, to 

the White House for the purpose of conducting an investiga-

tion, represent uh, you see, in other words --

rather than having Dean in on it, 

I have thought of that. I have thought of that. 

have him as Special Counsel to represent to the Grand 

Jury and the rest. 

That is one possibility. 

Yeah. 
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HALDEMAN: On the basis that Dean has now become a principal, rather 

PRESIDENT: That's right. 

HALDEMAN: than a Special Counsel. 

DEAN: Uh huh. 

PRESIDENT: That's right. 

DEAN: Uh huh. 

PRESIDENT: And that he's a --

DEAN: And I, and I could recommend that to you. 

PRESIDENT: He could recommend it, you could recommend it, and 

Petersen would come over and be the, uh -- And I'd say, 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

"Now--" 

Petersen's planning to leave, anyway. 

And I'd say, "Now," 

Is he? 

"I want you to get -- we want you to (1) II 

We'd say to Petersen, "We want you to get to the bottom of 

the God damned thing. Call another Grand Jury or anything 

else." Correct? Well, now you've got to follow up to see 

-123-

(1113) 



67 .1 TRANSCRIPT OF MARCH 21, 1973 MEETING FROM 10: 12 - 11 :55 A.M., 
1-126 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

whether Kleindienst can get Sirica to put off -- Right? 

If that is, if we -- Second, you've got to get 

Mitchell down here. And you and Ehrlichman and Mitchell 

and let's and -- by tomorrow. 

Why don't we do that tonight? 

I don't think you can get him that soon, can you? 

John? 

It would be helpful if you could, 

I think it would be. 

You need --

Get him to come down this afternoon, 

It would be very helpful to, to get it going. And, uh, 

uh, you know, and uh, and, uh, and then, uh -- Actually, uh, I'm 

perfectly willing to meet with the group, or I don't 

know whether 

Do you think you want to? 

Maybe have Dean report to me at the end, as to what are, as to 

what conclusions, et cetera, what you want to do. I think I 

should stay away from the Mitchell side of it at this point. 

Un huh. 

Do you agree? 

Uh huh. 

And, uh 
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DEAN: And I think, unless we see, you know, some sort of a 

reluctant dragon .there 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

.F. 
You might try to meet with the rest of us, I, I'm, I'm 

not sure you'd want to meet with John in a group of us. 

Okay, let me see if I can get it done. 

All right. Fine. And, uh, my point is that, uh, we can, 

uh, -- you may well come -- I think it is good, frankly, 

to consider these various options. And then, once you, 

once you decide on the plan -- John -- and you had the right 

plan, let me say, I have no doubts about the right plan 

before the election. And you handled it just right. You 

contained it. Now· after the election we've got to have 

another plan, because we can't have, for four years, we 

can't have this thing 

We can't do it. 

you're going to be eaten BMay. 

Well, there's been a change in the mood --

John's point is exactly right, that the erosion here now is 

going to you, and that is the thing that we've got to turn 

off, at whatever the cost. We've got to figure out where to 

turn it off at the lowest cost we can, but at whatever cost 

it takes. 

That's what, that's what we have to do. 
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PRESIDENT: Well, the erosion is inevitably going to come here, apart 

from anything, you know, people saying that, uh, well, 

the Watergate isn't a major concern. It isn't. But it 

would, but it will be. It's bound to be. 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

We cannot let you be tarnished by that situation. 

Well, I [unintelligible] also because I -- Although Ron 

Ziegler has to go out -- They blame the [unintelligible] 

the White House [unintelligible] 

That's right. 

We don't,uh, uh, I say that the White House can't do it. 

Right? 

Yeah. 

Yes, sir. 
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68. On March 21, 1973 at 12:30 p.m. H.R. Haldeman spoke by telephone 

to John Mitchell, who was in New York City. In addition to reflecting 

the 12:30 p.m. call, Haldeman's telephone log for that day also shows 

a conversation with John Mitchell's office at 4:06 p.m. with a marginal 

notation "car - 9:30 a.m. (word illegible) Nat'l -- Amer 520. 11 Haldeman 

has testified that he does not recall asking Mitchell on March 21 whether 

Mitchell was going to take care of Hunt's demand for money. 
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A I understand. 

2 Q Do you understand that while the Grand Jury rules do 

3 not permit you to have an attorney present in this room, you 

4 may be excused to consult with an attorney outside of this 

5 room at any time upon request to the Foreman of the Grand Jury 

6 A I understand. 

7 Q For the record, you ar.e represented today by counsel 

8 in the presence of Mr. Wilson and Mr. Strickler who are 

9 outside, is that correct? 

10 

11 

A 

Q 

That is correct. 

So that anything you do say should be said freely 

12 and voluntarily. Do you understand that? 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

And you understand further, as in the past, the 

fact that you have been advised that you are a potential 

target of this Grand Jury's investigation which means that 

you may well be considered as a defendant for purposes of 

indictment by this Grand Jury. 

A I understand. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

Q Now understanding all of those facts and rights whic 

you possess, are you prepared to testify this morning? 

22 
A I am. 

23 I 21st :ay 
Mr. Haldeman, may I direct your attention to the 

24 
of March, 1973 and ask whether you recall meeting on 

25 
that day with the President and John Dean who was at that time 
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1 

2 

3 

counsel to the Presid1ent:J V 
5 

Yes, I do. A 

Q And you rec.all entering a meeting which was then in 

4 progress? 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

A 

Q 

That's corr1ect, yes. 

Now followiirig that meeting did there come a time 

when you had a conver1sation with John Mitchell who was then in 

New York City on the telephone? 

A Yes, I am s,ue there did. Let's see - March 21st? . 

Yes. 

0 Can you giv1e us the best of your recollection of the 

time of the telephone conversation and the substance of it? 

A I don't hav1e -- I should qualify my previous answer. 

I am sure that there 1~as a telephone conversation because one 

of the results or one of the outcomes of the March 21st meet

ing with Mr. Dean and the President was a request by the 

President that Mr. De,an, Mr. Ehrlichman, Mr. Mitchell and :r 

meet that day or the ;following day to discuss some of these 

questions and then to report back to the President. 

I feel sure that I called Mr. Mitchell to.request hi 

corning down for such ,a meeting. 

0 What do you recall of the conversation between,your-
"" 

self and Mr. Mitchell? 

A That's about all I recall. I am really assuming 

that there was such a call. I think I called him. It is 
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1 possible that someone else oalled him.· My general recollectio 

2 now would be that I had called him and said that the President 

3 wanted us to meet and asked him to come down. 

4 0 Is it not the case that you discussed with more 

5 particularity the problems about which the President suggeste 

6 you.meet in your conversation with Mr. Mitchell? 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

241 
2511 

A 

0 

Not that I recall, no. 

Is it your testimony that you do not recall saying 

to Mr. Mitchell in substance that the President requested that 

you meet as to how to deal with Mr. Hunt's demand for substan

tial cash payments? 

A 

Q 

Yes. I have no recollection of that being discussed 

It is your testimony that.,;._ is it your testimony 

that in the telephone conversation with Mr. Mitchell you did 

not allude in any way to the subject matter about which you 

would be meeting the following day? 

A My recollection is that the subject matter about 

which we would be meeting was the general subject of how to 

deal with the overall -- what has now becoxne called the 

Watergate situation, as it stood at that time. 

I don't recall the point that you raised·as being 

the specific subject for the meeting. 

0 I'm sorry but your answer is not responsive to my 

question, most respectfully. I asked whether you did not 

recall alluding to the subject matter in your telephone 
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conversation with Mr. Mitchell • 

7 

• -2 A I don't recall alluding to the subject matter. My 

3 recollection would be that if I discussed the subject matter 

4 it would be in the context that I have just described. The 

5 purpose of the meeting was, as I recall it, to review the 

6 Watergate situation. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

• 16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

0 Is it not a fact, Mr. Haldeman, that in your tele-

phone conversation with Mr. Mitchell you stated to him in 

substance, or you asked him in substance, whether he was going 

to take care o; Mr. Hunt's problem? 

A 

0 

I don't recall any such discussion, no. 

When you say you do not recall any such discussion, 

that would be something you would recall, would it not, if you 

had such a discussion? 

A I would think so but I don't see that as having bee 

the major point of discussion either at the time of the phone 

call to set up the meeting or at the meeting which .took place 

on the 22nd. 

0 You're talking now again about Mr. Hunt's specific 

request, is that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q When were you first advised that Hunt was making 

such a request or demand? 

A To the best of my recollection, the first I knew of 

that was when it was raised in the March 21st-meeting when it , 
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1 was reported to the President in my presence. 

2 It is my belief that it had been discussed prior to 

3 my coming·in to that meeting and then was reraised as a point 

4 of information when I came in. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

0 Did you not have a conversation with John Ehrlichman 

prior to the meeting about which you are making reference con

cerning Mr. Hunt's most recent demand for funds? 

A I have a general recollection of a very brief dis-

cussion of that topic with Mr. Ehrliclunan. I don't think it 

10 was before the meeting with Mr. Dean and the President that 

morning. 11 

I am not sure when that -- I think it, was discussed 12 

13 or rai sed i n the course of the conversation,. bu.t m. ¥ recollec1' 

tion now is the first I heard of that was in the meeting in 
14 

the President's office. 
15 

16 

17 

18 

Q You say you recall some conversation with Mr. 

Ehrliclunan and you think it was after Mr. Dean raised it in 

your presence with the President or discussed it with the 

President in your presence. 
19 

20 

21 

I ask you whether,. more specifically,. you did not 

have a conversation on the 20th or March, thE! day before the 

meeting between Mr. Dean and the President to which you have 
22 ' 

23 

24 

25 Ii 

alluded, with Mr. Ehrlichman at which time the discussion 

about Mr. Hunt's most recent demand was discussed. 

A That is not my recollection at this time. It is 
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1 awfully hard to put thQ Mngs into t.tmE! position. My 

2 .feeling now is the fi~st I heard of that was in the March 
.· 

3 21st morning meeting in the President's office.· r can't dis~ 

4 count the poss~bility of the other. 

5 I am trying to give you my best recollection. 

6 0 Y~u think you may well have had a discussion with 

7 Mr. Ehrlicbman on the 20th about Mr. Hunt~· 

8 A I don't recall any such. That's really all I can 

9 say. I have no recollection of such a discussion preceeding 

10 the other. 

11 . I have a recollection of that pciint coming up in 

12 conversation with Mr. Ehrlich.man at some t.ime. My feeling is 

13 that that was after the 21st. 

14 Q Well, what do you recall about t:he substance of it 

15 coming up with Mr. Ehrlichman which would be something which 

16 might put it in a better chronological frame. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

A This account is only a very general recollection. 

Let's see if I can reconstruct this. What I would recall in 

a general sense is that there was some reference to the fact 

or to the report that Hunt had made some kind of a threat that 

he was going .to reveal the seemy things he had done for 

Ehrlichman, or something to that effect, and that was discusse 

as a point of information. 

Mr. Ehrlichman expressed the view that that was a 

matter of no concern to him because there was nothing, as f~r 
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1 as he was concerned, that fit that kind of a description that 

2 he would have any concern about Mr. Hunt revealing. 

3 In other words, his view was -- and this is the 

4 general sense -- I'm not trying toput words into it because 

5 I can't -- it was 'that there was no basis for a Hunt threat 

6. in that respect. 

7 0 That's what Mr. Ehrlichman told you at the time of 

8 your conversation? 

9 

10 

11 

12 

A 

0 

That's my recollection. 

As part of the threat, didn't Mr. Ehrld:chman tell· 

you that Mr. Hunt wasasking for a lot of money and that the 

threat to reveal these things about Mr. Ebrlichman and others 

13 was contingent on his demand not being met? 

14 
A It is not my recollection that Mr. Ehrlichman told 

15 
me that. It is my recollection that I had heard that, the 

16 
substance of the threat, prior to the conversation or the 

raising of this point in conversation with Ehrlichman. 
17 

18 
0 Well, if we break that down there should be somethin 

which shou1d trigger your recollection as to whether you beard 
19 

about a threat from Mr. Ehrlichman for the first ti.me or you 
20 

heard it from Mr. Dean, and "hen you discussed it with Mr. 
21 

Ehrlichman, whether Mr. Ehrlichman told you that the threat 
22 

was a flat or unconditional threat to reveal things, or whethe 
23 

it was conditioned on a circums~ance 

::11 the payment of money to Mr. Hunt. 
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A Okay. As I thought r had said, my belief is .that 

2 I was told or that I heard of the threat in the terms that 

3 Mr. Hunt had said he had to receive - I think it was a hundre 

4 and twenty thousand dollars, or something like that -- or he 

5 would reveal the seamy things that he had done for Ehrlichman. 

6 That sort of phraseology is how I recall it. 

7 In other words, it was a threat that he had to be 

8 given this amount of money or be wou1d do the other thing. 

9 But my recollection is that where r heard that was from John 

10 Dean and in the President' s office, not f:r·om John Ehrlichman. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

0 That wasn't the only thing that Mr. Dean had indica-

ted that Mr. Hunt would talk about, is it? 

A 

0 

That's the only thing I recall. 

Isn't it a fact that the Hunt tlu: ·eat was in the con-

text not only of telling these seamy things about Ehrlichman, 

but that he would tell what he knew about Watergate, it's 

break-in and its aftermath. 

A No, that's not how I remember it at all. 

Q It's not? 

A No, sir. 

-0 Your recollection of being so advised by Mr. Dean 

was that Hunt would only tell about Ehrlichman? 

A There may have be~nanother name. :rt may have been 

E.hrlichman and someone, but my recollection very specifically 

in that regard is that the threat related to what was describe 

DV 

(1127) 



68.2 H.R. HALDEMAN TESTIMONY, JANUARY 30, 1974, WATERGATE GRAND JURY, 4-16 
12 

1 as the soaxny things he had done for Ehrlichman. It may have 

2 been for Ehrlichman and someone else, but it was not, as I 

3 would reconstruct it now -- my impression is not that it was 

4 a threat to disclose anything other than the apparent projects 

5 that he claimed he had done for Ehrlichman. 

6 0 Wasn't the fear expressed that in terms of Hunt 

7 "blowing"?. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

A It Jlllly have been, and if it was, my recollection 

again wou1d be that it was in that context. 

0 Now what was Mr. Mitchell's response to you on the 

telephone, to your invitation? 

A Again, it would have to be basically speculation. I 

think that I transmitted to him the request to attend the 

14 
meeting, and he said that he would be down the first thing in 

the morning and a meeting was therefore set up. 15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

0 And later on is it not a fact that Mr. Mitchell's 

travel plans were confirmed and you were apprised of his time 

of arrival? 

A That's probably true, yes. 

Q Do you recall that? 

A No, I don't now but I imagine that would be the case 

I don't know whether it was later on or he confirmed it at the 

time. I'm not sure of that. 

0 Now Mr. Haldeman, you recall -- do you recall pro-

viding to the United States Attorney's Office, and specificall 
25 

DV 
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1 to Mr. Silbert, copiE~s of the various telephone logs of yours? 

2 

3 

4 

A 

0 

A 

Yea. 

Where are the originals of those logs? 

I don't knc>W. I 'm not sure. We may have turned . 

5 over the originals. They may be in my attorneys' possession. 

6 They may still be in the White House files. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

. 17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Would you like to confer with counsel with respect 

to the answer to that question? 

A Pine. 

(Whereupon, the witness left 
the Grand Jury room to . confe 
with counsel.) 

(Whereupon , the witness re-
entered the _Grand Jury room. 

BY MR. BEN-VENISTE: 

0 Mr. Haldemim, have you had the opportunity to consul 

with counsel? 

A I have. 

Q Are you able to answer the question with respect to 

your logs? 

A It is my cc1unsel • s belief that they were provided 

with several Xerox copies of those logs, but they do not have, 

and did not have the originals at any time. 

On the basi.s of that, I can only assume, and this 

~ould be my best belief, that the originals are still in the 

White House files. Prior to my leaving the White House., and 

DV 
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1 for the purpose of turning over copies to the U. s. Attorney's 

2 Office, copies were made of those logs. A Xerox copy was held 

3 in my attorney's file and copies were turned over to the u. s. 

4 Attorney's Office. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

Q So that you requested that the White House Xerox 

various of your documents which were in the presidential files 

A There was a specific request for these logs apparent 

ly, and the copies were made and they were turned over. That 

is my understanding. 

0 Were you provided a copy of whatever was turned over 

to the u. s. Attorney's Office? 

A Yes. My recollection is that these were not: in the 

White House files at the time. 

in my office. 

They were held by my secretary 

MR. BEN-VENISTE: May we mark this as Exhibit HRH-1 

of this date? 

0 

BY MR. BEN-VENISTE: 

(Whereupon, Grand Jury Exhibi 
HRH-1 was marked for identi
fication.) 

.I'll show this to you, Mr. Haldeman, and ask if this 

21 does not appear to be one of the logs turned crver to you -

22 turned over by you to the U. s. Attorney's Office. 

23 

24 

A 

Q 

It appears to be, yes. 

Now if you will notice, this is a telephone memoran-

25 dum log dated March 21, 1973, Wednesday, H. R. Haldeman, and 

DV 
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1 it begins _ at 2i50 p.m. 

15 

2 

. 3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

A 

0 

A 

0 

Right. _ 

With the first entry. 

Right. 

Do you know where the first page of that log is, as 

I will advise you that it has never been turned over to the 

Government. 

A Is this identified as the second page? Yes, it is -

page 2. No, I have rio idea. 
• 

Q Have you e1rer seen page l? 

A I have not made any attempt to review these logs so 

I probably haven't. As I have indicated in earlier appearance, 

this log was not .kept by me. It was kept by my secretary. I 

am not familiar. I clidn't even know it ex:l.sted, as a matter 

of fact, until the rEtquest was made and we got it. 

Q 

A 

I have. 

Have you ever seen page l? 

Not that I recall. I have no reason to believe that 

Let me volunteer that if there is a page 1, and I 

would like to ask that we ask my attorneys, and we can do it 
19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

right now if you wan1: to, to check, they de, have -- Mr. Strick e 

said they have _a copy in tjleir fil~. They can search that and 

see if there is a page 1 for that date which is quite possibl 

that it is just 1eft out. 

THE FOREMANc Would you please de, so? 

THEWITNESS: Sure. 
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(Whereupon, the witness left 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

BY MR. BEN-VENISTE s 

the Grand Jury room to confe 
with counsel.) 

(Whereupon, the witness re- 
entered the Grand Jury room. 

O Mr. Haldeman, have you checked the copy that you hav 

or that your attorneys have of the March 21 telephone logs? 

A I have not. I have talked with Mr. Strickler and , 

he is calling his office. It is in the file in his office and 

he is calling to have it checked right now. As soon as he 

has an answer he will notify the Marshal. 

0 Do you have any knowledge as to any deliberate with-

holding of this document? 

A No. 

Q Either by your attorneys or by anyone at the White 

House? 

A N9, I don't. · · It was our intent and thought that 

17 r• had turned over the comp1ete U1e, both the te1ephone 1ogs 
18 and the date and appointment files. 

19 O Now with respect to the tape recording of the con-

20 

21 

22 

23 

versation about which you have testified between the President 

and Mr. Dean, and then later yourself, on the 21st of March, 

1973, did you ever make a duplicate of this tape or of any 

portion of the tape? 

A No. My answer is no, but I want to be sure I 

o'y 
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I' 
1111 Q Now, did Hr. Nitchell, at that ti.r:ie, indicate t!J 

2 I you, one way or another, whether Hr. Hunt would be paid? 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

I 

22 I 

A 

Q 

LaRue? 

A 

Q 

A 

No, he did not. 

Thereafter, did you have a conversation with Mr. 

Yes, I d:l.d. 

And what was the substance of that conversation? 

Mr. LaRue wanted to know what I was going to do 

about the problem that had raised, and I told him, nothing; 

that I was out of that business. 

He then asked me what I thought he should do and 

I told him I . thought he ought to talk to Mitchell about it. 

Q Now, after the meeting on the 21st with the Presi-

dent and, for a pot:tion, Mr. Haldeman, di.d you learn from 

anyone whether Mr. Mitchell had been contacted with respect 

to coming down to Washington and meeting with you and Mr. 

Haldeman and the Pt'.esident and Mr. Ehrlichman? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q And when did you learn that? 

A Sometime on the 21st, I learned it from Mr. Halde-

man. Originally, it had been hoped that Mr. Mitchell could 

come down immediately but. for some reason, he couldn't come 

23 ;.I down until the next morning. 
24 · -,I the next mornin g . 

II 

So a meeting was scheduled fo!" 

25 Ji Q Now, later on in the day, on the 21st, you had 2 

DV 
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69. On the afternoon of March 21, 1973 Dean met with Haldeman and 

Ehrlichman. Ehrlichman and Dean have testified that the participants 

at the meeting speculated about John Mitchell's role in the Watergate 

affair, and wondered whether Mitchell's not coming forward was the cause 

of the beating everyone was taking on the subject of Watergate. Dean 

and Haldeman have testified that in the late afternoon of March 21, just 

before their second meeting with the President on that day, Dean told 

Haldeman that perhaps the solution to the whole thing was to draw the 

wagons around the White House. According to Haldeman, Dean also said 

that they should let all the chips fall where they may, because that 

would not hurt anybody at the White House since no one there had a 

problem. 
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69.1 JOHN EHRLICHMAN LOG, MARCH 21, 1973 

WF.::TN.ZSD~\.Y ~,£.:\RC}{ 21, 197~ 

8: l 5 ERE oifi.,.:e c----
9:00 P!"esid.~~t 

) 

....... -,------·-· -.. ---. ·-. . 
11 :00 ..:\.:..o~=c Hail, i-\ssist;i..c.t Sec.=et~ry of Deie!l3 ::, I::?.!:Z!lliJe:·;ice 
11 :-45 Ca.:- at ,,,e5t ba.5 em.ent 
12:00 Congressman Jack K:::m.:;i 

l :00 Lunch in Mess with Cole 
2 ~1;;:!S~---·--D"a.:..· ..... v, .... · a__ y m1ng 
3:00 Bernard Ei0e>nbr1nd (NACO), Ji.m Falk 
3:45-6 HRH, John Dear.. 
6:00 Bud Krogh 
7:00 Metropolitan Club - Gene Bradley dinner 

THURSDAY,. ~LI\RCH 22, 1973 

8:30 
11;00 

-11:45 
12:40 
3:15 
3:45 

~.-. , 
Sub-Cab:net briefing - 45 0 EOB 
HRH office - Dean, Mitche.ll 
Carat west basement 
Sec. Shultz' plane arrival (Mrs. E O!l plane) - Andrews 
.Secretary Shultz 
President, Shultz 

./ 
FRIDAY, MARCH 23, 1973 
11 :45 President 

1:00 Depart west basement 
1:30 Depart Andrews,. Jetstar 4200 

3:00 
5:30 
7:00" 
Stay 

(Mr. and Mrs. E, Hulli~, Zieglers, Gladden) 
Arrive Offutt AFB, Oma...tia {engine trouble) 
Depart Offutt 
Ar::-ive San Francisco 
Clift Hotel 

MONDAY, 1-/L.'-\.RCH 26, 1973 

9:00 

1 :50 
2:20 

Depart San F:-a.ncisco 
(EhrlicS"T!..ar-S (3), Hulli.ns, Gladdt!!l} 
Arrive Kans-'!s City {?o.!:"aes) 
D~part Ka;:is~.s City 

· _i.\.rrive Dl . ..".l.!.-~s, P2~ge .1~:r\~,.;~y-s 

'-7 
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69. 2 H.R. HALDEMAN CALENDARl MARCH 22~ 1973 
r 

f/7ednesday) JJ!larch 21 
~ ,I : t1:1 ·ij~ 

1973 AP21l 19ll 
s ... rwr,s 
1234507 
8 9 10 II 12 I ] 1.l 
u 10 ,, 13 19 20 21 
22 il 2 .. 2) 20 27 U 
29 )0 

8:00 
......... Ii/ / ' , ........ . 

.,./ i --------:-_,_,_____-----+t--
· lj 

I0:00 

lll:15 -· j J ' 
l!l3ll 

I • I ,,. I ' t)l{''l'{/ ~ · I 

s:oo-· Y) v t 1 .... . ., ,,; . . 
SJS 

7:00 
m 
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So, basically, he thought that was where one drew the line, and he 
wanted Dean to focus very hard on that. I don't think, on the 27th, 
that the President was ad vised of any implication in this matter of 
either Mr. Haldeman or me, and in point of fad; he continued.to be 
confident through the 30th, I know, and as matter of faot, on through 
April 16, because he had a report from Mr. Petersen, the A.ssista.nt 
Attorney General, and the Attorney General to the e:ff oot that neither 
Mr. Haldeman nor I were criminally involved in this ma.tter in any 
respect. So, and that was on the occasion of their meeting on that Sun
day which would have been the 15th, wouldn't it l 

So, I don't th.ink, particularly lfebrua.ry 27, but continuing down 
through the next 3 weeks, that he had any real coucem a.bout that. 

Sena.tor Gmt.~Y •. Well, you mentioned meetings with Dean so I 
. guess it is a good time·to go to those. 

Let's go to this meeting between you and Mr. Haldeman and Mr. 
. Dean. following the March 21 meeting of Dean with the President. 

That is when the roof sort of started to cave in, a.nd I am curious to 
know what transpired in that meeting between the three of you after 
the meeting between Dean and the President, when presumably accord
ing to Dea.n's testimony, substantiated by Moore in what Dean told 
Moore, Dean told the President everything he knew a.bout W aterga.te. 
Then there was a meeting, as I understand it, between the three of you. 

Mr. EHRLICHMAN. There was a meeting at a :45 p.m. on the 21st. 
Senator GURNEY. Yes. · -
.Mr. EHIU¥HHAN. And then that meeting moved to the President's 

office after about an hour. 
Senator GURNEY. ;Now, could you describe to us what happened in 

your office-it was in your office, wasn't it, the firstmeeting1 
Mr. EHRLICH.MA..~.•.£ am not sure. I don't recall offhand. 
Senator GURNEY. I have in the log here a :45 to 6 p.m., Dean, Halde

man, that is the only thing it says. lt doesn't say w here 1 although there 
- is another note that day of a meeting. It says Haldeman's oflice, so I 

would assume perhaps this 3 :45 p.m. meeting was in your office. · 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. I don't know. My notes don't show. 
Sena.tor GURNEY. It is a minor point. 
Mr. EHRLICH.MAN. In any event it was either in Mr. Haldeman's 

office or mine. I am sure. 
The conversation--
Senator Gmu~EY. ·Who called the meeting1 Do you remembed 
Mr. EHRLICH.MAN, No, sir, I do not. I do not. The oonversation, as I 

recall it, largely involved the question of testimonial availability of 
White House staff people. It was this continuing question that was 
ongoing. Mr. Dean did not report in my hearing what he had told the 
President that day. 

Senator GURNEY. He never mentioned anything a.bout his meeting 
with the President t 

·Mr. EHRLICHMAN. No, sir, not that I can recall at all. '\'Ve were 
largely, at both that meeting and continuing in the meeting which took 

· place in the President's office afterward, we were taken up with the 
question of how to get the story out, No. 1, how to get ·white House 
people to testify fully, under what circumstances, whether they should 
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be made fully available to this committee, waiving all privilege or 
whether they should be made available fully to the grand jury and not 
to this committee a:t all, whether the attorney-client privileg-e still . 
existed as to Dean, and he talked t-0 us quite a bit about the law of 
attc~rney-client privilege as I recall on that occasion, and so it was that 
setting. ,. 

Now, Mr. Dean and 'l got into a difference of opinion at that time 
about the question of immunity, and how that should be handled. 
As I recall; right around this time, I think-- · · 

Senator GURNEY. Now what do you mean about immunity1 
)fr. EHRLICHMAN. Well, his theory was that the President should 

negotiate blanket immunity for the White House staff with the Attor
ney General so that the entire White House staff, lock, stock, and 
barrel, could testify freely before the gra.nd jury as to any and all 
facts and clear the air and everybody would be immune from prose
cution. That just didn~ make any sense to me from either a practical 
standpoint or a ·public appearance stand,point, and we got into a 
difference of opinion on that. That was again--pardon tne, Senator. 

Senat-0r GURNEY. Well now, why did he say that~ 
Mr. EHRLICHl\-IAN. Well, he was looking for formula, be had come 

up with 11 concept that there ought t-0 be some kind of a commission, 
an independent commission that would be set up. 

Senator GUR~"EY. But wl~en somebody talks about immunity, obvi
ously they ·are afraid of ending up in the pokey. Did he say, "Now 
we are ,all going to jail so he had better get some immunity here." 

::\Ir. EHRLICHMAN. No, he said he was concerned that people would 
not talk freely. Now, Mr. Dean is an immunity expert. Mr. Dean told 
us early in the game that he was the author of the statute which the 
Congress e,,entually adopted granting immunity to -people in certain 
criminal situations so that they would testify ag-ainst higher -ups or 
coconspirators or ·whatnot. and-so he gave us quite an accounting of 
the cliff erence between use immunity and transactional immunity and 
the various technicalities of this and he explained that immunity was 
sort of the lubricant that was needed in this thing to get people to 
come forward and to fullv tell their stories. 

Senator GURNEY. 'If everybody is innocent of everything and stop 
with Liddy, why would people worry about immunity? 

'Mr. EHRLICH~IAN. Well, I don't think at that stage that there was 
any necessary assumption on our part that everybody was innocent 
of everything. I think this was implicit in the conversation that there 
were liabilities. We were thinking in terms of )fr. :Magruder, we were 
thinking in terms of people at the committee, but )fr. Dean was also 
implying to us that. people in the White House would not come for
ward and t~stify freely without immunity. 

This was a line that picked up, I guess. about this time and then 
was repla:Yed over and over in his conversations with )fr. Haldema.n. 

Senator GunNEY. Did he mention t-0 you in t.his discussion who 
would need immnnitv in the ~7hite Ho11se? 

1Ir. E1mLrc1nr..\N. :No; he did not. 
Senator Gt::nNEY. X o names were mentioned at all~ 
·)fr. EnnurinuN. Ko, sir; not that I can recall. 

(1139) 
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Senator GURNEY. Who did you think might> because you had some · 
discussion on this 1 
· Mr. EHRLICHXAN.l don't think that I thought who might at that 

point . Bear in mind I had been totally out of touch with this situation 
for some period of time. My reaction to his proposal was to simply 
sa.y to him that that was out of the question, that we simply could not 
expect anybody to grant immunity either on a blanket basis or on an 
individual basis to anybody in the "\Yhite House. I said that rather 
early in the conversation and that may have inhibited any specifics 
that Mr. ·Dean otherwise might have been willing to ·come forward 
with. ' 

Senator GURNEY. What was Mr. Haldeman's reaction? 
Mr. EHRLICHHA...""f. He didn't express a reaction that I can recall to · 

that , He was concerned, as I recall, with the general subject of execu
tive privilege because he had been hearing from Mr. Mitchell strongly 
about executive privile~ and he oonveyed to us Mr. Mitchell's strong · 

L 
feeling~. hat the exec. ut1ve privilege position .that the administration 
was taking was untenable. - . .. · 

Sena.tor GURNEY. And he didn' ·t say anythin,g about this conversa
tion he had had, this long conversation earlier in the day with the 
President of the United States 1 · 

Mr. EHRLicHMAN. No, sir; he did not. ·· · . 
· ,Senator GURNEY. Did you know at that time about who may have 

been knowleageable about the break-in. You know at some point in 
time he told you that some people knew about it i 

Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Oh, no. · 
Senator GURNEY. This was latert 

· Mr. EHRLICHMAN'. That developed as a result of phone · calls that 
Bob Haldeman was getting while we were in San Clemente following-
we left, I left--,.. . . . 

Senator GURNEY. I don't want to get bogged down on that. · . 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Yes, I left about 5 or 6 days later for California. 

While we were out there, we began realizing there was a. strong con
flict between Dean and Mitchell on this whole question of ·people going · 
to the grand jury or the oommittee and so on, and could not get a feel . 
of it because I didn't know what .was behind it and I began trying to 
find out what was behind it, and then I talked to Mr; O'Brien and that 
is the first that I knew about these four meetings back in November . 
and December, January, and February where these plans were laid. 
Then I began inquiring through Mr. Moore and others as to what 
Mr. Mitchell might have testified to that was worrying him, and why 
he didn't think Dean ought to go near the U.S. attorney or the grand 
jury and what his concerns were. 

Senator GURNEY. Is it fair to sa.y that up to this March 21 date · 
you had no knowledge of what Dean's -activities were in connection 
with W,atergate, and now I am talking about po~ible illegal activi
ties, other than the Kalmbach business, and this talk you had on 
Executive clemency? Is that a fair thing to say1 

Mr. EHRLICHMAN. I did not know what he had to do with the 
Kalmbach business except in the 'f ecruiting of Mr. Kalmbach . . 

Senator GURNEY. WelJ, I am only talking about what has trans
pired here this week. 
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Almost surely if ,John Mitchell is indicted, Kleindienst will resign,'1 
and he said, "I think Joe Snead ought to be Acting Attorney General." 

·Then he said, "The U.S. attorney has assured me that I am not a 
target, and neither is any other White House person." 

Senator GURNEY. Were these notes made at the time of the meetingt 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Yes, sir, as we talked. 
Senator GURNEY. Did he tell you about all his involvement with 

Kalmhachr raising of money, and these methods of paying it that 
U1asewicztold us about? · 

Mr. EHRLICHMAN: No, sir. That I hadn't heard until this testimony 
here. 

Sens.tor Gmtl'<"'EY. Or the contacts he was ha.ving with La:Rue at this 
particular time~ -

Jk EHRLICHMAN. No. You will recall he testified ,about fi~ dif- 
ferent •ways, about looks o-f anguish, disbelief, scorn 1, whatnot, on my 
face atthe time he said ·I was indictable. In point of fact at t-he time 
he said I was not indictable but that the Kalmbach thing might be 
a problem for me as being misunderstood, I said, "1Vell, I just don't 
see how it could, John," and then we discussed just that, the assump
tions which I had made that there was nothing improper about it, 
and so on. r Senator GURNEY. At one of these meetings, and Ican't remember 
which one, it was now because there were several in this time frame, 
but Dean testified, as I recall, that there was a discussion between 
you and him, and I think Haldeman, on the fact that the best ·way 
to settle Watergate would have Mitchell come forward, I guess that- · 
March 21 counsel tells me. Do you recall anything on that, whether 
there was a discussion or agreement between you, that that was the 
best thing to do 1 

Mr. EHRLICHMAN; There never was · such an agreement. · 
Senator GUR?-.'EY. Was there a discussion 1 
Mr. EHRL1CHMAN. Yes. During that meeting and during subsequent 

meetings between l\f r. Haldeman and me and meetin,,,,c,g between Halde
man, Dean and me on the two occasions, I think we had them subse
quent to that, there was a lot of speculation about John Mitchell and 
his place in all of' this, and of course he was not saying anything to 
anybody at that -point in time, and none of us really had a feel for 
this. I can recall at one of these meetings Bob Haldeman saying, 
"I wonder if we are taking all this anguish just to protect John 
:Mitchell." It was a qrn\Stion, it was not an assertion, but I think we 

L all shared at various times that question in our minds as to whether 
the beating everybody was taking on the subject of Wat-ergate was 
because he was not coming forward. Now that was one of the reasons 
that the President asked me to meet with Mr. l\fitehell on the after-
noon of Saturday, April 14, to say to him for the President that if 
Mr. Mitchell thought his silence was somehow seni.ng the Presidency 
that was a misapprehension, that the President didn 't want him to sit 
silent if he knew something unless l\Ir. Mitchell felt from his own 
personal point that was an exercise of his own rights. in which case 
that was up to him. And I delivered that message to him at that time 
~ut that was a continuing question all the way through this period of 
time. 
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WATERGATE GRAND JURY, 17 
-17 

1 j meeting with Mr. H.:ilci=::m and Hr. Ehrlich::i~n, did y:n: n'Jt'! 

2 A Yes, I did. 

3 Q During the course of that meeting, was there ~oy 

4 :!:iacussion about what your preference might be as to Nr. 

s Hitchell's future actions? 

6 A Yes, there was. · The nature of that convers~tion 

1 I vas tqat it was felt that Mr. ?atchell should be the one to 

8 step fo'l:'c:ar<i and stand responsible for the entire W.:.tergate 

9l matter and that·, if he did, the problems that had occurred 

10 after June 17th would dissipate themselves and there would 

11 be a satisfaction with somebody that was standing accou.~table 

12 for the matter. 

13 In other words, a big enough fish would have been 

14 caught that the problem would have beeil resolved. 

JS Q In other words, that would have taken public opinio 

16 away trom what night have occurred after the break-in, in 

17 ccr.nection with the so-called cover-up? 

18 

19 

A 

Q 

That ia correct. 

Naw, on the 22nd of March, in the morning. did you 

20 attend a meeting with Mr. Haldeman, Mr. Ehrlichman and Mr. 

21 Mitchell? 

22 

23 

25 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Yes, I did attend such a meeting. 

Where did that take place? 

In Mr. Haldeman' s office. 
\ 

Do you recall any reference being made to Hr. Hu~t's 

DV 
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the President suggested that we have a meeting with )litchell, Halde
man, and Ehrlichman to discuss how to deal with this situation. 1Vhat 
emerged from that discussion after Haldeman came into the u:ffice was 
that John :.Mitchell should account £or himself fo1· the pre-June 17 
activities and the President did not seem concerned a.bout the activities 
w hieh had occurred after June117. 

After I departed theC:President's office I aubsequently went to a meet
ing with Haldeman and Ehrlichman to discuss the ma.tter :further. The 
sum. and su'Qstance of that discussion was that the way to handle this 
now was £or Mitchell to step forward and i:f )fitchell wcr(>c to step 
forward we might not be confronted with the activities 'lf those in
volved in the White House in the coverup. 

Accordingly, Halden1an, as I recall, called MitcheU and asked him 
to come down the next day £or a meeting with the President on the 

· Watergate matter. 

n In the late afternoon ·of :March 21, Haldeman and Ehrlichman 
nd I had a second me,eting with the President. Before entering this 

meeting I had a brief discussion in the President's outer office of the 
Executive Office. Building suite with Haldeman in which •I told him 

. that we had two options: 
One is that this thin~r goes all the way and deals with both the pre

activities and the postactivities, or the second alternative; if the
coverup was to proceed we would have to draw the wagons in a circle 
around the White House and that the White House protect itself. 
I told Haldeman that it had been the White House's assistance to the 
reelection committee that had gotten us into much of this problem and 
now the only hope would be to protect ourselvi~s from further 
involvement. 

The meeting with the President that afternoon with Haldeman, 
Ehrlichman, and mysE,lf was a tremendous disappointment to me 
because it was quite clear that the coverup as far as the "\"\'bite House 

., was concerned was going to continue. I recall that while Haldeman, 
Ehrlichman, and I were sittin_g at a small table in front of the Presi
dent in his Executive Office Building office that I for the first time 
said in front of the President that Ithouaht that Haldeman. Ehrlich
man. and Dean were all indictable for obstruction of justice and that 
was the reason I disagreed with all that was being discussed at t.hat 
point in time. 

I could tell that 'both Haldeman, and particularly Ehrlichman. were 
very 1mhappy with my comments. I had let them very clearly 1.110w 
that I ·was not going- to participate in the matter any :further and that 

~. 

I thong-ht it was time that ewry.body start thinking about telling 
the truth. 

I ag-ain repeated to them I did not think it was possible to per
pf>tnate the coverup and the important thing now was to get the 
President out in front. 

MEETDTG OF ;:\L\RC'H 2-2 

The arrangements had been made to ha,·e a meeting- after lunch 
v.·ith the President with Ehrlichman. Haldeman. }fitchell. and mnelf. 
;\[r . .:\titchell came to ,Vashington · that morning- for n meetii~g-in 
Ha Idema n's office in which E.hrlichmnn, ':\Iitchell. lfoldem,m., and 
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Senator ))foNTOYA. Who devised the shelter of executive privilege 
as part of the coverup? 

Mr. Dux. ,Yell, the--I wouldn't say there was a conscious decision 
at any point in time to use executive privilege as a part of the coverup. 
It was always in existence with regard to Wbite House staff because 
no one, the President's policy was he didn't want the staff coming up. 
It began to take a very severe focus during the-first of all, during the 
Patman hearings that if push had gotten to shove in those hearings 
that privilege would have been declared on Timmons and myself. 

Senato1 l\foNTOYA. You mean to tell me that you and Mr. Haldeman 
and .Mr. Ehrlichman didn't discuss the use of executive privilege? 

Mr. DE.AN. Yes, sir; I was getting to that. , 
Senator MoNTOYA._As a coverup ~ 
Mr. DEAN. That was the first time it had occurred when there was 

some discussion of it that was with regard to the Patman hearings in 
late September or early October. That was the only congressional 
problem that arose. It was during the Gray hearings when my name 
moved to the information front that we began discussing- using- or 
litigating with Dean the issue of executive priv,ilege, possibly being 
the strongest, and these were the discussions I had with the President 
whereas if we were litigating the matter with Mr. Dean there would 
be no other witnesses from the White House who would have to appear 
because he would have the perfect reason that this matter., is under 
litigation. . . 

Senator ERVIN': We will take a 5 minute recess to vote. 
[Recess.] 
Senator RRvrN. The committee will resume. 
Senator MONTOYA. Mr. Dean, I only have three or four questions to 

ask of you. I want to clear this matter up with respect to l\Ir. l\fitchell. 
On pages 225 and 226 of your statement, you mention that there was 
a move afoot at the White House to try to get :Mr. Mitchell to accept 
the blame for the entire affair. Now, can you tell me who the prime 
mover of this attempt was at the White House~ 

Mr. DEA:N. It is very difficult for me to say who the prime mover 
was. At· the time thois first was discussed, it was after I had reported 
to the President on the 21st what I thought were the implications of 
this entire matter and subsequently, I had a meeting with Haldeman 
and Ehrlichman and then another meeting with the President. It was 
early discussion-I recall one particular incident that occurred out
side of the President's Office before he went into a meet-ing in which l 
said that there are two options. One is everything pre and post is going . 
to have to be laid out or, second, the "White House is goin~ to have 
to surround itself with wagons and start protecting itself. It was in 
subsequent discussions with the President when it was evolving that 
I was arguing that both pre and post had to be disclosed. but there 
was ernldng the thought at that point in time that if we merely- deal 
with the pre situation, that the post might go away. I did not believe 
thnt and ;t was l'('allY wh('n the Presidential part, came back from 
California that early.cloiscussions of this concept had.ernlnd into a firm 
policy. · 

So I also mentioned that there tras a meetin,ri-on the 22d where 
)Ir. Mitchell came down. I assumed at that tiin~ that )fr. Ehrlichman 
and )fr. Haldeman were going to do something to try to bring )Ir. 
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Senator BAKER. ·would you supply us ·with copies or the original so 
that we could have copies? 

Mr. HALDEMAN". I believe-- · 
Senator BAKER. I understand-has a copy been supplied to the com

mittee 1 
· Mr. DASH. It is being reproduced now. 

Senator BAKER. Thank vou very much. 
Senator ERVIN. You may proceed with your original statement. 
Mr. HALDEMAN. Thank you,·sir. 
Mr. Dean, Mr. Ehrlichrnan, and I met with the President later that 

afternoon of the 21st. That meeting dealt with the questions of the 
grand jury, the- Senate committee, and executivE, privilege in connec
tion with gathering the facts and getting them out. I think there was 
some discussion of Ehrlichman's theory that ev•~rybody should go to 
the grand jury; and Dean's reaction that that would be fine as long 
as we had immunity. Mr. Ehrlichman, as I recall, very strongly shot 
down that thought from Dean saying it did not make any sense at all. 
Dean has testified that he argued that the way to get the truth out 
would be to send everybody to the grand jury with immunity. That, in 
itself, is rather indicative of the different attitudes. Mr. Ehrlichman 
was arguing for going to the grand jury without immunity in order 
to get the truth out. Mr. Dean was arguing for going to the grand 
jury with immunity to get the truth out. 

,--

I recall an incident after that afternoon meeting that Mr. Dean also 
recalls, but he says it took place before and he sees it a little bit dif
ferently. I remember that Dean and Ehrlichman. and I were standing 
on the top of the steps of the EOB, the Executive Office Building, out
side the President's office. Dean said, sort of tholllghtfully, that maybe 
the solution to this whole thing was to draw the wagons around the 
White House and let all the chips fall where they may, because that 
would not hurt anyone in the White House, nobody here had a prolr 
lem-but his question was: What would that do in the way of creating 

L problems for Mitchell and Magruder? The significance of that com
ment was that it still seemed to be clear in Dean's mind that the prob
lem did not lie in the White House. 

The next step was the meeting of Mitchell, Ehrlichman, Dean, and 
myself the next day with the President. 

The four of us met first in the morning in my office and had some 
discussion of Dean's report to the President, although not in any de

·-tail. Most of the discussion was regarding approaches t-0 dealing with 
the situation ratheir than a review of the facts o1E the situation. 

Mitchell turned the discussion to the problem of executive privilege, 
and he argued very strongly that the position the President had taken 
and was maintaining regarding executive privilegs appeared t-0 the 
public to be a covemp on the part of the President and that it was 
bad politics, bad public relations, and a bad idea. Dean at that meeting 
agaiJ?-a1:gued his idea of everybody going to the grand jury with im
munity m order to get the facts out. 

Thn.t was the day the news report was received regarding Pat Gray 
accusing Dean of having been a liar in some report he had given to the 
FBI. That interrupted the meeting and there was some discussion 
about it. 
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President met with Haldeman , Ehrlichman and Dean. The following is an 
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Possibility of testimony before 
a new Grand Jury or before an 
independent panel established 
to investigate facts 

Possibility of pardon or 
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could be shown to have relied •••••• 12-19, 23, 30-32 

Ellsberg search and seizure may 
be sufficient for mistrial 

Possibility of Magruder, Chapin, 

• • • • 20 

Dean and Haldeman going to jail ••••• 25-28 

Possibility of Mitchell stepping 
forward and making some kind of 
disclosure . , . . 35 
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President, H.R. Haldeman, John Ehrlichman 
and John Dean, March 21, 1973, 5:20 - 6:01 
p.m., and House Judiciary Commit_tee tran-
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script thereof ..........•. , .. , , .• , .........•...•....• 1148 

(1147) 



70.1 TRANSCRIPT OF MARCH 21, 1973 MEETING FROM 5:20 - 6:01 P.M., 1-38 

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE IMPEACHMENT INQUIRY STAFF 

FOR THE 

HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

OF A RECORDING OF A MEETING AMONG 
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TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE IMPEACHMENT INQUIRY 

PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

STAFF FOR THE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE OF A 
RECORDING OE' A MEETING AMONG THE PRESIDENT, 
JOHN DEAN, J"OHN EHRLICHMAN AND H. R. HALDEMAN 
ON MARCH 21, 1973, FROM 5:20 TO 6:01 P.M. 

[Unintelligible] to this morning. 

Well, you go round and round and you come up with all 

questions and no answers. Backed up where you were at 

when you started. 

That's where we were this morning. Well, uh, anything 

additional to rush here? 

Well, I, I just don't think that the immunity thing 

will wash. 

PRESIDENT: And the Grand Jury. 

EHRLICHMAN: It may, if you come to --

HALDEMAN: Well, the immunity [ unintelligible] problems. 

EHRLICHMAN: Well under this procedure of John's, uh, John's grand 

35-905 (Pt. 2) 0 - 74 - 30 

jury package was, uh, was, uh, uh, to give immunity, you 

know, to various witnesses who go before the Grand Jury. 

I, I think we have to figure that that is out of the 

picture. I just don't think that it,, that it can be 

carried off .. 

(1149) 



70.1 TRANSCRIPT OF MARCH 21, 1973 MEETING FROM 5:20 - 6:01 P.M., 1-38 

HALDEMAN: Well, either the Grand Jury or you can try by setting up 

a special panel, 'cause you 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

The special panel could investigate and report back on 

the whole thing. Have them [unintelligible] immunize 

witnesses so that all the information can be obtained, 

and, uh --

Maybe the appointment of a Presidential panel? 

I would think it would be too -- well that would take 

special legislation to get immunity powers, whereas 

Yeah. 

the Department of Justice right now possesses the, the 

ability to grant immunity. 

Well, let's take the Grand Jury without immunity, what 

about that? 

Well --

That was your idea of getting out of it. 

Yeah. Well, I think that, uh, uh, is still a possibility. 

It leads to some very drastic results. Counsel over here 

reads the statutes, and, uh, there are awful opportunities 

for indictment, and, uh -- So, uh, 

-2-
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DEAN: Yeah. 

EHRLICHMAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

you end up with people in and out of the White House 

indicted for various, for various offenses. [Unin-

telligible ] overlaid. 

(Unintelligible] still plenty of these guys [unintelligible] 

That's right. Now the other, now the other route --

That is, if we're not, not mentioning that, uh --

I wouldn't, uh, I wouldn't spend too much time with 

that. I, I give up there. Uh, the other route would 

be two papers, or possibly three, and these papers would 

say, "Mr. President, you asked me about this thing. 

Here's my, here's my review of the facts;" And, uh, 

I think we disagree as to whether or not that's a 

viable option or not. I, I think you could get out 

a fairly credible document that .would stand up, and 

that will have the effect of trimming the scope, and 

would have the effect of maybe becoming the battle

ground on a reduced scope, which I think is important. 

But, uh, the big danger in the Ervin hearings, as I 

see it, is that they will, they will run out, uh, leads 

into areas that, that it would be better not to have to 

get into. But, uh, if, uh, Baker, you know, under his 

direction -- Uh, and if you could put out a basic 

-3-
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document that would, uh, define a limited set of issues, 

uh, even if you, you don't try to concentrate on target, 

you just might have something, some -- but obviously, 

you haven't any way of imposing a lot of s--

PRESIDENT: But, does, uh, does anybody, uh, really think, really 

think that really we should do nothing? That's the 

other, I mean, that's, that's the option, period. 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

If, uh keep fighting it out on this ground if it 

takes all summer. 

Which it will. 

That's the other thing , whether we're going to , say , to 

contain the thing. 

Well, we've talked about that. We talked about, uh, 

possible opportunities in the Senate, that, that may turn 

up that we don't foresee now. In other words, that you 

go in and start playing for the odds, Keep trying to 

put out fires here and there. The problem of the Hunt 

thing and, and,uh, possibly McCord and some of these 

other people breaking is there's no, uh, there is, 

there's no, uh, sign off on that ever. It just goes 

on and on and on. 

-4-
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PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

That's right. Well if that's the case then, uh, what 

is .. your view as to what we should do now about Hunt, 

and so forth? 

Well, my, my view is that, that, uh, Hunt's interests 

lie in getting a pardon if he can. That ought to be, 

somehow or another, one of the opt i ons that he is most 

particularly concerned about. Uh, his, his indirect 

contacts with John don't contemplate t hat at all. Well, 

maybe they, maybe they contemplate it 1, but they say 

there's going [unintelligible] 

I know. 

That's right. 

They think that that's already understood. 

Yeah. 

Uh --

I mean he's got to get that by Christmas time. 

That's right. But, uh --

And if he doesn't, obviously, uh, he's got to figure it 

gets crosswise. 

If that blows. 

If that blows and, and that's, it seems to me, that the, 

uh -- although at lea-- It obviously i s understood, that 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

he has really gone over the ground with his attorney 

that's in there. 

However, can he, by talking, uh, get pardoned? Get, 

get clemency from the court? 

That's one of the options he's obviously looking at now. 

He comes in and tells this judge before sentencing, "Your 

Honor" -- and the judge is likely to call him in before 

sentencing -- and says, "Your Honor, I am willing to tell 

all. Uh, I don't want to go to jail. I have pleaded 

guilty to an offense. I'll take that plea. I don't 

want to go to jail. I'll cooperate with you and the 

government in any way possible. I'll tell you every

thing I know." I think the judge probably, uh, uh, would 

look upon that very favorably, it would pay somebody to 

tell him. 

Yeah. 

So then, now -- so the point we have to, the bridge you 

have to cut, uh, cross there is, uh, which you've got 

to cross, I understand, quite soon, is whether, uh, we, 

uh, what you do about, uh, his present demand. Now, what"~ 

what, uh, what [unintelligible] about that? 

Well, apparently Mitchell and, and, uh, uh, 
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UNIDENTIFIED: LaRue. 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

LaRue are now aware of it, so they know what he is 

feeling. 

True. [Unintelligible] do something. 

I, I have, ·I have not talked with either. I think 

they are in a position to do something, though. 

It's a long road, isn't it? I mean, the way you look 

back on that, as John has pointed out here is that that's 

a, that's a, that's a long road. 

It sure is. 

For all of us, for all of us. I mean, what the hell 

you going to do? That's why you're, that's why you, 

you're sort of wrestling with the idea of moving in 

another direction. 

That's right. Uh, 'cause it's not only that group, but 

within this circle of people who have tidbits of knowledge, 

there are a lot of weak individuals and any one of those 

cause it to blow: the secretary to Gordon Liddy, uh, 

Sloan. 

the secretary to, uh, to Jeb Magruder. 
/ 

·..-J= 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

Sloan. 

Chuck Colson's secretary, [unintelligible] before the 

Senate Committee. And it's not, it's not only one 

forum. There's the civil suit filed by O'Brien which, 

uh, for some reason we can't get settled. They are 

holding on to it. They are going to have rather intense 

civil discovery. They may well work hand in glove with 

that Senate Committee. They're going to go out and take 

depositions and start leaking things and there'll be in

consistencies. Leak what's in the transcript of one and 

see who breaks out in the other. There are all kinds of 

things they've got going right now that, uh, would mean, 

_ uh, [unintelligible] hold this thing together. And the 

other thing I must say I've noticed is there is a, 

there's an attitude that has grown amongst all the 

people that have been involved in this thing to protect 

their own behinds. And they're going to start going and 

hiring counsel. 

Yeah. They've started to do that. 

Oh yeah. Uh, Dwight, for example, now wants a lawyer; 

uh, uh, Kalmbach has hired himself a lawyer; Colson has 

retained a lawyer; and now that we've [unintelligible] 

enough to know that self-protec .tion is setting in. 

-8-
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PRESIDENT: Well, let's not trust them. 

DEAN: Surely. 

PRESIDENT: Maybe we face the situation, but we can't do a 

damned thing about the participants who are going 

to get it eventually, [unintelligible] why not now? 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

Well, that --

That's, that's what you're sort of resigned to do. 

Well, my thought: is that if it's going to come it should 

come in a way that would not harm you and., uh, the indi

viduals bear a part of it. 

Well, we don't want to harm the people either. That's 

my concern. Well -- survives them. Well, we can't, 

we can't harm the, uh, these young people I mean I'm 

damned concerned about all these people that were all 

working in 

For my part --

whatever they considered to be the best interests of the 

country, and so forth. I've never, I haven't any 

question as to --

That's.right, we don't have any question here of some guy 
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[Several 
Voices.J 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

stashing money is his pocket. 

[Unintelligible] 

[Unintelligible] it isn't something, it isn't it isn't 

something like Hiss, for example, God damned treason. 

Something [unintelligible] 

Or like Sherman Adams, doing it for his own comfort, 

or uh, Albert Fall, doing it for his own enrichment. 

Yeah. That's right. That's the point. That's why I say 

I'm, I'm going to take a lot of the heat. [Coughs] Well, 

we have to realize that, uh, the attrition is going to be 

rather considerable. That, that's your point, isn't it? 

I think it, it's hard to prevent. Now, that's why 

I raise the point of, of this il1Dllunity concept again. 

That would take a lot of heat. Obviously, the inununity 

might -- But it also [unintelligible] you find cannot be 

structured, that you're con--, you're concerned about, 

there's something lurking here that has been brought to your 

attention of recent. Uh, now is the time to get the facts. 

People have been protecting themselves. Dean couldn't get 

all the information. People wouldn't give it to him. Uh, 

there are indications now that there are other things, and 

you'd like to get all this information and lay it before the 

-10-

(1158) 



70.1 TRANSCRIPT OF MARCH 21, 1973 MEETING FROM 5:20 - 6:01 P.M., 1-38 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

DEAN: 

public, but it's not going to come out if people are going 

to go take the Fifth Amendment before a grand jury. It'll 

never be proved. I ·--

And it isn't going to come out of a committee. 

It's not going to come out of a committee, either. Uh, 

for those reasons 

Not in a fair way,, that's the point. 

True. That's right. Now -- Or it may never come out. 

They may -- They will probably never get it out either, 

regardless of how clever they are. But now's the time to 

pull it up, all out [unintelligible] 

Plus, they're not going to have the key witnesses. 

That's right. 

UNIDENTIFIED: That's right. 

DEAN: So therefore, you select a panel of, say the Deputy Attor

ney General, the head of the Criminal Division, the head 

of the Civil Division, something like that. You call over 

everybody in the White House, and tell them that we want, 

"I have been instirncted by the President, we-' re to put 

together exactly what happened. You won't be prosecuted 

for it because, uh, that's not the point now. The point 

is to get out all this information." And then you will 
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make a decision, based on what you learn, whether people 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

can remain in the government or not. And if it's bad, uh, 

they'll be removed, they'll be forced to resign. If it's 

something that, uh, is palatable, they'll go on with 

their job. 

The hue and cry would be that "This is, this is a super 

cover-up. Before they were just trying to cover up the 

the information. Now they realize they've got guilty 

people, so they, they've immunized them so that they can't 

be prosecuted." 

I'm not just sure how many people would come out guilty. 

Yeah, well [unintelligible], The perception is the 

important thing. 

Yeah, but the point is, were we talking --

All right, is that, is that better? Or is it better to 

have, you know, just, just keep going and have the thing 

build up and all of a sudden collapse? And, and people 

get indicted, and people, uh, get tarnished. 

After we've stonewalled it? 

After we've stonewalled it, and after the President's 

been accused of covering up that way. 
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PRESIDENT: That's the point. 

EHRLICHMAN: Or is there another way? 

PRESIDENT: Yeah, like -- ? 

EHRLICHMAN: Like the, the Dean statements, where the President then 

makes a full disclosure of everything which he then has. 

And is in a position if it does collapse at a later time 

PRESIDENT: 

to say, "Jesus, I had the FBI, and the Grand Jury, and I had 

my own counsel. I turned over every rock I could find. And 

I rested my confidence in these people in good faith and 

it1s obvious now -- " 

The middle ground -taken would be -- I mean, I've been around, 

we've been around on that one quite a bit, the middle ground 

would be that, uh, I mean, uh, naturally you, you having 

to live through it, have to be a bit sensitive about the 

way we're going to, we're --- but I --- That doesn't concern 

me. I mean it doesn't concern me, and I don't -- I think 

as far as the public is concerned, it won't do much. Uh, 

if you as the White House Counsel, John, uh, on direction 

uh, I ask for a, a written report, which I think, uh, 

that -- which is very general, understand. Understand, 

[laughs] I don't want to get all that God damned specific. 

I'm thinking now in far more general terms, having in mind 

the fact that the problem with a specific report is that, 
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DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

DEAN: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

uh, this proves this one and that one that one, and you 

just prove something that you didn't do at all. But 

if you make it rather general in terms of my -- your 

investigation indicates that this man did not do it, 

this man did not do it, this man did do that. · You are 

going to have to say that, John, you know, like the, uh, 

Segretti-Chapin --

Um huh. 

That has to be said, And, uh, and, so forth. And that 

under the circumstances, that, uh, grinds the man. 

Could he do this? To give some weight to that, could you 

attach as an appendix a list of the FBI reports to which 

you had access: interview with Kalmbach, interview with 

Segretti, interview with Chapin, and Magruder, and whoever, 

Dean, the whole business. So that the President at some 

later time is in a position to say, "I relied." 

Not on Dean alone but on corroborated evidence [unin

telligible] 

That's right. It also helps with the Gray situation be

cause it shows the use made of the FBI reports by you. 

He's reporting to the President. He can say in there, 

"I have not disclosed the contents of these to anybody 

else." 
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PRESIDENT: "Yes, I was, had access to reports for the purpose of 

carrying out your instructions to find out whether "Be-

cause that is true. I've had -- You ' re the man I have asked 

"Well, now, who the hell has been involved here." You re

ported it before, found that there was no reflection on 

anybody [unintell i gible] at this point. Uh, but, uh 

UNIDENTIFIED: [Unintelligible] 

EHRLICHMAN: 

DEAN: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

I think that the President's in a stronger position later, 

and the Presidency is in a stronger position later if he 

can be shown to have justifiably relied on you at this 

point in time. 

Well, there's the argument now that Dean's credibility is 

in question, uh, as a result of the Gray hearings. Maybe 

I shouldn't do it. Maybe someone who has --

This will rehabilitate you, though. Your credibility --

No, as a matter of fact, John, I don't think your credi

bility is in much j eopardy. Sure, you're under attack, 

but they want you up there to testify. I don't think it's 

the credibility. They want you to testify. I, uh, I would 

not be too sensitive about that. I think that you would, 

you'd make a hell of a good impression, really. 

Beyond that, you can, you can help your, your participation 
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DE.AN: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

in the interviews by saying, uh, that, in addition to 

having seen the, uh, FBI synopses, you were present at 

the time of the interview of a number 

That's right. 

of these witnesses, and 

That's right. 

you yourself conducted interviews of others --

"I conducted interviews of the following people. -r 

didn't, didn't, didn't," uh -u I'm just trying to think 

about it. Huh? 

Turn all that into a puzzle. 

Absolutely. 

Yeah. 

You were doing this in furtherance 

Right. 

of your role --

That's right. And also, that you, that there's been such 

a, a lot of crap put out about, uh, what you have done that, 
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EHRLICHMAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

EHRLICHM.AN: 

PRESIDENT: 

35-905 (P l. 2) 0 - 74 - 31 

uh, without referring to the fact, without being a bit 

defensive about it, uh, that, you know, that you, you in

tended to do the le t ter. The letter -- which would not 

be a letter to Eastland. I think that at this point it 

would be a letter from Dean to me. And you'd say that, 

"Now that the," and you would base it on the fact, 

''Now that the hearings , now that the Watergate is, is 

done, I can now give a report about any progress of--" 

Well, that's what you. should say. In other words, he gives 

the report because you asked him for it, regardless of the 

timeliness. 

Yeah, the only problem with that 

Yeah. 

is that if Hunt and -·- not Hunt but, excuse me, Liddy and 

McCord are still out on appeal, they may not be sentenced 

on Friday --

Yeah. 

-·- they still haven't come out the way --

Yeah. Well, all right. Then I would not get into that. 

I think you could say that, you could say, 

Yeah. 
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EHRLICHMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

uh, "I have a report. I don't mind showing it to Ervin. 

I wouldn't want it published because some fellow's trial 

-- The case is still around." 

Right. Well, let me say, the problem with that is, uh, 

I don't believe that helps on our cause. In light of the 

fact that -- well, uh, let me just -- I am not sure, maybe 

I am wrong -- the fact that the President says, "I've shown 

Ervin the report." We've got to remember that we have, we have 

nobody there. I think something has to [unintelligible] where, 

Fine. [Unintelligible] 

where we can put out something to the public. 

· If you're worried about the timeliness, and trying to 

hang it to the -- on the sentencing, we don't really 

have to do that. We' re going to sa ·y we just ignore the 

trial, 

Yeah. 

and say you have been -- and we've been, the, this -- we 

want it established anyway Dean has given you a report. 

We, we basically said it's an oral report. You can put 

the thing that Dean has kept you posted from time to time 

with . periodic oral reports as, uh, on this thing, as, as it, 

uh, uh, it becomes available 

-18-

(1166) 



70.1 TRANSCR.[PT OF MARCH 21, 1973 MEETING FROM 5:20 - 6:01 P.M., 1-38 

DEAN: Right. 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

[Several 
Voices.] 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

and so forth. You have asked him 

Yeah. 

now, uh, to summarize those, 

Yeah. 

uh, into, uh, 

Yeah. 

an overall summary. 

Overall summary, and I am making the report available 

to the Ervin Committee. Very public. 

[Unintelligible] 

And, and, and I again offer the Ervin Committee, I offer 

the Ervin Committee, uh, I'd say, "Dear Senator Ervin," 

I'd say, "Here, here is the report, it is before your 

hearings. I want you to have it, complete access, and, as 

I have said previously, that any, any questions that are 

not answered here, any member of the White House staff, 

they will be directed to answer any, uh, 

-·· informal ···· 
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PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN : 

PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMA.."{: 

PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

Yeah. 

Good. 

on that basis." Well, we've run that by before, John. 

Well, we've said it's formal and informal 

Yeah. 

in the statement and that's uh, 

Yeah. 

[unintelligible] 

Yeah. 

But let's suppose you did the damn I mean, you did 

it as to the burglary, and you did it as to --

Segretti. 

and you make some passing reference to money, correct? 

And then you send her up there. Uh, then let's suppose 

Hunt blows at some time. Our position on that is that, 

uh, "Hunt was an investigator. He was sent out to 

do an investigation on Ellsberg. Uh, when we discovered 

what he was up to, we stopped him." [Coughs] Now, I 

suppose that lets Ellsberg out, that's an illegal search 
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PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

and search and seizure that may 1'e sufficient at least 

for a mistrial, if not for a 

Isn't it damn near t hrough yet? 

Pardon? 

Isn't that case about finished? 

Oh, it'll go on a while yet. Uh --

Can he get a mistrial after a conviction? 

Yeah, sure. Uh, wel l, let's, let's suppose that 

occurred. Uh, that was a national security situ

ation. Uh, Hunt exercised bad judgment, and I think 

it's arguable that he should never have been permitted 

to go to the Connnittee after that episode, having, 

having, uh, reflected on his judgment that way. But, 

uh, beyond that, the~ question is, did we, did we 

authorize it, did we condone it, 

Yeah. 

did we 

Yeah. 
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support it? And that kind of thing. 

And that's that part of it. Getting back to the, uh, 

getting back to this, John, uh, you still sort of tilt 

to the panel idea yourself? 

Well, I'm still, I see in, in this conversation the 

things that we've, you know, thought of before, 

we've talked about before. But they do not ulti

mately solve what I see as the grave problem of 

a cancer growing around the Presidency, and that 

the cancer is going to continue to grow. This is 

just another thing that gives a problem. It does 

not clean the problem out. 

Well, but doesn't it give, doesn't it permit the 

President to clean it out at such time as it does 

come up? By saying, "Indeed, I relied on it. 

And now this, this later thing turns up, and I 

don't condone that. And if I'd known about that 

before, obviously, I wouldn't have done it. And 

I'm going to move on it now." 

-22-

(1170) 



70.1 TRANSCRIPf OF MARCH ;n, 1973 MEETING FROM 5:20 - 6:01 P.M., 1-38 

PRESIDENT: Your point, John, is the, the -- You really think 

you've got to clean the cancer out now, right? 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

Yes sir. 

And, uh, how would you do that? You come 

back again for another round. You see no 

other, you see no other way that, uh, you, 

you, you -- without the, without setting a, 

without breaking down on executive privilege, of 

course. 

I see that, yeah, yeah,there are a couple of ways 

to do it. 

You certainly don't 'Want to do it at the Senate, 

though, do you? 

No sir. 

All right. 

I think that would be an added trap. 

That's the, that's the worst thing. All right. 
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DEAN: Uh"'"' 

PRESIDENT: We.1'Ve got to do ;l.t. 

DEAN: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

UNIDENTIFIED: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN; 

We. 've got to do it. You have to do it, to get th .e 

cre.dit ;for it, Uh, that, that gets you above it. Uh, 

as I see it, that means people getting hurt, and I 

hope we can find the answer to that problem. 

All right, suppose we did this? Supposing you rendered 

a report to the President on everything you know about 

this. And the President then fires some people, Step 

one. Step two, sends the report over to the Justice 

Department, then says, "I've been diligently at work on 

this. My counsel's been diligently at work. Here are 

his findings.'' 

Where would you stop it? With, uh, Magruder over in 

Commerce? 

Christ, I don't know where it stops. You know, uh --

[Unintelligible] Ziegler? 

Christ, that's 

It's probably going to be with Magruder 

No. 

[unintelligible] send it over to Justice. 
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EHRLICHMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

DEAN: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

Well, if you send the report over, it just says Magruder 

did this and this. 

Well, yeah, but --

Well, that's what he's, that's what he is talking about. 

That's right. 

And then Magruder, though, is a, is a fellow that's a --

a free agent, at this point. 

is a free agent, according to John, who'd say, uh -

he'd pull others down with him. 

Sure. 

Well, now, what you, what you do --

You don't know that he would, but you sure as hell have 

got to assume he would. 

Why, of course. 

I think what you could do is you could drop numbers, 

with names on them, in a hat, you can draw them out to 

see who gets hurt and who doesn't. [Laughs] Well, that's 

about as fair as you could be. 

The minute you --

Strachan. Do the same to him with it. 
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DEAN: Strachan? 

PRESIDENT: Maybe. Not so much. 

UNIDENTIFIED: Maybe Jeb. 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

[Unintelligible) I think he has a problem. 

Uh, the problem of knowledge of it. 

He has a problem of knowledge. Magruder has a problem 

of action. 

Action and perjury. 

Well, Strachan found the money. That's the problem. 

No. 

Not really. 

The thing that we'd like, you know, to happen, if 

possible, to do this, is --Hunt has now sent a black

mail request directly to the White House. 

Who did he send it to? You? 

Yeah. 

Or to ·me? 

To your counsel. 
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PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

Uh huh. 

That's the interesting kind of thing, there's something 

there that maybe we blow it all up that way, and there 

go all the -- and everything starts going in a whole 

new direction. 

That would hurt bu t he's, he ' s commit~ing an offense. 

Right there. That is blackmail. 

Yeah , John, but whE:re does that take you? That takes you 

to your support of other people who are not fully 

aware of the [unintelligible] anyway. 

That's right. 

But we didn't know about that. 

UNINDENTIFIED: That's a fact. We're above that. 

DEAN: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

DEAN: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

But, then, again, you have to get the problem of people, 

what they're , going to say -- [whistles]. 

Well, if you go your route, you can't draw the line 

someplace --

No, no. 

You can't then say, you know, we're going to, we're going 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

UNIDENTIFIED: 

HALDEMAN: 

to reserve that, we've got to let it all --

You see, if you go your route of the ca--,of getting, 

cutting, cutting the cancer out, the question is would 

you cut it out now is, uh, is, is, is, uh ·--- Take a Hunt. 

Well --

You [unintelligible] -- knock the hell out of him, don't 

you? 

That's right. 

Well, if you take your route and it goes slightly 

[unintelligible] you have a certainty, almost, of 

Magruder going to jail, Chapin going to jail, you 

going to jail, 

No. 

probably me going to jail. 

Uh, again, I question the last two. 

Certainly Chapin. Certainly Strachan. No, not really. 

Not necessarily, uh 

Not Chapin. 

Chapin and Strachan are clean. Well, so is Strachan. 
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EHRLICHMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

DEAN: 

I think Strachan is hooked on, on this money. 

What money was that? 

He is an accessory in a, in a undeclared campaign 

fund. 

That's no -- That, that's -- The only guy responsible 

for that is the treasurer. 

I know. 

Sure. 

But not under the law. 

Well that was un-·--, undeclared for awhile, I think it 

was 1 70, '68. 

Yeah. But then it: got back into the coffers and, uh, 

was used in this campaign. 

Let's say, let's say the President sent me to the Grand 

Jury to make a report. Who would be, who would, who 

could I actually do anything to, or cause any problems 

for? As a practical matter, first-hand knowledge, uh, 

almost no one. All I could do is to give them a focus 

plus leads. 
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PRESIDENT: 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 
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Right. Right. 

Then they start following the leads. 

That's right, and where they ultimately come down or 

-- Well, there, there again, is, is, is the -- We don't 

have anybody to talk to somebody who understands the 

process [unintelligible]. I was talking outside with 

Bob about Henry Petersen. Uh, we just have to have 

somebody talk to somebody that, that, can really break 

in and can say, "Henry, what does this mean in the 

criminal justice system? What kind of a case could 

be made on this? Uh, what kind of offenses would 

evolve out of that?" [Unintelligible] cot a pretty 

good idea of most of the statutes that are involved, 

but there, uh,there is so much behind the statutes. 

Do you want to bring him in? Talk to him? Well, if 

you do that, you will suit the Attorney General. 

Well, you're putting in, you're putting in his 

knowledge . --

I see. 

Uh, we'll have to play with that, 
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HALDEMAN: If you do it hypothetically --

DEAN: Right. 

HALDEMAN: You've got, you've got this brother-in-law who has this 

problem in school. [Laughs] 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

Yeah. 

He told this wild scenario that I'd like you ·--

Yeab. 

[Unintelligible J. My friend is writing a play, and 
i 

unl i ss he, uh --

' 
Uh, jbut, it bothers me to do anything further now, in 

I the jsituation, when Hunt's our real hang-up. 
l 

' ! 
Welt, now, do you think a statement prompts him? 

Yes l sir, I do. It doesn't solve it. It's just one more 
I 

' The payment to Hunt does too. 

The payment to Hunt does, yeah. 

Maybe that I s what --· That I s why I say, you know, somebody 

to assess the criminal liability. Maybe we are mis

assessing it. 
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EHRLICHMAN: 

DEAN: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 
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Well, I really don't know, will Petersen--? 

Would you confide in him? 

I think I would. 

How else? You could start down that road. You could 

say, "Henry, I want to, I want to talk to you about, 

uh, questions that arise in the course of my investiga

tion, but I have to swear you to secrecy." If he'll 

take it on that basis, 

There's the answer, of course, "The President has told me 

never to say -- I, uh, I want to know if you can talk to me 

off the record." [Unintelligible] 

You immediately eliminate one of your options. You 

can, well, you can eliminate the option of the President 

being able to take the position he knew nothing about 

it. 

Uh, so you, uh, you see then that, uh, you don't see 

the, uh, you don't see the statement thing, uh, uh, helping 

insofar as the, the -- be of any way the, uh -- help-

ing insofar as -- 'cause if -- you, you must -- you 

think that over some more. 

Yes, sir. The idea is the temporary answer, 
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PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

35- 905 (Pl. 2) 0 - 74 - 32 

I agree with that. But the point is to, uh, but you 

see, herets the, the way I would see the statement 

that we could say we get out: Our~- Everything we 

would intend to say or, or we could get out a general 

statement as I have already indicated, would get out 

a, with regard t o the fact that we spent looking 

into the God damn thing, it's really -- I mean, I've 

said it, we, we just can't, you, you know, withdraw, 

so let's forget a withdrawal at this point. Well, and 

secondly, again, the offer for White House people to 

cooperate so that we're not covering up, okay. And 

that still leaves it, however, in the hands of the 

Committee. I agree. A statement, at least, would, 

it's true, temporary, but it, uh, would indicate 

the President has looked into the matter, has had his 

counsel report to him and this is the result of that, 

uh, now let the Committee do their damnedest. We 

will cooperate. And the Committee will say, "No.'' ·· 

And so we'll just stand right there. 

Well, what will really [sighs], I think what will, will 

prompt a new problem will be Sirica giving a speech 

from the b..1=mch on Friday when he sentences. 

Yeah. 
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DEAN: I think he will charge that he cannot believe the trial 

was conducted by the government presenting a limited 

case. That he is not convinced the case represents 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

. PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

the full situation. 

In other words, uh --

I know if that's the case it'll have a dramatic impact 

on the day of 

Yeah • 

sentencing with Sirica from the bench, 

That I s right. 

because he'll charge that there are higher-ups involved 

in this. He may take some dramatic action like, uh, you 

know, appoint a special prosecutor. Who knows? 

Can he do that? 

Sure. I think he could. 

He could appoint a special prosecutor, for what? 

For --

To reopen the investigation. He is the presiding 

Judge. 
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HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

He could go, he could convene a grand jury. Or he said 

he could. 

Well, the government is going to do that. Uh --

The government's going to do that for what? 

Right after sentencing, the week after sentencing they're 

going to take all the people who've been sentenced back 

before the Grand Jury 

These same ones? 

These same ones. And see if they want, now want to talk. 

Sirica may --put, you know, give them provisional 

sentences. And say if they are helpful to the govern-

ment, back before the Grand Jury, he'll reconsider the 

sentences, [unintelligible] people horrendous sentences. 

Suppose -- Horrendous sentences I think we can anticipate. 

But, but, suppose he does that? Then where, where does 

that leave us then, John? Where does that leave us? 

You just say --

Well, I don't think that's a surprise to the defendants. 

I think their counsel must have prepared them for that. 

,...35 ... 
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PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

PRESIDENT: 

DEAN: 

I'm -- right. I wonder, however, however, in terms of 

what about our, what about our position? In other words, 

we're damned by the courts before Ervin ever could get 

there. 

The, the only thing that we can say is for Ziegler to 

say, "Look, we've investigated backwards and forwards 

in the White House, and we're satisfied on the basis 

of the report we have that nobody in the White House 

has been involved in a burglary, nobody had notice of 

it, knowledge of it, participated in the planning, or 

aided or abetted it in any way." 

Well, that I s what you could say. 

And it happens to be true, 

Yeah. 

as for that transaction. 

[Laughs] Sure. As for that transaction. 

Right. 

Well, John, you, uh, you, uh, you must feel that's, uh, 

is enough. 

No [unintelligible] 

-36,,-
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I 
EHRLICHMAN: Now, let's, let's try another, let's try another con-

connnitant to that. Supposing Mitchell were to step out 

on that same day and were to say, "I've been doing 

some investigation at 1701 and I find so and so, and 

so and so." 

PRESIDENT: [Unintelligible] 

UNIDENTIFIED: Yes, sir. 

EHRLICHMAN: And I don't know what he would say, but maybe he'd 

want to make some kind of a disclosure. And then what? 

PRESIDENT: 

EHRLICHMAN; 

PRESIDENT: 

HALDEMAN: 

DEAN: 

HALDEMAN: 

What the hell is he going to disclose that isn't going 

to blow something? Yeah; Well [unintelligible] 

Well, I'm going to have to -- I [unintelligible] have to 

resolve it. 

I don't have any time. I'm sorry. I'm going to have to 

leave. What is there -- What have you got here [unin

telligible]. Well, uh, you meet what time tomorrow? 

I am not sure. In the morning. 

Morning. 

· [Unintelligible] we will brood this out. 

-37-
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PRESIDENT: Fine. Well, sure. You come here [unintelligible]. 

We're going around. That's the way you have to do. 

Right. 

-38~ 
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71. On the evening of March 21, 1973 Fred LaRue caused approxi-

mately $75,000 in cash to be delivered to William Bittman, attorney for 

E. Howard Hunt. Earlier that day LaRue had called Mitchell when Dean 

refused to authorize the payment to Hunt, and Mitchell had approved 

the payment ~o Hunt. 

Page 

71.1 Fred LaRue testimony, Watergate Grand 
Jury, February 13, 1974, 2-lOA (received 
from Watergate Grand Jury) •••••••••••••••••••••••• 1188 

71.2 Manyon Millican testimony, Watergate Grand 
Jury, February 13, 1974, 2-7 (received 
from Watergate Grand Jury) •••••••••••••••••••••••• 1198 

71.3 Sherman Unger testimony, Watergate Grand 
Jury, February 19, 1974, 3-14 (received 
from Watergate Grand Jury) •••••..•••••••••••••••.• 1204 

71.4 Sherman Unger Grand Jury Exhibits SU-1 
through SU-7, February 19, 1974 (received 
from Watergate Grand Jury) ••••••••••••••••.••..••• 1216 

71.5 William Bittman testimony, Watergate Grand 
Jury, August 3, 1973, 189-91, 194-96 
(received from Watergate Grand Jury) •••••••••.•••• ,1226 

71.6 E. Howard Hunt testimony, Watergate Grand 
Jury, July 17, 1973, 95, 111-12 (received 
from Watergate Grand Jury) •••••••••••••••••••••.•• ;1232 

71.7 John Dean testimony, Watergate Grand Jury, 
February 14, 1974, 16 (received from 
Watergate Grand Jury) •••••.••• .••.•••••.••.•••••••• ,1235 

71.8 John Mitchell testimony, 4 SSC 1630-31 ............ 1236 

(1187) 



71. 1 FRED LaRUE TESTIMONY , FEBRUARY 13 , 1974 , WATERGATE GRAND JURY , 2 - lOA' 2 
-w 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

P R O C E E D I N G S -----------
Whereupon, 

FRED C. LARUE 

was called as a witness, and, having first been duly sworn by 

the Foreman of the Grand Jury, was examined and testified as 

follows: 

BY MR. BEN-VENISTE: 

0 Would you state your full name fort the record ~. 

9 please? 

10 

11 

A 

Q 

Fred Chaney LaRue. 

Mr. LaRue, you are reappearing before this Grand 

12 Jury to answer questions which it believes relevant to its 

13 investigation. 

14 I Mr. LaRue, do you recall an occasion in March of 

15 11973 when you participated in the delivery of approximately 

16 $75,000 in cash to a Mr. William Bittman for the benefit of 

17 E. Howard Bunt? 

18 

19 

A 

Q 

I do. 

Now if we could work backwards from the delivery, do 

20 you recall how that delivery was effectuated? Who actually 

21 de-livered -~he--money to Mr.- Di-ttman? 

22 

23 

24

11 
25 ii 

A 

0 

The money was delivered by Mr. Manyon Millican. 

Had Mr. Millican delivered money to Mr. Bittman at 

your request before that occasion? 

A Yes, that's true. 

DV 
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3 

l Q What was Mr. Millican~ jib at the time? 

2 A He was working fo~ 

3 time I don't know if I could 

I'm sorry. At that particular 

I don't know his job status. 

4 At one time he was working for the Committee to Re-elect the 

5 President. When he went off the pavroll over there I just 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

don't know. 

Q Now on the evening that Mr. Mill.ican delivered~lthe 

money, can you recall what occurred prior to the time that 

you asked him to make this delivery? 

A 

0 

Yes. I got a call from Mr. Dean, John Dean --

I mean the evening itself, just prior to that. I 

think- th~t we'll work backwards from there if that's helpful. 

A 

dinner. 

I had invited Mr. Millican over to my apartment for 

There were two other people present, my secretary, 

Miss Fredericks, and Sherman unger. 

We had dinner and 

0 Who is Mr. Unger? 

A Mr. Unger is a friend of mine. At one time he was 

with the Committee to Re-elect the President. 

Q 

A 

Q 

Where is,Mr. Unger from? 

Cincinnati.,_ Qbio. 

Do you recall whether Mr. Unger was in just for the 

day as far as what he told you? 

A 

Q 

That is my recollection, yes. 

And you had invited him for dinner in advance? 

(1189) 
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A That is correct, yes. Not in advance of that day. 

2 He called me that day when he came to town, and I invited him 

3 to dinner. 

4 

s 

6 

7 

Q Now you had dinner with Mr. Millican, Mii3s Frederii:14 

and Mr. Unger. Do you recall anything unusual which occurred _f 

that night which makes it stand out in your mind? 

A Yes, one occurrence. I had just moved into a new 

- 8 · apartment. I had built a firce in t:he fireplace and the forced 

9 air circulating fan exhaust_.;. the smoke wentcqut and :fill.ad 

10 the apartment with smoke. 

0 So that that particular dinner party stands out in 

12 · your ~~ . for that reason? 

13 

14 

A 

0 

Yes, it does. That's right. 

After dinner do you recall .the circumstances of your 

.15 asking Mr. Millican to make another c,elivery to Mr. Bittman? 

. 16 A Yes. X called Mr. Millie~ into the bedroom and . :t 

17 asked him' if he would mind delivering a package to Mr. Bittman 

18 for me that night. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

0 

A 

0 

A 

What did that package consist of? 

$75,000 in cash, hundred dollar bills. 

How was it wrapped? 

My best recollection would be it was in just a 

23 Jnanilla envelope, no markings on the envelope. 

~,1 
25 ;. 

Q 

A 

I take it Mr. Millican consented? 

Pardon? 

DV 
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1 O I take it Mr. Millican consented? Q V 
2 

3 

A 

0 

Yes. 

After Mr. Millican left did you telephone Mr. 

4 Bittman? 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A That's the best of my recollection. I did telephone 

Mr. Bittman and tell htm that there was a package that would 

be delivered to him that night. 

0 

be left 

A 

0 

Millican 

A 

followed 

0 

And it was yc>ur understanding that the package would 
i 

in the mailboxl 

That is correct. 

And there would be no personal contact between Mr. 

and Mr. BittmJn? 

That is correct. That was the procedure that was 

on the other tjwo deliveries. 
! 

Now how did ~ou identify yourself to Mr. Bittman on 

the ' telephone when you ·called? 

A In all · conveDsations with Mr. Bittman I identifi¢d 

myself as Mr. Baker. 

0 Was this the !second telephone conversation you had 

had with Mr. Bittman ~t day? 

A Again, to the ! best of my recollection I called Mr. 
I 

Bittman earlier that day to ascertain whether he would be home 
' 

that night, yes. 

Q 

take it? 

And you ident~fied yourself again as Mr. Baker, I 

DV 
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2 

A 

0 

That's correct. 

You told Mr. Bittman that you would like to make a 

3 delivery to his home that evening? 

4 

5 

A 

a 

That is correct. 

And you aoked whether he would be available for that 

6 purpose? 

7 

8 

A 

0 

Correct. 

You were obviously somewhat anxious about the possi-

9 bility that the envelope mi~ht sit in the mail~ox for any 

10 period of time? 

11 A Correct. I called him when Mr. Millican left. I 

12 l called him and told him that the delivery would be made within 

13 ext thirty minutes or so. 

l4 O Had you ever delivered anything else to Mr. Bittman 

15 aside from money that you can recall? 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A 

Q 

Not that I can reca11; no. 

So every time, as far as you know, that Mr. Bittman 

re .ceived a telephone call where the caller identified himself 

as Baker he received cash in the · delivery that ensued rather 

than any other documents or anything else? 

A Certainly from any conversations he actually had 

from me, that would be the case. 

Q 

A 

Q 

And you made up the name Baker yourself, I take it? 

That is correct. 

New with respect to that telephone call to Mr. 

DV 
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Bittman in the afternoon, do you recall whether that was a 

2 telephone call in Mr. Bittman's office? 

3 A That would certainly be my recollection so certainly 

4 my assumption that the call would have been made through his 

5 office,_ yes. 

6 _Q -If it were not to his office, if he had left already 

7 it would have been to his home, I take it? 

8 A That would be true. 

9 0 So you would place that at sometime _ in the latter 

10 part of the afternoon o:i:-the early evening? 

11 A The first call? 

12 0 Yes. 

13 A I would _place ,it in the afternoon. 

14 Q Now prior to making that call, I take it you had had 

15 discussions with other people concerning whether to make this 

16 deli very. 

17 A That is correct. IQ 18 That day had you spoken to Mr. Dean and Mr. Mitchell 

That is correct. 19 A 

20 Q Now starting with Mr. Dean, can you tell us what Mr. 

21 Denn told you in substance? 

22 .A My best recollection of that phone call is that Mr. 

23 Dean called me. He stated that he had had a request for a 

24 delivery of money to Mr. Bittman for Mr. Hunt's attorneys fees 

25 and for Mr. Hunt's expenses, living expenses. 

DV 
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l Q Okay. 
i·-- /..·' 

2 A He indicated to me that he was passing this inforrna-

3 tion on to me for whatever purpose I wanted to make of it, 

4 that he was not going to have any furtherinvolvement, contact, 

5 in the delivery of monies to the so-called Watergate defendant, 

6 and that I would have to exercise my own judgment to decide 

7 what · to do about this request. 

s I told Mr. Dean that unless I was authorized by 

9 someone that I would not make this delivery, at which point 

10 he suggested tbat I call Mr. Mitchell. 

11 0 Did Mr. Dean in that conversation indicate that ther 

12 was a sense of urgency about this? 

13 A Yes. I recall that he indicated there was a sense 

14 of urgency. To the best of my recollection he mentioned some-

15 thing to the effect that Mr. Hunt was due to be sentenced, I 

16 think within the next two or three days, and he did imply a 

17 sense of urgency about it, yes. 

18 Q I take it Mr. Dean identified an amount of money in 

19 the course of that conversation that Mr. Hunt was asking for? 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

A That is correct. My recollection is that there was 

$75,000 required for attorneys fees, and $60,000 required for 

his living expenses. 

Q Now I take it you had a conversation with Mr. 

Mitchell following that with Mr. Dean. 

A That is correct. 

DV 
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9 

Q Can you recall to the best of your recollection the 

2 substance of that conversation? 

3 A As it relates to the delivery of this money, I can, 

4 ·yes. I told Mr. Mitchell of my conversation with John Dean, 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

indicating that Dean was not going to be involved any further 

in the authorization and distribution of money. 

I told Mr. Mitchell that we had had a request for 

$75,000 for Mr. Hunt. He asked me what it was for. I told 

him to the best of my knowledge it was for attorney's fees, 

and he said that under the circumstances, he said, "I think 

you ought to pay it", which I proceeded to do. 

Q Is it a fact then that you'didn't mention to ~.r. 

Mitchell the request for $60,000','--

A 

Q 

This is my best recollection 

Mr. LaRue, let me finish the question. $60,000 

for maintenance. 

A To the best of my recollection this is true. I 

think this was a decision I made myself. It was certainly 

a rather large sum of money involved, quite frankly approach

ing the amount of money which I had on hand at that time. 

The only amount of money I recall discussing with 

Mr. Mitchell was the $75,000 which was delivered. 

Q Was there anything in the conversation you had with 

Mr. Mitchell by which Mr. Mitchell indicated that he had or 

had not heard of this request earlier than the time of your 
if 

.. I 
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1 conversation? 

2 A Nothing that would indicate to me one way or the 

3 other. 

4 Q Now in fixing the date of these events, do you 

5 recall that the date following this delivery of .money you 

6 learned that Mr. Mitchell was in Washington? 

7 A I don't specifically recall Mr. Mitchell being in 

8 Washington on that particular day. I do recall him being in 

9 Washington a couple of times in this time frame, but as far 

10 as the specific date, I can't recall. 

11 Q Now independently do you have any recollection of 

12 the precise date of the request to Mr. Millican to deliver 

13 the funds? 

14 

15 

A 

0 

The precise date of the request? 

Yes. 

16 A The date would be on the day he delivered it. It 

17 would have been that specific day. 

18 0 I mean can you recall of your own recollection, or 

19 through any of your own notes, what day this was? We know it 

20 was in late March from your recollecting the even .ts, but 

21 specifically can you recall the precise day? 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A I can't specifically recall the precise day. No, 

sir. 

O All you can be sure of is that it was the evening 

of the dinner party with Mr. Unger? 

DV 
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A 

0 

A 

10 H 

That is correct. 

At which you had the problem with your fireplace? 

That is righb 

THE FOREMAN: Mr. LaRu~, could you in any way estab-

5 lish that? I think you testified that this was the day that 

6 Mr. Unger arrived in Washington. 

7 THE WITNESS: My personal opinion is that Mr. Unger 

& . is an attorney and keeps probably a lot better records than I 

9 do, travel vouchers and so forth. I would imagine he could 

10 determine that date. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

I I don't 

THE FOREMAN: So you could provide that for us then? 

THE WITNESS: I could? 

THE FOREMAN: Through Mr. Unger .? 

THE WITNESS: I think Mr. Unger could provide ·that. 

have any access. 

BY MR. BEN.lVENISTE: 

Now you had asked Mr. Millican to provide the same 

18 service for you on two prior occasions. 

17 Q 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A 

0 

That is correct. 

And on those occasions did you telephone Mr. Bittman 

identifying yourself A$: Mr. Baker? 

A Yes. 

Q Can you tell us the circumstances of the first time 

that you used Mr. Baker as an alias? 

A Yes. This would be back in I think October of 1972 

DV 
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: I , iv.nercu?on, 

P Il -0 C E E D I ~1 {; :; 

31 t1ANYml MILLICJI.N 

2 

4 was called as a witness, and. having first been duly sworn by 

S the Foreman of the Gra.."ld Ju:z;y, was exal:li.ncd and testified as 

6 follows: 

7 BY MR. F~O!!: 

8 Q Sir, will you state your full name and spell your 

9 last nar.ie for the Reporter, please? 

10 

11 

12 

A 

0 

A 

Hanyon Millic:An, M-a-n-y-o-n M-i-1-1-i-c-a-n. 

Hr. Millican, where is your home? 

Well, JfJ'/ official doi:d.cile is Birmingham, 11.labAnla. 

13 That's where I pay taxes, but I live in Slaters Fork, West 

14 Virginia. 

15 

16 

0 

A 

How are you . enployed right now? 

I am dire~..or of marketing of a snow shoe ccmipa.'ly 

17 in Slaters Fork, west Virginia. 

18 Q M.r. Mil.lican, beginning in about July of 1972 did 

19 you hold il position with the Co=nittee to Re-elect the 

20 .President?" 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2S 

A 

0 

A 

Yes, I did. 

What was that? 

I was national director of canvass control . and 

accountability. 

0 Did you remain in that position through the electio. 1, 

DV 
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111 

21! 
31 

I 
41 

I 
5 

6 

11 

12 

13 

2~7 3 

the 1972 election? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q I t0.::e it that you a.r~ a lonqtiD.e business a:id socia 

friend of :-~r. Fred IJaPJ.12.' s, is that. correct.? 

A Yes. 

Q Mr. Millican, in late Harch, the latter part of 

~-~arch of 1973, did you attend a dinner party at Hr. LaRw~'s 

home at which a ntt,'n.~er of other people were present including 

Miss Laura Fredricks and .Mr. Sheman Unger? 

A Yes. 

Q Was there anything about that particular <:!inner I 
party, ahything that happened during that evening, that clearlt 

sta.'1.ds out in your r.ri.nd wi tn respect to anything strange t..11at 

14 1 
happened? 

15 

16 

17 

18 

A 

Q 

recall? 

A 

Well, in retrospect, yes, but not at that time. 

Was there sozething about a fireplace that you 

Yes. The fireplace didn't work and it almost wiped 

19 out the apart..~ent and us, too. Smoke cane out. Yes, I do 

20 

21 

22 

23 

remerrber that. 

Q Now late during that evening as the party was break-

ing up, did. you have a conversation with Mr. LaRue in ,ihich 

he asked you to deliver an envelope to the home of Hr. dilliam. 

Bittman? 

A Yes. DV 
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Q Did he th en give you this envelope? 

A Yes. 

Q Hhu.t did it 1001<: li}.;:e? 

4 A Ten by two-lve, p,~rhaps, or an eleven by twelve type 

5 of manilla envelope, a routine looking type .of envelope. It 

6 was sealed where the flap is. 

7 Q Do you recall whether there was any name written on 

8 j it or other marking on the outside? 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 I 
151 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 I 
22 

23 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

ope. 

A 

No, there was none. 

There was none? 

No. I did.'1' t . look for any and I didn't see any. 

Did you deliver the envelope that evening? 

Yes, I did. 

Can you describe how .you delivered it? · 

The precise directions and that sort of thing? 

Well, juf'l _t in substance what you did with the envel-

I don ·'t know the .street now, but I guess it was out 

in the Potomac area. 

Q That's Potomac, !1.aryland? 

A I guess it is. I'm not t.l-iat familiar with the 

.:Maryland side. I drove by the house ~,d lowered the window 

of my car, ·an electric window on . the lefthand side, and put t.h 

package in the ~ailbox. 

Q Had you previously on two other occasions delivered 

DV 
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11 env2 l opes or pa ck ages to ~= - Eitt man' s mailbo x ? 

9 

10 I 
11 

A Ye s . 

Q When was th e fir st t ime t hat t h a t occurr e d? 

A Hy r e call no,, i s ,10rs~ th :m it ";as when I t a lked 

with t h e ruI, but I thin k it wa s pr obably in Fe bruary. 

Q In F Eb ruar y ? 

A Probably. 

Q To the best of your recollection was the second 

delivery in about late February or early March? 

A 

Q 

Yes, probabl :y- in that tir.:ie fra"lle. 

Did you on the occasion of the first delivery have 

12 some problems about finding the house of Er. Bitti'"i'.an and makin 

13 certain that that was the right mailbox? 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

Yes, I did. A 

Q Can you describe briefly what happened at that 

time? 

A ;·;ell, as I recall . it, I ,-,as inforned that Hr. 

Bittman~ s narri.e would be on the mailbox. I had the specific 

address nu..rnber. of the mail~ox. 

1".r. Bittman's n ame was not on the mailbox. As I · 

recall, I drove dc;,m · the road to a. telephone bouth to . make 

sure that this ·was Mr. Bittz:ian's mailbox, matching it up with . 

the nurnber of the mailbox. 

That I s ho ,y :,. I knew it was Hr. Bittman that I . was 

d,:=li ver ing it to. 

DV 
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I i Q r,,o w g oi n g b a c \ to yo 11r third and fin a l de li very 

21 
I 

in the latter part of ~·!arch, Mr. nillican, ap:,roxir.:at e l y Hhat 

I 
3 I tL "'.:e did yon le a ve · th e p ac} ~::i.ge in !-!r. Bit t ma:i' s mailbo x to the 

I 
4 1 be s t of your r c collectio:i? 

s 1 A Well, as you sai<l earlier, the party was u.ot brea}:in«-

6 up. I was leaving. I think the other guests stayed and I 

7 I think that I was just leaving. 

8 tenish. 

I think that it was about 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

About 10:00 p.ra.? 

Or 10:15 somewhere in that neighborhood. 

When you left Mr. LaRue's house? 

Yes. 

Mr. Millica..r1, did Mr. LaRue tell you at a."ly time 

during the period in whic:h you delivered these three envelopes 

what was in them or why he was asking you to make these deliv-

eries? 

A No. 

Q Were the first two occasions on which you made 

deliveries to him also occasions waich were late evening · 
19 I 

20 

21 

22 

23 

I 

241 
25 

occasions following dinner parties or dinners when you were 

toget.h.er with Mr~ LaRue? 

A Yes • . I went to his home, his apartr.ient, frequently 

and it was not an occasion of me going just specifically to 

do something for him. I have known him since 1961, and Hiss 

Fr e dericks, his secretary, e qually as lo .n g . In fact, sh8 used 

DV 
(1202) 
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1 I 
l to be my 

2! 
i 
i 

MR. FFJ\FPTON: 

years ago. . He are 

Fine. Tha nk you. 

' 7 

very close f riends! 

~·l,3.y t::ie witness 

: Ire excused, '"'. Foreman? 

· I THE FOF..E~·tAN: You' re e xcusec., Mr. ?~illican. 

s ! 
61 
l 

71 

81 
. 91 
10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

I 

2s I 

(1203) 

(Whereupon, the i-,i tnes s was 
excused.) 

DV 
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1 I 
2 Whereupon. 

3 

: I was called as a witness and, having been first duly sworn by 

5 

6 

7 

the Foreman of ;the . Gra.nd ,Jury, waa examined and testified as 

follO'N.I: 

9 . Reporter? 

10 

H 

.14 

15 \ 
,I ,, 
!j 

,·.16 1; 
ii 
i 

11 I 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q. 

A 

Q 

18 La.a.ue? 

. 19 

20 

21 

A 

Q 

BY' MR. FRAMPTON: 

Sir, could you state your full name for the Court 

Sherman Edward Unger. 

And how do you spell your last name? 

u-n-g-e-r. 

Mr. Ung.er, what i.s your address - heme ad<lrass? 

2918 Observatory Ro~d, Cincinnati, Chio. 

And how are you employed? 

I'm a lawyer. 

Now,. Mr~· Unger, are you acquainted with Mr. Fred 

Yes. 

_And how long have you known Mr. LaRue, approximately 

MRS,., ·VOLNER: Could -you speak up. The Grand Jury 

22 can• t hear you. 

Q 

THE WI1NESS: Since the summet' of 1964 , 

BY MR. ERAMPTON: 

Now. Mr. Unger, directing your · attention t ,:, 

DV 
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4 

1 1 approximately lata 11~-ech of 1971":••ruv you leave Cincinnati 

21 
31 

,I 
I 

51 

6 

7 

9 

and go o~ a trip for a mm1ber of days which inc l1.1.ded s tc ,:; 3 in 

Philadelphia, New York anr! ~-Tm:ihi.ngton, D. c. 7 

A Yes. 

And during that trip, did . you pave o~c~sion when 

you were in Washington, J?• .c ... to attend a Ql _nn~ -~ party ~t" 

the apartmen~ .9f Mr. I..aRue? 

A 

Q 

Yes_. 

Now, do you t'ecall if .ather people ,were _p_resent on 

1o tha~ occasion? 

u 

12 

! 3 

A 

Q 

A 

A 

Yes. 

.At Mr. -LaRue• s ap~r .onent _'l 

·.Ye_s_. 

~OV 

-Wa,; a Mr • . Manyo _n Mil..likin present tha '.t evening? 

Yes, tAA.ugh·I ~a4 .no independent recall <lf that .un-

:t6 :til i.t _was , sµgge:s.ted . to me , and , then ·I r:-em~ber_ed _ it. 

Q But yo,u •do __ ,.._ with your ,.recollec;tion _i::_efreshed, you 

.1'8 -do -~~11 _that Manyon .Mill _ikin was _there? 

1-9 

. .20 

21 

23 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

'That:! s ... correct. 

And,Mr .• · l,aRue was .the;-e, -J take j,.t? 

',l'hat ' s correc _t_. 

And was Miss Laura Ft:edericks also prcasent; 

Yes, she was. 

Q And ,do you :recall. that_ anyth.ing particular happened 

that evening ,which makes ·tl;le . ev~n:J.,ng s _tick :ln your mind? 

(1205) 
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I 

2 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

3~4 

A I do. After my memory wcs-f:'.eyreshed again, cnis 

was the first time I'd been _to<LaR.ue•s apartment -- his new 

aparbnent ~·-"" and he was using hies fi~eplace and it started 

backing up and ·smoken~c:arted coming down .into the room. He 

·was very embarrassed. 

Q Now, Mr. ·· Unger., dU1Zing this · trip to Washington, how 

long did you stay in Washington, D. C.? 

A Oh, probably less than 24 gours, I guess., I got 

here around 4:30 or 5:00 o'clock on the 21st and left about 

11:30 the next morning. 

Q When you say the ·next morning, · that would be on 

March 22nd? 

A That's correct. 

Q And so the evening on which you went to dinner at 

15 Mr~ LaRue 's house and the fireplace backed up and so on was 

16 . the evening of March 21st, 1973, was it? 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A 

Q 

That is correct. 

Now, Mr. Unger, do you keep a diary or appointment 

book ·in which you record both appointments or notes about 

activities coming ·up and also . substantially contemporaneous 

appointments or meetings that you've had? 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

And have ,you turned over several pages of that diary 

to us, beginning "on Sunday the 18th of March and ,ending on 

Friday the 23rd of March, 1973? 

(1206) 
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1 j /J. Yes, I have. 

2 1 MR_. FRAMPTON: A 11 d3ht. Fo~ the re<,Q]ld . •.; < '.1.1 

3 1 rnaxk as Gove :nment ExhibJ.i: ~U-1. •>f this date t:bree. pag~~, 

4 

5 

. 6 

7 

8 

9 

I 

10 

11 

l2 

13 I 
I 

,. I 
• .,+ I 
·,5 

/,';I 
I 

17 ! 

I\ 
18 

19 

20 

.21 

:: I 
24 

diary pages, for March, 1973, beginning on Sunday ,, '., G! l8~h 

of March and ending on Friday the 23~d of March • 

(Whereupon, Gl'and Jury Exhibit No. 
SU-1 was marked for . id~ntificat i on.) 

BY MR • . F.RAMPTON: 

Q Now, showing you the$e three pages, one daf 90 each 

side, is that the od.gina~ copy of your diary? 

A ·Jes, it i _s. 

Q Now, _Mi:. Unger, on th.a pag~ for the 19tjt of March --

which is a Monday -:-.- :t~er .e' s a notation :::hat says, •. 11A11 · day 

SMS ~e~ting. SU ,e .lected to ·J3D/' Could you exp;tain · wh? --: that . 

means? 

, A Yes.. I was in K:ing of Pr~sta, Pennsy l 'h. ,, 4.a , c.~l<l I 

nttanded a .stoc~h9 ;lders:' meeting and was elected to tb .e ,iloard 

of Df.re~tors .of Sheri,d~n Medf:cal Services, a na t:t ,:;n:tl :,,:iftwai:e 

company . 

Q And did you _travel, _on .the M<;>nday-evening, to .. New 

York City? 

A That is correct. 

Q And there . is an e~try, is _ther ,a not, on the b :Jt tcm 

of the page for March 19th, saying Me~ro to NYC? 

A Yes. 

(1207) 
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1 Q And -your diary for March 20th, Tuesday, that headin 

2 is circled and the words are written "See next page," and, on 

3 the next page, the ·date that was originally printed in the 

4 diary, March 21, Wednesday, is cJ;'ossed out and, instead, you 

5 have written in there -- or there is written in there --

6 March 20, Tuesday. Is that your handwriting? 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

A That is correct. 

Q · And, similarly, for the 22nd, · you have crossed that 

out and written ·21, Wednesday. Is that correct? 

A That's correct. 

Q Now, does the writing which you have put on these . 

12 papers, ' after crossing out . the original printing, represent 

13 the actual day for which the other entries were made in your 

14 diary? 

15 In other wo-rds, ,n-e tthe appointments which you have 

16 written down here, on the pag~ which is now marked in your 

17 handwriting ''March 20," are those appointments and activities 

18 which you actually had on March 20th? 

19 A The appointments ,and , activities ·reflect the da~ei,t...,,. 

20 as changed at the top of the page. 

21 Q As changed. And, as changed, your diary indicates, 

22 at the top of the page for March 20, IINYC, Carlisle.•• Does 

23 

241 
25 i 

that indicate that you stayed at the Ca~lisle Hotel in New 

,Yoi=k on the "evening ''Of the 19th, morning of · the 20th? 

A That is correct. 

(1208) 
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1 

2 

3 

Q 

A 

Q 

And .,did you remain in N8' ;, Y,ork City that evening? 
1 . ;, " 
1-...P V 

Yes, I did. 

And on March 21st, during the day, did you come to 

4 Washington. D. c., from New York? 

s 

6 

A 

Q 

Yea, I did. 

. Now, your diary indicates, on the evening of March 

7 21, "Dinner at LaRue's. 11 That, I take it, 0 indicates the 

8 

9 

10 

evening you had dinner at Mr. LaRue's house? 

A '!hat's correct. 

Q Now, in your diary for March 23, you have a line 

11 drawn across the middle of the page, and on the top of the 

12 line in parenthesis there ·are the · words, "Thursday, fly Cin." 

13 and below the line there 1s some other writing • . 

14 Would you explain ·the significance of this page and 

15 the significance of -the , line which is drawn through the middl 

. 16 of it? 

17 A ' Well, I think earlier in the week I skipped Tuesday 

18 and started recording TUesday on the page designated Wednes-

19 day, and followed through Thursday and didn't catch it until 

20 I got to Friday. 

21 When I stare-ed recording Friday, I realized that 

22 I'd already had some note-taking up there, and I went back 

23 through and corrected the dates, at that time. ,I drew a line 

24 · a.through the March 23rd page, showin ·g that tmder the line was 

25 Friday, above the line was Thursday. 

(1209) 
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l Q 
l!;J t f 

So on the page marked Fddfy, March 23, above the 

2 line in you1: diary a re activities -- indicated activities 

3 which you di d · on Thursday, March 22. Is that co r rect? 

4 A That indicates activities I did on Thursday, March 

5 22nd, and t he compulation of monies that I spent during t he 

6 week on that trip. 

7 Q And then on March 22 -- that is Thursday -- you 

8 flew back t o Cincinnati from Washington, D. C.? Is that 

9 correct? ~v 
10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

you 

for 

A 

Q 

That is correct. 

(Whereupon, Grand Jury Exhibits Nos. 
SU-2, su-3, su-4 and su-s was marked 
for identification.) 

BY MR. BEN-VENISTE: 

Mr. Unger, in coming to Washington on the 21st, do 

recall where you came from? 

A New York. 

Q A.nd do you recall what day you left New York? 

A That day. 

Q The 21st itself? 

A Yes. 

Q Nmt, 1 1lhow ,·you what has :,een marked Exhibtt su .. ·4 

identification and ask you if that is your airline ticket 

indicating that you traveled from New York to Washington on 

the 21st of March? 

A Yes, it is. It has my eigna .ture, it has my American 

(1210) 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Expres.s card number on it. ,¥-\ 
Q And you were able to loci?'e'-J[t, at our request? 

A 

Q 

That is correct. 

And that indicates that you flew on American Airlin 

Is that correct? 

A 'That is correct, and I think it's flight 395 that 

departed at 3:30 p.m. 

Q Now, . I sh0ll7 you SU-2 for identification .. and ask you 

whether that is your airline ticket indicating that you left 

'Washington for Cincinnati on the 22nd of March, 1973, at 

approximately 11:10 a.m.? 

It so indlcates. ·~/,;· A It is my ticket, yes. 

Q And it shOllfs that you flew on American Airlines, as 

well, on flight 475, I think? 

A 

Q 

That is correct. 

And do you recall that these were, indeed, the dates 

that you did travel and there was no change in your ticketing'? 

A 

Q 

That is correct. 

You've also produced a document which we have marked 

as SU-3., which appears to .be a flight which you took from 

Cincinnati.leaving on 19 March 

A 

Q 

No. I believe it's leaving on 18 March. 

18 March, yes. I misread that. You're correct. 

And you identify that as your ticket leaving Cincinnati? 

A Yes. Sunday night. 

(1211) 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Q Now, I show you what has been marked SU-5 for 

identification and ask whether that appears to be your ledger 

card for your stay at the Carlisle Hotel in New York, which 

would indicate that on March 21st you were at the Carlisle 

and stayed one day. 

A No, t don't believe it would indicate that. It 

7 would indicate that on March 21st I checked out • . I was there 

8 two days, and thati s· the total of the bill when I chec.ked out • . 

9 Q And the bottom line, which indicates March 21, '73, 

10 and the dollar amount and the total amount as to your account 

11 

12 

13 

at the Carlisle is reflected there? 

A That is correct. 

Q And March 21 indicates the day that you left the 

14 Carlisle? 

15 

16 

A 

Q 

That is correct. 

And that is your recollection in addition to these 

17 documents, t take it? 

18 

19 

A 

Q 

That is correct. 

Now, finally, when you stayed in Washington you 

20 stayed at the Metropolitan Club, did you not? 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A 

Q 

That's correct. 

(Whereupon, Grand Jury Exhibit No. 
SU-6 was marked for identification.) 

BY ·MR. BEN-VENISTE: 

I show you SU-6, which is a chit from the Metropolit nl 

(1212) 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Club, indicating that you stayed in Room·No. 300 on March 21, 

1973, and it's dated March 21, 1973, and it's a $20.00 charge 

for that room, and there's a member signature line on su-6. 

Is that your signature, Mr. Unger? 

A No, it's not. It must have been signed for me at 

6 the desk. 

7 Q Do you recall this form as a regular procedure of 

8 checking into the hotel, that such a forin would be prepared, 

9 indicating the room and the date you stayed there? 

10 A The form would be prepared on the charges for the 

11 room. The roOlllS are different prices and it's a chit a member 

12 can send for if he questions his monthly voucher, but I 

13 usually don't send for it. I didn't, in that case, because 

14 I knew I stayed th.ere. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Z4·. 

~J .,_, . 
II 

Q 

A 

Do you recognize your signature on this document? 

This is my signature. 

MR. BEN-VENISTE: We' 11 mark that su-7. 

(Whereupon, Grand Jury Exhibit No. 
su-7 was marked for identification.) 

BY MR. BEN•VENISTE: 

Q This is also a chit from the Metropolitan Club and 

this is a bar bill at the club time stamped March 21, 1973. 

Is that correct? 

A That is correct. 

Q And you identify this as your signature at the top 

(1213) 
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l 

2 

3 

where it says "member's signature"? 

A That is correct. DV 
Q An~I assume the regular procedure is that, after 

4 you have some drinks at the bar, someone brings a chit or a 

5 tab for you to sign, and that's the way you would sign it? 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

That is correct. It comes with the drinks. 

And it is dated? 

Yes. 

Now, can you recall, Mr. Unger, when the next time 

you saw Mr. LaRue was after the 21st of March? 

A I'm sure it was in Florida sometime. 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Can you approximate how long thereafter? 

Months. It would have been months afterwards. 

Certainly more than one month? 

Yes. 

And how about the time prior to March 21st when you 

17 saw Mr. LaR.ue? 

18 A I would have seen him, I believe, between the In• 

19 augural and March 21st in Washington. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2511 
~ 

Q Can you recall the closest time you might have seen 

him to March 21st? Was it more than a couple of weeks, do you 

think? 

A It would be sometime after January 21st, say within 

that sixty day period I think I might have seen him, but I 

have no recall. I would have to go back to my diary. 

(1214) 
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1 Q · Was it more than i,everal .daya'l More than a week .. 

.. 2 say, prior to the time you had dinner? 

3 A oh. yes, yes. D-V 
4 Q Possibly more than two weeks? 

s A Yes. Probably; I would guess, a month at least . 

6 before, but I think I was here once between the Inaugural and 

7 this time and .I probably would have seen him. 

8 ' MR~ .BEN-VENISTE: I ·ha:ve. no further . questions at 

. 9 this time. DO any members of the Grand Jury have questions? 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

:11 

THE FOREMAN: ·I have no ... questions. 

MR. BEN'-VENISl'Et If that' a. the case, then, I would 

ask ·that Mr. Unger be excused. 

.". THE FOREMAN: Thank you .. , Mr. Unger, you' re . excused. 

THE WITNESS: Thank you. 

(Whereupon, the witness was excused.) L 

D\ ,. 
~ 

(1215) 
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/0. L/ 

.r= 73 77>hdoy-268doy,loll0W 

Purim 

Second Sunday of lent 

r.l . ,2. lf\.,\t <. 

\ -----
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i 

[ill MONDAY 
! 

MARCH I 

1973 78th day - 287 days folk,-.. 
-

Shushon Purim 

A-\l ,-I ....... 
~..!~~ 

\ 

~ &10:-1 r..1J -L.. I,..,\ 
' 

-. 

t 

' 

! 
: 
t 
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;>73 79th day - 286 dayl follow 

I 
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DV 

MR SHERMAN UNGER . 
291~ OBSERVATORY ROAD 
CINCINATTl,OHIO 45208 ON AVENUE AT 76TH STREET 

NEW YORK 
RHINELANDER 4-1&00 

IHT'L TELEX: &20!19Z 
-========:::;--;=.;::==;- ·=::l::,~-- -... -=-=-=-=""--=---=="P" ...... """"--= ... ·-=--=· ""'"""".:.:....·:.., ·;,.a::-.:=.=-=;..:::..=: 

MEMO DATE EXPLANATION CHARGES CREDITS BAL DUE 

* * 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
1 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

--------t-1_8, MAR21:73 F~Anu 
19 

* 313.93 
* ltOLlO 
* 525.49 

A - LIMOUSINE 
B - BAGGAGE 
C - CIGARETTES 
0 - DRUGS 

20 
21 
22 
23 
24 

G - BARBER SHOP 
H - BEAUTY PARLOR 
N - NEWSPAPERS 

Please accept this note as a friendly reminder 
of the overdue balance on your account. 

Or, if you have made a very recent payment 
- Many thanks. 

TIIE CARLYLE 

LAST BALANCE IS + 
AMOUNT DUE UNLESS 

OTHERWISE INDICATED 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO THE ORDER OP' THE CARLYLE, NEW YORK, N,Y. 10021 

(1224) 
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71, 5 WILLIAM BITTMAN TESTIMONY, AUGUST 3, 1973, WATERGATE GRAND JURY, ; 189 
189-91 194~96 I 

J. Ii 
ll 

A I did receive an envelope during that period of tin~, 

2;! and I am not sure whether it was in December or not. I just 
i: 

:l '! don ' t know. 
ii 

-i ii 
'I 

ii 
Let me tell you why I have difficulty with it. 

5 i! was out of town from December 22nd until late January 2nd. 

ii 

I 

Ci I! Mr. Hunt was also out of tm-m sometime after his wife was 
Ii 

: i/ killed, wh: t::n:e:: ::m:::::d~::::l:i:::m:l::d receive an 
9~, envelope for him during that period of time, but I could have. 
I 

10 I did receive envelopes for him • 

11 

12 

131 

141 
15 I 

] (i 

l!l 

20 

21 

Q . Between October 13th and to date 

A Not including the one on October 13th? 

Q Not·including the one on October 13th, how many 

envelopes have you received in a fashion similar to the fashio~ 

you received the one on October 13th for yourself or for Mr. 

Hunt from this Mr. Rivers or Mr. Baker? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

None of them were for myself. 

Well, how many for Mr. Hunt then? 

You say in the same fashion? 

Either to your office or your home. 

I believe there were four. There might have been 

22 three, but I believe there were four. 

l'C 2;1 ti . Q Can you describe how those were delivered, and 

24 i1 approxi,no.tely when those were delivered? 
I' A I can• t give you the dates except for the last one. 

25 ,i 

DV 
(1226) 
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I' 
J 11 

·1 
2 !1 
Ii 

31 
I 

41 
I 

5 I 

I G 
I 

i 

8 

9 

10 

11 

190 

I would receive a telephone call either at my office or at 

my home, and a man who identified himself as Mr. Baker on 

the phone. 

Let's say for example, it was at my home. I usually 

work , late and don't get home until eight, nine, or ten o'clock 

at night. 

I would get a call in the evening: "Mr. Bittman, 

this is Mr. Baker. Will you be home at 11:30 tonight?" I 

would say, "Yes, I will." 

He would say, "Will you deliver an envelope to Hr. 

Hunt?", and I would say, "Yes, I will." He would say, "We r 11. 

.. 

12 . leave it in your mailbox", and I would say, "Fine." 

13 I would then go out to the mailbox at approxima~ely 

14 

15 

l(j 

li 

18 

l!I 

20 

21 

22 

24 

11:30 or whatever time it was. I would get the envelope; 

bring it into my home. 

The next morning I would call Mr, Hunt and tell l-lr. 

Hunt about the telephone call. He would co:ne to my home at 

about 7:30 in the morning. I would give him the envelope, \J.n

opened. He would take it to his home, and that would be it. 

That same modus operandi took place in all the 

instances . with respect to the envelopes that I received at 

my home. They were all delivered to Mr. Hunt unopened. 

Q To the best of your recollection this occurred three 

or four times during thatperiod -- let's say December to 

April 1st, December of '72 to April of '73. 

DV 
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1 

G 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

](; 

1i I 

18 .I 
l!l 

20 

21 

22 

A That's my recollection. 

Q I believe you told us that to the best of your 

recollection there were two of these deliveries in late 

January or early February, 1973, and a final delivery someti:ne 

about March 21, 1973. 

A I am not certain at all when these envelopes came 

in except for the last one, because I think it t·1as vti thin two 

or three days before he was sentenced. 

The other envelopes that I gave to Mr. Hunt really 

would have no significance to me whatsoever, so I have no idea 

when that took place. 

Q But other than the final envelope which you received 

on or about March 21, it is your recollection that there were 

two or three others and they were received in late January or 

early February? Is that correct? 

A 

know. 

I would say possibly one in December. I ju s t don't 

The others would have been January or February. Yes, . 

sir. 

Q When did Mr. Hunt make payments of leg a l fees to 

your firm, on what dates? 

A Well, the legal fees that Mr. Hunt pai d to m·~ in 

January and in April came directly from the proc ee ds of his 

deceased wife's insurance policies. 

Q The dates and the amounts? 

A The dates \T-~rc, as I said before, J a n :i c\::y ~ .3 . I 

DV 
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194 

l ii ticket, a transfer. 
11 

We did assist him in that sense. I 
. I 

'.! ii didn't do it personally, but someone in our firm did. il 
:i ij 

411 

Other than that, we had nothing else to do with it. 

BY MR. FRAMPTON: 
! 

5 ii Q Going back to the envelopes which were delivered to 

Ii 11 you for Mr. Hunt, it is your testimony, is it, that when the 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

14 

15 

] Ii 

li 

18 

l!I 

20 

21 

22 

individual, Mr. Baker, called up to arrange to make these 

deliveries to you, that he told you that the .se envelopes were 

for Mr. Hunt? 

A 

Q 

Absolutely. 

Did the envelopes, when they arrived, have anything 

written on them, on the outside of them? 

A I don't think anything was written on them. 

Q They were just plain blank envelopes? 

A They were blank envelopes and they were left in 

my office. 

Q Did Mr. Hunt subsequently tell you what was in the 

envelopes? 

He did. 

Q What did he tell you? 

A In connection with his Grand Jury proceedings, he 

told me that there was cash iri the envelopes. 

Q Did he tell you how much cash was in each of the 

different envelopes that he received? 

A Eventually in his testimony before the Senate and 

DV 
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the Grand Jury, I learned that . 

Q Wha t did you tell you were the amounts? 

A He told me that in the first envelope there was 

$15,000, $12,000 of which he sent to these friends, the Cuban 

5 Americans, $3,000 of which he kept for living expenses. 

(j He said that the next delivery of $50,000 could 

, have come in either one or two packages or envelopes. He's 

8 

9 

10 

11 

14 

15 

Hi 

17 

18 

l!I 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

not sure, totalling $50,000, and the last delivery of $75,000. 

That is what I learned from Mr. Hunt in connection 

with his testimony before the Grand Jury and before the 

Senate committee. 

Q Since you had already received two cash payments 

yourself which had been opened by you or in front of you in 

July and October, 1972, weren't you well aware that these 

envelopes in fact contained cash? 

A I was not well aware. 

When you passed them to Mr. Hunt? 

I wasnot well aware. 

You were not well aware of that? 

Q 

A 

Q 

A I was not. Mr. Baker never told me there was any 

cash in those envelopes. 

BY MR. BEN-VENISTE: 

Q Did you suspect that there was? 

A I would say particularly with the last payment be-

cause of the timing of it, shortly before he went to jail. 

ov 
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196 

1 

3 

4 

5 

(j 

7 

But I had no specific knowledge that there was cash .in those 

envelopes. 

Q Short of opening them, the entire history of your 

dealings with people who identified themselves as Rivers and 

Baker indicated to you, did it not, that the probability was 

that there would be cash in those envelopes? 

A Well, I never thought abrut it in those terms . My 

8 recollection is, Mr. Ben-Veniste, that those first two payment 

9 came from Rivers. Baker was a new entity. 

10 I now know from Mr. LaRue's testimony that he claims 

11 that he's the one who called me in October. 

12 Q Well, Mr. LaRue has testified here. My question is 

13 simply whether at the time you thought it probable that they 

14 contained cash. 

15 A I can't say I thought it probable. If I thought it 

](j probable, I would have made no notation at my home and I 

. 1i I would be .able to tick off,chapter and verse, the dates of the 

181,.1 receipts and every word that Mr. Baker told me bad I thought 
Ii 

1H Jj there was anything unusual about it. 
I 

20 I Q 
Did you inquire of Mr. Baker or anyone e l se as to 

21 I why you were receiving these envelopes? 

2'.! I 
2'.l jj 

A 

Q 

I did not, and I wish I had. 

Did there come a time when you had a conversat i on 
11 

l'j with Mr. McCord -- I have J·ust one or two more questions and 
24 ., 

!i 
25 

IJ then we' 11 be finished. Some of the Grand Jurors have to · 

(1231) 
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liiCA 
<> I 
- , with Mr. 

Yes, sir. I also, at that time in the conversation 

O'Brien, told hun specifically what my legal fees had 
3' 

4 

5 

(j 

7 

8 

9 

JO 

11 

12. 
I 

amounted to,, at that time. 

Q You said, as a matter of fact, you counted up to 

about $70,000 living expenses and $60,000 legal fees,, somethin 

lil~e that? 

A Whatever it was. 

Q 

A 

Q 

Does that sound about right? 

I would guess 50 or 60. 

And a few days after this conversation with Mr. O'Br en 

you received a package of cash amounting to $75,0007 

A Yes, sir. 

DV 

NOTE: THIS PAGE CONTAINED THE ABOVE DELETION WHEN IT WAS RECEIVED BY THE 
. COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY • 
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111 

r,a::'.ages, did you receive another delivery of caah? 

L : I A 
i ,r. I did. I received a final delivery of cash. ;,le 
I . 

.i I livery, 

After that $50,000, you received only one more de

is that correct? 

5 

10 

11 

12. 

13 

14 

1li 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And that was for $75,000? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And can you remember the.approximate date of that 

delivery? 

A I would place it as on or about the 20th of March. 

Q On or about the 20th of March? 

A Of this year. 

Q Of 1973, is that correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And that followed by a period of about a weeK or so, 

did it, after your private conversation with Mr. O'Brien about 

which you previously testified today? 

A Yes, sir, it did. 

Q And what did you do with that $75,000? 

A I had the checks issued in the amount of $60,000 to 

Mr. Bittman and I placed the rest of the money -- made it 

availa~le to the household for the household expenditures. 

Q How did you receive that $75.ooo·, ! 
1 

A Under the same circumstances, the same delivery rnethqd. 
I 

I got the telephone -- to be specific, I received a telephone 1 

L)V 
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71.6 E. HOWARD HUNT TESTIMONY, JULY 17, 19 73 , WATERGATE GRAND J URY, 112 
95 111-12 

call from Mr. Bittman indicating he had an envelope at hi.~ 

house -- we only live about: a mile apart. I drove over, I 

believe, in the morning to pick it up before he left for the 

office; received the envelope unopened from him; drove back to 

my home; opened the envelope; counted the money. 

Q Did you receive · any other cash deliveries or cash 

I 
or packages of cash in addition to those that you have told thd 

Grand Jury about, during the period December 8th to, let's 

April 15., 1973? 

I 
sayJ 

A I was incarcerated on March 23rd. 

MR. FRAMPTON. Fine. I'm finished. Those are all 

the questions. Thank you, Mr. Hunt. Could you step outside 

for just a moment, please, and I'll ask the Grand Jurors if 

they have any questions. 

(Whereupon, the witness left the Grand 
.Jury Room.) 

I 

(Whereupon, the witness returned to th1 
Grand Jury Room.) ! 

i 

MR. FRAMPTON: Mr. Hunt, you underst:and that you're 

l!I still under oath? 

20 I 

21 

22 

THE WITNESS: Yes; sir. 

MR. FRAMPTON: Mr. Foreman, are there some question:: 

that either you or other members of the Grand Jury would lik ·-= 

to ask Mr. Hunt? 

THE FOREMAN: Mr. Hunt, you indicated, during you= 

testimony, that you had some involvement or some particioatio :: 

DV 
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I\\ r::Q Now,. did I!r. :Mitchell, at th .. ,.t tine, indicate t'.J 
ii 

2 i you, one way or another, whether Hr. Hunt would be paid? 

I 
3 A No, he did not. 

4 

5 

6 

71 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 I 
21 I 

Q 

LaRue? 

A 

Q 

A 

Thereafter, did you have a. co:i.versation with Hr. 

Yes, I did. 

And what was the subst~nce of that conversation? 

Mr. La.Rue wanted to kncr.4 what I was going to do 

about the problem that had raised, and I told him, nothing; 

that I was out of that business. 

He then asked me what I thought he should do and 

I told him I thought he ought to talk to Mitchell about it. 

Q Now, after the meeting on the 21st with the Presi-

dent and, for a portion, Mr. Haldeman, did you learn from 

anyone whether Mr. 'Mitchell had been contacted with respect 

to comi[Jg down to Washington and meeting with you and Mr. 

Haldeman and the President and Mr. Ehrlichman? 

roan. 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes, I did. 

And when did you learn that? 

Sometime on the 21st, I learned it from Mr. Halde-

Originally, it had been hoped that Mr. Mitchell could 

22 i 
j come down immediately but, for so~~ reason, he couldn't cone 
I 

23
1.! [ down until the next mornlng. So a meeting was scheduled foe 

24 !I the next mornin.;. 
Ii , 

25 !i Q Now, late~ on in the day, on the 21st, you had~ 

DV 
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1630 

l\f r. )frrcH=:c.r.. Yes, sir. 
Mr. D.J.s.a:. Sow, when did you leave your position. as the director 

of the campaign~ 
~fr. :\IrTc1l.ELL. On the 1st of July 197~. 
:Mr. D.c1sH. And when.you left, you were a.ware, ,,ere you not, that 

Mr. "i\Iagmder was staying on as deputy director of the ca.mpaign. 
:Mr. :OlrrcHELL. Yes, he sta.~;ed on as ::\fr. ::\facGregor~s deputy. 
Mr. D.cl.SH. And were you not a.ware:when you. were leaving tha.t 1Ir. 

M~crruder at least faced some serious oroblem of being indicted on the 
break-in of the Democntic :Kationaf Committee headquarters as of 
JulyH 

~fr. )[rrcm:u.. .As of July 1 ! I think that was :i potenti:tl, yes. 
l.fr. D~a. Xow, you did meet with the President on June 30, 1972, 

just ~fore you left . ..!.s I underst:md, you had lunch with the Presi-
dm~ · 

].fr. ~.frrcE:n.L. That is correct, sir. 
Mr. DASH. Did you think it your duty to tell the President at that 

lunch before you left that the man who was playing such a. key role in 
hls campaign, ~!~rrruder, had such a. problem that he might be indicted 
for the break-in of the Democratic National Committee headqu::1.rters? 

Mr. )frrcHELL- :lir. Dash, I think you and I ha.'V'e gone over to the 
point where ,ve h~1.ve established that the "'hite House horror stories . 
had come out in connection with the problem at that particub, time 
and there wasn't the question of lifting of the tent slightly in order 
to get wit~ respect ~o one indi,idu:il or :mothec; it "as a. keeping the lid 
on and no mformnhon volunteered. . 

Mr~ DASH. E'V'en if the lid had been kept on the so-called 1Vhite House 
horrors, wouldn't it be ,ery embarrassing to the President of the 
United States ·in-his -effort to be reelected if his deputy campaign di
rector was indicted in the break-in of the Democratic N a.tional Com
.in'ittee headquarters? 

:Mr. :OfITCHELL. I don·t think :ts far as the Water~te was concerned, 
there was a hell of a lot of difference between the deputy campui.gn 
director and the counsel for the finance committee and the securitv 
officer. Quite franklv. as far as the 1"\""ater!!ate was concerned. th:i.t w:is 
already ·a public i5S~le; Jt l>:tS foe parties.that ~ere in,;olved. 

Ii )Ir. D.\SH. Titere came a time. did there .not, :\Ir. }[itchell, that the 
pressures for money by the defendants or by )fr. Hunt increased? 

1'\?ould you tell us what ~ou know about that? 
~fr. l\(ITCHELL. Well. I am not sure, }fr. D,1.Sh~ that I can tell you ,ery 

much about them oth~r than the fact th:it somewhere alonz i..'1 the fall. 
)fr. Hunt had a telephone conn~rsation with :\fr. Col:3on, "hich. I 
think, co,ered the snbiert m:itter and then hter on. as I recall. :.[r. 
Denn has cot in the record a letter from )fr. Hunt to )[r. Col:3on. wf".ich 
I thi.nk i,,' quite Sll!:!!'esci....-e of the fact that he '-':1s bein~ abandoned. 

Then I hf'anl hter on. in }fan-h nf this ,;e:1r. rht're "ere or:i.l ~0m

mun1r ,ttion,, from eith':'r H•rnt or his :tttornt',. reh,in<: tn rPnt!e,~s for 
leQ"·al fees and ;:o forth. which n-ere-ro!T:mnnirat,,r1 to thi" Y\11i.te Hnu~. 

·:;\fr. D .,:-rr. Ho\\- did '\-nu hear ;th,,::r tht.> )(,trc-h rPq,:t>:at? 
)fr_ )[n,Hn,r .. Thi? )far!'h rrqm•st? I think I prnh :1:,l\· ht>:trd :1bont 

it thron•Yh :Hr. L1 Rn,,. if mv ~~mn:\· sern~;; me, r:!.!'ht. 
}fr. D .,;;;r . Dn \'Oll knnw !10\<;" nlilC!i TI!Olle'; W;\S :!dllali, b :-in2: rt'-

q11este11 :1.t that.tim .. ,? · · · 
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16-31 

l\Ir. )[ITC.HELL. I can~t reall-v !:ell ,ou about. the morn~n ac:-055 this 
period of time. It !:~ms to me chat the ..)farch request had- som~ amount 
in the area of ;3,5.01)0 TI"hich .:\Ir. LaRue described to me. that \HS being 
requested by coun5el for their legal fees in connection with the rep
resentation of )fr. Hunt. 
. Jfr. DASH. Diel }[r. La Rue ask you ;c-hat yonr opmron n-as or whether 
he-should pay that amount of monPy to :Mr. Hunt or his counsel 1 

lfr. llrrCHEU.. ~Ir. LaRue, to the best of my recollection. put it in 
this conten: I hase got this request, I have talked to .John Dean over 
at the 1Vhite House. they are not in the money business any more, 
what would you do if you were in my shoes and h"llow.in:;! that he made 
prior payments?! said, if I ;c-ere you. I .roulcl continue and I would 
make the payment. 

}fr_ D.\SH. And in that ad,;ce to ~Ir. LaRue, I take it, .ras the con
sideration that unless that payment was made, :\fr~ Huntmight in fact 
uncover the so-called 'White Hou::e horror stories. . 

:Mr. l\1ITCKELL. )Ir. Dash, I don:t know how you can mol"e from the 
fact that l\Ir. LaRue told me that it ,ms for legal fees to the point 
-where we are uncm·ering the :lYhite House horror stories. It may be 
there-a I don't know. 

Mr. DASH. Didn't that enter your mind, t:\le pressure from Jir. Hunt, 
the fact that you indicated there w~re requests and former pressures 
·formoney,tothe--- . 

L 
l\Ir. l\I!TCHELL. I don!t think, )fr. Dash, that in )farch of 1973, those 

things were entering my mind, because I think ns you are we1l a.ware 
· from other testimony, I had refused to even consider raising money for 

these purposes n long time before that. · 
l!r. D.\SH. But yon are aware that there "'."O.S a. sum of money a:mil

ah1e for thttt at the '.White House, 'Were you not? 
}Ir. l\Irrctu:r.r.. I was aware that there had been one ut one time, but 

I didn"t:kno,, how far Liddv had gotten into that pa rticttlar fund. 
Mr. D.\SH. Since the $350,000 ·had come over from the Committee 

for the Re-Election of the President to the °\V:hite House-
lUr. ~Irrc:m:u .. Th:it is the only fund I was aware of, yes. 
Mr. DASH. 1'\11y, }fr. ~Iitchell, did you refuse around that time to 

raise an:y money for the payment of these fees~ 
Mr. l\IrTCHELL. TVelLnot only around that time. but a.I! other- times. 

I have ne,·er raised a.ny money for anything and I was not abont to 
start for that particnhr purpose. . 

Mr. D.\sH. Did yon ever make any sufrzestions that the money that 
shouid·be-llsed for that purpose --:is the $330,000? 

Mr. ~frrcnr.r.t.. ~ o, to the best of m, recollection. I h:l.d it con ,ers::i.
tion .rith ::\Ir. L:1Rue. I am sure :it his instance. not mine. in v;hich he 
pointed out that the fonds, wh:1ten•r ~ource thev "ere, fa:1.t he had for 
the support of _:rncl the p:1yment of h,;,yers' fees of th<.1se. indi\-idu:1ls. 
had run out.. dtd I l-...1on-wht>ther there was :im- other mone,··~ And I 
Sll~!!este<l that ma vbe YOll O~t!:;ht (0 c:~l ! o,er rn th,:, ,vhtte Hottse and see 
if the S:>~0.000 thiit h;d lv'>:>:1 sitrin<:!" on~r there since .:\pr:l ,;,.·:1s av:-:.il
able for the purpose. I un<lr~r:1r:c! tiut he did so. 

~fr. D.\SH. Do von rPrall :1tr0:1di:-t'.:'.' a meetin.c; in ~fann:try \,irh )[r. 
Kalmbach and :\fr. ne:rn in which yotl :~:oke,-1 ).fr. Kab1li:ic1l to h~lp 
raise money for thP:o,' Jt,_:.;:t1 f,'t's :liccl surport of famili<'" '. Th:1t G~c1,rrell 
inJann:i.ry l'.l'i:~. 
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72. On April 17, 1973 the President issued the following 

public statement: 

On March 21, as a result of serious charges 
which came to my attention, some of which were 
publicly reported, I began intensive new 
inquiries into this whole matter, 

In his address to the nation of April 30, 1973 the 

President stated that in March 1973 he received new information 

regarding the involvement of members of the White House staff in 

the Watergate affair, and that: 

As a result, on March 21, I personally assumed 
the responsibility for coordinating intensive new 
inquiries into the matter, and I personally ordered 
those conducting the investigations to get all the 
facts and to report them directly to me, right here 
in this office. 

Page 

72.1 President Nixon remarks, April 17, 
1973, 9 Presidential Documents 387 •• , •• ,, •• ,1240 

72.2 President Nixon address to the nation, 
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F-~~ a te:; m t·.-rpi,ir:t: O~t,:1.,.u 26. 1.97;; 

;\{Rs. Jo t;£TT SHOUSE, of Washington, D.C., busincs5 and civic 
leader, Washington, D .C. 

J ou,; T. Co>1NOR, of Morri stown, N.J-, pr~sident :ind chief cxecu• 
ti\'e officer, Allied Chemical Corp., New York, N.\ •.; and former 
Sec rda.ry or Commerce . 

For a term expir ing October 26, 1974 

;\!1Tc1t£LL I. MFARSKI, of Bloomfield Hills, .Mich., chairm:in of the 
· bo~rd, president, and treasurer, Aactron, Inc., .Madison Heights, 

Mich . 
W1LL!E L . LEFTWICH, of Washington, n_c., attorney, Hudson and 

Leftwich, Washington , D.C. . 

The President also announced the designation of ?\fr. 
Quesada to serve as Chairman and Mr. Bruckmann to 
serve as Vice Chairman of the Board of Directors of the 
Penmylvania Avenue Development Corporation. 

In addition to the eight members appointed by the 
President the Board of Directors also consists of the fol
lowing: Secretary of the Interior, Secretary of the Treas
ury, Secretary of Housing and Urban Development, Secre
tary of Transportation, Administrator of General Services, 
Commissioner of the District of Columbia, and the Chair
man of the Di~trict of Columbia Council. The eight mem
bers appointed by the President will serve terms of 6 years 
once the initial staggeri:d terms have expired . 

The Pennsylvania Avenue · Development Corporation 
was established by the Pennsylvania Avenue Development 
Act of 19i2 (Public Law 92-578) to provide for the prep
aration and carrying out of a development plan for the 
area between the White House and the Capitol. 

The \,Vatergate Investigation 

The President's Remarks Announcing Developments and 
Procedures To Be Followed in Connectio-n with the 
Investigation. April 17, 1973 

Ladies and gentlemen: 
I have two announcements to make. Because of their 

technical nature, I shall read both of the announcements 
to the members of the press corps. 

The first announcement relates to the appearance of 
White House people before the Senate Select Committee, 
better known as the Ervin Committee . 

For several weeJ..-s, Senator Ervin and Senator Baker 
and their counsel have been in contact with White House 
representatives John Ehrlichman and Leonard Garment. 
They have been talking about ground rules which would 
preserve the separation of power.; without suppressing the 
facts. 

l believe now an agreement has been reached which 
i, ,at isfactory -to both sides. The committee ground rules 

as adop,ed, totally p.c:serve the doctrine of s,~pararion of 
powers. They provide that the appearance by a witncs., 
may, in the first instance, be in executive session, if 
appropriate. 

Second, executive privilege is e.'tpres;;ly rcservro and 
may be asserted during the course of the questioning as 
to any question . . 

Now, much has been made of the issue as to whether 
the proceedings could be tcle\iscd. To me, this has never 
been a central issue, espcciall)i if the separation of powers 
problem is otherwi;;e solved, as I now think. it is. 

All members of the White House Staff will appear vol
untarily when requested by the committee. They will tes
tify under oath, and they will answer fully all proper 
questions. 

I should point out that this arrangement is one that 
covers this hearing only in which wrongdoing has been 
charged. This kind of arrangement, of course, would not 
apply to other hearings. Each of them will be co;;.sidered 
on its merits. 

My second announcement concerns the '\-Vatergate case 

. ;~
1
tarch 21, as a result of serious charges which came 

my attention, some of which were publicly reported, 
began intensive new inquiries into this who!~ matter. 
Last Sunday afternoon, the Attorney General, Assistant 

Attorney General Peterson, and I met at length in the 
EOB to review the facts which had come to me in my 
investigation and also to review the progress of the Depart
ment of Justice investigation. 

I can report today that there have been major develop
ments in the case concerning which it would be improper 
to be more specific now, except to say that real progress 
has been made in finding the truth. 

If any person in the executive branch or in the Govern
ment is indicted by the grand jury, my policy will be to im
mediately suspend him. If he is convicted, he will, of 
course, be automatically discharged. 

I have expressed to the appropriate authorities my view 
that no individual holding, in the past or at present, a 
position of major importance in the Administr:i.tion s.'iould 
be given immunity from prosecution. 

The judicial process is moving ahead as it should, and 
I shall aid it in all appropriate ways and have so infonned 
the appropriate authorities. 

As I have said before and I have said throughout this 
entire matter, all Government employees and especially 
White House Staff employees are c.xpected fully to co
operate in this matter. I condemn any attempts to co,·er 
up in this case, no matter who is involved. 

Th:rnk you. 

;-;on : The Pre siden't spok ~ a t 4 :4'.? p .m. in t!ic Briefin~ Rv0m a.l 

the White House. 

Vol~m• 9-Number 16 
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~1J cvicknce with the appropriate authorities, and I 
should spend the time necessary in relation thereto. 

One of the toughest problems we have in this life is in 
seeing the difference between the apparent and the real, 
and in basing our actions only on that which is real. We 
;:lJ must do that more than we do. I have confidence in the 
ultimate prevalence of trnth; I intend to do what I can to 
speed truth's discovery. 

gc,:,d people of :!bility th:i.t I am co:1fident a tramition of 
my responsiBilities can be affected without loss of progress. 
I "·ili do all I can to assist in accomplishing the transition. 

Therefore, Mr. President, I submit to you my resigna
tion. There are on the Domestic Council staff so many 

Yours sincerely, 
JOHN D. EHRUCH?.tAN, 

A:;si.;lant lo t/,e President. 

[The P~•ident, the White House, Washington, D.C.J 

xo,t: For a statement by the President announcing the resignation>, 
s•e L',e preceding item. For the President's addreu to the Nation, 
see :he f-,Howing item. 

r THE WATERGATE INVESTIGATION 

bdnzt's Address to the Nation. April 30, 1973 

Good evening: 
I want to talk to you tonight from my heart on a subject of deep 

concern to every American. 
In recent months, members of my Administration and officials of 

the Committee for the Re-election of the President-including some of 
my closest friends and most trusted aides-have been charged with 
involvement in what has come to be known as the \Vatergate affair. These 
include charges of illegal activity during and preceding the 1972 Presi
dential election and charges that responsible officials participated in 
efforts to cover up that illegal activity. 

The inevitable result of these charges has been to raise serious 
questions about the integrity of the White House itself. Tonight I ·wish 
to address those questions. 

Last June 17, while I was in Florida trying to get a few days rest 
after my visit to Moscow, I first learned from news reports of the \Vater
gate break-in. I was appalled at this senseless, illegal action, and I was 
shocked to learn that employees of the Re-election Committee were 
apparently among those guilty. I immediately ordered an investigation 
by appropriate Government authorities. On September 15, as you will 
recall, indictments were brought against seven defendants in the case. 

As the investigations went f01ward, I repeatedly asked those con
ducting the investigation whether there was any reason to believe that 
members of my Administration were in any way involved. I received 
repeated assurances that there were not. Because of these continuing 
reassurances, because I believed the reports I was getting,.because I had 
faith in the persons from whom I was getting them, I discounted the 
stories in the press that appeared to implicate members of my Adminis
tration or other officials of the campaign committee. 

U~til March of this year, I remained convinced that the denials were 
true and that the charges of involvement by members of the White House 
Staff were false. The comments I made during this period, and the com
ments made by my Pre:;s Secretary in my behalf. \n~re based on tht> infor
mation provided to us at the time \1·r' made tho,e comment5. However, 
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new informatic,n then came to me ,,;hir::n persuaded.me that there was a 
real possibility that some of these charges were true, and suggesting further 
that there had been an effort to conceal the facts both from the public, 
from you, and from me. 

As a result, on March 21, I personally assumed the responsibility 
coordinating intensive new inquiries into the matter, and I personally 
ered those conducting the investigations to get all the facts and to 
ort them directly to me, right here in this office. 

I again ordered that all persons in the Government or at the Re
election Committee should cooperate fully with rhe FBI, the prosecutors, 
and the grand jury. I also ordered that anyone who refused to cooperate 
in telling the truth would be asked to resign from government service. 
And, with ground rules adopted that would preserve the basic consti
tutional separation of powers between the Congres.s and the Presidency, 
I directed that members of the White House Staff should appear and 
testify voluntarily under oath before the Senate committee which was 
investigating Watergate. 

I was determined that we should get to the bottom of the matter, and 
that the truth should be fully brought out-no matter who was involved. 

At the same time, I was determined not to take precipitate action, 
and to avoid, if at all possible, any action that would appear to reflect on 
innoce!).t people. I wanted to be fair. But I knew that in the final analysis, 
the integrity of this office-public faith in the integrity of this office
would have to take priority over all personal considerations. 

Today, in one of the most difficult decisions of my Presidt".ncy, I 
accepted the resignations of two of my closest associates in the White 
House-Bob Haldeman, John Ehrlichman-two of the finest public 
servants it has been my privilege to know. 

I want to stress that in accepting these resignations, I mean to leave 
no implication whatever of personal wrongdoing on their part, and I leave 
no implication tonight of implication on the part of others who have been 
charged -in this matter. But in matters as sensitive as guarding the integrity 
of our democratic process, it is essential not only that rigorous legal and 
ethical standards be observed, but also that the public, you, have total 
confidence that they are both being observed and enforced by those in 
authority and particularly by the President of the United States. They 
agreed with me that this move was necessary in order to restore that 
confidence. 

Because Attorney General Kleindienst-though a distinguished pub
lic se.rvant, my personal friend for 20 years, with no personal involvement 
whatever in this matter-has been a close personal and professional asso
ciate of some of those who are involved in this case, he and I both felt 
that it was also necessary to name a new Attorney General. 

The Counsel to the President, John Dean, has also resigned. 
As the new Attorney General, I have today named Elliot Richardson, 

a man of unimpeachable integrity and rigorously high principle. I have 
directed him to do everything necessary to ensure that the Department 
of Justice has the confidence and the trust of every law abiding person 
in this country. 

I have given him absolute authority to make all decisions bearing 
upon the prosecution of the Watergate case and related matters. I have 
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73. On the evening of March 2l, 1973 the President dictated his 

recollections of the events that had occurred on that day. 

73.1 Dictabelt recording of the President~s 
recollections of March 21, 1973, and 
House Judiciary Committee transcript 

Page 

thereof . ........................................ . 1244 
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73.1 TRANSCRIPT OF DICTABELT RECORDING OF THE PRESIDENT'S 
RECOLLECTIONS OF MARCH 21., 1973., 1-5 

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE IMPEACHMENT INQUIRY STAFF 

FOR THE 

HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

OF THE PRESIDENT'S CASETTE RECORDING 

OF HIS RECOLLECTIONS OF MARCH 21, 1973 
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75 .1 TRANSCRIPT OF DICTABELT RECORDING OF THE PRESIDENT'S 
RECOLLECTIONS OF MARCH 211 1973 1 1-5 

PRESIDENT: 

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE IMPEACHMENT INQUIRY 
STAFF FOR THE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE OF THE 
PRESIDENT'S CASETTE RECORDING OF HIS RECOLLEC
TIONS OF MARC:tt_2_1__,,,'--1_9_73_. ----------

As far as the day was concerned it was relatively uneventful except 

for the, uh, talk with Dean. Dean, really in effect let it all hang out 

when he said there was a can cerous growth around the President that 

simply was going to continue to grow and that we had probably to cut it 

out now rather than let it grow and destroy us later. He obviously is 

very depressed and doesn't really see anything--other course of action 

open, but to, uh, mov~ to le t the, uh, the facts out. Paragraph. 

As I examined him it, uh, seems that he feels even he would be 

guilty of some, uh, criminal pra--, uh, liability, due to the fact that 

he, uh, participated in the actions which, uh, resulted in taking care 

of the defendants, while they were, uh, under trial. Uh, as he pointed 

out, uh, what is causing him concern is that every one of the various 

participants is now getting his own counsel and that this is going to 

cause considerable problems, because it will be each man for himself, 

and, uh, one will not be afraid to rat on the other. As a matter of 

fact, uh, Haldeman backed him up in this respect, when, uh, he mentioned 

the fact that, uh, even Magruder would, uh, bring Haldeman down if he, 

would, uh, if he felt that he himself was to go down. Haldeman said he 

agreed, Uh, the Haldeman se l ection on Magruder is still a very hard one 

for me to figure out. He was, he's made very few mistakes, but this is 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF MARCH 21, 1973 • 1-5 

one case where Rose was right, He picked ,,a rather weak man, who had 

all the appearance of character, but who really lacks it when the, uh, 

chips are down. It seemed to me in my talk with Dean that the idea of 

a Grand Jury had, uh, much to, uh, be said for it. Yet after he, 

Haldeman and Ehrlichman had met they came back and said they'd been 

around the track and felt that that would be a mistake, Ehrlichman 

did not feel, for example, that a Grand Jury or some sort of a special 

panel which Dean thought could be set up, uh, would be able to grant 

immunity. Uh, the Grand Jury appealed to me because, uh, it seemed to 

me this would be much better to have the White House, uh, people appear 

before a Grand Jury with some rules of evidence than to, uh, be forced, 

uh, eventually to appear before a Conunittee of the Congress, where there 

would be none. Of course, the other option is for them not to appear at 

all, but this puts the buck right back on the President, as Dean pointed 

out, and leaves, uh, not only the aura of cover-up but also the, uh, 

very great danger that somebody like H-- Hunt is going to blow. Paragraph. 

Hunt seems to be a real problem according to, uh, Dean. What really 

concerned him was that somebody approached him, Hunt's lawyer, at some 

party and said that Hunt needed a hundred and -- thousand dollars or so 

to pay his lawyer and handle other things or he was going to have some 

things to say that would be very detrimental to Colson and Ehrlichman, et 

al. This is, uh, Dean recognizes as pure blackmail. Of course, Hunt's 

in a pretty bad position on this because it would expose him to another 

-2-
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charge, but I suppose that what he might be figure is that if he, uh, 

turns state's evidence he could, uh, go free himself. Paragraph. 

I feel for all of the people involved here, because they were all, 

as I pointed out to them in the meeting in the EOB this afternoon, 

involved for the very best of motives. Uh, I don't think that, uh, 

certainly Haldeman or Ehrlichman had any idea about bugging, I, I and 

of course know Dean didn't. He in fact pointed out that when, uh, Liddy 

had first presented this scheme it was so wild that Mitchell sat puffing 

his pipe rather chuck or rather, uh, chuckling all the while, that 

Dean had then pointed out, uh, later to Ehrlichman that, uh, to, uh, 

Mitchell that they had to get off of this kick right away. Uh, then 

came the, uh, real cruncher: Apparently what had happened is that Colson, 

with Liddy and Hunt in his office, called Magruder and told him in 

February to get off his ass and start doing something about, uh, setting 

up some kind of an operation. Uh, this involvement by Colson, of course, 

is, uh, uh, was perhaps the very best intention and it may be that he is 

telling the literal truth, when he says he doesn't know what they were 

going to do in terms of bugging, etcetera. Yet, uh, Colson was always 

pushing terribly hard for action, and in this .instance, uh, pushed so hard 

that, uh, Liddy et al, following their natural inclinations, uh, went, 

uh, the extra step which got them into serious trouble. Period. Paragraph. 

I learned for the first time that, uh, Ehrlichman apparently had 

sent Hunt and his crew out to check into Ellsberg, uh, to see something 

-3-
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about his, uh, check something about his, uh, uh, psychiatric problem 

with his doctor, or something like that. That seemed to me to be a very 

curious junket for, uh, Ehrlichman to be involved .in. Ehrlichman says 

that, uh, he was three or four steps away from it, but apparently Krogh 

has a problem here because Krogh did answer one question to the effect 

that he did not know the Cubans, which, of course, puts him in a straight 

position of perjury. This of course would-be a terrible tragedy because 

Krogh, uh, was involved in national security work at the time, had nothing 

whatever to do with Watergate and the whole Ellsberg business, uh, was 

something was undertaken solely for the purpose of, uh, attempting to get 

information which would be helpful · in, uh, working up some of the Govern

ment's case, uh, on the, uh, Pentagon papers. It seems that Strachan has 

been a real, uh, courageous fellow through all this. He apparently 

certainly had knowledge of the informa-- of the matter, and, uh, according 

to uh, uh, uh, Dean, uh, Strachan apparently transferred the $300,000 or so 

that Haldeman had 1-- that was left to Haldeman after the 1969 campaign --

168 campaign -- had transferred it back to the Committee. Uh, I don't think 

that this is the problem that Dean seems to think it is, but of course 

he's has to warn against every loose end that might come out, particularly 

in view of some of the things that have come out up to this point. They 

are going to meet with Mitchell in the morning, and I, uh, hope that Mitchell 

will really put his mind to this thing and perhaps out of it all can come 

so -- some sort of a course of action we can follow. Uh, it seems to me 

-4-
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just to hunker down without making any kind of a statement is really, 

uh, too dangerous as far as the President -- (57 second silence] I 

got over to the house quite late --

(1249) 



• 



74. On the morning of March 22, 1973 at 11:00 a.m. R.R. Haldeman, 

John Ehrlichman, John Mitchell and Jdhn Dean met in Haldeman's office. 

Hlademan, Ehrlichman and Dean have testified that at this time Mitchell 

indicated that E. Howard Hunt was not a "problem any longer." Mitchell 

has denied making such a statement. At this meeting, according to 

Ehrlichman and Haldeman, Mitchell stated that the Administration's 

rigid .executive privilege policy was untenable, both from a legal and 

from a political standpoint, because it appeared to the public to be a 

cover-up on the part of the President. Haldeman testified that most of 

the discussion at the meeting concerned approaches to dealing with the 

situation, rather than a review of the facts. 
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74.2 JOHN EHRLICHMAN LOG, MARCH 22, 1973 

'iV r.· ;' ''-. '7'·~; lJ '-\- v· ~d ,\ :) 1.'".! ·;, ; l o 7 ·) 
, . '.:. . • .. ) :.. ~.,.:...._ • ._.. - - ... • ;.,- - .:_\,, . J :..1, o..J :.. _ , ___ , __ _ 

C' • ·1 ... 
u . • ::J ER H o.f.fi.,:: e 

c------ ···-- -~-
9:00 Pcesid..::!:!.C -------- .. --.- -.. ' ._ ..... 
11 :00 ~\..!.O-=rt: .'..""!.a.1.l, .. ~\.ssi.st ::.!.nt Secretar:r 0£ Dc:fo!l;; ~J I::::t:::ll~g'C!~c~ 

11 :45 Ca..:- at ,;:,;est ba.s ernent 

12:00 Congressman Jack Kem? . 
1:00 Lunch in ~less with Cole 

2 ;4.::::.5'--------D....,a ... -.,..v-· cL_Young , 
3: _00 Bernard EiJ.enbrand (NAGO), Jim Falk 

V 3:45"'."6 HRH, John Dear.. 
6:00 · Bud Krogh 
7:00 .Nietropolitan Club - Gene Bradley dinner 

/ 
THURSDAY, i\tIARCH 22, 1973 

~· 
8:30 Sub-Cabinet briefing - 450 EOB 

(!1 .... :.0::..0=------H==;R.:..:H office - _Dean, lviitch..e;ll 
11:45 Car at west basement 
12:40 Sec. Shultz 1 plane arrival (Mrs. E on plane) - Andrews · 

3:15 Secretary Shultz 
3:45 President, Shultz 

/ FRIDAY, MARCH 23, 1973 
v' -1-1-:4-5-~- ___ P_r_e_s_i_d-'e-n-t-'--

------=--=-' 
1:00 Depart west baseme :nt 

l :30 Depart .Andrews, Jets tar 4200 

3:00 
5:30 
7:00 
Stay 

(Mr. and :iYirs. E, Hullins, Zieglers, Gladden) 
Arrive Offutt AFB, Omah.a {engine trouble) 
· Depart Offutt 
Arrive San Francisco 
Clift Hotel 

MONDAY, M..!\.RCH 26, 1973 

9:00 

1 :50 
2:20 
5:q,O 

Depart San F~aecisco 
( "(;"'! rl"' .... h :I~..., '"') TT 1,• .... r:1 dd } ..... n-J.1~ • .rn-.1 • .:i t..:> , .1.""!.U-.1.1n"', 0 a -~n 
Arrive Ka.nsa.s- City (:?o!'oes) 
Depart Kans?.s City 
Arrive Dulles, P2._g;;! .1~L!:v;~ys 
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JURY~ 17 18 17 

1 I r.iceting with ?l;.r. Halde:::.:m and Hr, L'1rlick,~n, die! y~u not? 

2 

3 

A 

Q 

Yes, I did. 

During the course of that ceeting. was there any 

4 discussion about what your preference n.ight be as to Hr. 

5 Mitchell's future actions? 

6 A Yes. there was. The nature of that conversation 

7 was tqat it was felt th;:it Mr. Mitchell should be the one to 

8 step foNard and stand responsible for the entire lfotergate 

9 matter and that, if he did• the problems that had occurred 

10 after June 17th would dissipate themselves and there would 

11 be a satisfaction with somebody that was standing accountable 

12 for the matter. 

13 In other words, a big enough fish would have beerL 

14 caught that the problem would have been resolved. 

15 Q In other words, that would have taken public opinion! 

16 away from what might have occurred after the break-in, in 

17 connection with the so-called cover-up? 

18 

19 

A 

Q 

That is correct, 

Now, on the 22nd of March, in the morning. did you 

20 attend a meeting with Mr. Haldeman, Mr. Ehrlichman and Mr. 

21 Mitchell? 

22 A Yes, I did attend such a meeting. 

231 Q Where did that take place? 

241 A In Mr. Haldeman's office. 

25 I Q Do you recall any reference being made to Mr. Hunt's 

O\I 
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10 

11 
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IS 

16 

17 

A Ye~. I do recall very well the circu::ist~nccG. It 

u.:is just as the r.::eetf.ng was atnrting. The pz>.rt:icipant.:; -

the fo~r of u~ -- were seated in the four chairs in front of 

Hr. Haldero:rn' & fireplace and Mr. Mitchell was directly ac:::'.oss 

froo Hr. Ehrlich::ian and I uas directly across froo l{r. Hal de-

man. 

As we were sitting down, Mr. Ehrliclc.:1n had. in sor · 

of an off'n.and -- not particular focusing anyone's attention 

on it -- canner, but something that everyone could clearly 

hear, to Mr. Mitchell or just o;,enly to the air> that he 

wondered about Mr. Hunt's problem and how that -was -- so::?e

thing to that effect -- and Hr. Y.1.tchell responded,. j·..,,.eC:fotal) •, 

that he didn't think that Mr. Hunt was a problem anyoore. 

Q 

A 

Q 

Was the cattcr dropped at that point? 

That was all that Yas said. 

No-~, was there any discussion ~ith Mr. Mitchell 

18 about Mr. Mitchell coming forth in the manner 'Hhich you had 

19 discussed the previous afternoon? 

20 

24 

25 

A No. There was not. In fact, I had expected t~ 

witness a rather spectacular show th~t corning, '-hen they 

presented this to l~r. Mitchell, and there was not so t?:U::h &s 

a -word mentioned to ?:r. Mitchell th:lt he should acco.:...t io-:: 

himself. 

Q Was some reference made later on during the course 

(1256) 
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3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

2.5 

A Let me raise one other point that is not speci!icall 

I guess in response to that, but very definitely I would 

asswne now relates to it which is that in the meeting with 

John Mitchell, John Dean, John Ehrlichlllan, and myself, in my 

office on March 22nd, which was the day following this, and 

which was when John Mitchell came down for the meeting with 

the President, we met separately before the meeting with the 

President. 

I do recall, and I think I have testified to an 

interchange, as I recall it, between John Dean and .John Mitchel. 

where the question was asked in some way, "What a.bout the Hunt 

problem?•, and Dean saying, •What's the situation with Bunt?•, 

or •What's happened on Hunt' a problem", or something, and Mr. 

Mitchell saying something to the effect of , "Tb.At's no 

problem", or, "That's taken care of", or "That's okay•, or 

something like that. 

There was in no vay, - that I recall, any reference 

to a payment having been made or not been made, or any specif! 

definition that that was what. the Hunt problem was :. 

Looking back · at it now, I assume that it was. 1 

can't confii:m that it was. 

0 Does that not refresh your recollection about your 

conversation with Mr. Mitcl:;ell the previous day on the . tale.:. 

phone in which you invited Mr. Mitchel.! to Washington, and 

more specifically, does it not re~resh your recollection as to 

DV 
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8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

l5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

whether you asked Hr. Mitchell whether he wa• going to do 

something about Mr. Hunt's problem? 

A 

0 

It does not. I don't·recall diacusaing ·that. 

Did you not learn that in substance on March 22.nd, 

that Mr. Hunt's demandhad been in essence acceded to? 

A l wouldn •t say eo, no. The only t:hing is X . .in 

effect overheard a conversation between Mr. Dean and Mr. 

Mitchell, as I just recounted. 

0 You were .all present, meeting together, vere·you 

not? 

A Yes, but in this meeting, as most of t:hese meetings 

are, people are in and out. There are aide discussions. 

People are on the phone during . the meeting, and that sort of. 

thing. 

This·waa a bilaterial conversation between Mr. Dean 

and Mr. Mitchell. 

0 Well, it was fundamental to your meeting on the 22nd 

as to what would be done with Mr .. Bunt, or . vhat position the 

White House would take with respect to Mr. · Hunt. 

A No, that's not: my recollectd.on of the March. 22nd. 

It is not my recollection that that was fundamenta1 or even 

consequential. The points of those di.acusaions cin the 22nd 

were on a much broader ·sub:Jact whi.ch was dealing ri th the 

prime question of White Boul!le, and lio on .. 

O We have · the tape of that aeeting, Hr. Haldeman, vi th 

DV 
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2 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

IS 

16 

17 

18 

19 

the President, but my question, if you listen to 1.t carefully, 

sir, dealt with the purpose of the meeting, dnd if itwaa not 

fundamental that Mr. Hunt's problem or the question of hcr.r to 

deal with Mr. Hunt was not fundamental to your having the 

meeting, and most respectful!y, if it was-stated at the--outae 

of the meeting, which you have testified it was, that Mr. 

Hunt's problem was no longer a problem for the White Bouse in 

essence, then you could move on to other things, could you 

not? 

A No. Let me correct an apparent miaimpression there. 

I don't believe it was stated at the outset. I believe it wu 

something 

meeting. 

as such. 

that came up peripherally during the course of the 

I don't thihk it was a part_of the meeting-discuss! 

My recollection is that this was a aide discussion 

inoidental to the meeting between Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Dean 

at a point where maybe someone else had walked in or out of 

the room, or something like that, or there was a phone call, 

and they were conversing incidentally to the course of thP 

~ .... 
2
~
0
...,seneral. discussion. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q Mr. Bll1demt1n~·. isn't it a fact that in the cOIU'ln, of 

tlle meeting on the 21st with the President, the question of 

whether or not to accede to Mr. Hunt' a moat recent demand was 

a subject of discussion? 

A In the Dean meeting with the President? 

D\i 
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No;.,, you h.:i.J.. th.:i."on.fo=:.:.:.t.ion for t"-::> d.:.yc. ?:·, g-.:ic:: 

tion now is in your meeting wit.'l !-Ir. !1itchel.1 - Mr. r,i.tchell 

Hr. Haldeman and Hr. Dean on March 22 - did you ask ?~r. 

Mitchell whether nunt's :noney proble:::s had been so1vcd? 

A I did not. 

O Okay. Did you get int:o any discussion of the inf or 

mation of the threat or the cor:i::tunication :raade £ro."':1 Mr. Hunt 

t..'lrough somebody, and finall.y Dean to you? 

A I: think I heard such a discussion,. but :r•111 not sure 

It was a very brief passage between Dean and Hiti:hell where 

Dean asked Mitchell, as I recal.l., in.very indirect terms, or 

ht a very indirect way,. i.f tr.at matter had been taken ca.re of 

lihen :I say indirect, :I don't think the WQrd •cunt• 

was used. :r don't think. the word ·b1a.clcllail• was used.. But 

in loo.king back an it, :I assume that that :is the menning o! 

the remark. 

Q What was said,. the J:l&lner or the vords said. ·that 

caused you then and causes you now to re1a1:e that to Hunt's 

threat? 

A Well, that was on my i:dnd at the tiJ:ie- obvi.ously. 

Dean had said he vas 90ing to ta.lk to !titc:he11. .in car conver

sation on ti- ... 20th, so when Dean said, •rs that taken .care of' 

or "Is that ?11atter\.taken care o.t?•, or "Are you "'3rking: on 

that?•, or so~ething: of that kind, :I .assumed that that"s what 

he was tal.k.ing: about. · 

DV 
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I <lid:1 1 t 

2 I 
I 
I 

3

11 
4 ii 

I 

I 

foct there wns nny co=nt at that meeting on t.Cot cuSjcct.~· 

that was the only co=c:nt that I he.::.rd that co:..ltl h.:!.VC relat • 

t+--t-o .... that. I 
5' I 

61 

7 

8 

s II 
10 I 

lI '1 
1% I 

I 
13 

l~ 

15 

]Ii 

11 

18 

19 l 
20 

21 

2"2 

23 ., 

21 ll 
I' 

~51! 
i 

0 Tell the ladies and gentlemen of the Grund Jury t.l\ia,. 
j 

.... f Hr. Ehrlich.'!lan, and if you don't think t.us is a fair ques ... ion, 

then let me •,dt.11draw it. 

On March the 20th, you had bee.."\ tole! of ~,hat you 

ad.nit .shook you, of a threat by Hunt to discl.ose certain 

thinc;s if he didn't get paid what :r would call. a substantial., 

sum of l!Doney. 

You heard, apparentJ.y fro:n what you're telling ee, 

that Dean said in the course of this that he was going to 

ta1k Mitchell about this, right? 

,. Right. 

Q You knew that Mitchel.1 had prompted funclrai.sin<J 

f 
! 

before by virtue of the Kalmbach contact. I 
Two days 1.ater, ~ 

hear Deon"""• = h=• •- colloquy with Mr. MitcheU which I 
1ed you to be1ieve that they were di.scu.ssing tha.t matter. 

Did it occur to you to say, ·Look nen~ now we can 

be getting into a violation ·Of law here if we do something 

like this.• 

Do you consider that a £air question? Do you want 

to share with the Jury your thoughts on that? 

A :tt's a fair question. I bad had that k,ind of a 

ov 
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conversation with Dean alrc;:,<ly in ;;:lich I h.:!.d saic! to hi.;;, 

69 

i 
thu.t r felt that this was blackoail that could not b-e cou::itcn.-j' 

and we ought to just let the chips fall where they 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

l 
0 Did you have this conversation at t..lie ti.r::.e De 

1 

an re- f 
ported this to you or .aome other ti."!!e? 

A No. 

Q 'What other time did you have it? 

A It had to be after. It was after r talked to 

I 
i 
i , 
• I 

Xrogh, and !. think after !. talked to both Krogh and Young be-1 
caused !. wanted to take a look at our hold card. It had been 

a long time since :r had ever thought about the stlhject... 

0 What was the hold card? 

A Well, the question of the P1m:ibers operat:i::m, and I 
the antecedents of it, and how J:1Uch coul.d be exposed h nation-

al. security 111Atters that Bunt had fa::u.llarlty with. 1
1 

You see Bunt vent out of ny line of visicm at some 

t 
point in 1971, and :t was not sure how r:,uch Bant mght have f 
known about some of the things .that particula.rl.y Young bad f 
been involved with, and if he did. go publ.ic on a thing of thij 

. I 
kind, just how much exposure there could be in te...-=.s of da:Lage 

I 

i from the national. security standpoi.Lt, partic:ul.ar1y. 

! was also interested in ey own exposure. So :r 
! 

t:all.ed to both Krogh and Young to find out what Hunt knev, or i 
I 

might think he knew, and hO'W' much they bad shared vi th h.iA on r 
! 

.0\/ 
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so::ie: of th~se t.hing:1 that •,,,, \·,.c:n! :.:t.:..11 concerned abo~t. 

/() 

So I got agsuril.ncc:; fro.-1 !:hco that right after this 

Ellsberg business, that he r.o ion~~r h;id been used .in any of 

these ot_l-1er things, particul=!y Yeung, but that also Kro~h 

h;id J:,ecn involved in later, and. t.'1.at reassnred me 

on t.h~t subject. 

considerabl.;r. 

t 
l 
! I felt after tall~i;1g to both Krogh and Young t..'1at 

:r personal.ly didn't have any pro::il.em, and so it was e.ithe: on! 
I 

I 
the phone or in person, I'r.i not sure which, that I did indicate 

l 
~--1-0-++--to--- Dean t..'1at I thought we ought to just let her go. i 

11 Q Well, when you heard this corn:nent, this conversation 

15 

JG 

17 

IR 

19 

:?O 

21 

between Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Dean on March·. 22, did it occur 

to you to bre~ in t.'1ere and say, •wait a-i:tlnute"? 

f 
t 

A 
' j 

It real.l.y didn't r and as I say,, it was not, a converi 
I 
I 

::::: in which I was. It was so""""1ng . that I sort <>< .,..,,,.1 

0 You were not in t.lie cha.L"'l of conversation?· l 
A 

I 
It was preliminary to our l!leeting, as :r recal.l, whed 

I 
the two of thei:i first came in contact. But :r heai:d this testi.-

1 
t 

mony and I was trying to think back as to what in fact took 

pJ.ace there. :I asked Halcleman a.bout it, and what his reeol.lec;

tion of it was, and I've been trying 

O What was his recolJ.eetion? 

A Much the same as mine,, that- the conversatio::t l.--as 

between Dean and Mit:chel.l.. He identified it as being re.lat~ 

D\r 
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to the z~~jcct, ~nd I an influenced L"l. p~rt by t:!t~~. 

71 

' 0 nave you talked to Hr. Halde;:i= .::bou~ this subjec::.7 j 

Mr. llalc!cman 1,1as aware of this, right7 

I'o zure he was. 

Did you tell hL~ about it7 I 
I 

A 

0 

A I don't Jeno,,, whether I told him about it or SO!!'lebo(!_y 
i 

' ! else did. 

0 Do you know whether a."l.ybody told him in · your pre- i 

sence if you didn't tel.l. him about i.t7 :r gather what you're L . 
saying i.s that you cay have told ~l.deiaan and you.=y not 

have. 

A i: don• t think X to1d hilll,. but X think we talked 

about it. . 
Q All right. So then prior to March 22,. Hr. HAldeman l 

was aware because of his conversation with you of t:h.e threat l 

~--- I 
'- A Be wa.s aware of it. loiheth.er I: taUed to him prior J 

to that time or not, I don't knov because :r have onl.y recent.lli 

discussed with him tbJ.s al.l.egation that yoa read of:f there •. 

Q What .did he say prior to March 22 that: caused you 

to know that he was aware of the threat? 

A He has told JIIB 

now that he was aware of 

since. I woul.d haYe the impresaio:i l 
it and that this remark was sic;ni.fi- : 

' cant to h.ii:i in the light of what e"rl.dentl.:y was his prio:::-

.awareness • 

O\·· 
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Q J!.:, h.::.::: t0lc. you ::ii n ce that. h ~ l:ei!.rd Dean ~=id 

J<itchcll h.:iv e th::.:-; !Jide conversation? 

72 

I 
O lM,d that he was aware at the tL"'le t.1-:iat it concern~(! l 

or he thought at tho time, or assumed at the tir=e t.'1.at it 

co:-icerned the .threat by Hu.ot? 
I 

I 
I 

Yes, but it didn't cor.e quite that way. r askec. hi.":l 

'lohether.he recollected a conversation between Dean and. me at 

that meeting such as Dean testified to, and he said, 

that conversation was between Dean. and Mitchell.• 

! 

i 
I 

J 
Q Did he say anything else that would cause . you to • 

assu.:18 that he was aware of the subject matter and knew what I 
they were talking about? i 

I 
No, but :r as~ from that that he must. have been. i 

! 
A 

X don't think that the convers.ation between Dean ar.d Mi~hell; 
j 

was suffic:1ent1y i.n detail tha.t somebody who wai,n't a-ware of I 
the Cll'Ctll:1Stances would have read ·that into i.t. · That's what 

I'lll trying to say. 

O Which he did? 

A Which evidently he,did by what he has recent1y tel-=. 

me. 

O A1l right. Let me ask you this question. You. d.i:! · 

not, X gather, ask Mitchell whether Hunt's money proble.'lls hZ.::::. 

been .solved, and Mitchell did not respon:i t:o you that he ci::! 

not think it was a probleT11 any further? 

DV 
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Q Dut .:iccording to your tc::iti.-::on:r. so!llething like t.'P': 
! 

was said between Mitchell and De~? I 
l 

A :r think it was less defi.:."!.it.e than that, le!:.s detail.--;-

ed t.1.an that. 

Q You didn't think it was a pro~le!'!I any further, or 

something like that? 

.A I'm not sure that he said that. He did =re than 

just grunt affirmatively, but it wasn't ouch more tha.-1 grunt 

affirmatively. :rt was not an elaho.rate sentence as you have 

:read off there. 

Be save soma Jdnd of an aff.ir.iiati.va, put-off kind 

of a response. 

O Did you know at this til::le, or did yaa 1eaxu a few 

days later, that a package of money, approxhaat:el.y $75,000 

in cash, was delivered to Bunt? 

A No. 

O On or araa:nd March 20 and 21, 1972? 

A No. 

O When did you firs~ hear of t:hat? 

A At the Ervin COCl'llittee hearinCJS. 

A JUROR: 1973. 
I 

.MR. NEAL: I:'m son:y, 1973. :I beg your pardon. The 

money was delivered. in '73. 

THE wrnrzss: :r bad ass=ed and cc:mtiDaed to assume 

DV 
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Senator BAKER. ·would you supply us ,\·ith copies or the original so 
that we could have copies 1 

Mr. HALDE:lL\N. I believe--
Senator BAKER. I understand-has a copy been supplied to the com-

mittee? 
Mr. DASH. It is being reproduced now. 
Senator BAKER. Thank you very much. 
Senator ERVIN. You may proceed with your original statement. 
Mr. Hai.DEMAN. Thank you, sir. 
Mr. Dean, Mr. Ehrlichman, and I met with the President later that 

afternoon of the 21st. That meeting dealt with the questions of the 
grand jury, the Senate committee, and executive privilege in connec
tion with gathering the facts and getting them out. I think there wa.s 
some discussion of Ehrlichman 's theory that everybody should go to 
the grand jury; and Dean's reaction that that would be fine as long 
as we had immunity. Mr. Ehrlichman, as I recall, very strongly shot 
down that thought from Dean saying it did not make any sense at all. 
Dean has testified that he argued that the way to get the tmth out 
would be to send everybody to the grand jury with immunity. That, in 
itself, is rather indicative of the different attitudes. Mr. Ehrlichman 
was arguing for going to the grand jury without immunity in order 
to get the truth out. Mr. Dean was arguing for going to the grand 
jury with immunity to get the truth out. · _ 

I recall an incident after that afternoon meeting that Mr. Dean also 
recalls, but he says it took ph\ce before and he sees it a little bit dif
ferently; I remember that Dean and Ehrlichman and I were standing 
on the top of the steps of the EOB, the Executive Office Building, out.: 
side the President's office. Dean said, sort of thoughtfully, that maybe 
the solution to this whole thing was t-0 draw the wagons around the 
White House and let all the chips fa]l where they may, because that 
would not hurt anyone in the ·white House, nobody hl;lre had a prob
lem-but his question was: 'What would that do in the way of creating 
problems for Mitchell and Magruder? The significance of that com
ment was that it still seemed to be clear in Dean's mind that the prob-
lem did not lie in the White House. 

The next step was the meeting of Mitchell, Ehrlichman, Dean, and 
myself the next day with the President. 

The four of us met first in the morning in my office and had some 
discussion of Dean's report to the President, although not in any de
tail. Most of the discussion was regarding approaches t-0 dealing with 
the situation rather than a review of the facts of the situation. . 

Mitchell turned the discussion to the problem of executive privilege, 
and he argued very strongly that the position the President had taken 

L 
and was maintaining regarding executive privilege appeared to the 

. bpudblic 
1
~ot· be ba dcovebn:

1
1_p on

1 
tJ:ie partdof bthe

1 
fdresidDent and hthat it. ~as 

a po 1 1cs, a pu 1c re at1ons. an a a< 1 ea. ean at t at meet.mg 
agai.r:i ar:gued his idea of everybody going to t.he grand jury with im
mumty m order to get the facts out . 

That was the day the news report was received regarding Pat Gray 
accusing Dean of having been a liar in some report he had given to the 
FBI. That interrupted the meetincr and there was some disci.1ssion 
about it. 

0 
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Mr. EHRLICIDIAN. I do not think he h.,1ew about it either. I inter
viewed Str achan at gr eat length and my notes are here and I asked 
him, because I was trying to find out about .Mr. Hald eman, frankly. 
I said, ' 'Tell me everything you h.,1ow about how Haldeman might be 
tied. into this thing ," and he gav e me four or five instances of some 
contact that Mr. Haldeman might have had with the Water gate busi
ness. There was not a scintilla of a mention of shredding documents 
anywhere in that. 

8enaro r GUR.~EY; ·what you are saying is we may get different testi - . 
mony from the next witness. · 

Mr. EHRLicHMAN. "\Veil, and I am saying, too, that as we sat in this 
March 21 meeting, I do not think Mr. Haldeman or I had any contem
plation that there was going to be a suggestion of our implication. 

Senaror G01t."iEY. Well, now, what did the President say to this 
difference of opinion between you and Dean on immunity 1 

.--- ·Mr. EHRL!CHMAN. He said that he would like to have us have a 
meeting with John Mitchell, and sit down and talk with him not only 
about that, about the basic question of whether staff should appear here 
or at the grand jury or both, but also recasting the administration's 
approach to the question of executive privilege because he knew Mr. 
Mitchell had very strong views on that. 

Sena.tor GURNEY. Did the meeting end on that note~ 
Mr. EHBLICHMAN. Yes,sir. 
1Senator GURNEY. All right. The next day you did have such a meet-

ing, did you not~ 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Yes, we did . 
Senaror GURNEY. With the three of you and Mr . .Mitchell l 
Mr. EHRLICH.MAN. Right, and then that meeting likewise went over 

to the President's office in the afternoon. 
· Senator GURNEY. Will you describe those_ two in~tings i 

Mr. EHRLICHMAN. I was only in a part of the first meeting held in 
Mr. Haldeman's office, that was the day Secretary Shultz came back 
from the monetary conferences and .we were in the midst of a reexam
ination of phase III, the economic program, and I was sent to the 
airport to meet Secretary Shultz, ride back with him in a. helicopter 
and bring him up to date on what the President wanted to meet with 
him about, and arrange for a. time that a.fternoon when the Secretary 
could come over and we could have a. further meeting and get into 
the work that had been in progress during his absence. 

The Under Secretary-I guess it is called Deputy Secretary-of the 
Treasury, Mr. Simon, likewise rode back and we had that session. 

So I joined, I rejoined, excuse me, the Dean-Mitchell-Haldeman: 
meeting, not roo long before it went over to the President's office. 

Senator GUR."iEY. What transpired while you were there¥ 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Sid 
Senator GuRNEY.,.What transpired while you were there i . 
Mr. EHRLICH:MAN. While I was there there was largely a. discussion 

of executive privilege, and Mr. Mitchell's views that the Kleindienst 
testimony or-I do not remember whether he testified, but anyway, 
the admmistration position had been too restrictive, and that it was 
untenable both , he thought, from a legal standpoint and also from a 
political standpoint. . 

(1268) 



74. 7 JOHN EHRLI CHMAN TESTIMONY_. JULY 27_, 30, 1973 _, 
7 SSC 2745~ 2853 

2853 

)fr. Eunuc1-nux. "'\Vell, in any ernnt, the answer to your question 
is that I just really draw a blank on that. It doesn't relate to anything 
I can recall. 

:Mr. "'\VrLSON. :\fay we have it now? 
:Mr. DASH. Yes. I have a copy, if somebody would take it for you 

to peruse. . · · 
Senator ERVIN. If it will refresh your recollection and, if so, I would 

like you to respond. 
:Mr. WILSON. May we keep that? 
}fr. DASH. It is my only copy but I will make a Xerox copy for you. 
:Mr. EHRLICH~!AN. Counsel, I don't recall ever either seeing this 

transcript or--
Mr; DASH. Mr. Wilson, would you like a copy of that i 
Mr. WILSON. Please. 
).fr. DASH. Yon can return it and we will see that you do get a copy. 
You stated a little earlier prior to · my showing you that document 

that )fr. Hunt was making a demand-either I get so much money or 
I will tell this or that. What conceivably could Mr. Hunt have told 1 

Mr. EHRLICH:\-IAN. The way John Dean explained it to me, the threat 
was. in terms of he would tell seamy things about what he did at the 
1Vh1te House for Mr. Krogh and me. Now, I took that to refer to the 
California break-in which is the only thing I could think of that 
would-that he ever did at the 1Vhite House for me of any kind for 
that matter. And I asked Mr. Dean if he knew what this-was about 
and he said he assumed that that is what it was about. 

----- Mr. DASH. Now, do you recall a meeting with Mr. Dean and with 
Mr. :\'Iitchell, I think, probably on )larch 22. Diel you ask l\fr. :Mitchell 
whether or not Hunt's demand had been taken c.are of? 

Mr. EnRLICHltAN. I heard that testified in point of fact, my recollec
tion of that is that that conversation was between Mr. Dean and :Mr. 
Mitchell and it was Mr. Dean saying just, is that matter taken care of, 
without reference to Hunt or anybody, and ~fr. Mitchell sort of grunt-

____ ....,· ng and saying maybe, or I guess so, or something very vague. 
Mr. DASH. Did you learn about that time that in fact Mr. Hunt's 

demand had been taken care of? 
Mr. EHRLTCH:\-!AN. No. In fact it wasn't until the testimony here 

that I "·as aware ofthat. 
Mr. DASH. And did you have any knowledge or awareness of )Ir. 

Fred LaRue's role---
:Mr. EHRLICHMAN. No. · 
)fr. DASH [continuing']. In making those payments? 
Did you by the way tell the President about the blacl,nail demand 1 
::.\fr. EnRLICH:lLrn. By the time I discussed it with him, he already 

h."11€W of it. • . 
)fr. DASH. Xow. it appears from certainly the 1Vhite House logs we 

have received, that after the La, Costa meetinir, some time after Feb
ruary 10. )fr. Dean's meetings with the President increased really sig~ 
nificantly hecanse he had very few meetings prior to that time and then 
they were quite frequent. Could yon explain to your knowledge, if you 
ha,·e any, why that occnr,ed? 

:\Ir. EHRLICH:\L\N. Yes, sir, I think I can.. 
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the President suugested that we have a meeting with ;\Iitchell, lTo.lde
man, and Ehrlichman to discuss how to deal with this sitw1tion. 1Yhat 
emerged from that discussion after Haldem:m came into the uffice was 
that John Mitchell should account for himself foe the pre-June 17 
activities and the President did not seem concerned about the activities 
which had occurred after June 17. 

After I departed the President's office I aubsequently went to a meet
ing with Haldeman andEhrlichman to discuss the matter forther. The 
sum and substance of that discussion was that the wa:v to handle this 

. now was for Mitchell to step forward and if l\IitchcU. WCI'(' to step 
:forward we might not be confronted with the activities '>f those in
volved in the WliiteHouse in the coverup. 

Accordingly, Haldeman, as I recall 1 called l\fitcheU and asked him 
to come down the next day for a meeting with the President on the 
Watergate matter. 

In the late afternoon of l\Iarch 21. Haldeman and Ehrlich.man· 
and I had a second meeting with the President. Before entering this 
meet~ I had a brief discussion in the President's outer office of the 
Exeeutive Office. Building suite with Haldeman in which ·I told him 
that we had two options: 

One is that this thing goes all the way and deals with both the pre
activities and the postactivities, or the second alternath·e: if the 
coverup was to proceed we would have to draw the wagons in a circle 
around the White House and that the White House protect itself. 
I told Haldeman that it had been the White House's assistance to the 
reelection committee that had gotten us into much of this problem and 
now the only hope would be to protect ourselves from :further 
involvement. 

The meeting with the President that afternoon with Haldeman, 
Ehrlichman, and myself was a tremendous disappointment to me 
because it was quite clear that the coverup as far as the ·white House 
was concerned was going to continue. I reca11 that while Haldeman, 
Ehrlichman, and I were sitting at a small table in front of the Presi
dent in his Executive Office Building office that I for the first time 
said in front of the President that I thought that Haldeman, Ehrlich
man, and Dean were all indictable for obstruction of iustice and that 
was the reason I disagreed with all that was being discussed at that 
point in time. ' 

I could tell that both Haldeman, and particularly Ehrlichman. were 
wrv unhappy with my comments. I had let them verv clearlv h.-now 
that I was not going to participate in the matter any ft1rther and that 
I thought it was time that e,·erybody start thinking U'bont telling 
the tn1th. 

I again repeated to them I did not think it was possible to per
p:>tnate the cowrup and the important thing now was to get the 
President out in front. 

I. ).fEETIXG OF ')faRCH 22 

The arrang-ernents had been made to ha,·e a mi>etinz after lunch 
:rith the President with Ehrlichman, Ha1deman.1fitcheil. and mv5elf. 

:\fr. )fitche11 came to '\Yashing-ton that morning for a meeting- in 
Haldernan's office in which Ehr1ichman, ~fitchell. Haldeman. 'and 
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myself were present. 1I recall that one of the first things that Ehrlich
man asked of ·)Iitchell was whether Hunt's money problem had been 
taken care of. )Iitchell said that he didn't think it was a problem any 
further. There then followed a general discussion of the status of 
the Senate hearings, and the discussion never got down to specifics. 

It had 'been my impression that Haldeman and Ehrlichman were 
going to try to get Jlitchell to come forward and explain his involve
ment in the matter. This did not occur. )fitchell said that he thought 
e,·erything was going along very well with the exception of the posture 
of the President on executive privilege. He said that he felt that the 
President was goingto-haveto back down somewhat or it would a,ppear 
he was preventing information from coming out of the White House. 

I recall that Ehrlichman left the meeting before it had terminated 
because he ·was going to meet Secretarv Shultz, who was coming in 
from out of the country. I was also called out of the meeting about 
noontime when a message was sent to me by Ziegler that it was impor
tant he see me immediately. This had to do with the statement tha.t 
was running on the wires that Gray had said that •I had probably lied 
and Ziegler wanted to know how to handle it. Accordingly, I departed 
the meeting and went into a meeting with Ziegler -and :Moore to dis
cuss Gray's comment. I returned to Haldeman's office where ·)litchell 
and Haldeman and 1I had lunch. 

During lunch. there was some continued conversation about the gen-· 
eral problems. Mr. Mitchell raiised the fact that F. Lee Bailey, who 
had been very helpful in dealing with McCord, had a problem that he 
would like to brip,g up. He said that Mr. Bailey had a client who had 
an enormous amount of gold in his possession and would like to make 
an arrangement with the Government whereby the gold could be turned 
over to the Government without the individual being prosecuted for 
holding the gold. :Mitchell was addressing his request for assistance to 
Haldeman but· Haldeman. was nonresponsive and the matter was 
dropped. 

I again depart~d Mr.· Ha.Idema.n's office to have further dealings 
with Moore and Ziegler and Haldeman told me that there would be a 
meetin~ in the President's EOB office about 1 :30 and that I should 
come directly from Ziegler's office when I got my problem worked out 
regarding Gray's statement. I arrived about 1 :30 in the President's 
Office but the President was not ready to hold the meeting yet. 

The meeting with the President, EhrJ.ichman, Haldeman, )fitchell, 
and me ·1YaS a.gain a general discussion of the Senate Watergate hear'." 
ings situation and, did not accomplish anything. Rather it was a fur
ther indication that there would be no effort to stop the co"-emp from 
continuing. I recall that Mitchell told the President that he felt that 
the only problem that he now had was the fact that he was taking a 
pnbHc beating on his posture on executive privilege: that the statement 
on executive privilege was too broad and that probably something 
should be done to change his posture on the matter. 

Mitchell was not suggesting that members of the 'White House ~o 
to the Hill to testify, rather that some more cooperatiw position be 
dew loped to a mid the ad n•rse pub] icity. It w·as at this time that the 
President snid that Kleindienst wns supposed to be working these 
things out with Senator Baker and he apparentl:v had not been doing 
so. The President said that Timmons had told him that a member of 
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Mr. Dean. No. 

Mr. Shaffer. The answer is no. 

Mr. Thomyson. Did you ever express to anyone that if you 

went before the Grand Jury that you would want innnunity? 

Mr. Dean. No. In fact, when we get down into that 

Mr. Shaffer. That's a pretty broad question. 

Mr. Thompson. Well, that's exactly how I want to put it. 

Mr. Shaffer. I advise him not to answer that question 

on the grounds that it invades his own attorney-client privilege. 

Mr. Dean. I thought the reference was to the White House. 

Mr. Thompson. It was, actually. 

Mr. Dean. And the answer to that is, I did not. 

Mr. Thompson. I'll say, excluding the President, 

excluding any attorney-client privilege. 

Mr. Dean. I even discussed that with the President and told 

him I was not seeking immunity. 

Mr. McCandless. That's a conversation, there. 

~Mr. Thompson. Then, I believe, on the 22nd you had a 

I meeting with Ehrlichman, Mitchell and Haldeman. 

Mr. Shaffer. If you could speak up. 

·· Mr. Dean. That was a meeting -

Mr. Dash. And with the President. 

Mr. Thompson. First of all, with these people. 

Mr. Dean. In the morning meeting there was a general 

discussion of the whole problem at that point in time. There 
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was an effort evolving to get Mitchell to come forward in hopes 

that he would take the heat for the -- situation, and thereby 

avoid the problems of the Grand Jury, and others getting into 

the post-situation. 

Mr. Thompson. Who was that, in effect? 

Mr. Dean. This was discussed with Ehrlichman and 

Haldeman. 

Mr. Thompson. What was Mitchell's response to that? 

Mr. Dean. Well, I never confronted him with it, they 

didn It, 

Mr. Thompson. This was something that they were hoping, 

but never really presented it to him? 

Mr. Dean. That's right. 

Mr. Thompson. Did you actually get into the discussion 

as to culpability of knowledge before June the 17th? 

Mr. Dean. No. 

Mr. Thompson. Could you be a little bit more specific 

as to who said what at that meeting? 

130 

Mr. Dean. Well, it was a very rambling meeting. I recall 

that at one time during the meeting Ehrlichman left to go to 

a meeting with Secretary Schult.z who was coming in town, and 

the meeting continued with Hald,eman and myself. 

I at one point left the meeting when the wire services 

carried the story that Pat Gray said that I probably lied. 

It was a very rambling meeting about just the problems in 
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general, and nothing specific. There was discussion about, 

you know, would the doctrine of White House privilege prevent 

the White House staff from appearing. There was a great interest 

developing, particularly on Mitchell's part, that I not testify 

in any form, at any time. 

Mr. Thompson. Why? 

Mr. Dean. Well because I had made it very clear to every

body that I was going to tell the truth. 

Mr. Thompson. Did Mitchell ever express the idea that 

the President's claim of executive privilege would be a bad 

idea, it would be just as bad as taking the Fifth Amendment, 

in the public eye? 

Mr. Dean. Yes, sir. He felt at that point in time that 

the beating that the President was publicly taking was because 

of his stance of executive privilege, and that something should 

be done to change the tenor of that; that some middle ground 

should be reached with interrogatories, or something other 

than flat-out refusal to send people to the Hill. 

Mr. Thomp~on. Did Ehrlichman ever express the idea, 

either in this meeting, or any other meeting that one should 

come clean, and whoever had to be sacrificed should be sacrificcd(?'1 

Put his cards onthe table, this sort of thing. 

Mr. Dean. He did. It was raised to me, not by Ehrlichman 

directly, but by Haldeman, and the first time 

~ shortly after the election, when Haldeman 
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answers relating to Mr . :Magruder's testimony where I know damn · 
well that he has transposed events and got them mixed into other 
circumstan ces. 

Senator TAU.CADGE. Mr. Dean has testified before this committee 
hat there was a meeting on )farch 22, 1973, where you met with him, 
fr. Haldeman and Mr. Ehrlichman, and you said that there was no 

more money problems for )[r. Hunt. Did this meeting take place 1 
)fr. MITCHELL. The meeting had taken place, Senator, I covered this 

earlier this morning, and it is to this effect, the meeting took place 
prior to a meeting with the President. It was on March 22, those par
ticipating were Haldeman, Ehrlichman, Dean , and myself. Dean's 
testimony is to the effect that Ehrlichman asked me if Hunt had been 
paid or if his problems had been taken care of, and I am reported by 
Dean to have answered, yes, something. To the contrary, I deny that it 
ever existed as far as I am concerned, because I would not know whether 
Hunt's problems have been taken care of or not. 

Senator TALMADGE. Then, you are telling this committee l\Ir. Dean 
was in error when he made this statement? 

Mr. MITCHELL. This may be another one of these cases where on-
Senator TALMADGE. Intentions were good and his fa(:ts were wrongi 

UMr. MITCHELL. Well, he probably O'Ot the parties mixed up. I do not 
ecall ever h~ ving talke~ to J ?hn Ehriichman about pa. yme~t· of money 

anybody m connection with the Watergate case. 
Senator TALMADGE. I believe you stated you la~r met with the 

President that day 1 · 
Mr. MITCHELL. Yes, sir, we did. . 
Senator TAL"lL\DGE. Mr. Dean said-he testified-you talked with the 

President about dealing with the Ervin committ~e at that point, is 
that correct~ 

Mr. MITCHELL. Excuse me, this is a side joke that we have, he is 
afraid I am going to pronounce the chairman's name wrong as I have 
from time to time. 

The word "dealing" is a prettv broad term. Actually, the subject 
matters were a number that did have to do with the committee and it 
was also, of course, the basis, the subject matters were the basis for 
discussion that took place previously that morning among Haldeman. 
Ehrlichman, Dean, and myself in the meeting that we jnst got out of. 

The real problem that was discussed at that particular time was 
the :r.roblem the President was having in connection with execntive 
privilege and that was the real focal point of it and, oi course~ that 
was right in the middle of the Grav hearings where the concentration 
was on the executive privilege matter. -

The other aspects of it were as to who was to be the liaison in con
nection with the 1Vhite House working with this committee np hel'e~ 
and I believe that )fr. Dean is corm :~t in his testimony that during 
that meeting the President called }fr. Kleindienst to ask him if he 
had met with the chairman and the vice chairman of the committee 
on the subject matter to start discussing these matters of executi,·e 
privilege and the other relationships in thiit area.. 

Senator TAUIADGE. Did you convince the President at that time 
that he ought to waive executive priYilege ~ 

Mr. MITCHELL. I urged it. 
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but I was not told this specifically as to who would be in-

volved in those meetings. 

Q So what you're saying is that you would not do any-

thing with respect to going over to the Justice Department or 

to the Prosecutors until at least Mr. Mitchell arrived in 

Washington and it was learned how this Hunt demand would be 

handled or how it had been handled? 

A That's correct. 

Q Now, did there come a time thereafter when you spoke 

to Mr. Ehrlichman again? 

A Yes, sir. After that discussion with him on Wednes-

day, the 21st, I went home. I stayed away from the Department 

of Transportation all day on Thursday the 22nd. 

Q At that time, you were Under Secretary of the De

partment of Transportation? 

A I was Under Secretary of the Department of Trans-

portation, and I called in and said that I was not feeling 

well, which was true, and was literally awaiting the outcome 

of those meetings on Thursday. 

Q And did you then have a telephone conversation with 

Mr. Ehrlichman on the 22nd? 

A Yes, sir, I did. It was in the late afternoon some-

time. I received a call from him and he indicated to me that 

Mr. Hunt was, apparently, stable or more stable and that his 

recommendation would be just to hang tough -- that's the 
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;~rccl.s c wo;~·c:: thst he used in that telephone conversation. 

Q Li.-: Nr. Ehrlichman indicate to you th2.t he had 

learned £1:c:,; Hr. Mitchell. in substance, that l{r. Hunt was 

not going to blow? 

A That is correct. I'm not sure exactly what the 

Hards were that he used, but the clear impression I derived 

was that Hr. Hunt was stable and that he was not going to 

disclose all, and I believe the opportunity would have been 

the next day at his sEmtencing hearing in the U. S. Court

house. 

Q Now, did you, thereafter, have a telephone conversa 

tion with Mr. Dean? 

A Yes, sir, I did. · I'm not sure whether he initiated 

it or I did, but, in any event, as I had had an independent 

conversation with Mr. Dean earlier in the week, I wanted to 

find out from him what he felt would be the appropriate thing 

to do. 

It was a short conversation. He ·told me, "Bud, now 

is not the time to do anything rash." Which I interpreted to 

mean, do nothing, and I didn't. 

Q And that was also in the contc;::t of Hr. Hunt not 

going to blow the lid off, at least on any eminentr.prediction 

I assume that is so. 

MR. BEN-VENISTE: I have no further questions at 
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Mr. DASH. "Would it? 
Mr. EnRLICHl\IAN. That would be my assumption, yes. 
Mr. DASH. 1Vould it not be in preparation for the drafting of such 

a memo to get your specific approval in writing1 
Mr. EuRLICJ-BIAN. No, that is not ordinarily the ,vay we did busi

ness. The only time I would be asked for something like this is if they 
had trouble getting in to see me, that they wanted to set up an agenda 
so that when ,ve did get together, we hit a number of topics, and so on. 

Mr. DASH. Now, do you recall that on l\Iarch 27, Mr. Young had 
a meeting with you at a time when he was leaving the 1Vhite House? 

Mr.' EHRL1c1nrAN. 1Ve had a meeting around that time. 
Mr. DASH, March 27, 1973. And do you recall that you asked him 

to pull together a number of the papers that the special investigative 
unit had kept, and that he did? Do you recall that i . 

Mr. EHRLICHMAN. I think I asked him to put all of them together, 
yes. 

Mr. DASH. He brought them to you in a bag? 
Mr. EHRL!CHl\IAN. In a bag? No, I do not-I think my request to 

him was that since he was leaving, all of the special unit's documenta
tion should be gathered in one place so that it could be transferred to 
the President's file. 

Mr. DASH. But you reviewed them before they were transferred? 
Mr. EHRLICHl\IAN. No, there were drawers of them. 
Mr. DASH. Do you recall receiving a number of papers from Mr. 

Young and then returning them minus this memorandum and an~ 
other, which I will ask you about'? 

Mr. EHRLICHl\IAN. No. The recei:{>t of documents, as I recall, was in 
Krogh'&-this document has been rn my files and I saw it there the 
other day. 

Mr. DASH. I will just put the question to you so you can answer it. 
Do you know if Mr. Young raised the question concerning the memo
randum and that you said it was too sensitive a memorandum and that 
you had retained it? 

Mr. EHRLICHMAN. No. No. First, I know I have had in my files, 
-actually unknown to me, this and a number of other documents relat
ing to the Ellsberg matter. I do not know for how long, and I do not 
know from what source. I do know that at the time that Mr. Young 
was leaving, we asked that he pull together everything, and I believe 

___ h_e..,urned all of his documents over to Todd Holland in my office. 
1 r. DASH. Do you recall telling Mr. Young, in that meeting on the 

27th, that you suspected that Hunt may be g-oing public in California 
on this operation, and that ::\fr. Young was deeply concerned that this 
may be possible? · 

Mr. EHRLICHMAN. No, the--well, what I told him was not on the 
27th. As I recall, it was earlier than that. I had an appointment with 
Mr. Young shortly after Mr. Dean came in to say that the ,vhite House 
,Yas being blackmailed by Hunt. And I reviewed with both Krogh 
and Young-because this was all quite dim in my recollection-what 
it was that Mr. Hunt might say, what the national security aspects of 
this were again, and went over the whole ground with them in the light 
of the blackmail attempt. Now, that must have been on the 20th or the 
21st or not later than the 22d of March. 
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Mr. DASH. '\Yell, do you recall telling }Ir. Young that Mr. Krogh 
was.going to be taking the responsibility for that and that Mr. You?g 
reminded you that maybe }fr. Hunt or some others made some copies 
of this memorandum? ..:\nd that You indicated that, well, if that was 
so, the position to take ·would be "that it would be a national security 
matt er and you wou1d button up? 

}fr. · Emu,rc1ous. X o. The conw rsation, basically, ,ms for me to 
inquire of Mr. Young to get as mnch information as I could about 
what it was that :\fr. Hunt was. in effect, threatening to say. And he 
,rnnt into this in considerable detail with me at that time-that is to 

----,li6ii,t,IJl"lliliillgeueral subject matter . 
.r r. .\SH. Now, did you also indicate to him that the President 

knew about this and had fully authorized it or had felt that it_ was a 
perfectly legal matter at that time? 

:Mr. EHRUCHi\IAx. If-I may have. I well may have, because in tha.t 
period of time, 20, 21, 22 :March, somewhere in there, I did have a 
conversation with the President about this. 

Mr. DAsH. By the way, did you also receive a memorandum sug
gesting that there would be a congressional investigation about the 
Ells berg a ff air? 

Mr. Ennr,ICH:l-IAX. I have had a memorandum in my file from}~. 
Colson on that subject. I do not know if that is the one to which you 
refer. 

Mr. DASH. Did you ever receive one from Mr. Young~ 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. About a congressional investigation? 
l\fr. D.\SH. Yes, suggesting that Mr. l\fardian and others might 

be involved in this. : 
Mr. EHRLICI-BIAN. I may have, but that goes way, way back in time. 

I have not seen anything like that. 
Mr. DASH. Dated August 26, 1972. 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. I well may have. 
Mr. DASH. Do yon recall having received this memorandum? 
Mr. EHRLICH:lIAN. It has my initial on it. I do not have a present 

recollection of the document. 
Mr. DASH. Do you also note that there is an attached memorandum 

on the same date fori\fr. Colson from you, Mr. Ehrlichman, subject, 
"Hunt/Liddy special project." 

And I quote: 
On the assumption that the proposed undertaking by Hunt and Liddy would 

be carried out and would be successful, I would appreciate receiving from you 
by next Wednesday a game plan on how and when you believe the materials 
should be used. 

Do you recall that, 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Yes, I have seen that recently on going back into 

the files. 
Mr. DASH. Now, I just have one last question. There are others, }fr. 

Ehrlichman, that I would like to get into, but I have taken sufficient 
time and I will have a chance to question you later. But you also indi
cated this morning when I put. the question to you whether you were 
concerned whether or not the so-called entry, whether you call it the 
Ellsberg break-in in this particular case, it was a break-in, the Ellsberg 
brea:k .. in, would become known publicly, whether that would be em-
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